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Last Updated 6/14/16
Honors College Fall 2016 Courses

A wide variety of course topics are available to Honors College students in Fall 2016. Please check back
often, as changes may occur until the semester begins. Need an appointment with an Honors advisor?
Stop by the office in Honors Hall or phone 509-335-4505. Advising will be offered by email or telephone
ONLY to students currently studying abroad.

ECONS 198.1 - 3 units
MWEF 1:10-2:00pm CUE 216
Economics Honors
Instructor: Pat Kuzyk

Prerequisite: Admitted to the Honors College. Enrollment in ECONS 198 is not allowed if credit has already
been earned for ECONS 101 and 102. Introduction to economic theory and policy issues.

Principles of Economics

This is an introductory course that covers principles of both micro and macroeconomics. My goal is for
the student to learn, rigorously, the concepts that are crucial for her to understand how our political-
economic system works. An organizing theme of the course is the question ‘under what circumstances
are individual self-interest and the public good aligned, and when are they in conflict?” Economic theory
offers numerous insights into these important questions.

Students will be introduced to the methodology of economic research, and they will learn to apply
economic principles to real-world examples.

Required text:
TBA

ENGLISH 298.1 - 3 units
MWF 1:10-2:00pm Avery 102
Writing and Research Honors

Instructor: TBA

Prerequisite: Must be a current Honors student
TBA
Critical thinking, research, and advanced writing for Honors College students.

Required texts:
TBA

ENGLISH 298.2 - 3 units
MWF 9:10-10:00am Thompson 105
Writing and Research Honors
Instructor: TBA

Prerequisite: Must be a current Honors student
TBA
Critical thinking, research, and advanced writing for Honors College students.

Required texts:
TBA

ENGLISH 298.3 - 3 units
MWF 9:10-10:00 Thompson 119
Writing and Research Honors
Instructor: Brian Fry



Prerequisite: Must be a current Honors student

(Description from Spr2015—subject to change)

This is a research-based course that focuses on a variety of themes including environmental, political,
historical and literary studies of the American West. We will begin the course looking at the current trend
of research that redefines pre-Columbian America. This research has granted scholars a new, valuable
lens; re-examining the discourse of “discovery” allows for more clarity of the encounters of diverse groups
in the American frontier. Articles and books are coming out every which way with fascinating stories to
explore: the ship of orphans and nuns who brought small pox inoculations, body by body, across the
Atlantic; the migration of the horse; the pre-Lewis and Clark West; the nature of native nutrition, and the
chance to explore it right in our own backyard, at an uncultivated 30-acre prairie slope (Virgin Palouse
Prairie) just south of Pullman.

In addition, we will study the major literary and critical essays of the American west and visit the library
archives to view the original frontier photographs of Edward Curtis and Frank Matsura, as well as the
artifacts of L.V. McWhorter.

By the end of this course, each student will comprehend academic, exploratory research—using primary
and secondary sources—as well as analyzing texts and synthesizing information. They will also
demonstrate effective academic prose—with attention to structure, critical thinking, rules of citation and
correctness—by providing a portfolio of thoroughly revised work.

Required texts:
A Pocket Guide To Writing in History by Mary Lynn Rampolla

ENGLISH 298.4 - 3 units

TuTh 10:35-11:50pm Thompson 105
Writing and Research Honors
Instructor: TBA

Prerequisite: Must be a current Honors student
TBA
Critical thinking, research, and advanced writing for Honors College students.

Required texts:
TBA

ENGLISH 298.5 - 3 units
TuTh 1:25-2:40pm Thomson 105
Writing and Research Honors
Instructor: Robert Eddy

Prerequisite: Must be a current Honors student

(Description from Spr2016—subject to change)

My approach to English Honors 298 helps us see and practice how engaging cross-cultural rhetorics and
understanding language diversity are crucial to our work as professionals and informed citizens in a
twenty-first century multi-racial democracy. The course focuses on the writing of academic research, and
the rhetoric of academic discourse. A “discourse” is the formal or official conversation of a group.
Academic writing is “rhetorical” in that it cannot be objective or unbiased because writers are not
machines. Writers have points of view; we have world views that influence our perceptions and
judgments. We must certainly try to be fair, and remember that academic discourse is collaborative: a
team sport. The more voices the better. College writing is a contact zone where students have to deal
with changing selves “being formed and reformed” (Min-Zhan Lu) in response to changes in language
and definitions. Doing research is entering a new culture by carefully considering a different argument.
Being a fair reader of a different argument involves overcoming “a colonial unconscious which repeatedly
shuts down the possibilities for the content and terms of debate” (Damian Baca). If we finish the research
project — finish our time in the new community, or in the new discourse — we will have been changed by
the experience, however subtly or substantially. If we listen to “others” with engagement, if we engage




researchers with points of view different from ours as equals in a contact zone, exciting possibilities for
change and growth are opened

Required text:
TBA

ENGLISH 298.6 - 3 units

MWF 10:10-11:00am Thompson 119
Writing and Research Honors
Instructor: Brian Fry

Prerequisite: Must be a current Honors student

(Description from Spr2015—subject to change)

This is a research-based course that focuses on a variety of themes including environmental, political,
historical and literary studies of the American West. We will begin the course looking at the current trend
of research that redefines pre-Columbian America. This research has granted scholars a new, valuable
lens; re-examining the discourse of “discovery” allows for more clarity of the encounters of diverse groups
in the American frontier. Articles and books are coming out every which way with fascinating stories to
explore: the ship of orphans and nuns who brought small pox inoculations, body by body, across the
Atlantic; the migration of the horse; the pre-Lewis and Clark West; the nature of native nutrition, and the
chance to explore it right in our own backyard, at an uncultivated 30-acre prairie slope (Virgin Palouse
Prairie) just south of Pullman.

In addition, we will study the major literary and critical essays of the American west and visit the library
archives to view the original frontier photographs of Edward Curtis and Frank Matsura, as well as the
artifacts of L.V. McWhorter.

By the end of this course, each student will comprehend academic, exploratory research—using primary
and secondary sources—as well as analyzing texts and synthesizing information. They will also
demonstrate effective academic prose—with attention to structure, critical thinking, rules of citation and
correctness—by providing a portfolio of thoroughly revised work.

Required text:
A Pocket Guide To Writing in History by Mary Lynn Rampolla

ENGLISH 298.7 - 3 units
TuTh 12:00-1:15pm Thompson 105
Writing and Research Honors
Instructor: Aaron Oforlea

Prerequisite: Must be a current Honors student
TBA
Critical thinking, research, and advanced writing for Honors College students.

Required text:
TBA

ENGLISH 298.8 - 3 units
TuTh 9:10-10:25am Thompson 105
Writing and Research Honors
Instructor: TBA

Prerequisite: Must be a current Honors student
TBA
Critical thinking, research, and advanced writing for Honors College students.

Required text:



TBA

ENGLISH 298.9 - 3 units
MWF 1:10-2:00pm Thompson 24
Writing and Research Honors
Instructor: TBA

Prerequisite: Must be a current Honors student
TBA
Critical thinking, research, and advanced writing for Honors College students.

Required text:
TBA

HONORS 270.1 - 3 units

TuTh 2:50-4:05pm, Todd 202

Principles and Research Methods in Social Science
Instructor: Lidia Gerber

Prerequisite: Must be a current Honors student

Powerful Women in Chinese History

To this day, few women have played a significant role in Chinese public life. Yet stories abound in
Chinese history and literature of women who caused the ruin of individual men, families and entire states
through their powers of seduction. Evil empress dowagers, goddesses and women immortals, female fox-
spirits, beautiful concubines, women moralists and talented poets and artists — Chinese culture offers a
wealth of intriguing female subjects. Moreover, Chinese traditions, such as Confucianism, Daoism and
Buddhism had often surprising views of women and their roles and options in life.

In this class, we will engage with Chinese history and culture by exploring rules and expectations for
appropriate female behavior from ancient times to today, and by investigating the record of those
women who defied both rules and norms of womanly conduct. Among such exceptional women were
some who received high praise for their contributions, and others who have been vilified.

Required texts:

The Cambridge Illustrated History of China, by Patricia B. Ebrey, Cambridge University Press. ISBN: 0-521-
66991X

Wu Zhao: China’s only Woman Emperor, by Harry N. Rothschild, Longman. ISBN: 0321394267

A Pocket Guide to Writing in History (8" edition), by Mary Lynn Rampolla. ISBN: 978-1-4576-9088-4

HONORS 270.2 - 3 units

MWF 9:10-10:00am CUE 412

Principles and Research Methods in Social Science
Instructor: S. Hoard

Prerequisite: Must be a current Honors student
TBA

Required text:
TBA

HONORS 270.3 - 3 units

MWEF 10:10-11:00am, CUE 412

Principles and Research Methods in Social Science
Instructor: Karen Phoenix

Prerequisite: Must be a current Honors student
US Cultural Diplomacy in the 20th Century




When we think of US “foreign relations,” we tend to think of diplomats, treaties, and embassies—the
formal ways that the United States interacts with the rest of the world. Yet this involves a relatively small
group of people, who, while their actions may be very influential, have a relatively limited reach. In
contrast to this formal diplomacy, this class will examine informal foreign relations, or cultural diplomacy.
We find cultural diplomacy in non-governmental organizations (including medical groups like the
Rockefeller Foundation, religious groups like the Young Women’s Christian Association, global
governance like the United Nations), in the expansion of US commerce, and in popular culture media
such as film and television. Over the course of the semester, and in your independent research papers, we
will explore the way that the US not only expanded militarily and politically, but also spread out across
the globe culturally and socially over the course of the 20" century. In the process, US ideas and ideals
influenced a variety of developments abroad, including: the consumption of products like Coca-Cola;
technological development; public health policy; and cultural mores found in music, television, and film.

Required text:
TBA

HONORS 270.4 - 3 units

MWEF 8:10-9:00am Honors 142

Principles and Research Methods in Social Science
Instructor: B. Walker

Prerequisite: Must be a current Honors student
TBA.

Required text:
TBA

HONORS 280.1 - 3 units
MWEF, 3:10-4:00pm, Thompson 201
**Film Screenings: M, 6:00-8:00pm; T, 5:00-7:00pm

Film Streaming Available in the LLRC (Thompson 210)
Contextual Understanding in the Arts and Humanities
Instructor: Rachel Halverson/Colonel Glen Downing

Prerequisite: Must be a current Honors student

Representing War: An Intercultural Approach to Portrayals of War in Germany and the United
States

In this course, students will study the historical, philosophical and contemporary underpinnings of war in
an American and German context. Co-taught by a 26-year veteran of the United States Air Force and an
expert in 20"- and 21%-century German culture and film, this course offers students the unique
opportunity to reflect on war from a myriad of perspectives. Course readings, examinations of
representative cinematic, literary, artistic treatments of war, and class discussions will encourage students
to think thoughtfully, critically and in a well-informed manner about war, to understand national security
policy, its implementation and dissemination, to examine the portrayals of war and the memorialization
of war in the United States and Germany through an intercultural lens, and to identify the culture-specific
and universal parameters of war.

Required Films:
Stalingrad (1993), Enemy at the Gates (2001), Die Briicke (1959), Saving Private Ryan (1998), Paths of Glory
(1957)

Required texts:
War and Existence: A Philosophical Inquiry by Michael Gelven (Penn State UP, 2005).

(Additional course readings will be made available to students in Blackboard Learning.)

HONORS 280.2 - 3 units
MWF 11:10-12 noon, Honors 142



Contextual Understanding in the Arts and Humanities
Instructor: Pamela Lee

Prerequisite: Must be a current Honors student

Exploring the Art of Portraiture

An oft repeated adage states that before twenty you have the face that you were born with, after that
you have the face you deserve. The adage may stem from Shakespeare’s Hamlet: “God has given you one
face, and you make yourself another.”

Character is revealed in the face. Can we shape our character, and thus the face we wear through life?
We anticipate, consider, and expend considerable effort when planning our education, careers, families,
and the acquisition of material possessions. Can we look ahead and anticipate who we might be at fifty,
sixty, or eighty? Or, are we simply batted about and patted into shape by family, economics, culture, and
by the vicissitudes of fate? In this increasingly global era, do we retain a national identity communicated
through the human visage? Or, is “face reading” universally understood? We will ask these underlying
questions as we encounter and explore the art of visual portraiture, dipping across time, continents and
cultures to investigate painted, sculpted, and photographed faces. We will question the various

aiilications of iortraiture, iast and iresent, considering how life’s large human themes — love, mortality,

Required text:
- 3 units

Instructor:

Prerequisite: Must be a current Honors student

Required texts
X

- 3 units

Prerequisite: Must be a current Honors student




