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Importance of the Poster

• Purpose of the poster:
• Final or partial culmination of your research work
• Provide a brief background (BIG picture), your 

methods or approach to doing the research, as 
well as results and conclusions

• Can lay the groundwork for presenting at a 
national conference

• Can be posted on the website for future 
researchers to view



Brainstorm…. Take 10 minutes        
           what should be on 

a poster?



Content of a Poster
• Title
• Authors – who should be listed?
• Affiliation (yourself and other authors)
• Introduction/Abstract
• Figures/Photos with captions
• Methods/Procedures – pictures are great!
• Tables/graphs
• Conclusions and Discussion or Results
• Acknowledgement to sponsors (funding and others)
• References (if needed)



• Check out the tips section online 
posters.wsu.edu/ or 
surca.wsu.edu/participants/poster-
presentations/

• Get your poster reviewed by all co-
authors before printing – and give them 
enough time to review it

• Check the size limit before you start – 
Every conference is different

Other suggestions and ideas

https://posters.wsu.edu/
https://surca.wsu.edu/participants/poster-presentations/
https://surca.wsu.edu/participants/poster-presentations/


Other tips…
•Sometimes you are not “done” with your 

project…This is fine. Do your best with what 
you have, and bring more results to the poster 
symposium, or present future steps.

•Don’t forget to acknowledge your funding 
source.

•Don’t forget to acknowledge your funding 
source.

•Don’t forget to acknowledge your funding 
source.



Nuts and Bolts of getting it printed
• Create the poster in Powerpoint
• Look at it at 100% size

• Look at images, do they show up?
• Are all of your text boxes complete?
• Any Greek Symbols? Check them

• If printed on campus (CougPrints) – you can upload the file 
on their website. Check their deadlines for submission.

• Make sure you have a method to pay for it – either 
Purchase order or internal request or ?

• Pick up your poster and Check it (before the day of)



Additional Resources

•www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/
•colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/poster
design

•www.colorschemer.com/online.html

http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/
http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign
http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign
http://www.colorschemer.com/online.html


If attending a meeting…
• Practice your poster with lab mates, peer 

mentors, advisor, etc.
• Practice your poster with roommates or 

others outside of your field
• Look at the rubric for the meeting, if your 

poster will be judged



Looking for posters online…
• WSU library archive of posters – SURCA

– https://research.libraries.wsu.edu/xmlui/discover

• Summer Research programs at WSU
– LAR: http://lar.wsu.edu/ugrad_reu.html 
– Smart Environments: 

http://reu.eecs.wsu.edu/past_projects.html
– NARA SURE: 

https://nararenewables.org/posters/#toc-
summer-undergraduate-research-experience-
sure-  

https://research.libraries.wsu.edu/xmlui/discover
http://lar.wsu.edu/ugrad_reu.html
http://reu.eecs.wsu.edu/past_projects.html
https://nararenewables.org/posters/#toc-summer-undergraduate-research-experience-sure-
https://nararenewables.org/posters/#toc-summer-undergraduate-research-experience-sure-
https://nararenewables.org/posters/#toc-summer-undergraduate-research-experience-sure-










SummerResearch.wsu.edu

ug.research@wsu.edu 

mailto:Ug.research@wsu.edu
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