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Personal statement:

My research expertise is in the endocrine control of striated muscle growth and devel-
opment. This includes a Ph.D. in Endocrinology (UCB), postdoctoral training in the
Diabetes Unit of the NIA and in the Division of Endocrinology at JHU, a faculty posi-
tion in Pediatric Endocrinology (JHU), a sabbatical in Pediatric Endocrinology (UCLA)
and eight years of service on the editorial board for the Journal of Endocrinology. | al-
so teach Endocrine Physiology and serve on several regional and national grant re-
view panels including those for the National Science Foundation, the American Can-
cer Society and the National Institutes of Health. My research uses both comparative
and biomedical models and incorporates molecular, cellular and biochemical ap-
proaches. My lab goals are to better understand the differential development of
pathological and physiological cardiac hypertrophy as well as skeletal muscle wasting.
In addition, we are developing gene- and cell-based therapeutics, in hopes of ulti-
mately improving the clinical treatment of muscular dystrophies, heart failure and sar-
copenia, by disrupting activin/myostatin receptor signaling. Finally, | am the Director
of the Washington Center for Muscle Biology; an interdisciplinary center composed of






