Success at a Glance
Oluwanifemi “Nife”
Shola-Dare
Neuroscience Pre-Med (’21)

Washington State University international student
Oluwanifemi “Nife” Shola-Dare is one of 20
students to receive a new award from the nation’s
oldest academic honorary, Phi Beta Kappa (PBK).
Shola-Dare, a neuroscience major from Nigeria and
member of the Honors College, received the PBK’s first Key into Public
Service Scholar award. A first-generation college student from western
Africa, Shola-Dare credits her family with encouraging her to help others
and work to be an outstanding student. She is on the Student Health
Advisory Committee, identifies food and housing insecurity challenges
on all of WSU’s campuses as a member of the Basic Needs Assessment Task
Force, and sponsored resolutions on college affordability and access to
mental health care as an elected College of Veterinary Medicine senator
on the Associated Students of Washington State University student
government. Before applying to attend medical college and earning
a Ph.D.—she is aiming for Harvard Medical School—Nife wants to
engage in about two more years of scientific research. She worked in the
neuroscience lab of Associate Professor Gary Wayman, investigating the
role of endogenous leptin on activity-dependent dendritic and synaptic
growth in mice’s hippocampus.

Sean Thompson

Genetics and Cell Biology (’21)
Washington State University genetics and cell
biology major Sean Thompson has been awarded
the prestigious national Barry M. Goldwater
Scholarship available to those intending to
pursue careers in math, the natural sciences, or
engineering. Thompson is a third-generation Coug
who believes, “There’s just a certain character that all Cougs have. We’re
a great community and we’re genuine and sincere and willing to help—
more than people I’ve ever met from anywhere else. I’m really proud to
be part of this university.” Since his freshman year, Thompson has been
part of the Students Targeted toward Advanced Research Studies (STARS)
program in the School of Molecular Biosciences (SMB), a “fast-track-BSto-Ph.D.” program for exceptional life science students. As his academic
and professional career progresses, Thompson plans to continue work
with mouse models to study skin regeneration, and with the axolotl, a
critically endangered Mexican salamander with the remarkable ability
to automatically regrow missing limbs. He intends to become a professor
and apply gene editing knowledge and regenerative principles in creative
ways to attempt to solve critical human health issues, like large scars
and limb amputation. Read about more distinguished scholars below.
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DJ Lee
DJ Lee is a Regent’s Professor in English where
she teaches literature and creative writing. She
co-directs the Visiting Writers Series, serves as a
University Ombudsman, and is an Honors Faculty
Fellow. Lee has taught for the Honors College since
1999. Only when she started teaching at WSU in
1998 did Lee learn about her family’s mysterious
history with one of the largest and most remote
landscapes in the contiguous U.S., the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness, which
led to her most recent book, Remote: Finding Home in the Bitterroots. In light
of a missing friend, a vast Idaho-Montana wilderness, and buried family
secrets, DJ Lee follows the treacherous paths of memory and history while
backpacking some of the world’s most rugged landscape, where she learns
to accept the demands of the land and her ancestors who once lived there.
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Mary Bloodsworth-Lugo
Mary K. Bloodsworth-Lugo, professor of comparative ethnic studies in the School of Languages, Cultures, and Race, is the second faculty
member selected by the Honors College as the
Elma Ryan Bornander Honors Chair.
Since 2017, Bloodsworth-Lugo has been using a
case-study framework to examine the global food
system in the Honors course called “Global Issues in the Social Sciences.” With the COVID-19 pandemic, students have been considering
from their virtual distance an array of issues that interact with the food
system, including food and water insecurity, food hoarding and waste,
consumer tastes and behaviors, and impacts on small farms and essential farmworkers.
In her chair role, Bloodsworth-Lugo employs Honors students to assist
with her research. During summer 2020, she worked with a student to
track information emerging about the international pandemic, how it
is being discussed and perceived by Americans, and how it affects the
global food system.

Honors Cougs Persevere

Cougs help Cougs with a Charitable Gift Annuity.

For nearly 20 years, Bloodsworth-Lugo has published on the ongoing societal impacts of the 9/11 events in America and how these
have shaped our world view.

2020 has been an unprecedented y ear where dining tables
became desks, couches became offices, and backyards
became science labs. No matter what this spring brings,
know that we’re in it together. And that’s why we’re excited to
tell you about a planned gift opportunity, called a
Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA), that benefits you AND the
students, faculty, staff, and programs at Washington State
University. The concept is simple: you make a minimum
donation of $25,000, and we, in turn, pay one or two people
a fixed amount for life.

Distinguished Scholarships
Freddye T. Davy Scholarship - In 2020, Oluwanifemi “Nife”
Shola-Dare was awarded the Davy Scholarship from the
National Collegiate Honors Council.
Fulbright Fellowship - Thomas LeClair was awarded a Fulbright
fellowship in 2020 to complete a master’s degree in marine
biology in Bangor, Wales.

Marshall Scholarship - Kristian Gubsch was awarded a Marshall
Scholarship to pursue graduate study at the University of
Sheffield, UK, starting in fall 2020.
National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship
Program (NSF GRFP) - Julianna Brutman and Hannah Zmuda
were awarded fellowships from the NSF to continue their
graduate study at WSU.
Truman Scholarship - Patrick Robichaud was named a 2020
finalist for the Truman Scholarship for students pursuing a
career in the public sector.

Visit foundation.wsu.edu/cga or call 509-335-7883
to learn more about this tax-smart option
that secures your future…and ours.
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German Academic Exchange (DAAD) / Research Internships
in Science and Engineering (RISE) - Hayley Morris, Sean
Thompson, and Christi Webster were selected as interns for
the RISE Germany program in summer 2020. (Due to COVID,
travel has been deferred.)

Goldwater Scholarship - Sean Thompson was awarded a
Goldwater Scholarship in 2020.
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Message from the Dean
This year was unique for many
reasons. We, in the Honors College
at Washington State University,
faced unforeseen challenges in
how we deliver classes and even in
how we were able to celebrate our
newest graduates. We have come to
appreciate in new ways the power
of being nimble and innovative—qualities and strengths we encourage our
students to develop as the leaders of tomorrow.
Certainly, it’s been a year that no one will forget. In March, WSU, like many
universities around the country, switched to online learning requiring all lecture
classes to be delivered remotely. For faculty, Spring Break became a period of
intense activity, rather than a time to rest and reflect, as every single course was
converted—in one week—into an online format. For students, Spring Break was
a time of uncertainty and questions: Should I come back to campus? What will
classes be like without the face-to-face interaction with my professor? What will
happen to lab classes? Will I be able to complete my Honors thesis?
But with faculty dedication and student patience and perseverance we made it
through the spring semester and a virtual summer session.
Little did I think that the impact of COVID-19 would carry us into the next
academic year and possibly well beyond. Six months ago, I had not heard of
“Zoom,” and now I use the technology multiple times each day to connect with
students, faculty, staff, and colleagues around the world. “To Zoom” has become
the new “to Google.” But as we all become more familiar with Zoom and other
online communication tools, I can see the power in being able to connect with
students remotely and how the technology offers many advantages that will
probably forever change higher education.
Using technology to reach students who are not able to come to a physical
campus is not new. The Open University in the United Kingdom was established
in 1969 under the leadership of Labour Prime Minister Harold Wilson and
was designed “… to provide an opportunity for those who, for one reason or
another, have not been able to take advantage of higher education, now to
do so with all that TV and radio … can provide.” Wilson’s idea described in a
visionary speech at the 1963 Labour Party Annual Conference was to create a
“… university of the air.” That vision was realized six years later and the Open
University has grown to become the largest university in the United Kingdom
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for undergraduate education with now over 165,000 students.
The majority of universities in the United States now offer online programs to
students seeking an educational experience which they have to balance with
work or family commitments, or other obligations or lifestyles that require a
flexible approach to their education. At WSU our Global Campus was established
in 1992 and offers a wide range of degree programs utilizing the latest online
technology: a university of “the cloud.” I believe that a future hybrid/flex
approach that includes face-to-face instruction coupled with synchronous
(available now in real time) and asynchronous (any time) online learning
will allow WSU to offer students greater flexibility in their education and take
advantage of our state-wide multicampus system.
Another unique aspect of this year is that for the first time in the 60 years
of honors education at WSU, we were not able to celebrate in person with
our May graduates. But graduation is a much too important event to let pass
unrecognized. So, with the aid of the United States Postal Service we mailed
to each of our May graduates their Honors College medallion in an engraved
wooden box. And, with the use of Zoom we held a virtual Honors College
Commencement celebration. As we read a short biography of each student,
they were able to have a family member or friend place the medallion around
their necks as the newest graduates from the Washington State University
Honors College.
We are in unprecedented times as we battle a relentless and merciless disease;
face the full destructive force of nature in Western wildfires, Atlantic hurricanes,
and wilting temperatures; and struggle to right social wrongs and injustices. The
students we graduate today will be the leaders of tomorrow. I am certain that
the Honors College graduates of May 2020 will be at the forefront of making a
positive impact in the world.
I greatly appreciate the generosity of our wonderful alumni and friends who
have supported our students during these challenging times. Thank you for all
you do for Washington State University and the Honors College.

To strengthen our programming, reach prospective students more directly,
and support our current students, the WSU Honors College has formed some
significant new partnerships.
“Honors College partnerships help to leverage the strengths of our academic
colleges and the unique advantages of our multicampus system,” says WSU
Honors College Dean M. Grant Norton.
Recruits from nine community colleges
The WSU Honors College wanted to recruit students from honors programs
at state community colleges and create pathways for them to complete
undergraduate degrees. To that end, partnerships have been struck with nine
community colleges with honors programs:
Clark College
Edmonds Community College
Everett Community College
Highline College
Peninsula College
Shoreline Community College
Tacoma Community College
Walla Walla Community College
Whatcom Community College
Honors College Associate Dean David Shier led the effort and
said, “These relationships will help create opportunities for
high-ability students to engage throughout their baccalaureate
programs with the Honors College, and raise the visibility of
WSU and the Honors College at our partner schools.”
Students who complete the necessary requirements will be invited to join the
Honors College, may receive scholarship support, and will have access to peer
mentoring and faculty advising.
Recruiting events in fall 2021 will bring students—perhaps virtually, if
COVID-19 restrictions are in place at the time—from Highline and Tacoma
community colleges to experience “a day in the life of a WSU Honors student.”

Dave and Jeanne McGoldrick
A self-described lifelong learner, Dave McGoldrick (’65) regards himself as
a student who forever continues on his educational journey.
Dave enrolled at Washington State University in 1961 “because it was
away from home but not too far.” As an undergraduate in the honors
program, Dave served as vice president of ASWSU—the undergraduate
student body—during the era of the civil rights movement and Vietnam
War. In that position, “I wanted to expose students to a discussion of the
then-critical issues from all perspectives. Even today, the need to speak
across different viewpoints is important—maybe more important now
than ever,” he says.
Dave attended law school at the University of Washington and is a partner
at the law firm of Morton McGoldrick in Tacoma. His wife, Jeanne,
attended Yakima Community College. The McGoldricks reside on an
island in Washington and enjoy spending time with family and friends,
volunteering, and tending to their abundant apple orchard.
Their advocacy of WSU does not go unnoticed. Dave’s service on the Honors
College advisory board and WSU Foundation’s board of directors are just
two examples of his commitment to his alma mater.
Each year, the McGoldricks invest in Honors students to pursue, among
other things, leadership experiences such as serving as peer facilitators for
the Honors 198 Freshmen Experience seminars.

Linda Infranco, Director of Development
infranco@wsu.edu, 509-335-7801

Hello, Honors Cougs! First and foremost, I
hope this note finds you, your families, and
loved ones across the globe doing well and
staying healthy. Your wellbeing, and that of
our students, faculty, and staff, are our highest
concern.
This truly has been a year like no other. But as
you know, we Cougs are resilient!

“Bringing students to campus to immerse themselves in the
academic and social aspects of college, particularly the Honors
College, is a game changer. In a short period of time, these
young people understand what it means to be a Coug,” says
Honors College Recruitment Coordinator Trymaine Gaither.
Early admission to Floyd Medical College
In collaboration with the WSU Elson S. Floyd College of Medicine in Spokane,
“Honors College Pathway” is a program designed for Honors College pre-med
students to gain early admission to that medical college.
“Students admitted to the Honors College Pathway demonstrate
academic and personal preparedness for the rigors of medical
school and are committed to the College of Medicine mission
of providing medical care to underserved communities
throughout the state of Washington,” says Honors College
Assistant Dean Robin Bond.
To be eligible for Honors College Pathway, Honors students must apply two
years prior to matriculation into the medical college, maintain a 3.5 GPA,
have Washington state residency, and be on the pre-med track in the Honors
College.
Honors College Pathway provides students with additional mentoring from
medical college faculty, workshops, and medical research opportunities. Upon
successful completion of Pathway and medical college requirements, students
will have a seat in the Elson S. Floyd College of Medicine.
Each year 10 percent of the college of medicine’s incoming class is reserved
for Honors College Pathway students. The inaugural application process took
place in spring 2020, with eight students selected for the first cohort of the
Pathway program.
For more information about these programs visit honors.wsu.edu.

“The students in the
Honors College are
deserving,
bright,
and full of gratitude. I
treasure the opportunity
to engage and learn
from them,” says Dave.

Learning + Sharing = Happiness

My best wishes and Go Cougs!
M. Grant Norton, Dean

New Honors Collaborative Programs Extend Our Impact

What Does Honors Mean to You?

This is, however, a great time to embrace the
Honors community and come together to
support one another. For me, the several months of sheltering at home
plus limited travel have been a time of self-reflection and gratitude—I no
longer take for granted what I might have in the past. In some ways, this

In addition to the
Honors College, the
McGoldricks
also
support the priorities of
the WSU Elson S. Floyd
College of Medicine.
Why give back? For
Dave and Jeanne, it is
simply because they
seek happiness.
“We have discovered that it is impossible to make ourselves happy by doing
things. It has been our experience that happiness comes only from giving
opportunities and happiness to others.”
On behalf of the students and alumni who have been impacted by the many
acts of kindness of Dave and Jeanne, we say “thank you!” To all of those
lifelong learners reading this story, Dave and Jeanne say to you, “Go Cougs!”

experience has forced us to slow down and engage in more meaningful
conversations around the dinner table—and in virtual meetings online.
Many of our priorities in the Honors College have a positive effect on some
unique economic and emotional challenges presented by the pandemic.
Our scholarship funds go a distance to help alleviate financial burdens
faced by many students and their families, while the MESI Fund in Honors
provides resources that allow us to address overall wellbeing and teach
students the skills to live a life of happiness, self-awareness, and compassion.
Your support of the WSU Honors College matters. It makes a difference.
Your investments—prior, current, and future—are valued and very much
appreciated, especially at times such as this.
I cannot wait to see you all in person! In the meantime, I am only a Zoom
or Teams connection away! Let’s meet in whatever way is best for you! Until
then, take care, be well, and as always—Go Cougs!

Abigail Rossi

Gunnar Sly

To me, Honors embodies
challenging myself to
learn more, utilizing a
different mindset, and
pushing my limits of
academic achievement.
The opportunities, such
as the pathways and
classes, offered within the Honors College are
unparalleled. I feel more confident and better
equipped in my education and my abilities to
accomplish my goals.

Throughout my time in
the Honors College, I have
always been encouraged
to seek new opportunities,
explore distant locations,
and achieve greater
heights in my academic
and personal journeys.
From lifelong friends to fantastic mentors, the
Honors College has brought me no shortages in
my support network, further enabling me to have
the courage to pursue my highest potential.

Lucy Wavra

Reid Brown

The Honors College
provided many
opportunities for me to get
to know my peers, which
helped me become more
engaged in my coursework
and shaped my time at
WSU. Discussions, research
projects, and tours of vaults and labs with my
classmates all acquainted me with my classes on
a deeper level. Through taking Honors classes,
facilitating Honors 198, and mentoring freshman
Honors students, I built community with
incredibly driven peers who pushed me to expand
my perspectives and enriched my time
at university.

Being a part of the
Honors College means
discovering a truer sense
of what it means to be a
scholar, a human being,
and a valuable part of a
community. Honors has
allowed me to explore
deeper into myself as a leader and a critical
thinker. Choosing to be a part of the Honors
College is to prioritize your education and your
connection to others. To me, Honors is a family,
a support system, and a way to open myself to
perspectives outside of my own.

Neuroscience (’21)

History (’21)

Chemical Engineering (’21)

English and French (’21)

Thank you for your support of the WSU Honors College.

Honors 60th Anniversary Highlights
Norma and Stu Oliason

A Family of Cougs Creates an Honors Legacy
Hoping that others will benefit from the same caliber of education that they
received at WSU, Norma (’82) and Stu (’83) Oliason established the Oliason
Family Excellence Fund to assist first-generation Honors students.
Norma, principal and managing partner of the tax-accounting firm King
& Oliason in Seattle, and Stu, a retired Boeing engineer, believe that an
investment in one’s education leads to remarkable cultural and societal
contributions.

“That is why we saw the
WSU Honors College as
a great place to establish
an endowment. We hope
to help these inspired
students achieve their
educational goals and
enable their post-graduate
contributions to society
which will follow their
efforts.”

On September 10 and 11 Honors celebrated its 60th anniversary with presentations by
alumni, faculty, and staff. More than 1,000 views of the website have brought the event
home to so many. Go to honors.wsu.edu/60th-anniversary-celebration to join in!

Through Hannah’s experience in Honors, Norma and Stu realized that the
college offers unique opportunities for students to develop their skillsets and
gain the most of their undergraduate education. Furthermore, the culture
of WSU combined with the family-like atmosphere of Pullman creates an
environment where incoming students can truly succeed in school.

“The Honors College
expanded my vision
and raised my sights. I
particularly remember
a course in Eastern
Civilization by Donald
Bushaw, mathematician,
economist, master of several
languages, and true Renaissance man. I have sent
the college a check every year for over 30 years,
but I am still deeply in its debt.”
Jon Sonstelie (’68)
Professor Emeritus of Economics
University of California, Santa Barbara
“Beyond my favorite class
analyzing Swedish films,
completing my Spanish
language proficiency while
studying in Argentina,
and gathering data for my
Honors thesis in Uganda,
the Honors College brought
me lifelong friends, memories, and unparalleled
opportunities. I look forward to continue growing
from these experiences and improving the lives of
my patients for years to come.”
Ashley Huynh (’17)
DDS(c), UW School of Dentistry
“The intimate class sizes
and opportunity to study
abroad in Vienna were
incredible experiences that
continue to influence me
today, especially in my
current role engaging with
global stakeholders in the
automotive and hi-tech industry.”
Ross Cook (’01)
Senior Business Manager
Microsoft

Thank You to Our Commencement
Ceremony Speakers!
Brian MacMillan (’04) December 2019
Lindsey Elhart (’14) May 2020

“However, not everyone can afford a college education,” they said. “Helping
those with a financial need who want to better themselves and their
communities with a college education is an effective way to give back to
society.”
The Oliasons have a personal connection to Honors. Their daughter Hannah
(’18) graduated with a WSU degree in global politics and philosophy, and
currently attends the University of Minnesota Law School. Older daughter
Sarah considers herself a true Coug after growing up in an environment full
of the Cougar spirit, they said.

Alumni Reflections

On “being a Coug”
“It means that I met my wife on the fifth floor of
Owen Science Library,” said Stu.
“It means that when you drive into Pullman in your 60s, you are
just as excited to be there as you were when you were 21,” said
Norma. “It means that we always find our way back home.”

Faces from the May 2020 Virtual Commencement

Message from the Dean
This year was unique for many
reasons. We, in the Honors College
at Washington State University,
faced unforeseen challenges in
how we deliver classes and even in
how we were able to celebrate our
newest graduates. We have come to
appreciate in new ways the power
of being nimble and innovative—qualities and strengths we encourage our
students to develop as the leaders of tomorrow.
Certainly, it’s been a year that no one will forget. In March, WSU, like many
universities around the country, switched to online learning requiring all lecture
classes to be delivered remotely. For faculty, Spring Break became a period of
intense activity, rather than a time to rest and reflect, as every single course was
converted—in one week—into an online format. For students, Spring Break was
a time of uncertainty and questions: Should I come back to campus? What will
classes be like without the face-to-face interaction with my professor? What will
happen to lab classes? Will I be able to complete my Honors thesis?
But with faculty dedication and student patience and perseverance we made it
through the spring semester and a virtual summer session.
Little did I think that the impact of COVID-19 would carry us into the next
academic year and possibly well beyond. Six months ago, I had not heard of
“Zoom,” and now I use the technology multiple times each day to connect with
students, faculty, staff, and colleagues around the world. “To Zoom” has become
the new “to Google.” But as we all become more familiar with Zoom and other
online communication tools, I can see the power in being able to connect with
students remotely and how the technology offers many advantages that will
probably forever change higher education.
Using technology to reach students who are not able to come to a physical
campus is not new. The Open University in the United Kingdom was established
in 1969 under the leadership of Labour Prime Minister Harold Wilson and
was designed “… to provide an opportunity for those who, for one reason or
another, have not been able to take advantage of higher education, now to
do so with all that TV and radio … can provide.” Wilson’s idea described in a
visionary speech at the 1963 Labour Party Annual Conference was to create a
“… university of the air.” That vision was realized six years later and the Open
University has grown to become the largest university in the United Kingdom
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for undergraduate education with now over 165,000 students.
The majority of universities in the United States now offer online programs to
students seeking an educational experience which they have to balance with
work or family commitments, or other obligations or lifestyles that require a
flexible approach to their education. At WSU our Global Campus was established
in 1992 and offers a wide range of degree programs utilizing the latest online
technology: a university of “the cloud.” I believe that a future hybrid/flex
approach that includes face-to-face instruction coupled with synchronous
(available now in real time) and asynchronous (any time) online learning
will allow WSU to offer students greater flexibility in their education and take
advantage of our state-wide multicampus system.
Another unique aspect of this year is that for the first time in the 60 years
of honors education at WSU, we were not able to celebrate in person with
our May graduates. But graduation is a much too important event to let pass
unrecognized. So, with the aid of the United States Postal Service we mailed
to each of our May graduates their Honors College medallion in an engraved
wooden box. And, with the use of Zoom we held a virtual Honors College
Commencement celebration. As we read a short biography of each student,
they were able to have a family member or friend place the medallion around
their necks as the newest graduates from the Washington State University
Honors College.
We are in unprecedented times as we battle a relentless and merciless disease;
face the full destructive force of nature in Western wildfires, Atlantic hurricanes,
and wilting temperatures; and struggle to right social wrongs and injustices. The
students we graduate today will be the leaders of tomorrow. I am certain that
the Honors College graduates of May 2020 will be at the forefront of making a
positive impact in the world.
I greatly appreciate the generosity of our wonderful alumni and friends who
have supported our students during these challenging times. Thank you for all
you do for Washington State University and the Honors College.

To strengthen our programming, reach prospective students more directly,
and support our current students, the WSU Honors College has formed some
significant new partnerships.
“Honors College partnerships help to leverage the strengths of our academic
colleges and the unique advantages of our multicampus system,” says WSU
Honors College Dean M. Grant Norton.
Recruits from nine community colleges
The WSU Honors College wanted to recruit students from honors programs
at state community colleges and create pathways for them to complete
undergraduate degrees. To that end, partnerships have been struck with nine
community colleges with honors programs:
Clark College
Edmonds Community College
Everett Community College
Highline College
Peninsula College
Shoreline Community College
Tacoma Community College
Walla Walla Community College
Whatcom Community College
Honors College Associate Dean David Shier led the effort and
said, “These relationships will help create opportunities for
high-ability students to engage throughout their baccalaureate
programs with the Honors College, and raise the visibility of
WSU and the Honors College at our partner schools.”
Students who complete the necessary requirements will be invited to join the
Honors College, may receive scholarship support, and will have access to peer
mentoring and faculty advising.
Recruiting events in fall 2021 will bring students—perhaps virtually, if
COVID-19 restrictions are in place at the time—from Highline and Tacoma
community colleges to experience “a day in the life of a WSU Honors student.”

Dave and Jeanne McGoldrick
A self-described lifelong learner, Dave McGoldrick (’65) regards himself as
a student who forever continues on his educational journey.
Dave enrolled at Washington State University in 1961 “because it was
away from home but not too far.” As an undergraduate in the honors
program, Dave served as vice president of ASWSU—the undergraduate
student body—during the era of the civil rights movement and Vietnam
War. In that position, “I wanted to expose students to a discussion of the
then-critical issues from all perspectives. Even today, the need to speak
across different viewpoints is important—maybe more important now
than ever,” he says.
Dave attended law school at the University of Washington and is a partner
at the law firm of Morton McGoldrick in Tacoma. His wife, Jeanne,
attended Yakima Community College. The McGoldricks reside on an
island in Washington and enjoy spending time with family and friends,
volunteering, and tending to their abundant apple orchard.
Their advocacy of WSU does not go unnoticed. Dave’s service on the Honors
College advisory board and WSU Foundation’s board of directors are just
two examples of his commitment to his alma mater.
Each year, the McGoldricks invest in Honors students to pursue, among
other things, leadership experiences such as serving as peer facilitators for
the Honors 198 Freshmen Experience seminars.

Linda Infranco, Director of Development
infranco@wsu.edu, 509-335-7801

Hello, Honors Cougs! First and foremost, I
hope this note finds you, your families, and
loved ones across the globe doing well and
staying healthy. Your wellbeing, and that of
our students, faculty, and staff, are our highest
concern.
This truly has been a year like no other. But as
you know, we Cougs are resilient!

“Bringing students to campus to immerse themselves in the
academic and social aspects of college, particularly the Honors
College, is a game changer. In a short period of time, these
young people understand what it means to be a Coug,” says
Honors College Recruitment Coordinator Trymaine Gaither.
Early admission to Floyd Medical College
In collaboration with the WSU Elson S. Floyd College of Medicine in Spokane,
“Honors College Pathway” is a program designed for Honors College pre-med
students to gain early admission to that medical college.
“Students admitted to the Honors College Pathway demonstrate
academic and personal preparedness for the rigors of medical
school and are committed to the College of Medicine mission
of providing medical care to underserved communities
throughout the state of Washington,” says Honors College
Assistant Dean Robin Bond.
To be eligible for Honors College Pathway, Honors students must apply two
years prior to matriculation into the medical college, maintain a 3.5 GPA,
have Washington state residency, and be on the pre-med track in the Honors
College.
Honors College Pathway provides students with additional mentoring from
medical college faculty, workshops, and medical research opportunities. Upon
successful completion of Pathway and medical college requirements, students
will have a seat in the Elson S. Floyd College of Medicine.
Each year 10 percent of the college of medicine’s incoming class is reserved
for Honors College Pathway students. The inaugural application process took
place in spring 2020, with eight students selected for the first cohort of the
Pathway program.
For more information about these programs visit honors.wsu.edu.
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deserving,
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treasure the opportunity
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Honors community and come together to
support one another. For me, the several months of sheltering at home
plus limited travel have been a time of self-reflection and gratitude—I no
longer take for granted what I might have in the past. In some ways, this

In addition to the
Honors College, the
McGoldricks
also
support the priorities of
the WSU Elson S. Floyd
College of Medicine.
Why give back? For
Dave and Jeanne, it is
simply because they
seek happiness.
“We have discovered that it is impossible to make ourselves happy by doing
things. It has been our experience that happiness comes only from giving
opportunities and happiness to others.”
On behalf of the students and alumni who have been impacted by the many
acts of kindness of Dave and Jeanne, we say “thank you!” To all of those
lifelong learners reading this story, Dave and Jeanne say to you, “Go Cougs!”

experience has forced us to slow down and engage in more meaningful
conversations around the dinner table—and in virtual meetings online.
Many of our priorities in the Honors College have a positive effect on some
unique economic and emotional challenges presented by the pandemic.
Our scholarship funds go a distance to help alleviate financial burdens
faced by many students and their families, while the MESI Fund in Honors
provides resources that allow us to address overall wellbeing and teach
students the skills to live a life of happiness, self-awareness, and compassion.
Your support of the WSU Honors College matters. It makes a difference.
Your investments—prior, current, and future—are valued and very much
appreciated, especially at times such as this.
I cannot wait to see you all in person! In the meantime, I am only a Zoom
or Teams connection away! Let’s meet in whatever way is best for you! Until
then, take care, be well, and as always—Go Cougs!

Abigail Rossi

Gunnar Sly

To me, Honors embodies
challenging myself to
learn more, utilizing a
different mindset, and
pushing my limits of
academic achievement.
The opportunities, such
as the pathways and
classes, offered within the Honors College are
unparalleled. I feel more confident and better
equipped in my education and my abilities to
accomplish my goals.

Throughout my time in
the Honors College, I have
always been encouraged
to seek new opportunities,
explore distant locations,
and achieve greater
heights in my academic
and personal journeys.
From lifelong friends to fantastic mentors, the
Honors College has brought me no shortages in
my support network, further enabling me to have
the courage to pursue my highest potential.

Lucy Wavra

Reid Brown

The Honors College
provided many
opportunities for me to get
to know my peers, which
helped me become more
engaged in my coursework
and shaped my time at
WSU. Discussions, research
projects, and tours of vaults and labs with my
classmates all acquainted me with my classes on
a deeper level. Through taking Honors classes,
facilitating Honors 198, and mentoring freshman
Honors students, I built community with
incredibly driven peers who pushed me to expand
my perspectives and enriched my time
at university.

Being a part of the
Honors College means
discovering a truer sense
of what it means to be a
scholar, a human being,
and a valuable part of a
community. Honors has
allowed me to explore
deeper into myself as a leader and a critical
thinker. Choosing to be a part of the Honors
College is to prioritize your education and your
connection to others. To me, Honors is a family,
a support system, and a way to open myself to
perspectives outside of my own.

Neuroscience (’21)

History (’21)

Chemical Engineering (’21)

English and French (’21)

Thank you for your support of the WSU Honors College.

Honors 60th Anniversary Highlights
Norma and Stu Oliason

A Family of Cougs Creates an Honors Legacy
Hoping that others will benefit from the same caliber of education that they
received at WSU, Norma (’82) and Stu (’83) Oliason established the Oliason
Family Excellence Fund to assist first-generation Honors students.
Norma, principal and managing partner of the tax-accounting firm King
& Oliason in Seattle, and Stu, a retired Boeing engineer, believe that an
investment in one’s education leads to remarkable cultural and societal
contributions.

“That is why we saw the
WSU Honors College as
a great place to establish
an endowment. We hope
to help these inspired
students achieve their
educational goals and
enable their post-graduate
contributions to society
which will follow their
efforts.”

On September 10 and 11 Honors celebrated its 60th anniversary with presentations by
alumni, faculty, and staff. More than 1,000 views of the website have brought the event
home to so many. Go to honors.wsu.edu/60th-anniversary-celebration to join in!

Through Hannah’s experience in Honors, Norma and Stu realized that the
college offers unique opportunities for students to develop their skillsets and
gain the most of their undergraduate education. Furthermore, the culture
of WSU combined with the family-like atmosphere of Pullman creates an
environment where incoming students can truly succeed in school.

“The Honors College
expanded my vision
and raised my sights. I
particularly remember
a course in Eastern
Civilization by Donald
Bushaw, mathematician,
economist, master of several
languages, and true Renaissance man. I have sent
the college a check every year for over 30 years,
but I am still deeply in its debt.”
Jon Sonstelie (’68)
Professor Emeritus of Economics
University of California, Santa Barbara
“Beyond my favorite class
analyzing Swedish films,
completing my Spanish
language proficiency while
studying in Argentina,
and gathering data for my
Honors thesis in Uganda,
the Honors College brought
me lifelong friends, memories, and unparalleled
opportunities. I look forward to continue growing
from these experiences and improving the lives of
my patients for years to come.”
Ashley Huynh (’17)
DDS(c), UW School of Dentistry
“The intimate class sizes
and opportunity to study
abroad in Vienna were
incredible experiences that
continue to influence me
today, especially in my
current role engaging with
global stakeholders in the
automotive and hi-tech industry.”
Ross Cook (’01)
Senior Business Manager
Microsoft

Thank You to Our Commencement
Ceremony Speakers!
Brian MacMillan (’04) December 2019
Lindsey Elhart (’14) May 2020

“However, not everyone can afford a college education,” they said. “Helping
those with a financial need who want to better themselves and their
communities with a college education is an effective way to give back to
society.”
The Oliasons have a personal connection to Honors. Their daughter Hannah
(’18) graduated with a WSU degree in global politics and philosophy, and
currently attends the University of Minnesota Law School. Older daughter
Sarah considers herself a true Coug after growing up in an environment full
of the Cougar spirit, they said.

Alumni Reflections

On “being a Coug”
“It means that I met my wife on the fifth floor of
Owen Science Library,” said Stu.
“It means that when you drive into Pullman in your 60s, you are
just as excited to be there as you were when you were 21,” said
Norma. “It means that we always find our way back home.”

Faces from the May 2020 Virtual Commencement

Message from the Dean
This year was unique for many
reasons. We, in the Honors College
at Washington State University,
faced unforeseen challenges in
how we deliver classes and even in
how we were able to celebrate our
newest graduates. We have come to
appreciate in new ways the power
of being nimble and innovative—qualities and strengths we encourage our
students to develop as the leaders of tomorrow.
Certainly, it’s been a year that no one will forget. In March, WSU, like many
universities around the country, switched to online learning requiring all lecture
classes to be delivered remotely. For faculty, Spring Break became a period of
intense activity, rather than a time to rest and reflect, as every single course was
converted—in one week—into an online format. For students, Spring Break was
a time of uncertainty and questions: Should I come back to campus? What will
classes be like without the face-to-face interaction with my professor? What will
happen to lab classes? Will I be able to complete my Honors thesis?
But with faculty dedication and student patience and perseverance we made it
through the spring semester and a virtual summer session.
Little did I think that the impact of COVID-19 would carry us into the next
academic year and possibly well beyond. Six months ago, I had not heard of
“Zoom,” and now I use the technology multiple times each day to connect with
students, faculty, staff, and colleagues around the world. “To Zoom” has become
the new “to Google.” But as we all become more familiar with Zoom and other
online communication tools, I can see the power in being able to connect with
students remotely and how the technology offers many advantages that will
probably forever change higher education.
Using technology to reach students who are not able to come to a physical
campus is not new. The Open University in the United Kingdom was established
in 1969 under the leadership of Labour Prime Minister Harold Wilson and
was designed “… to provide an opportunity for those who, for one reason or
another, have not been able to take advantage of higher education, now to
do so with all that TV and radio … can provide.” Wilson’s idea described in a
visionary speech at the 1963 Labour Party Annual Conference was to create a
“… university of the air.” That vision was realized six years later and the Open
University has grown to become the largest university in the United Kingdom

Alumni Engagement

for undergraduate education with now over 165,000 students.
The majority of universities in the United States now offer online programs to
students seeking an educational experience which they have to balance with
work or family commitments, or other obligations or lifestyles that require a
flexible approach to their education. At WSU our Global Campus was established
in 1992 and offers a wide range of degree programs utilizing the latest online
technology: a university of “the cloud.” I believe that a future hybrid/flex
approach that includes face-to-face instruction coupled with synchronous
(available now in real time) and asynchronous (any time) online learning
will allow WSU to offer students greater flexibility in their education and take
advantage of our state-wide multicampus system.
Another unique aspect of this year is that for the first time in the 60 years
of honors education at WSU, we were not able to celebrate in person with
our May graduates. But graduation is a much too important event to let pass
unrecognized. So, with the aid of the United States Postal Service we mailed
to each of our May graduates their Honors College medallion in an engraved
wooden box. And, with the use of Zoom we held a virtual Honors College
Commencement celebration. As we read a short biography of each student,
they were able to have a family member or friend place the medallion around
their necks as the newest graduates from the Washington State University
Honors College.
We are in unprecedented times as we battle a relentless and merciless disease;
face the full destructive force of nature in Western wildfires, Atlantic hurricanes,
and wilting temperatures; and struggle to right social wrongs and injustices. The
students we graduate today will be the leaders of tomorrow. I am certain that
the Honors College graduates of May 2020 will be at the forefront of making a
positive impact in the world.
I greatly appreciate the generosity of our wonderful alumni and friends who
have supported our students during these challenging times. Thank you for all
you do for Washington State University and the Honors College.

To strengthen our programming, reach prospective students more directly,
and support our current students, the WSU Honors College has formed some
significant new partnerships.
“Honors College partnerships help to leverage the strengths of our academic
colleges and the unique advantages of our multicampus system,” says WSU
Honors College Dean M. Grant Norton.
Recruits from nine community colleges
The WSU Honors College wanted to recruit students from honors programs
at state community colleges and create pathways for them to complete
undergraduate degrees. To that end, partnerships have been struck with nine
community colleges with honors programs:
Clark College
Edmonds Community College
Everett Community College
Highline College
Peninsula College
Shoreline Community College
Tacoma Community College
Walla Walla Community College
Whatcom Community College
Honors College Associate Dean David Shier led the effort and
said, “These relationships will help create opportunities for
high-ability students to engage throughout their baccalaureate
programs with the Honors College, and raise the visibility of
WSU and the Honors College at our partner schools.”
Students who complete the necessary requirements will be invited to join the
Honors College, may receive scholarship support, and will have access to peer
mentoring and faculty advising.
Recruiting events in fall 2021 will bring students—perhaps virtually, if
COVID-19 restrictions are in place at the time—from Highline and Tacoma
community colleges to experience “a day in the life of a WSU Honors student.”

Dave and Jeanne McGoldrick
A self-described lifelong learner, Dave McGoldrick (’65) regards himself as
a student who forever continues on his educational journey.
Dave enrolled at Washington State University in 1961 “because it was
away from home but not too far.” As an undergraduate in the honors
program, Dave served as vice president of ASWSU—the undergraduate
student body—during the era of the civil rights movement and Vietnam
War. In that position, “I wanted to expose students to a discussion of the
then-critical issues from all perspectives. Even today, the need to speak
across different viewpoints is important—maybe more important now
than ever,” he says.
Dave attended law school at the University of Washington and is a partner
at the law firm of Morton McGoldrick in Tacoma. His wife, Jeanne,
attended Yakima Community College. The McGoldricks reside on an
island in Washington and enjoy spending time with family and friends,
volunteering, and tending to their abundant apple orchard.
Their advocacy of WSU does not go unnoticed. Dave’s service on the Honors
College advisory board and WSU Foundation’s board of directors are just
two examples of his commitment to his alma mater.
Each year, the McGoldricks invest in Honors students to pursue, among
other things, leadership experiences such as serving as peer facilitators for
the Honors 198 Freshmen Experience seminars.

Linda Infranco, Director of Development
infranco@wsu.edu, 509-335-7801

Hello, Honors Cougs! First and foremost, I
hope this note finds you, your families, and
loved ones across the globe doing well and
staying healthy. Your wellbeing, and that of
our students, faculty, and staff, are our highest
concern.
This truly has been a year like no other. But as
you know, we Cougs are resilient!

“Bringing students to campus to immerse themselves in the
academic and social aspects of college, particularly the Honors
College, is a game changer. In a short period of time, these
young people understand what it means to be a Coug,” says
Honors College Recruitment Coordinator Trymaine Gaither.
Early admission to Floyd Medical College
In collaboration with the WSU Elson S. Floyd College of Medicine in Spokane,
“Honors College Pathway” is a program designed for Honors College pre-med
students to gain early admission to that medical college.
“Students admitted to the Honors College Pathway demonstrate
academic and personal preparedness for the rigors of medical
school and are committed to the College of Medicine mission
of providing medical care to underserved communities
throughout the state of Washington,” says Honors College
Assistant Dean Robin Bond.
To be eligible for Honors College Pathway, Honors students must apply two
years prior to matriculation into the medical college, maintain a 3.5 GPA,
have Washington state residency, and be on the pre-med track in the Honors
College.
Honors College Pathway provides students with additional mentoring from
medical college faculty, workshops, and medical research opportunities. Upon
successful completion of Pathway and medical college requirements, students
will have a seat in the Elson S. Floyd College of Medicine.
Each year 10 percent of the college of medicine’s incoming class is reserved
for Honors College Pathway students. The inaugural application process took
place in spring 2020, with eight students selected for the first cohort of the
Pathway program.
For more information about these programs visit honors.wsu.edu.

“The students in the
Honors College are
deserving,
bright,
and full of gratitude. I
treasure the opportunity
to engage and learn
from them,” says Dave.

Learning + Sharing = Happiness

My best wishes and Go Cougs!
M. Grant Norton, Dean

New Honors Collaborative Programs Extend Our Impact

What Does Honors Mean to You?

This is, however, a great time to embrace the
Honors community and come together to
support one another. For me, the several months of sheltering at home
plus limited travel have been a time of self-reflection and gratitude—I no
longer take for granted what I might have in the past. In some ways, this

In addition to the
Honors College, the
McGoldricks
also
support the priorities of
the WSU Elson S. Floyd
College of Medicine.
Why give back? For
Dave and Jeanne, it is
simply because they
seek happiness.
“We have discovered that it is impossible to make ourselves happy by doing
things. It has been our experience that happiness comes only from giving
opportunities and happiness to others.”
On behalf of the students and alumni who have been impacted by the many
acts of kindness of Dave and Jeanne, we say “thank you!” To all of those
lifelong learners reading this story, Dave and Jeanne say to you, “Go Cougs!”

experience has forced us to slow down and engage in more meaningful
conversations around the dinner table—and in virtual meetings online.
Many of our priorities in the Honors College have a positive effect on some
unique economic and emotional challenges presented by the pandemic.
Our scholarship funds go a distance to help alleviate financial burdens
faced by many students and their families, while the MESI Fund in Honors
provides resources that allow us to address overall wellbeing and teach
students the skills to live a life of happiness, self-awareness, and compassion.
Your support of the WSU Honors College matters. It makes a difference.
Your investments—prior, current, and future—are valued and very much
appreciated, especially at times such as this.
I cannot wait to see you all in person! In the meantime, I am only a Zoom
or Teams connection away! Let’s meet in whatever way is best for you! Until
then, take care, be well, and as always—Go Cougs!

Abigail Rossi

Gunnar Sly

To me, Honors embodies
challenging myself to
learn more, utilizing a
different mindset, and
pushing my limits of
academic achievement.
The opportunities, such
as the pathways and
classes, offered within the Honors College are
unparalleled. I feel more confident and better
equipped in my education and my abilities to
accomplish my goals.

Throughout my time in
the Honors College, I have
always been encouraged
to seek new opportunities,
explore distant locations,
and achieve greater
heights in my academic
and personal journeys.
From lifelong friends to fantastic mentors, the
Honors College has brought me no shortages in
my support network, further enabling me to have
the courage to pursue my highest potential.

Lucy Wavra

Reid Brown

The Honors College
provided many
opportunities for me to get
to know my peers, which
helped me become more
engaged in my coursework
and shaped my time at
WSU. Discussions, research
projects, and tours of vaults and labs with my
classmates all acquainted me with my classes on
a deeper level. Through taking Honors classes,
facilitating Honors 198, and mentoring freshman
Honors students, I built community with
incredibly driven peers who pushed me to expand
my perspectives and enriched my time
at university.

Being a part of the
Honors College means
discovering a truer sense
of what it means to be a
scholar, a human being,
and a valuable part of a
community. Honors has
allowed me to explore
deeper into myself as a leader and a critical
thinker. Choosing to be a part of the Honors
College is to prioritize your education and your
connection to others. To me, Honors is a family,
a support system, and a way to open myself to
perspectives outside of my own.

Neuroscience (’21)

History (’21)

Chemical Engineering (’21)

English and French (’21)

Thank you for your support of the WSU Honors College.

Honors 60th Anniversary Highlights
Norma and Stu Oliason

A Family of Cougs Creates an Honors Legacy
Hoping that others will benefit from the same caliber of education that they
received at WSU, Norma (’82) and Stu (’83) Oliason established the Oliason
Family Excellence Fund to assist first-generation Honors students.
Norma, principal and managing partner of the tax-accounting firm King
& Oliason in Seattle, and Stu, a retired Boeing engineer, believe that an
investment in one’s education leads to remarkable cultural and societal
contributions.

“That is why we saw the
WSU Honors College as
a great place to establish
an endowment. We hope
to help these inspired
students achieve their
educational goals and
enable their post-graduate
contributions to society
which will follow their
efforts.”

On September 10 and 11 Honors celebrated its 60th anniversary with presentations by
alumni, faculty, and staff. More than 1,000 views of the website have brought the event
home to so many. Go to honors.wsu.edu/60th-anniversary-celebration to join in!

Through Hannah’s experience in Honors, Norma and Stu realized that the
college offers unique opportunities for students to develop their skillsets and
gain the most of their undergraduate education. Furthermore, the culture
of WSU combined with the family-like atmosphere of Pullman creates an
environment where incoming students can truly succeed in school.

“The Honors College
expanded my vision
and raised my sights. I
particularly remember
a course in Eastern
Civilization by Donald
Bushaw, mathematician,
economist, master of several
languages, and true Renaissance man. I have sent
the college a check every year for over 30 years,
but I am still deeply in its debt.”
Jon Sonstelie (’68)
Professor Emeritus of Economics
University of California, Santa Barbara
“Beyond my favorite class
analyzing Swedish films,
completing my Spanish
language proficiency while
studying in Argentina,
and gathering data for my
Honors thesis in Uganda,
the Honors College brought
me lifelong friends, memories, and unparalleled
opportunities. I look forward to continue growing
from these experiences and improving the lives of
my patients for years to come.”
Ashley Huynh (’17)
DDS(c), UW School of Dentistry
“The intimate class sizes
and opportunity to study
abroad in Vienna were
incredible experiences that
continue to influence me
today, especially in my
current role engaging with
global stakeholders in the
automotive and hi-tech industry.”
Ross Cook (’01)
Senior Business Manager
Microsoft

Thank You to Our Commencement
Ceremony Speakers!
Brian MacMillan (’04) December 2019
Lindsey Elhart (’14) May 2020

“However, not everyone can afford a college education,” they said. “Helping
those with a financial need who want to better themselves and their
communities with a college education is an effective way to give back to
society.”
The Oliasons have a personal connection to Honors. Their daughter Hannah
(’18) graduated with a WSU degree in global politics and philosophy, and
currently attends the University of Minnesota Law School. Older daughter
Sarah considers herself a true Coug after growing up in an environment full
of the Cougar spirit, they said.

Alumni Reflections

On “being a Coug”
“It means that I met my wife on the fifth floor of
Owen Science Library,” said Stu.
“It means that when you drive into Pullman in your 60s, you are
just as excited to be there as you were when you were 21,” said
Norma. “It means that we always find our way back home.”

Faces from the May 2020 Virtual Commencement

Success at a Glance
Oluwanifemi “Nife”
Shola-Dare
Neuroscience Pre-Med (’21)

Washington State University international student
Oluwanifemi “Nife” Shola-Dare is one of 20
students to receive a new award from the nation’s
oldest academic honorary, Phi Beta Kappa (PBK).
Shola-Dare, a neuroscience major from Nigeria and
member of the Honors College, received the PBK’s first Key into Public
Service Scholar award. A first-generation college student from western
Africa, Shola-Dare credits her family with encouraging her to help others
and work to be an outstanding student. She is on the Student Health
Advisory Committee, identifies food and housing insecurity challenges
on all of WSU’s campuses as a member of the Basic Needs Assessment Task
Force, and sponsored resolutions on college affordability and access to
mental health care as an elected College of Veterinary Medicine senator
on the Associated Students of Washington State University student
government. Before applying to attend medical college and earning
a Ph.D.—she is aiming for Harvard Medical School—Nife wants to
engage in about two more years of scientific research. She worked in the
neuroscience lab of Associate Professor Gary Wayman, investigating the
role of endogenous leptin on activity-dependent dendritic and synaptic
growth in mice’s hippocampus.

Sean Thompson

Genetics and Cell Biology (’21)
Washington State University genetics and cell
biology major Sean Thompson has been awarded
the prestigious national Barry M. Goldwater
Scholarship available to those intending to
pursue careers in math, the natural sciences, or
engineering. Thompson is a third-generation Coug
who believes, “There’s just a certain character that all Cougs have. We’re
a great community and we’re genuine and sincere and willing to help—
more than people I’ve ever met from anywhere else. I’m really proud to
be part of this university.” Since his freshman year, Thompson has been
part of the Students Targeted toward Advanced Research Studies (STARS)
program in the School of Molecular Biosciences (SMB), a “fast-track-BSto-Ph.D.” program for exceptional life science students. As his academic
and professional career progresses, Thompson plans to continue work
with mouse models to study skin regeneration, and with the axolotl, a
critically endangered Mexican salamander with the remarkable ability
to automatically regrow missing limbs. He intends to become a professor
and apply gene editing knowledge and regenerative principles in creative
ways to attempt to solve critical human health issues, like large scars
and limb amputation. Read about more distinguished scholars below.
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DJ Lee
DJ Lee is a Regent’s Professor in English where
she teaches literature and creative writing. She
co-directs the Visiting Writers Series, serves as a
University Ombudsman, and is an Honors Faculty
Fellow. Lee has taught for the Honors College since
1999. Only when she started teaching at WSU in
1998 did Lee learn about her family’s mysterious
history with one of the largest and most remote
landscapes in the contiguous U.S., the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness, which
led to her most recent book, Remote: Finding Home in the Bitterroots. In light
of a missing friend, a vast Idaho-Montana wilderness, and buried family
secrets, DJ Lee follows the treacherous paths of memory and history while
backpacking some of the world’s most rugged landscape, where she learns
to accept the demands of the land and her ancestors who once lived there.
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Mary Bloodsworth-Lugo
Mary K. Bloodsworth-Lugo, professor of comparative ethnic studies in the School of Languages, Cultures, and Race, is the second faculty
member selected by the Honors College as the
Elma Ryan Bornander Honors Chair.
Since 2017, Bloodsworth-Lugo has been using a
case-study framework to examine the global food
system in the Honors course called “Global Issues in the Social Sciences.” With the COVID-19 pandemic, students have been considering
from their virtual distance an array of issues that interact with the food
system, including food and water insecurity, food hoarding and waste,
consumer tastes and behaviors, and impacts on small farms and essential farmworkers.
In her chair role, Bloodsworth-Lugo employs Honors students to assist
with her research. During summer 2020, she worked with a student to
track information emerging about the international pandemic, how it
is being discussed and perceived by Americans, and how it affects the
global food system.

Honors Cougs Persevere

Cougs help Cougs with a Charitable Gift Annuity.

For nearly 20 years, Bloodsworth-Lugo has published on the ongoing societal impacts of the 9/11 events in America and how these
have shaped our world view.

2020 has been an unprecedented y ear where dining tables
became desks, couches became offices, and backyards
became science labs. No matter what this spring brings,
know that we’re in it together. And that’s why we’re excited to
tell you about a planned gift opportunity, called a
Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA), that benefits you AND the
students, faculty, staff, and programs at Washington State
University. The concept is simple: you make a minimum
donation of $25,000, and we, in turn, pay one or two people
a fixed amount for life.

Distinguished Scholarships
Freddye T. Davy Scholarship - In 2020, Oluwanifemi “Nife”
Shola-Dare was awarded the Davy Scholarship from the
National Collegiate Honors Council.
Fulbright Fellowship - Thomas LeClair was awarded a Fulbright
fellowship in 2020 to complete a master’s degree in marine
biology in Bangor, Wales.

Marshall Scholarship - Kristian Gubsch was awarded a Marshall
Scholarship to pursue graduate study at the University of
Sheffield, UK, starting in fall 2020.
National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship
Program (NSF GRFP) - Julianna Brutman and Hannah Zmuda
were awarded fellowships from the NSF to continue their
graduate study at WSU.
Truman Scholarship - Patrick Robichaud was named a 2020
finalist for the Truman Scholarship for students pursuing a
career in the public sector.

Visit foundation.wsu.edu/cga or call 509-335-7883
to learn more about this tax-smart option
that secures your future…and ours.
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German Academic Exchange (DAAD) / Research Internships
in Science and Engineering (RISE) - Hayley Morris, Sean
Thompson, and Christi Webster were selected as interns for
the RISE Germany program in summer 2020. (Due to COVID,
travel has been deferred.)

Goldwater Scholarship - Sean Thompson was awarded a
Goldwater Scholarship in 2020.

Imagine • Pursue • Create

Success at a Glance
Oluwanifemi “Nife”
Shola-Dare
Neuroscience Pre-Med (’21)

Washington State University international student
Oluwanifemi “Nife” Shola-Dare is one of 20
students to receive a new award from the nation’s
oldest academic honorary, Phi Beta Kappa (PBK).
Shola-Dare, a neuroscience major from Nigeria and
member of the Honors College, received the PBK’s first Key into Public
Service Scholar award. A first-generation college student from western
Africa, Shola-Dare credits her family with encouraging her to help others
and work to be an outstanding student. She is on the Student Health
Advisory Committee, identifies food and housing insecurity challenges
on all of WSU’s campuses as a member of the Basic Needs Assessment Task
Force, and sponsored resolutions on college affordability and access to
mental health care as an elected College of Veterinary Medicine senator
on the Associated Students of Washington State University student
government. Before applying to attend medical college and earning
a Ph.D.—she is aiming for Harvard Medical School—Nife wants to
engage in about two more years of scientific research. She worked in the
neuroscience lab of Associate Professor Gary Wayman, investigating the
role of endogenous leptin on activity-dependent dendritic and synaptic
growth in mice’s hippocampus.

Sean Thompson

Genetics and Cell Biology (’21)
Washington State University genetics and cell
biology major Sean Thompson has been awarded
the prestigious national Barry M. Goldwater
Scholarship available to those intending to
pursue careers in math, the natural sciences, or
engineering. Thompson is a third-generation Coug
who believes, “There’s just a certain character that all Cougs have. We’re
a great community and we’re genuine and sincere and willing to help—
more than people I’ve ever met from anywhere else. I’m really proud to
be part of this university.” Since his freshman year, Thompson has been
part of the Students Targeted toward Advanced Research Studies (STARS)
program in the School of Molecular Biosciences (SMB), a “fast-track-BSto-Ph.D.” program for exceptional life science students. As his academic
and professional career progresses, Thompson plans to continue work
with mouse models to study skin regeneration, and with the axolotl, a
critically endangered Mexican salamander with the remarkable ability
to automatically regrow missing limbs. He intends to become a professor
and apply gene editing knowledge and regenerative principles in creative
ways to attempt to solve critical human health issues, like large scars
and limb amputation. Read about more distinguished scholars below.
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DJ Lee
DJ Lee is a Regent’s Professor in English where
she teaches literature and creative writing. She
co-directs the Visiting Writers Series, serves as a
University Ombudsman, and is an Honors Faculty
Fellow. Lee has taught for the Honors College since
1999. Only when she started teaching at WSU in
1998 did Lee learn about her family’s mysterious
history with one of the largest and most remote
landscapes in the contiguous U.S., the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness, which
led to her most recent book, Remote: Finding Home in the Bitterroots. In light
of a missing friend, a vast Idaho-Montana wilderness, and buried family
secrets, DJ Lee follows the treacherous paths of memory and history while
backpacking some of the world’s most rugged landscape, where she learns
to accept the demands of the land and her ancestors who once lived there.
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Mary Bloodsworth-Lugo
Mary K. Bloodsworth-Lugo, professor of comparative ethnic studies in the School of Languages, Cultures, and Race, is the second faculty
member selected by the Honors College as the
Elma Ryan Bornander Honors Chair.
Since 2017, Bloodsworth-Lugo has been using a
case-study framework to examine the global food
system in the Honors course called “Global Issues in the Social Sciences.” With the COVID-19 pandemic, students have been considering
from their virtual distance an array of issues that interact with the food
system, including food and water insecurity, food hoarding and waste,
consumer tastes and behaviors, and impacts on small farms and essential farmworkers.
In her chair role, Bloodsworth-Lugo employs Honors students to assist
with her research. During summer 2020, she worked with a student to
track information emerging about the international pandemic, how it
is being discussed and perceived by Americans, and how it affects the
global food system.

Honors Cougs Persevere

Cougs help Cougs with a Charitable Gift Annuity.

For nearly 20 years, Bloodsworth-Lugo has published on the ongoing societal impacts of the 9/11 events in America and how these
have shaped our world view.

2020 has been an unprecedented y ear where dining tables
became desks, couches became offices, and backyards
became science labs. No matter what this spring brings,
know that we’re in it together. And that’s why we’re excited to
tell you about a planned gift opportunity, called a
Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA), that benefits you AND the
students, faculty, staff, and programs at Washington State
University. The concept is simple: you make a minimum
donation of $25,000, and we, in turn, pay one or two people
a fixed amount for life.

Distinguished Scholarships
Freddye T. Davy Scholarship - In 2020, Oluwanifemi “Nife”
Shola-Dare was awarded the Davy Scholarship from the
National Collegiate Honors Council.
Fulbright Fellowship - Thomas LeClair was awarded a Fulbright
fellowship in 2020 to complete a master’s degree in marine
biology in Bangor, Wales.

Marshall Scholarship - Kristian Gubsch was awarded a Marshall
Scholarship to pursue graduate study at the University of
Sheffield, UK, starting in fall 2020.
National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship
Program (NSF GRFP) - Julianna Brutman and Hannah Zmuda
were awarded fellowships from the NSF to continue their
graduate study at WSU.
Truman Scholarship - Patrick Robichaud was named a 2020
finalist for the Truman Scholarship for students pursuing a
career in the public sector.

Visit foundation.wsu.edu/cga or call 509-335-7883
to learn more about this tax-smart option
that secures your future…and ours.
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German Academic Exchange (DAAD) / Research Internships
in Science and Engineering (RISE) - Hayley Morris, Sean
Thompson, and Christi Webster were selected as interns for
the RISE Germany program in summer 2020. (Due to COVID,
travel has been deferred.)

Goldwater Scholarship - Sean Thompson was awarded a
Goldwater Scholarship in 2020.
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