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Success at a Glance
Christina Webster
Bioengineering (‘22)
This WSU bioengineering major is minoring 
in Mathematics and German. Christi received a 
prestigious DAAD Research Internships in Science 
and Engineering (RISE) award from Germany 
that enabled her to conduct research there at 
the Leibniz Center for Agricultural Research in 
Müncheberg. Christi’s exposure to research began 

her freshman year when she joined Professor Haluk Beyenal’s biofilm lab and 
developed an interest in plant pathology. Her research focused on isolating 
Candidatus Liberibacter asiaticus (Ca. L asiaticus), the causing agent to citrus-
greening disease. Devastating and global in scale, this disease affects citrus 
trees’ ability to take in nutrients and results in small, unripe fruit.
In addition to undergraduate research, Christi is very active as an Honors 
College Facilitator where she leads a freshman course that helps incoming 
students adjust to college life and build a sense of community. She is also an 
Honors College Ambassador who meets with prospective students and their 
families when they visit campus. During the past two years, Christi has served 
as Vice President of WSU’s chapter of the Society of Women Engineers 
(SWE) and is a Big SWEster.  

Dick Gomulkiewicz
Dick Gomulkiewicz is a professor and the 
associate director for graduate studies in the 
School of Biological Sciences. His research 
focuses on mathematical biology, theoretical 
population genetics, and evolutionary biology. 
Gomulkiewicz was appointed Honors 
Distinguished Professor from 2018 to 2021, 
and he is currently appointed as an Honors 
Faculty Fellow. Supported in part with funding 

from his Honors Distinguished Professorship, 
Gomulkiewicz conducted research leading to the publication of his 2021 
paper “Evading resistance to gene drives” in the prominent journal Genetics.  
This paper was co-authored by Honors College students Micki Thies and 
James Bull.  He and Bull submitted a paper to another prominent journal, 
Evolutionary Applications, entitled “Gene drive escape from resistance 
depends on mechanism and ecology.” The first author of that study is current 
Honors College sophomore Forest Cook. Since 2019, Gomulkiewicz has 
taught a course in the Honors College on how science works, which focuses 
on the logical, psychological, historical, and social aspects of science. He 
has mentored and funded research by several Honors College students. 
Gomulkiewicz is an Honors Coug from the WSU Honors class of 1984.

Owen Canterbury
Biochemistry (‘21)
WSU biochemistry major Owen Canterbury 
received a prestigious Fulbright U.S. Scholar 
award to conduct research at Germany’s 
Heidelberg University. Owen continues 
a tradition that began with WSU’s first 
Fulbright recipient, social scientist Richard 
Robbins, in 1949. 

While in Germany, Owen will investigate the mechanisms involved in bacterial 
ribosome-associated protein quality control (RQC) under the mentorship of 
Heidelberg Professor Claudio Joazeiro, an international leader in the study 
of proteolysis. The human body has quality-control methods to break down 
and remove proteins, but they do not always work properly. Defective protein 
quality control is often a causative element of neurodegenerative diseases and 
a better understanding of RQC has the potential to generate novel therapeutic 
options. When Owen returns from his Fulbright experience, he plans to enter 
a doctoral program in biomedical sciences at the University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill. 
Early in his undergraduate career, Owen got involved in research working 
with Michael Varnum, associate professor in Integrative Physiology and 
Neuroscience in the College of Veterinary Medicine. Among the research 
projects Owen worked on in the Varnum lab was the study of the impact 
of fetal alcohol exposure on the nervous system. Using zebrafish as a model, 
retinal abnormalities and visual deficits associated with fetal alcohol spectrum 
disorder were investigated. This research was presented at the 2021 annual 
meeting of the Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology.

Lisa Guerrero
Lisa Guerrero is a professor of comparative 
ethnic studies in the School of Languages, 
Cultures, and Race, and her research focuses 
on race in literature and the media. She was 
appointed as an Honors Faculty Fellow in 
2020 and she developed and taught an Honors 
class on contemporary issues of social justice. 
Guerrero also serves in the provost’s office as 
associate vice provost for equity and inclusive 
excellence, where she played a pivotal role 

in WSU’s successful recruitment of a cluster-hire cohort of new faculty 
members whose work focuses on scholarship and teaching about racism 
and social inequality in the Americas. “I’m excited we’ve taken this first step 
to expand our capacity to advance diversity, equity, and inclusion at WSU,” 
says Guerrero, “and I’m thrilled to welcome our new faculty members, who 
bring unique research portfolios and wide-ranging skills to our community.” 

Distinguished Scholarships
Fulbright Fellowship – Owen Canterbury was awarded a Fulbright 

Fellowship in 2021 to conduct research in biochemistry at Germany’s 
Heidelberg University.  

German Academic Exchange (DAAD) / Research Internships in Science 
and Engineering (RISE) – Jessica Erickson, Brianna Knode, and Christi 
Webster were offered internships for the RISE program in 2021. 

Gilman Scholarship – Trinity Pierce received the Gilman Scholarship in 2021 
to study in Japan.

 Goldwater Scholarship – Haley Morris and Gunnar Sly were awarded 
Goldwater scholarships in 2021. 

National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship Program (NSF 
GRFP) – Madison Armstrong (’19) was awarded a fellowship from the 
NSF to pursue graduate work at University of California-Davis. 

Portz Scholar Award – In 2021, Samantha King-Shaw became the first WSU 
student to receive the Portz Scholar award for an outstanding paper from 
the National Collegiate Honors Council. Samantha received the award 
for her honors thesis (Refusing Erasure: Nugent, Fire!!, and the legacies of 
Queer Harlem.)
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Save the Date
V.N. Bhatia Lecture

featuring

Michelle Nijhuis
Award winning enironmental and 
science journalist whose recent book 
“Beloved Beasts” was winner of the 
Sierra Club’s 2021 Rachel Carson 
Award.
Wednesday, March 30, 2022

And
Honors College Commencement 

Ceremonies
Friday, May 6, 2022
Friday, December 9, 2022

Stay Connected!
linkedin.com/school/18246170

facebook.com/wsuhonorscollege

honors.wsu.edu

twitter.com/_wsuhonors

instagram.com/wsuhonors Go Cougs!
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Message from the Dean
The students, faculty, staff, and alumni featured in 
this year’s annual report are all part of the famed 
“Cougar Family.” Many of them are also part of a 
growing “Family of Cougs.” There are many examples 
of families - grandparents, parents, brothers, sisters, 
aunts, uncles, nephews, nieces, and cousins - that 
chose to be part of the Honors College. The WSU 
experience is catching! We are also very proud that the 
number of first-generation Honors Cougs is growing. 
While first-generation college students don’t have a 

family history at college to draw upon, they are beginning what we hope will be a 
legacy that will add to our expanding Family of Cougs. Of the Fall 2021 incoming 
class, almost 20% identified as first-generation students--our largest number 
for the past five years. In addition to welcoming a new class of first-generation 
students this Fall, we had a record 27% students of color. 
Some of those students were the first cohort in our recently funded ESTEEMED 
MIRA program, which is a unique opportunity for Honors College students 
from underrepresented groups planning to major in the biomedical science 
and engineering fields. The Enhancing Science, Technology, EnginEering, and 
Math Educational Diversity (ESTEEMED) Motivating Innovation and Research 
Achievement (MIRA) program is directed by Dr. Mary Sánchez-Lanier from the 
School of Molecular Biosciences, Dr. Alla Kostyukova from the Voiland School 
of Chemical Engineering and Bioengineering, and Dr. Samantha Gizerian from 
the College of Veterinary Medicine. ESTEEMED MIRA is a five-year program 
funded by the National Institute of Health (NIH) through the National Institute 
of Biomedical Imaging and Bioengineering. 
In addition to providing scholarships, the program offers participants the 
opportunity to work with over 30 WSU faculty members in fields ranging 
from biophysics to neuroscience. Funding is also available to support summer 
research experiences for students and provide them with an opportunity to 
attend national scientific conferences to present their work.
As noted by Grinnell College psychologist, Dr. David Lopatto, the benefits 
of undergraduate research go far beyond enhancing students’ technical and 
analytical skills to impact areas including:
• Having tolerance for obstacles
• Learning to work independently

• Understanding how knowledge is constructed
• Building self confidence
• Understanding that assertions require supporting evidence
• Clarifying a career path
In addition to the NIH supporting undergraduate research, the National Science 
Foundation established the Undergraduate Research Participation Program 
in 1958. In 1987, this program was reestablished under the now familiar title of 
Research Experiences for Undergraduates.
This year with support from WSU’s inaugural Cougar Cage competition, the 
Honors College established a new Medical Summer Undergraduate Research 
Experience (MedSURE) in conjunction with the Honors Pathway Program, 
which is a partnership with WSU’s Elson S. Floyd College of Medicine. Through 
MedSURE funding, students spend the summer conducting research in a wide 
range of medical fields. MedSURE funded four student projects in 2021. 
Madeleine Harvey worked with mentor Kanako Hayashi to research 
endometriosis and associated pain. Christine Pham worked with mentor Solmaz 
Amiri to research data on racial and ethnic minorities’ mortality rates. Abigail 
Rossi worked with mentor Ryan McLaughlin to examine sex differences in the 
long-term effect of adolescent cannabis use on cognitive flexibility and Evelyn 
Rowe worked with mentor Alan Goodman to research West Nile virus and 
insulin dependent infection. Abigail Rossi and Christine Pham will join the 
Elson S. Floyd College of Medicine in 2022, while Evelyn Rowe will start medical 
school in 2023.
Undergraduate research not only benefits students. Developing and maintaining 
undergraduate research programs benefits faculty mentors and the university 
as a whole. Through our Experiential Learning Fund in the Honors College, we 
are able to provide research opportunities for many of our students. I greatly 
appreciate the generosity of our alumni and friends, which allows us to support 
student success inside and outside of the classroom. While 2021 has been another 
challenging year, we are grateful to have our students back in the classroom this 
Fall and we look forward to better days in the year ahead.   
My best wishes and Go Cougs!
M. Grant Norton, Dean

Cultivating a Diverse Biomedical Workforce

Honors Members of the first MIRA cohort

A new, five-year National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) grant for more than 
$700,000 will fund a “motivating 
innovation and research achievement” 
(MIRA) program for Washington 
State University Honors College 
underrepresented student researchers in 
biomedical science and engineering. 

Applications are now open to incoming 
freshmen interested in the program. 
Applicants must be part of a group that 
is underrepresented in sciences— based 
on racial or ethnic groups, physical or 
mental impairments, or a low-income 
family level. Or, they may have come 
from an educational environment that 

inhibited them from obtaining the knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary to 
develop and participate in a research career. 

Successful participants will be part of a cohort for the four years of their 
baccalaureate program. They will do lab rotations with any of 30 participating 
faculty researchers, and must major in specified fields, including biology, 
biochemistry, biophysics, bioengineering, chemical engineering, chemistry, 
genetics and cell biology, microbiology, and neuroscience. 

National Collegiate Honors Council Portz Scholar

Student-athlete Samantha King-Shaw became WSU’s 
first recipient of the prestigious National Collegiate 
Honors Council (NCHC) Portz Scholar Award, which 
recognizes an outstanding original research paper 
or thesis by an undergraduate enrolled in an honors 
program or college. Sam’s thesis, titled “Refusing 
Erasure: Nugent, Fire!!, and the Legacies of Queer 
Harlem,” was an investigation of the evolution of U.S. 
Black queer cultural production in the 20th century.

Samantha chose a topic often addressed in queer studies, the Harlem 
Renaissance of the 1920s, and in her thesis brought a fresh and layered 
analysis to the time – specifically to the text of Fire!!. Mapping and critiquing 
the rich history of African American cultural production, which Fire!! and 
Richard Bruce Nugent challenged, Samantha convincingly argued that both 
Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois worked from a similar strategy 
of representation and respectability. This innovative mapping of legacies 
allowed her to then argue for Nugent’s work as a necessarily generative 
moment, which, because of its failure, made possible a flourishing of cultural 
production at the close of the century. “Refusing Erasure” is able to make its 
claims successfully because of Samantha’s mastery of multiple tools of analysis.  
Samantha effectively deploys Halberstam’s theory of failure, Critical Race 
Theory, and a Queer of Color Critique while maintaining an intersectional 
approach to her texts. The result is a thesis that makes an important 
contribution to the fields of Gender Studies and of Ethnic Studies. Sam’s thesis 
was featured at a special plenary session at the NCHC meeting in Orlando. 
Samantha graduated Summa cum laude in 2021 with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Women’s Studies and minors in Queer Studies and Economics. She is now 
in graduate school at the University of Buffalo pursuing a Ph.D. in Global 
Gender and Sexuality Studies with the goal of becoming a university professor.
Sam’s was one of over 120 Honors theses completed during 2021.

Alumni Engagement
Carl and Ginny Hauser  Rick and Kathy Emtman

Family Helps Shape the Honors Community 

Carl and Ginny (Front), Kathy and Rick (Back)

Summer music camp at Washington State University in the late 1960s 
may have had a bigger impact on Carl Hauser (’75 Computer Science) 
and his sister, Kathy (Hauser) Emtman (’77 Home Economics), than their 
parents, Ralph (’53 Industrial Technology) and Ardis, could have imagined. 
Ultimately, all of the Hausers returned to the Palouse to experience the 
benefits of the Pullman and WSU communities.

Carl’s and Kathy’s early educational years were influenced by their parents’ 
unique backgrounds.   Ralph, a WWII veteran, attended WSU on the GI 
Bill, and then founded the industrial arts department at North Thurston 
High School in Lacey, WA.  Ralph’s teaching and mentoring were valued 
by many of his students.  Ardis graduated from high school at age 16 and 
college at 20, and then traveled by train with $18 in her wallet to attend and 
graduate from library school at Western Reserve University in Ohio.  Ardis 
eventually obtained her education degree at Pacific Lutheran University 
after which she taught first grade.   As a result, “All of our teachers were 
friends with our parents” creating a sense of (very) high expectations, 
says Carl.  

As children of the Depression, Ralph and Ardis were acquainted with the 
importance of being frugal while also being generous to others including 
being loving foster parents for many children. Throughout their lives 
Ralph and Ardis instilled two very important values in Carl and Kathy: 
the significance of education and giving back.

Years after music camp, Carl and Kathy returned to WSU to obtain their 
degrees.  Carl, an Honors alumnus, recently retired as a faculty member in 
the WSU Voiland College of Engineering and Architecture and served on 
the Honors College Advisory Board for several decades. Kathy became one 
of Seafirst Bank’s first female commercial loan officers in Eastern WA and 
later a paraprofessional with the Pullman School District.  She currently 
volunteers at Pullman Regional Hospital.

Carl’s wife, Ginny, is also 
retired from WSU and 
remains an active community 
volunteer and musician.  
Kathy’s husband, Rick 
(’77 Zoology), is a retired 
physician and serves on the 
Pullman Regional Hospital 
Foundation. Rick, also an 
Honors alumnus, fondly 
remembers Henry Grosshan’s 
(editor of the WSU Press) 
western civilization class and 
Judy Tidrick’s art history/
painting class that provided 
unique opportunities, which 
at times took him “way 
beyond my comfort zone.”  

Rick and Kathy’s oldest son, Brian (’07 Mechanical Engineering), also 
graduated from the Honors College.  

The Hausers and Emtmans are advocates of the Honors College’s mission 
of delivering a unique experience to students in a supportive and engaged 
environment.  As a result, two scholarship funds were established by Ralph 
and Ardis:  the Hauser Family Endowed Scholarship and the Hauser-
Emtman Endowed Honors Scholarship. Many students have been the 
recipients of their insight and generosity.  

Reflecting back on their experiences, one might wonder if the Hausers and 
Emtmans could have imagined how these WSU and Honors ties would 
impact, not only their families, but other deserving students, as well.

2021 Hauser-Emtman Scholarship Recipients 

Tean 
Manser
Biochemistry (‘24)

Cesar 
Bedolla-Hurtado
Civil Engineering (‘23)

Erilyn 
Brooks
Zoology/Pre-Veterinary (‘24)

Andrew 
Davila
Economics (‘24)

Juliana 
Romo
Nursing (‘23)

Makenna 
Mullen
Mechanical Engineering (‘24)

Linda Infranco, CFRE, Senior Director of Development
infranco@wsu.edu, 509-335-7801

As I engage with alumni throughout the 
year, many of them tell me that they are one 
of several in their families who are affiliated 
with the Honors College at Washington 
State University. Their   grandparents   were 
either  in the (then) Honors Program, or 
they are  parents,  siblings,   and   extended 
family   members   of   current students, or 
have graduated themselves, from   the   Honors 
College. In this issue we celebrate the Honors 
family ties that run deep.

We also strive to recognize our incredibly talented first-generation 
students who are creating their own legacies and so vitally strengthening 
our Honors community. First-generation students are those whose parents 
did not complete a college education. 

We could not be the strong college that we are without you. Your support 
matters. Whether it be making an annual gift to a fund that inspires you, or 
establishing an endowed fund (perhaps in your family’s name) that lives on 
in perpetuity, or including the Honors College in your estate plan – you are 
making a difference in the lives of Honors students.
You might consider investing in one of our priorities – student scholarship 
and faculty support, experiential learning opportunities, building and 
sustaining international partnerships, and successfully delivering 21st 
century programs like the MESI Certificate, HABILE for business students, 
and Honors Pathway for our pre-med cohort. Your engagement also 
matters in in-person activities like mentorships and speaking engagements. 
However you choose to be involved, know that you are helping to move 
the needle in the Honors College and positively impacting students--and 
families--for generations to come.
Please contact me to learn more. And, thank you for your support of the 
Honors College.  As always – Go Cougs! 

What Does Honors 
Mean to You?
Sibling Edition:

Olivia Hayden
Biochemistry (‘22)
Evan Hayden
Pre-Optometry / Psychology (‘24)

“To us, Honors has been a vital launch 
point in pursuing careers of global 
competency and collaboration. 
Opportunities to engage with peers and 
faculty in an academically challenging 
environment, both in Pullman and 
abroad, has equipped us to seek new 
perspectives and think critically about 
complex topics. The Honors College 
has encouraged us to grow as effective 

communicators which has been fundamental in achieving our goals.”

Maia Whitley
Computer Science (‘21)
Erich Whitley
Chemical Engineering (‘23)

“To us, being Honors College 
students has been about 
expanding our knowledge on 
a wide variety of topics and 
discovering new perspectives. 
The Honors curriculum 
encourages an interdisciplinary 
environment in which students 
from all majors and backgrounds 
can engage in discussions, 
collaborate, and learn from 
each other’s unique experiences 
and viewpoints. We greatly value being part of a community 
that encourages curiosity and personal growth, and we have 
made many great friends and connections during our time here.” 

Alumni Reflections
The Herzog Family

The Herzog/Poage/Eberle 
experience in Honors extends 
two generations, and we’re 
working on the third.  The Honors 
College is a great choice for 
bright, motivated students who 
want to learn from and interact 
with their fellow students and 
professors in a small-college setting, while taking advantage of 
all a large, research university has to offer. In our experience, 
Honors professors and staff do a great job of connecting Honors 
students with research and other academic opportunities.
From Left-to-Right
Thiebaut “Bo”, Neuroscience (’09)
Torvald “Tad”, Marketing (’13)
Janece (Poage), Business-Accounting (’84)
Ted, Business-Accounting (’84)
Skuyler, Environmental Science (’11)
Lauren (Eberle), Chemical Engineering (‘13)

The Jonas Family
The Honors College has 
been a part of our lives for 
30 years.  The choice to be a 
part of the Honors College in 
the 1980s, and participate in 
some of the most enriching, 
interesting and challenging 
courses available anywhere 

was, and still is, one of the best 
decisions we ever made.  To this day we believe the Honors 
College’s dedication to educational excellence, teamwork and 
compassion is incredibly important to fostering tomorrow’s 
leaders, and creates important value for WSU and the world.  

From Left-to Right
Ken
Gwenda
Alex Pickett
Tyler Pickett 
Andrea Jonas Pickett, Chemical Engineering (‘86)
Philip Pickett
Carey, Computer Science/Mathematics (‘93)
Doug, Cilvil Engineering (‘57)
Jan, Education (’58)

Faces from the 2021 Virtual Commencements

Thank You to Our Commencement 
Ceremony Speakers!

Lewis Lee
Electrical Engineering and 
Business Administration (‘88)

Lt Col C.J. Johnson
Foreign Languages and 
Literature (‘02)

mailto:infranco@wsu.edu
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