
 
 

 
 
 
 
February 11, 2016 
 
Dear Student: 
 
The Department of History has a number of scholarships to be awarded to undergraduate students 
for the upcoming 2016-2017 academic year. The department is proud to recognize and reward the 
hard work and effort of its students. We hope that you will consider applying for these 
scholarships. The names and criteria for each are described below (where more than one 
scholarship is named, the criteria for each is the same. Students who meet the requirements for 
one should apply for all of the scholarships in that category). The deadline for scholarship 
applications is April 15, 2016. 
 

o The Leta Olmstead Smith Scholarship ($4,000):  
• Applicant must be currently enrolled on a full-time basis at WSU. They must also 

be enrolled full-time during the 2016-2017 academic year 
• Student must be majoring in History, History Education, or Social Studies  
• Student must demonstrate an interest in US history and outstanding academic 

ability 
• The scholarship will be awarded to a student who demonstrates financial need 
• Recipients will be required to complete a research project on a topic related to 

rural history in HISTORY 469 
• Children or relatives of Wells Fargo employees or of the trustee advisory committee 

are not eligible for this scholarship 
 

o George & Bernadine Converse Scholarship ($5,000—may be shared by two applicants) 
and 

o Katherine G. Blinn Scholarship in History ($750) 
and 

o Wayne Stanford Scholarship ($1,500) 
• Applicant must be a certified history major, have completed at least 30 credit 

hours, and be returning in the fall (2016)  
• Minimum GPA of 3.3  
• Student must be majoring in History, Social Studies, or Pre-Law 
• Student must have completed approximately 18-21 credits in history to be eligible 
• First-year transfer students are eligible and must satisfy the same requirements as 

Pullman students: transfer hours in history must have a 3.3 GPA  
• Students who demonstrate financial need are especially encouraged to apply 
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o The History Scholarship (up to $2000)  

• This scholarship supports meritorious performance in the study of history 
• Applicant must be a certified history major, have completed at least 30 credit 

hours, and be returning in the fall (2016)  
• Minimum GPA of 3.3  
• Student must be majoring in History, Social Studies, or History Pre-Law 
• Student must have completed approximately 18-21 credits in history 
• First-year transfer students are eligible and must satisfy the same requirements as 

Pullman students: transfer hours in history must have a 3.3 GPA  
 

o Claudius O. Johnson Memorial Scholarship in History ($900) 
and 

o Raymond Muse History Scholarship ($750) 
and 

o Morris Reed Scholarship ($1,500) 
• Applicant must be a certified history major, have completed at least 30 credit 

hours, and be returning in the fall (2016)  
• Minimum GPA of 3.3  
• Student must be majoring in History, Social Studies, or Pre-Law 
• Student must have completed approximately 18-21 credits in history to be eligible 
• First-year transfer students are eligible and must satisfy the same requirements as 

Pullman students: transfer hours in history must have a 3.3 GPA  
 

o Middle East History Research Scholarship ($750): 
• This scholarship supports excellence in undergraduate research and study in the 

area of the Middle East (encompassing Egypt and the Levant, North Africa, Iraq, 
Iran, and Turkey) 

• Applicants should demonstrate both an interest in historical study of the Middle 
East and meritorious performance in related coursework 

• Minimum GPA of 3.3  
• Students who have successfully completed some or all of the following: (HISTORY 

105, 305, 272, 273, 472, and 473) and/or have conducted appropriate research in 
these or other history courses are particularly encouraged to apply 

 
o Winston Thorson Memorial Scholarship ($750) 

• Applicant must be a certified history major, have completed at least 30 credit 
hours, and be returning in the fall (2016)  

• Minimum GPA of 3.3  
• Student must be majoring in History, Social Studies, or Pre-Law 
• Student must have completed approximately 18-21 credits in history to be eligible 
• First-year transfer students are eligible and must satisfy the same requirements as 

Pullman students: transfer hours in history must have a 3.3 GPA  
• Students who demonstrate both scholastic excellence and outstanding character 

are especially encouraged to apply 
 
 
 
 



o William M. Landeen and Claudius O. Johnson Scholarship ($1,500) 
• Awarded to a student who demonstrates interest and strong ability in the study of 

history  
• Student must be returning in the fall (2016) 
• Minimum cumulative GPA of 3.3  
• Students who demonstrate both scholastic excellence and financial need are 

especially encouraged to apply. 
 
We encourage you to apply for these awards for the 2016-17 academic year. Keep in mind that 
students may apply for more than one award. To apply, students must complete a formal 
application form and obtain a letter of recommendation from a WSU history faculty member. 
Students must also write a letter of formal application. In your letter, be sure to provide: 1) a short 
statement indicating why you are studying history (if applicable); 2) an explanation of how you 
meet the selection criteria; 3) a statement of financial need (if applicable); 4) the names of three 
references who can evaluate your proficiency in the discipline of history; 5) your permission to 
release your transcript to the selection committee. Students are strongly encouraged to contact a 
faculty member in history as they prepare their application materials. Completed applications and 
letters of recommendation should be emailed to Ken Anderson, the department’s program 
Coordinator, at kwanderson@wsu.edu. Please note that a .PDF format is preferred. Hard copies are 
also acceptable and can be sent to the address below.  
 
Ken Anderson 
Department of History 
Washington State University 
P.O. Box 644030, Pullman 
WA 99164-4030 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jennifer Thigpen 
Associate Professor of History 
Department of History 
Washington State University 
 
 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  


