
CES 325: Traveling Cultures 
Tu/Th, Sloan 150, 12:00-1:15, 3 Credits 

 
Instructor – Bruce Lee Hazelwood, Wilson-Short 122 
Email: bruce.l.hazelwood@email.wsu.edu 
Office hours – Tu/Th 10:30-11:50 and by appointment 
 

Tourists themselves perform the role of tourists upon the stages prepared for them by the 
tourist industry, by the specialist tourism media, and by the actions of preceding tourists. 

The role of the tourist requires a particular way of relating to the environment that might be 
characterized as variously adventurous, wide-eyed, and curious… Tourist behavior is 

learned behavior that takes place in an appropriate context 
Kevin Hannam & Dan Knox, Understanding Tourism 

 
In Hawai’i and the Philippines, manifesting destinations involve both the gendered and 

racialized justification and use of military force and the productive conversion of the tropics 
into eroticized commodities. As the benevolent architect of this constructive global 

governance, the United States deploys both the carrot and the stick. 
Vernadette Vicuna Gonzalez, Securing Paradise 

 
Ghost stories as a form of historical narrative therefore do double work: they call to  mind 
disturbing historical knowledge that we feel compelled to face, but they also contain the 

threat of that knowledge by marking it as unbelievable. 
Tiya Miles, Tales from the Haunted South 

 
Course Description –  
 
This course examines the social and historical conditions – including relations, practices, and 
economic factors – animating tourism and the global migration of culture. This course encompasses 
three lines of analysis: one, examining migrating cultures due to social, historical, economic, and 
political upheaval; two, examining cultures that reinvent themselves to capitalize on modern tourist 
industries; and three, examining the power dynamics embedded in tourism. This course aims to 
familiarize students with the many interrelated factors of tourism and traveling cultures by engaging 
in recent scholarship in fields such as cultural studies, history, sociology, and ethnic studies. 
Specifically, this course will critically examine tourism in general, including memorials, 
historical/nationalistic sites, race/gender/class/etc., genocide, sex tourism/slavery, militarism, 
exoticism, the environment, and dark tourism. Starting with a wider look at global tourism, the 
course examines the effects on those engaging in tourism (tourists, employees, resorts, corporations, 
environment, etc.). Along these lines, the course proceeds to discuss the intersections of militarism 
and tourism, the effect of tourism on the environment, and finally looks at the emerging trend of 
dark tourism. Dark tourism represents problematic issues concerning history, race, culture, and 
capitalism. 
 
Learning Outcomes –  
 

1) Facilitate student critical thinking with historical and contemporary accounts of tourism, 
including links to nationalism, racial politics, oppression, and politics of leisure 
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2) Provide students a foundation to understand the social, cultural, and political situations in 
which tourism operates, flourishes, and who it benefits 

3) Recognize the effect tourism and tourism industry has on the environment, ecosystems, 
cultures/lifestyles, and the future 

4) Engage students to analyze tourism critically as more than just leisure 
5) Facilitate the ability of students to engage in current affairs in relation to tourism and 

traveling cultures globally and locally 
 
TAKE NOTE – Despite the size of the class, I encourage active participation in class. As such, this 
is a discussion-based class. With this in mind, it is important that everyone enter class with an open 
mind. We will meaningfully engage in intellectual conversations, and because everyone has a 
different background, it is crucial we respect and listen to each other. You have every right to agree 
or disagree with anything that is read or spoken in class, but you do not have a right to be 
disrespectful. This means no racist, homophobic, sexist, or other derogatory language in class or 
within any written assignments offered within the course.  
 
Required Texts –  
 
Gonzalez, V. V. Securing Paradise: Tourism and Militarism in Hawai’i and the Philippines. (below as SP) 
 
Hannam, K. and Knox, D. Understanding Tourism: a Critical Introduction. (below as UT) 
 
Miles, T. Tales from the Haunted South: Dark Tourism and Memories of Slavery from the Civil War Era. 
(below as TFTHS) 
 
Additionally, throughout the semester there may be supplemental readings available for students via 
Blackboard. 
 
Course Requirements/Assignments –   
 
*Note: There is a terms lecture to help guide students through the semester, and it is imperative to 
incorporate these terms into class discussions, as well as the assignments below 
 

 Attendance/Participation (50 points)  
Attendance is taken periodically throughout the semester. While there is no set limit on 
number of absences, remember, you earn the grade you receive. Students will receive 
participation points completing in class assignments, asking thoughtful questions in class, 
emailing questions/comments, meeting with the instructor individually to discuss readings, 
or giving a note at the beginning of the class with questions/comments. Those who are 
uncomfortable speaking in larger classes should take advantage of emailing 
questions/critiques/comments on the readings, or meeting with the instructor individually. 
Attendance is required for in-class assignments, which cannot be made up if absent. In-class 
assignments can range from video participation sheets, small group discussions, or writing. 

 

 Video Participation Sheets (20 points each, 200 points total) 
Throughout the semester, videos will be shown to augment readings and class discussions. 
These videos will include documentaries and various television shows. Students will take 



notes throughout these videos, and the instructor will provide a few questions after viewing, 
providing about 10-15 minutes to answer the questions. Small and large group discussions 
will follow, allowing students the opportunity to add/subtract from the notes. The quality, 
more than the quantity, of your participation sheets, as well as drawing from course readings 
and discussions, determine grading. This means students need to practice being critical. 
thinkers, writers, and speakers! Participation sheets will also serve as attendance for the day. 
As these will be shown in class, they cannot be made up if absent. 
 
*Note: There are more than 10 video days scheduled throughout the semester, and more 
may be added depending on current events (such as the elections or Halloween) or class 
discussions. This provides the opportunity for extra credit, or to make up missing points for 
whatever reason. 
 

 Selected Reading Summaries (20 points each, 100 points total) 
Throughout the semester, students will provide five (5) thorough and critical summaries of 
the readings. There must be at least one (1) summary for each of the three required texts. 
Each summary should have two (2) chapter summaries (excluding short introduction and 
conclusion chapters…I see you, procrastinators), totaling ten (10) summaries for the 
semester. Each chapter should have at least two (2) paragraphs as a summary, meaning 
students may write more than two paragraphs. Students will also provide their critical 
reflections for their chosen summaries. Further instructions to come, including formatting 
and a grading breakdown. 

 

 Hometown Tourism Brochure (50 points) 
For this assignment, students will rep their city like LeBron James, and create a trifold travel 
brochure for their hometown. As the first assignment in class, this assignment will provide 
students an initial framework with which to analyze tourism. Students will also return to this 
assignment for the final, and turn in an updated/new brochure after a semester’s worth of 
classes. Further instructions to come, including a grading breakdown. 

 

 Artistic Mural (50 points) 
Similar to the Hometown Tourism Brochure, students will create an artistic mural. However, 
this mural will explore students’ perceptions of tourism and traveling cultures globally. This 
means students from the United States must look at these issues outside of North America, 
and international students may choose to project their understandings of tourism and 
traveling cultures in the US. Either way, it must be a representation of tourism and traveling 
cultures outside of your home country (including countries of ancestry) in a more thoughtful 
and critical way than mainstream representations. Further instructions to come, including a 
grading breakdown. 

 

 Dark Tourism – Ghost Tour Construction (50 points) 
Taking a cue from Miles, students will use their knowledge of ghost stories to create their 
own ghost tour. Similar to Miles, students will write a minimum six (6) page paper providing 
the ghost story; the site; what the tour entails; and, using critical thinking, explain how this 
constructed tour does its best to avoid the problems encountered by Miles. Further 
instructions to come, including a grading breakdown. 

 



 Final Project (100 points) 
For the final, students will expand on one of the three previous assignments: the tourism 
brochure, artistic mural, or the ghost tour. As these are expansions (and your final), much 
more will be asked of you. When final instructions are disseminated, a list of potential 
project expansions will be provided (though it is not exhaustive), as well as how to revisit 
your hometown brochure, and the order for the final. 

 
*Note: All class documents (syllabus, assignment instructions, etc.) will post to Blackboard. 
 
Course Policies –  

 Course Syllabus Policy - The instructor(s) of each course shall make available to enrolled 
students a course syllabus which should (a) be presented during the first week of class, (b) 
contain expected student learning outcomes, and (c) include information about the 
method(s) to be used for evaluation of student progress and determination of grades. The 
University, College or Academic Unit may, in published policies, specify additional 
information to be included in course syllabi. Educational Policies and Procedures Manual, 
approved by Faculty Senate 2/14/131.  
 

 Academic Integrity Policy – In all instances, you must do your own work.  Otherwise,  
you are being dishonest. There is no excuse for plagiarism, for submitting another  
person's work, ideas, or wording as your own, or for not doing your own work. In simple  
terms, plagiarism is the act of using another person's words or work without giving them  
credit for it.  Relatedly, academic dishonesty involves not doing the work you are  
supposed to do on your own and claim you did.  If you do not understand the seriousness of 
plagiarism and/or academic dishonesty, and the importance of avoiding those behaviors, I 
would recommend that you please see the Standards for Student Conduct WAC 504-26-010 
(3). Plagiarism and academic dishonesty, whether intentional or unintentional, may result in a 
grade of "F" for the assignment in question, or a grade of "F" for the entire course, at my 
discretion.  The Office of the Dean of Students will then be notified. Bottom line: do not 
cheat. For those unfamiliar with the policy or what constitutes cheating/plagiarism, also visit 
the Office of Student Standards & Accountability website at http://standards.wsu.edu/. 

 Students with Disabilities - Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations are 
available for students with a documented disability. If you have a disability and need 
accommodations to fully participate in this class, please either visit or call the Access Center 
(Washington Building 21 7; 509-335-3417) to schedule an appointment with an Access 
Advisor. All accommodations MUST be approved through the Access Center. 

 

 Campus/Classroom Safety – In the interest of campus safety and emergency procedures, 
please become familiar with the information available on the WSU-provided websites. 
 

http://safetyplan.wsu.edu Campus Safety Plan 
http://oem.wsu.edu/ Emergency Management Website 
http://alert.wsu.edu WSU alert site 
 

http://standards.wsu.edu/
http://safetyplan.wsu.edu/
http://oem.wsu.edu/
http://alert.wsu.edu/


Classroom and campus safety are of paramount importance at Washington State University, 
and are the shared responsibility of the entire campus population.  WSU urges students to 
follow the “Alert, Assess, Act” protocol for all types of emergencies and the “Run, Hide, 
Fight” response for an active shooter incident. Remain ALERT (through direct observation 
or emergency notification), ASSESS your specific situation, and ACT in the most 
appropriate way to assure your own safety (and the safety of others if you are able). 

 

 Late Work Policy – Late work is not accepted in this class (except in uncontrollable 
circumstances). Most assignments will be in class and therefore cannot be made up. Any late 
assignments or finals will receive a 0. So be in class, pay attention to due dates, and try 
your best not to procrastinate.  

 

 Cell Phones and other Electronic Devices – Though it is recommended students 
purchase physical copies of texts, eReaders (iPad, Kindle, Nook, etc.) and laptops are 
allowed for those choosing to purchase eBooks. If a student is found utilizing any electronic 
device in class for non-class purposes, I will ask you to shut it down and take away points. It 
is not only disrespectful to me, but to fellow classmates as well. If a student refuses or 
persists in non-class use of technology, they will be asked to leave the class, and 
subsequently lose all points for the day. Once a student runs out of participation points 
due to violating this policy, a deduction of points on video participation sheets will 
follow. If a student somehow runs out of video participation sheet points, then a 
deduction of points on other assignments will follow. 

 

 Earning Your Grade – The only way to earn a high grade in this class is to do the assigned 
readings, come to class, ask questions when needed, and demonstrate your understanding of 
social justice issues and course discussions in your assignments. That being said, you yourself 
are the determining factor between an “A” or a “C.” If you have questions, clarifications, or 
confusions, ask in class or come to the assigned office hours. Email is also effective. If you 
have problems, let me know. If you come to me at the end of the semester with reasons why 
your grade is low, my response will be, “I’m sorry, but I can’t change your grade.” Let me 
know if there are exigent circumstances WHEN THEY HAPPEN, not at the end of the 
semester to save your grade.  

 

 Written Assignments Guidelines/Grading – For all written assignments during the 
semester (unless stated otherwise), please follow these guidelines: 

 
o 12-point font (Times New Roman or Garamond), one inch margins, APA style 
o Cover page, with header (example posted to Blackboard) 
o Double-spaced, with NO EXTRA SPACE between paragraphs 
o Printed DOUBLE-SIDED (deduction of HALF the written points for single) 
o Spell/grammar checked, citations, proofread (where most students lose points) 
o No contractions or ending sentences with prepositions (it, is, for, about, etc.) 
o A physical copy of written assignments is required (NO emailed assignments) 
o Assignments underneath office doors results in them going in the recycle bin 
o If you are going to miss class, turn in assignments to my box in Wilson-Short 111, or 

to me during my office hours BEFORE class on the due date 
 



I will show some examples early on, and each assignment will have an instruction sheet with 
a detailed grading criteria. Failure to adhere to any of these guidelines (and any presented in 
assignment instructions) will result in a deduction of points for each infraction. 
 
Grade Breakdown –  

 94-100 = A 
 90-93 = A- 
 87-89 = B+ 
 83-86 = B 
 80-82 = B- 
 77-79 = C+ 
 73-76 = C 
 70-72 = C- 
 67-69 = D+ 
 60-66 = D 
 0-59 = F 
 

 Final Note: We all have busy lives outside of academia. However, it is your duty as a 
student to keep up with the readings, assignments, and be in class. Remember, in-class 
assignments cannot be made up, and late work receives a 0. There are certain circumstances 
where accommodations can occur, but please try to let me know as soon as possible in these 
circumstances.  

 

 Classroom Conduct/Expectations – 
 

o It is imperative for students to come to class prepared, meaning having critically read 
the material for the day’s class, and bringing assignments to class that are due. The 
discussions will revolve around many of the topics in class, oftentimes intersecting, 
but learning is not just a top-down process. I may be the instructor, but I also learn 
from students and the comments, questions, and worldviews brought to class.  

 
o Respect - please refrain from talking or interrupting when I or another student is 

talking, or when viewing a video. This also means insensitive language will not be 
tolerated. 

 
o Listen, listen some more, and listen even more. Listening to other thoughts and 

viewpoints should help you better understand the course material 
 

o We will go forward in this course with the acknowledgement that racism, sexism, 
classism, heterosexism, and other institutionalized forms of oppression exist, i.e. we 
do not live in a post-racial world.  

 
o ALWAYS bring your book/articles to class and engage the readings. 

 
o Everyone in this class has their own unique experiences and worldviews. Please 

recognize your own status, ideologies, privileges, prejudices, and position. 
 



o Reflect on these issues outside of the classroom in what you see, do, and hear. 
 

o DO NOT work on other assignments, read the newspaper, sleep, etc in class. I will 
take points. 

 
o Class begins at 12:00 and ends at 1:15. This means find a seat and be ready for class 

before 12:00, and no packing up or leaving until 1:15, or unless I say otherwise. If 
you have to arrive late, leave early, or miss class entirely, let me know at least one 
day before class, not the day of class.  

 
o If you choose to eat and/or drink, please remember we are not the only ones using 

this room and to clean up after yourselves.  
 

o If you have complaints about the class, work/reading load, your grade, etc. the 
classroom is not the space for that. You should email me to set up a private 
meeting to discuss your concerns. 

 
o If you fail to adhere to any of the rules of the class, you will be asked to leave 

the class and lose points for each occurrence.  
 

Email Guidelines – When sending an email to me, please adhere to these tips as you would with 
work/professional colleagues: 
 

o Always have a distinct subject, such as “Question on Chapter 1” or “Meeting appointment?” 
Please do not leave it blank or leave a vague subject. 

 
o I do not care if it just says Bruce, but please do not just start your email right away, or start 

with something like “Hey.” Always start emails with who you are addressing your email! 
 

o NEVER leave an email blank. ALWAYS provide a message (“I have attached…” “I was 
hoping to meet…” “I do not understand this part…”). 
 

o University policy dictates all email communication between instructors and students must 
occur through the use of WSU email. I will use the email listed in myWSU. 

 
o Always provide a proper closing such as “Sincerely,” “Thank you,” etc. followed by your 

name. 
 

o DO NOT email me for info that is readily available to you, such as anything listed on the 
syllabus, unless you need further clarification. 
 

o I should respond within 48 hours. If you email me just before the weekend or during the 
weekend, I may take a bit longer to respond. If I have not responded to you after these times, 
please let me know. 

 
 
 
 



Class Schedule 
Note: Schedule is tentative and subject to change 

8/23: Class introduction, syllabus overview, terms lecture 
           Instructions for Selected Reading Summaries and Hometown Tourism Brochure 
 
8/25: Terms lecture continued 
          In-class video: Gulf oil spill (practice; NOT for video participation) 
 
8/30: Readings: UT Chapter 1 
 
9/1: Readings: UT Chapter 2 
        In-class video: Standing on Sacred Ground Part I – Pilgrims and Tourists (video participation sheet) 
 
9/6: Readings: UT Chapter 3 
 
9/8: Readings: UT Chapter 4 
        In-class video: Standing on Sacred Ground Part II – Profit and Loss (video participation) 
 
9/13: Readings: UT Chapter 5 
          In-class video: Dances of Life (video participation) 
 
9/15: Readings: UT Chapter 6 
 
9/20: Readings: UT Chapter 7 
          In-class video: Haitian money pit (video participation) 
 
9/22: Readings: UT Chapter 8 
          In-class video: The world is sinking (video participation) 
          DUE: Reading Summary #1 at the beginning of class 
 
9/27: Readings: SP Introduction 
          In-class video: Then There Were None (video participation) 
          Instructions for Artistic Mural assignment 
 
9/29: Readings: SP Chapter 1 
          DUE: Hometown Tourism Brochure at the beginning of class 
 
10/4: Readings: SP Chapter 2 
 
10/6: Readings: SP Chapter 3 
 
10/11: Readings: SP Chapter 4 
           In-class video: Left by the Ship (video participation)  
 
10/13: Readings: SP Chapter 5 
           In-class video: continued from 10/11 
 



10/18: Readings: SP Chapter 6 
            In-class video: Going Native (video participation) 
 
10/20: Readings: SP Conclusion 
            DUE: Reading Summary #2 at the beginning of class 
 
10/25: Readings: UT Chapter 9 
            Instructions for Dark Tourism – Ghost Tour Construction assignment 
 
10/27: Readings: TFTHS Preface 
            DUE: Artistic Mural piece at the beginning of class 
 
11/1: Readings: TFTHS Introduction 
 
11/3: Readings: TFTHS Chapter 1 
          In-class video: History as tourism (video participation) 
 
11/8: Readings: TFTHS Chapter 2 
 
11/10: Readings: TFTHS Chapter 3 
           DUE: Reading Summary #3 at the beginning of class 
 
11/15: Readings: TFTHS Conclusion 
           In-class video: Voluntourist (video participation) 
 
11/17: Readings: None (take a break) 
           In-class video: Standing on Sacred Ground Part III – Fire and Ice (video participation) 
           DUE: Dark Tourism – Ghost Tour Construction assignment at the beginning of class 
 
11/21-11/25: THANKSGIVING BREAK NO CLASS 
 
11/29: Readings: UT Chapter 10 
           In-class video: Gringo Trails (video participation) 
           DUE: Reading Summary #4 at the beginning of class 
 
12/1: Readings: UT Chapter 11 
         In-class video: continued from 11/29 
 
12/6: Dead Week 
          In-class video: Standing on Sacred Ground Part IV – Islands of Sanctuary (video participation) 
 
12/8: Semester wrap-up, evaluations 
          DUE: Reading Summary #5 at the beginning of class 
 
12/12-12/16: Finals Week 
                      DUE: Final, including Hometown Tourism Brochure revisit, due by 5:00 pm     

on 12/15 
 


