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Instructor: Lucia Soriano     

Office: Wilson-Short Hall 114 

Email: lucia.soriano@wsu.edu   

Office Hours: Tu/Th 11:00am-12:00pm, or by appt. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course explores U.S. popular culture as more than entertainment and asks students to 

interrogate the relationship between women and popular culture. It prepares students for a 

theoretical and critical discussion of popular culture through readings that investigate questions 

like, “What is popular culture?” and “What are the politics of popular culture?” Women and 

Popular Culture sets up the foundation for students to become familiar with the term the “male 

gaze,” and how race, gender, class, and sexuality are historically and presently embodied and 

constructed in mediums like, films and celebrities. The course examines the ways in which the 

category of “woman” is socially constructed and how our lives are shaped by the messages, 

meanings, and practices that result from popular culture. Students will engage with both 

academic and journalistic style assigned readings that guide students to go beyond understanding 

popular culture as “good” or “bad,” but rather asks students to intellectually wrestle questions 

such as: “How are popular culture trends and representations in popular culture constructed, both 

materially and ideologically?” Students will explore the above questions and more through the 

themes of feminism and popular culture, Valentine’s Day, post-feminism, beauty politics, beauty 

and body positivity, aging, reality television, social media, the self-care movement, motherhood, 

chick-lit, the princess story, and finally through the figure of the unruly woman.  

STUDENT LEARNING GOALS 

Students will... 

✓ Become familiar with theoretical readings in critical popular culture studies  

✓ Gain an understanding of the scholarly study of women and popular  

✓ Practice leadership skills by acting as a “student discussant” and crafting class discussion 

questions 

✓ Be able to identify how representations in popular culture are constructed, both materially 

and ideologically   

✓ Be able write about popular culture in a critical manner by drawing on key concepts and 

frameworks discussed in assigned readings and discussions. 
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REQUIRED TEXTS 

✓  Too Fat, Too Slutty, Too Loud: The Rise and Reign of the Unruly Woman by 

Anne Helen Petersen—Students must purchase a hard copy or paper back of this book. It is 

available at The Bookie or online retailers (Amazon for ~$16.00). No digital (iPad/tablet) 

copies allowed in class.  

✓ Selected Readings on Blackboard (BB). Tablets and laptops will be allowed in class when 

the assigned readings come from Blackboard (BB). 

✓ Straight/Curve: Redefining Body Image (2017) or Embrace (2016)—During Week 7 you will 

be required to pick 1 (one) of these documentaries to watch instead of a traditional assigned 

reading.  Straight/Curve (2017) is available on Hulu and Epix streaming services. Embrace 

(2016) is available on Netflix and to rent on YouTube, Amazon, iTunes, and other online 

retailers for ~$4.99.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Class Attendance (10 points): Attendance in this class is required and valuable. Students are 

allowed 3 absences without penalty. On the fourth absence and on, 1 point will be deducted for 

each absence from your class attendance points.  

✓ I take attendance at 9:10 am on the dot. If you arrive after I have taken attendance it is your 

responsibility to check-in with me AFTER class. Otherwise, you will be marked absent. 

✓ I do not tolerate tardiness. Arriving 15 minutes late or later will result in ½ of an absence. 

✓ I do not want to see phones out from 9:10-10:25am, unless you have notified me BEFORE 

class of a specific reason you need to have it out. This means do not have it out on your desk, 

in front of you, or on your lap. If I see it at all, this will result in an absence for the day.  

✓ University absences (whether, athletic or other university related events) will be excused 

with proper documentation BEFORE the absence—not after. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

✓ Students are responsible for ensuring that they attend all class meetings and complete all in-

class and out-of-class work as assigned by the instructor.  Students are also responsible for 

communicating with the instructor should they need to be absent. Missing class meetings will 

result in reducing the overall grade in the class. 

Participation (10 points): Participation, like attendance is highly important in this class. 

Students are expected to bring their assigned reading(s) to class. I will be looking for quality in 

your contributions to class discussion. It is also to your advantage to listen closely to the 

lecture/class discussion and to respond thoughtfully and respectfully to the topic, to your 

instructor, and to your peers. No laptop note taking or photos of Power Point will be allowed. 

Recordings of any kind will not be allowed. Tablets and laptops will only be allowed in class 

when the assigned readings come from Blackboard (BB). Finally, disruptive behavior will make 
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students lose points for participation. The following are examples of disruptive behavior: (1) 

leaving class early without prior consultation, (2) talking to classmates during lecture, (3) 

reading the newspaper, etc. If students engage in any of these behaviors during class (or in any 

other behavior that I deem disruptive), they will lose 2 points from participation points. 

At the end of the semester, I will calculate individual participation points using the 

following rubric: 

Excellent (10-9 points) requires that you play a leadership role in discussion, demonstrate that 

you carefully read and thoughtfully considered the text; discuss points articulately; listen 

sensitively and respond intelligently to other’s views; do not interrupt, obstruct or dominate 

discussion; ask insightful, carefully constructed questions; and take responsibility for the overall 

quality of the discussion.  

Above Average (8-7 points) requires that you participate actively in discussion, demonstrate 

good knowledge of the text, work to achieve understanding, listen to other viewpoints, and ask 

sound questions.  

Average (6 points) requires that you follow the discussion, make occasional comments, have a 

basic knowledge of the text, and sometimes ask questions. 

Below Average (5 points) requires that you occupy a seat and occasionally show signs of life. 

Failure (4 points and below) requires that you occupy a seat but show no signs of life. 

Question and Quote (Entries) (25 points): Each Question and Quote will be worth 1 point for a 

total of 25 points. Students will need to submit (in class) one typed question and one typed quote 

from the assigned readings at each class meeting. Pose open-ended questions, not questions that 

ask your audience to regurgitate “facts,” or that can be answered with a “yes” or “no.” Your 

question could address a specific reading, or a theme running through several readings/chapters. 

Quotes may be anything from the readings that resonates with you and should be up to 8 

sentences long. Along with the quote, write at least one paragraph (a paragraph is 5-10 sentences 

long) explaining why you find the quote significant. We will call each Question and Quote 

“entries.” These will be used to facilitate class discussion. Each entry must be typed, printed in 

black ink, double-spaced, and up to one page long. In order to get full credit, each entry must be 

prefaced with a heading containing the following information: your name, WST 338, date, and 

entry number. Entries must be numbered consecutively (from 1- 25). At the end of this syllabus 

is a template for you to follow in order to make your entry will be successful. For instance, the 

first entry, which is due on Thursday, January 11 and will look like the template on the last page 

of the syllabus.  

Student Discussant (10 points): From Week 5 to Week 14 each student will be required to act 

as “Student Discussant” for one class period during the semester. At the beginning of the term 

students will sign up to lead a discussion (i.e., be a discussant) on the assigned readings of the 

day. Typically, there will be 1-3 students each class period. If there is more than one class 

reading that day, the readings can be split up (one reading per student). When a student is a 

Discussant they do not have to submit a Question and Quote. Students must stick to the 

following requirements to receive the 10 points for this assignment:  



 4 

✓ First, present a brief summary (5 minutes) of the readings’ key points to the class. Students 

are allowed to use a media clip to include in their presentation (2 points).  

✓ Second, lead class discussion for the day by bringing in 1-3 Discussion Questions stimulated 

by the assigned reading(s) and/or in class discussion. Students will write the question(s) on 

the board (2 points).  

✓ Three, prepare 1-2 points of discussion to unpack with classmates (i.e., a quote or part of the 

reading that stands out). Think of this as talking your usual Quote and Quote entry out loud 

(2 points).  

✓  Finally, at the end of the class period, the student will submit one hard copy of their work 

from the day. Students should follow the same heading information from the Question and 

Quote format (see above) here. The document must include: 1) brief summary (one 

paragraph long 5-10 sentences) 2) 1-3 discussion questions 3) and 1-2 points of discussion to 

the instructor (4 points). No email or late copies will be accepted. 

Student Discussants for the day are expected to act professionally, be respectful of other Student 

Discussants, the rest of the class, and of the instructor. This assignment is meant to facilitate 

critical thinking, engaged discussions around the readings and topics in this course, and for 

students to learn to build on one another during class discussion.  

Documentary Film Response Paper (5 points): In lieu of a traditional assigned reading for 

Thursday, February 22nd, students will either watch Straight/Curve: Redefining Body Image or 

Embrace as their assigned reading before coming to class. Students will rent the documentary of 

their choice and treat it as a required text. Students will need to watch the documentary that they 

choose and write their response paper as a take-home assignment and come to class prepared to 

discuss the selected documentary style film with their classmates and submit their hard copy 

response paper at the end of the class period. A hand-out with specific details and grading rubric 

will be given out one week before the assignment is due.  

Critical Analysis Paper (40 points): At the end of the semester students will submit one critical 

response paper that is analytical and grounded in the topics covered in the course. Each paper 

will focus on one specific area of “women and popular culture” of the student’s choice (students 

can elect a topic included in the course or one that is not included in the course, with the 

permission of instructor). The student will draw on course readings and research academic 

sources to support their argument. The critical analysis paper will be double-spaced, include in 

class and outside academic sources, and be five to seven pages in length. Students who wish to 

turn in a draft to the instructor for feedback must notify me in-person or by email by the end of 

Week 14. This final paper will be due via Blackboard by May 4th at 5:00 pm PST. No late work 

accepted. A hand-out with specific details and grading rubric will be given out at the mid-term.  

A note about class expectations: Since this is a 300-level course, students will be expected to 

contribute to class discussion at each class meeting. The selected readings and media for the 

course are designed to stimulate a lively scholarly discussion. I will come to class with a brief 

lecture and/or discussion question(s) and will expect the Student Discussants of the class period 

to facilitate most of the class discussion for the day. When students are not acting as Student 
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Discussant they are expected to come to class having completed all the readings assigned for that 

day and willing and eager to engage with the material in class. Student should come prepared to 

participate in class discussion with their Question and Quote. In addition, if the physical class 

space allows, we will set up the tables and chairs in a circle at the beginning of each class to help 

facilitate our discussion. 

 

Grade Breakdown 

Attendance = 10 points     

Participation = 10 points 

Question and Quote= 25 points 

Student Discussant = 10 points 

Documentary Film Response Paper = 5 points  

Critical Analysis Paper = 40 points 

Total = 100 points  

 

 

 

 

A note about Week 15 Meetings with Instructor: During Week 15 students will come to my 

office to have individual meetings with me about their grade up until that point. I will hand 

students a final grade sheet that includes the scores, grades, and absences that I have recorded for 

each student, excluding the critical analysis paper grade because it is due on May 4th during 

finals week. Students will sign up for one time slot. These meetings will be held on Tuesday, 

April 24 and Thursday, April 26 during our normal class time. Meetings will run from 2-5 

minutes in length. While this meeting is not part of their final grade, this meeting is intended so 

that there are no “surprises” with finals grades and to avoid any emails on the last week of the 

semester asking why you received grade X and not grade Y.  

COURSE POLICIES 

Netiquette: Students are encouraged to check their WSU email at least once a day. Email is the 

way I use to communicate with students if there are any changes to the schedule or if I need to 

cancel class for emergency purposes. I check my email frequently. I reply to emails within 24 

hours of receipt. When emailing me, I expect students to observe the following proprieties in 

messages, as they would with any professional colleague:  

✓ Emails must have a specific salutation: “Dear Lucia/ or “Good Morning/Afternoon/ Evening 

Lucia /” or “Hi Lucia” are all appropriate.  

✓ Emails must be sent from the student’s WSU account, unless an emergency requires them to 

use an alternate account. If students send from an alternate account, please follow up with me 

if they do not hear from me within 24 hours.  

▪ 100-93 A 

▪ 92-90 A- 

▪ 89-88 B+ 

▪ 87-83 B 

▪ 82-80 B- 

▪ 79-78 C+ 

▪ 77-73 C 

▪ 72-70 C- 

▪ 69-68 D+ 

▪ 67-63 D 

▪ 63-0 F 
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✓ Official WSU Statement: “Per new WSU policy, the preferred email address for all active 

students in myWSU has been changed to your WSU email address. All correspondence 

regarding academic and business-related activities will be sent to your WSU email address”  

✓ Emails must close with a signature (“Sincerely,” “Thank you,” etc.)  

✓ Emails should be grammatically correct, clear, and concise.  

✓ Emails should not be sent to request information they can get elsewhere with minimal effort 

(i.e., my office hours, office location, phone number, due dates, etc. All of these are listed in 

the syllabus. I may or may not respond to such emails.)  

✓ Assume that email response will come within 24 hours; if it hasn’t come by then, students 

should feel free to remind me of their message.  

If a student has a complaint or concern about something, they should always come to see me 

about it in person. Email is not an appropriate forum for anything important enough to be dealt 

with in an extended conversation because it can’t convey tone which might allow for 

misinterpretation. 

Academic Integrity:  In all instances, you must do your own work.  Otherwise, you are being 

dishonest. There is no excuse for plagiarism, or for submitting another's work, ideas, or wording 

as your own, or for not doing your own work.  In simple terms, plagiarism is the act of using 

another person's words or work without giving them credit for it.  Relatedly, academic 

dishonesty involves not doing the work you are supposed to do on your own.  If you do not 

understand the seriousness of plagiarism and/or academic dishonesty, and the importance of 

avoiding those behaviors, you are encouraged to read WSU's Academic Integrity Policy (WSU 

Student Handbook, WAC 504-26-202—Acts of Dishonesty and WAC 504-26-010—

Definitions). Plagiarism and academic dishonesty, whether intentional or unintentional, may 

result in a grade of "F" for the assignment in question, or a grade of "F" for the entire course, at 

my discretion. Should there be any suspicion of plagiarism or any other form of academic 

dishonesty, I will discuss the situation with you first and then with the Director of American 

Studies and Chair of Critical Culture, Gender, and Race Studies.  I will then alert the Office of 

Student Conduct, which may result in an academic integrity hearing and university sanctions 

against you. If you are at any time unclear about what constitutes plagiarism, cheating, or 

academic dishonesty, contact me and I will clarify it for you. 

About Grammar and Writing: You are in college and taking a writing in the major course, 

which means that at this point in your academic career, you must be able to communicate 

coherently and effectively. In order to do that, you must be able to demonstrate a certain level of 

technical ability in your writing. With that in mind, here are a few goofs that will make you lose 

points in the written work assigned for this class (i.e., Question and Quote (Entries), Student 

Discussant, Documentary Film Response Paper and Critical Analysis Paper):  

✓ Calling authors by their first name. Always use their full name or their last name, and never 

their first name alone.  

▪ Misuse of the following words:  

 affect/effect  
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 dominate/dominant  for/four 

 its/it’s 

 quite/quiet 

 there/they’re/their  then/than  

 to/too/two 

 weather/whether  woman/women  your/you’re  

✓  Made up words like irregardless (it’s irrespective or regardless) or supposably (it’s 

supposedly); misspelled words like ethniticities (spelled ethnicities) or priviledge (spelled 

privilege); and incongruent pairing of words like “should of” (it’s should’ve or should have).  

✓  Each one of these offenses (or offenses like them) will make you lose 2 points every time 

they appear in your work.  

▪ In order to streamline grading, I have designed a key for corrections. I am including it here to 

let you know why you had points taken off. When I return your work after being graded, they 

will have codes instead of corrections, here is the key to decipher what I am telling you:  

✓ Awk →Awkward sentence structure 

 ✓ IH →Incomplete/inaccurate Heading (for Entries) 

✓ SP →Spelled wrong 

✓ Huh? →I have no idea what you are trying to say 

✓WW →Wrong word 

✓ IS →Incomplete Sentence 

✓ IT →Incomplete Thought 

✓ InSt →Inaccurate statement/bogus fact/unsupported claim 

✓ IEnt →Incomplete Entry (for Quote and Quote Entry) 

✓ Ram →Rambling, beside the point, not relevant to point/topic/reading in question 

Bottom Line: Mind your grammar and write coherently, and accurately. 

About Terminology: In both your written and verbal engagement in this course it is NOT 

permissible to use either of the following term:  

• ✓  Colored person/people/man/woman, etc. Things are colored. People are of color, or 

alternatively, African-American, Black, Latino, Asian-American, etc. “Colored people” 

or “coloreds” are offensive, derogatory, archaic terms that were meant to create a 

linguistic inferiority about, and maintain and reinforce social inequality in relation to 

non-Whites. It comes from a time in which non-White groups were seen as less than 

human, and thus, does not mean the same thing as people of color.  

If I witness any use of this term in your written work or classroom discussion, I will refer you 

back to this section of the course policies to refresh your memory. The ONLY exception to the 

above policy is when you are referencing or citing an author, a character, etc. who is 

using/discussing the term. In an instance like that, the quote should be properly referenced or 

cited to determine its origin.  

ADDITIONAL UNIVERSITY INFORMATION 

Disability Accommodation: Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations are 

available for students with documented disabilities or chronic medical conditions. If you have a 

disability and need accommodations to fully participate in this class, please visit the Access 

Center website to follow published procedures to request accommodations: 

http://www.accesscenter.wsu.edu. Students may also either call or visit the Access Center in 

person to schedule an appointment with an Access Advisor. Location: Washington Building 217; 

Phone: 509-335-3417. All disability related accommodations MUST be approved through the 
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Access Center. Students with approved accommodations are strongly encouraged to visit with 

instructors early in the semester during office hours to discuss logistics.  

Inclusive Learning Statement: Your success in this class is important to me. We will all need 

accommodations because we all learn differently. If there are aspects of this course that prevent 

you from learning or exclude you, please let me know as soon as possible. Together we’ll 

develop strategies to meet both your needs and the requirements of the course. I encourage you 

to visit the Access Center to determine how you could improve your learning as well. If you need 

official accommodations, you have a right to have these met. 

Campus Safety Plan/Emergency Information: Classroom and campus safety are of paramount 

importance at Washington State University, and are the shared responsibility of the entire 

campus population. WSU urges students to follow the “Alert, Assess, Act” protocol for all types 

of emergencies and the “Run, Hide, Fight” response for an active shooter incident. Remain 

ALERT (through direct observation or emergency notification), ASSESS your specific situation, 

and ACT in the most appropriate way to assure your own safety (and the safety of others if you 

are able). Please sign up for emergency alerts on your account at MyWSU. For more information 

on this subject, campus safety, and related topics, please view the FBI’s Run, Hide, Fight video 

and visit the WSU safety portal. 

Student Safety Quick Links: 

WSU Police: 911 for emergencies, (509) 335-8548 for non-emergencies; offers a full range of 

traditional police functions, public programs, and more 

Alternatives to Violence of the Palouse(ATVP): Off Campus, 1-877-334-2887; 24 hour 

emergency and supportive services to family and sexual violence victims and survivors and their 

children 

Sex and Gender based violence: Sex and gender based violence includes, but is not limited to, 

non-consensual sexual contact, sexual exploitation, stalking, domestic violence, and dating 

violence.  WSU Executive Policy #15 prohibits sexual misconduct, including sexual assault and 

other sexual violence. If you have experienced sex and gender based violence, OEO can help you 

find resources, make a report, and assist with implementing personal safety measures. For more 

information on sex and gender based violence, visit: https://oeo.wsu.edu/sgbv/ 

 

2018 Spring Schedule 

Note: I reserve the right to make changes to the schedule. I will announce changes in advance in 

class or via email. (BB) indicates that the assigned reading is available on Blackboard under 

“Content” as a PDF or as a link to a website. (TFTSTL) indicates that the assigned reading is 

from the required textbook Too Fat, Too Slutty, Too Loud: The Rise and Reign of the Unruly 

Woman.  Under each day, it will say “Read:” and then the title of the reading, this indicates that 

you must read the assigned reading BEFORE coming to class.  

 

 

Week 1 Introductions 
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Tuesday, January 9 Introduction to the Course 

▪ Go over Syllabus 

Thursday, January 11 What is Popular Culture? 

▪ Read: “What is Popular Culture?”—Takacs (BB)  

▪ Due: Entry #1 

 

Week 2  

Tuesday, January 16 What is Popular Culture? 

▪ Read: “What Is the Function of Popular Culture?” —Takacs (BB) 

▪ Due: Enry #2 

Thursday, January 18 What is Popular Culture? 

▪ Read: “What are the Politics of Popular Culture?”—Takacs (BB) 

▪ Due: Entry #3 

 
Week 3 

Tuesday, January 23 What is Popular Culture? 

▪ Read: “How Do We Relate to Popular Culture?”—Takacs (BB) 

▪ Due: Entry #4 

Thursday, January 25 Frameworks for the Study of Women and Popular Culture 

▪ Read: 1) “Mulvey’s ‘Visual Pleasure & Narrative Cinema’ Without All The Psychoanalytic 

Theory”—James (BB) and 2) “10 Things About Laura Mulvey’s Visual Pleasure And 

Narrative Cinema”—Aitken (BB) 

▪ Due: Entry #5 

 
Week 4  

Tuesday, January 30 Frameworks for the Study of Women and Popular Culture 

▪ Read: “Mass-Produced Fantasies for Women”—Modleski (BB)   

▪ Due: Entry #6 

Thursday, February 1 Frameworks for the Study of Women and Popular Culture 

▪ Read: “The Creature from the Black Lagoon: Marilyn Monroe and Whiteness”—Banner 

(BB) 

▪ Due: Entry #7 

 
 

 

Week 5  
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Tuesday, February 6 Frameworks for the Study of Women and Popular Culture 

▪ Read: “The Hollywood Latina Body as Site of Social Struggle: Media Constructions of 

Stardom and Jennifer Lopez's "Cross-over Butt"—Beltran (BB)  

▪ Due: Entry #8 

Thursday, February 8 Feminism and Popular Culture 

▪ Read: “Feminists Debate Beyoncé”—Hobson (BB) 

▪ Due: Entry #9  

 
Week 6  

Tuesday, February 13 Valentine’s Day 

▪ Read: 1) “6 Totally Unromantic Truths About Valentine's Day Spending”—Tuttle (BB), 

2) “Which gifts do you plan to give on Valentine's Day 2016?”—Statista (BB), and 3) “Is 

Valentine’s Day The Most Anti-Feminist Holiday Ever?”—Bowling (BB) 

▪ Due: Entry #10 

Thursday, February 15 Post-Feminism  

▪ Read: “Postfeminist media culture: elements of a sensibility”—Gill (BB)  

▪ Due: Entry #11 

 
Week 7  

Tuesday, February 20 Beauty Politics   

▪ Read: “Aesthetic Labour: Beauty Politics in Neoliberalism”—Elias et. al (BB) 

▪ Due: Entry #12  

Thursday, February 22 Beauty and Body Positivity  

▪ Read: View Straight/Curve (2017) or View Embrace (2016) 

▪ Due: Documentary Film Response Paper for Straight/Curve (2017) or Embrace (2016) 

▪ No Question and Quote due  

 
Week 8 

Tuesday, February 27 Aging 

▪ Read: 1) “The Double Standard of Aging”—Sontag (BB) 2) “The Year That Skin Care 

Became a Coping Mechanism”—Tolentino (BB) and 3) “The Ever-Changing Business of 

‘Anti-Aging’”—Hess (BB) 

▪ Due: Entry #13 

 

 

 

Thursday, March 1 Reality Television 
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▪ Read: 1) “The Real Scandal: Portrayals of Black Women in Reality TV”—Ward (BB) 2) 

“Where is Clair Huxtable When You Need Her? The Desperate Search for Positive Media 

Images of African American Women in the Age of Reality TV”—Wynn (BB) 

▪ Due: Entry #14 

 
Week 9  

Tuesday, March 6 Social Media  

▪ Read: 1) “‘I Guess A Lot Of People See Me As A Big Sister Or A Friend’: The Role Of 

Intimacy In The Celebrification Of Beauty Vloggers”—Berryman and Kavka (BB) and 2) 

“Photos and Videos as Social Currency Online”—Pew Research Center (BB) 

▪ Due: Entry #15 

Thursday, March 8 The Self-Care Movement  

▪ Read: 1) “A Burst of Light: Living With Cancer”—Lorde (BB) 2) “Understanding The 

Radical History Of Self-Care Is Essential To Practicing It Successfully”— Trombetta (BB) 

and 3) “How YouTubers Like Zoella Capitalize On The Self-Care Movement”—Sands(BB)  

▪ Due: Entry #16 

 
Spring Break—No class 

 
Week 10  

Tuesday, March 20 Motherhood 

▪ Read: “The Escalating Price of Motherhood: Aesthetic Labour in Popular Representations of 

‘Stay-at-home’ Mothers”—Benedictis and Orgad (BB)  

▪ Due: Entry #17 

Thursday, March 22 Chick Lit 

▪ Read: “That’s Me! Enter Every Woman”—Missler (BB) 

▪ Due: Entry #18 

 

Week 11  

Tuesday, March 27 The Princess Story 

▪ Read: “Disney’s ‘Feminist’ Princess Stories”—Rothschild (BB) 

▪ Due: Entry #19 

Thursday, March 29 Theorizing the Unruly Woman 

▪ Read:1) “Pig Ladies, Big Ladies, and Ladies with Big Mouths: Feminism and the 

Carnivalesque”—Rowe (BB) and 2) “Introduction” (TFTSTL) 

▪ Due: Entry #20 
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Week 12  

Tuesday, April 3 The Rise and Reign of the Unruly Woman 

▪ Read: 1) “Too Fat—Melissa McCarthy” —Petersen and 2) “Too Gross—Abbi Jacobson and 

Ilana Glazer” —Petersen (TFTSTL) 

▪ Due: Entry #21 

Thursday, April 5 The Rise and Reign of the Unruly Woman 

▪ Read: 1) “Too Slutty—Nicki Minaj” and 2) “Too Old—Madonna”—Petersen (TFTSTL) 

▪ Due: Entry #22 

 
Week 13  

Tuesday, April 10 The Rise and Reign of the Unruly Woman 

▪ Read: 1) “Too Pregnant—Kim Kardashian” and 2) “Too Shrill—Hillary Clinton”—Petersen 

(TFTSTL) 

▪ Due: Question and Quote #23 

Thursday, April 12 The Rise and Reign of the Unruly Woman 

▪ Read: 1) “Skirt Chasers: Why the Media Depicts the Trans Revolution in Lipstick and in 

Heels”—Serano (BB) and 2) “Too Queer—Caityln Jenner”—Petersen (TFTSTL) 

▪ Due: Entry #24 

 
Week 14  

Tuesday, April 17 The Rise and Reign of the Unruly Woman 

▪ Read: 1) “Too Strong—Serena Williams”—Petersen (TFTSTL) and 2) “Too Naked—Lena 

Dunham”—Petersen (TFTSTL) 

▪ Due: Entry #25 

Thursday, April 19 Final Day of Class  

▪ Final Thoughts  

▪ No Reading(s) 

▪ No Entry  

 
Week 15 Meetings with Instructor 

▪ Tuesday, April 24 and Thursday, April 26— Students will meet with me individually during 

Week 15.  

Note: We will not meet for normally scheduled class after Week 14. The final paper will be due 

via Blackboard by May 4th at 5:00 pm PST. No late work accepted. 
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First and Last Name 

WST 338 

01/11/18 

Entry #1  

Question: Write your question here? 

 

 

Quote: “Write your quote here” (page number from PDF or book). 

  

 

 Write at least one paragraph here (a paragraph is 5-10 sentences long) 
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	COURSE REQUIREMENTS
	Class Attendance (10 points): Attendance in this class is required and valuable. Students are allowed 3 absences without penalty. On the fourth absence and on, 1 point will be deducted for each absence from your class attendance points.
	 I take attendance at 9:10 am on the dot. If you arrive after I have taken attendance it is your responsibility to check-in with me AFTER class. Otherwise, you will be marked absent.
	 I do not tolerate tardiness. Arriving 15 minutes late or later will result in ½ of an absence.
	 I do not want to see phones out from 9:10-10:25am, unless you have notified me BEFORE class of a specific reason you need to have it out. This means do not have it out on your desk, in front of you, or on your lap. If I see it at all, this will resu...
	 University absences (whether, athletic or other university related events) will be excused with proper documentation BEFORE the absence—not after. NO EXCEPTIONS.
	At the end of the semester, I will calculate individual participation points using the following rubric:
	Student Discussant (10 points): From Week 5 to Week 14 each student will be required to act as “Student Discussant” for one class period during the semester. At the beginning of the term students will sign up to lead a discussion (i.e., be a discussan...
	 First, present a brief summary (5 minutes) of the readings’ key points to the class. Students are allowed to use a media clip to include in their presentation (2 points).
	 Second, lead class discussion for the day by bringing in 1-3 Discussion Questions stimulated by the assigned reading(s) and/or in class discussion. Students will write the question(s) on the board (2 points).
	 Three, prepare 1-2 points of discussion to unpack with classmates (i.e., a quote or part of the reading that stands out). Think of this as talking your usual Quote and Quote entry out loud (2 points).
	  Finally, at the end of the class period, the student will submit one hard copy of their work from the day. Students should follow the same heading information from the Question and Quote format (see above) here. The document must include: 1) brief ...
	Student Discussants for the day are expected to act professionally, be respectful of other Student Discussants, the rest of the class, and of the instructor. This assignment is meant to facilitate critical thinking, engaged discussions around the read...
	Documentary Film Response Paper (5 points): In lieu of a traditional assigned reading for Thursday, February 22nd, students will either watch Straight/Curve: Redefining Body Image or Embrace as their assigned reading before coming to class. Students w...
	Critical Analysis Paper (40 points): At the end of the semester students will submit one critical response paper that is analytical and grounded in the topics covered in the course. Each paper will focus on one specific area of “women and popular cult...
	Grade Breakdown
	Attendance = 10 points
	COURSE POLICIES
	Student Safety Quick Links:
	2018 Spring Schedule
	Week 1 Introductions
	Tuesday, January 9 Introduction to the Course
	Thursday, January 11 What is Popular Culture?
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Thursday, January 25 Frameworks for the Study of Women and Popular Culture
	Week 4
	Tuesday, January 30 Frameworks for the Study of Women and Popular Culture
	Thursday, February 1 Frameworks for the Study of Women and Popular Culture
	 Read: “The Creature from the Black Lagoon: Marilyn Monroe and Whiteness”—Banner (BB)
	Week 5
	Tuesday, February 6 Frameworks for the Study of Women and Popular Culture
	 Read: “The Hollywood Latina Body as Site of Social Struggle: Media Constructions of Stardom and Jennifer Lopez's "Cross-over Butt"—Beltran (BB)
	Thursday, February 8 Feminism and Popular Culture
	 Read: “Feminists Debate Beyoncé”—Hobson (BB)
	 Due: Entry #9
	Week 6
	Tuesday, February 13 Valentine’s Day
	 Read: 1) “6 Totally Unromantic Truths About Valentine's Day Spending”—Tuttle (BB), 2) “Which gifts do you plan to give on Valentine's Day 2016?”—Statista (BB), and 3) “Is Valentine’s Day The Most Anti-Feminist Holiday Ever?”—Bowling (BB)
	 Due: Entry #10
	Thursday, February 15 Post-Feminism
	 Due: Entry #11
	Week 7
	Tuesday, February 20 Beauty Politics
	 Due: Entry #12
	Week 8
	 Due: Entry #13
	Thursday, March 1 Reality Television
	 Read: 1) “The Real Scandal: Portrayals of Black Women in Reality TV”—Ward (BB) 2) “Where is Clair Huxtable When You Need Her? The Desperate Search for Positive Media Images of African American Women in the Age of Reality TV”—Wynn (BB)
	 Due: Entry #14
	Week 9
	 Due: Entry #15
	 Read: 1) “A Burst of Light: Living With Cancer”—Lorde (BB) 2) “Understanding The Radical History Of Self-Care Is Essential To Practicing It Successfully”— Trombetta (BB) and 3) “How YouTubers Like Zoella Capitalize On The Self-Care Movement”—Sands(BB)
	 Due: Entry #16
	Spring Break—No class
	Week 10
	 Due: Entry #17
	 Due: Entry #18
	Week 11
	 Due: Entry #19
	Week 12
	Tuesday, April 3 The Rise and Reign of the Unruly Woman
	 Read: 1) “Too Fat—Melissa McCarthy” —Petersen and 2) “Too Gross—Abbi Jacobson and Ilana Glazer” —Petersen (TFTSTL)
	 Due: Entry #21
	Thursday, April 5 The Rise and Reign of the Unruly Woman
	 Read: 1) “Too Slutty—Nicki Minaj” and 2) “Too Old—Madonna”—Petersen (TFTSTL)
	 Due: Entry #22
	Week 13
	 Due: Question and Quote #23
	 Due: Entry #24
	Week 14
	 Read: 1) “Too Strong—Serena Williams”—Petersen (TFTSTL) and 2) “Too Naked—Lena Dunham”—Petersen (TFTSTL)
	 Due: Entry #25
	Week 15 Meetings with Instructor
	 Tuesday, April 24 and Thursday, April 26— Students will meet with me individually during Week 15.
	Note: We will not meet for normally scheduled class after Week 14. The final paper will be due via Blackboard by May 4th at 5:00 pm PST. No late work accepted.

