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I walk into the DMV office to renew my license. I bring my documents: social 

security card, license, birth certificate, and my American passport. The room is crowded full 

of people impatiently waiting to either get their license or renew their license or other things. 

Like many, I wait impatiently in line and show them my documents to get my license 

renewed. They say they can't renew my license because I didn't provide proof of residency. I 

get quite frustrated because I waited a really long time in line, however, I try not to act 

exasperated out of respect for everyone in this dim crowded room. 

I then show up again bringing all of my documents once again, but this time, I 

brought my proof of residency. They once again reject it saying my birth certificate isn't 

valid....What?!?!?! They accuse me of bringing a fake birth certificate. I stressfully explain that 

this is a real birth certificate from Paris, France. It is international and even has the mayor's 

signature! At this point, I'm completely flabbergasted. My dad gets very upset. He 

accompanied me to make sure I was all right. I calm my dad down because I don't want to 

cause a scene. Even myself I'm very upset, but I try to not show it. 

After that second experience, I was quite upset and even cry. However, I calm myself 

and try to understand that they have their reasons for this. 

So I go in a third time, this time bringing everything again and then bringing a 

document to prove that I am indeed related to my dad, which is a bank account paper. At 

this point, I'm already very sad and thinking negatively stating to myself that they're not 

going to accept this. My dad tries to encourage me and tells me not to feel sad, stating that 

they are doing all of this to protect me. So, once again, I show all of my documents at the 

DMV in hopes that my license will be renewed. 



Something I should mention is that when renewing the license at the time, you can 

choose to renew your license with REAL-ID or just have a license with a federal non-

compliant one. 

It's important to consider getting your license with REAL-ID because starting 

January 22, 2018, showing your license with REAL-ID is now a requirement if you want to 

travel domestically. One of the requirements in order to get REAL-ID is that you need to be 

an American citizen. 

I thought I will renew my license with REAL-ID for convenience reasons. I know 

that I like to travel a lot so I thought why not, I'll get it. 

I show my American passport as proof of my American citizenship. And now, they 

reject everything....again! I'm shocked. I start getting really upset because a passport is a 

government official document! How can it not be allowed as proof of citizenship! They can 

even look at it and see it's real! However, what didn't shock me wasn't the refusal of the 

documents, it's what I was told after. The lady that took care of my papers literally told me 

this: "You're still an alien to us, you're nothing!" 

At that point, I couldn't hold it in anymore. I try to remain calm, but I start to tear 

up. My dad is so upset he's ready to punch someone and start screaming and yelling! Once 

again, I have to try to calm him down...again! I was so shocked that I couldn't even respond 

or say a word. Part of me also didn't respond because I saw the sign right next to her stating 

any threat to a government official will be a felony. 

I left, went home, locked the door in my room, and cried. I couldn't believe what I 

just heard! I have lived in this country since I was six years old! I've lived in this country for 

13 years! 

 

https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv/detail/realid


When I first moved here from Paris, France in December of 2005, I wasn't an 

"illegal" immigrant, I was on the green card. It's not until 2017 that I applied for citizenship 

and officially got my American citizenship in June of 2018. So, by the time I applied to 

renew my license, I already got my American citizenship and yet, despite that I've been living 

in this country legally, I'm still considered an "alien" and "nothing"!  

It should be known that the word "alien" is a derogatory term to refer to foreigners. 

Even Governor Jerry Brown and Pulitzer-Prize journalist José Antonio Vargas have stated 

themselves. 

This is an experience I will never forget and that will continue to scar me for the rest 

of my life. Right after it happened, my mom heard my tears in my room and asked me what 

was wrong. I told her what happened and she was shocked. 

I didn't feel like I belonged in this country. I felt worthless, like I was truly nothing. I 

even started to question my future here in the US. To be called an "alien" when I clearly 

wasn't. She could've used the term "green-card holder" or "immigrant", but to use that word, 

I was truly disgusted! 

I don't say this story to bash the government or the DMV or that lady that was 

working then, but I tell this story to bring a conversation about immigration. 

Still, to this day, I am scarred about this experience. Thinking about this experience 

again is enough to bring tears in my eyes. Writing about this story was even harder for me. 

However, if my story can help people bring conversation about immigration, then I'm happy 

to have written this story. 

https://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-0814-vargas-illegal-alien-20150813-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-0814-vargas-illegal-alien-20150813-story.html

