
 

 

Asian Pacific American Literature 
 
CES 313.1/Engl 311.1 [HUM] [G]   Instructor: Rory Ong 
Instructor: Rory Ong   Office: Wilson 119 
Spring 2016   Phone: 335-7089 
Time: TTH: 1:25-2:40   email: rjong@wsu.edu 
Place: CARP 101   Office Hours: W; 3-5 pm 
       or by appointment 
 
Objectives: 
Asian Pacific American Literature will introduce students to some of the historical and contemporary contexts, 
issues, and experiences that face Asian Pacific Americans through a survey of contemporary short fiction, novels, 
and essays written by Asian Pacific American writers.  The course will secondarily introduce students to some of 
the literary, theoretical, and critical analyses from scholars in the field of Asian American Studies, Ethnic Studies, 
Cultural Studies, and Women’s Studies to enhance their understanding of the literature.  The course will also assist 
students in comprehending the complex history and social dynamics for Asian Pacific Americans in light of early 
U.S. immigration policy, and its militarization of the Pacific.   
 
Learning Outcomes:  
 

 Students will read Asian Pacific American literature, narrative, and essay in their historical and 
contemporary expression. 

 

 Students will engage with the modern dilemmas related to Asian Pacific American experiences, 
identity, and community. 

 

 Students will become proficient in the theories, and critical practices that are deployed in 
analyzing writings by Asian Pacific American authors. 

 

 Students will articulate themselves in both oral and written academic discourse that will require 
them to become familiar with, and employ, various analyses about Asian Pacific American 
Literature through class discussion and facilitation in the classroom written reviews, and formal 
presentations, and exams. 

 
Required Texts: 
 
Bone. Fae Myenne Ng 
Interpreter of Maladies. Jhumpa Lahiri 
Southland. Nina Revoyr 
Half and Half: Writers on Growing Up Biracial/Bicultural. Claudine Chiawei O’Hearn 
Drifting House. Kris Lee 
We Should Never Meet. Aimee Phan 
The Reluctant Fundamentalist. Mohsin Hamid 
Supplementary Readings. 
 
Course Requirements: Critical Engagement (Participation) 

Critical engagement comprises your participation in class discussion by having read and understood the readings in 
preparation for any given class period, your in-class engagement with specific ideas and concepts brought up or 
assigned within the readings, your willingness to bring up ancillary key ideas,and to engage with your peers’ 
responses, or engage with specific points that your peers brought up during class discussion. Critical Engagement 
will count toward 15% of the total grade. 

 
Directed Reading Responses 

Students will write short 1-2 page weekly take-home essay responses over the assigned course readings. These will 
be a combination of instructor prompts and student driven responses.  These responses will be used to assess your 
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comprehension and engagement with the readings.  The responses will count toward 15% of your grade. 
 

Academic Article Review (due 3/29/2016) 
You are also required to write one (1) academic article review, 3-4 pages long, typed and double-spaced.  The 
review should provide a summary of the article and discuss 3-4 significant key points that relate to any of the 
contexts, issues, or narratives we’ve studied in Asian Pacific American Literature.  The review must thoughtfully 
engage and discuss the article by explaining some of the major points of analysis.  The review will count as 20% of 
the total grade. 

 

Midterm Essay Exam (Midterm due 2/24/2016)) 
Students will have a take-home midterm exam that will be comprised of several questions based on the readings 
up to midterm. Students will answer each question in 2-3 page typed and double-spaced responses. The midterm 
exam will count as 20% of the total grade. 
 

Final Essay Exam (due Finals Week) 
Students will have a take-home final exam that will be comprised of several questions based on the readings from 
midterm to the end of the semester. Students will answer each question in 2-3 paged, typed and double-spaced 
responses. The final essay exam will count toward 30% of the total grade. 
 
Policies: Grading 
 
Grades will be averaged in the following proportions: 
 
Critical Engagement 15% 
Reading Responses 15% 
Academic Article Review 20% 
Midterm 20% 
Final Exam 30% 
 

Grading Scale 
100-98=A+   Suggests that a student’s work is outstanding to excellent; The student’s 
97-93=A  work reflects an engaged comprehension of the content and focus of  
92-90=A-   shows thoughtful insight into the complexities of the course.  Students 
   also show an attentive engagement with the course. Always well written 
   and articulated. 
 
89-87=B+   Suggests the student’s work is very good to good; it reflects a very  
86-83=B  strong, engaged,and solid understanding of the material. Occasionally 
82-80=B-   doesn’t go the extra step incritical analysis. Mostly well written and  
   articulated. 
 
79-77=C+   Suggests the student’s work is adequate; it reflects a fair, but essentially 
76-73=C  disengaged, grasp of the material and doesn’t go very far in comprehen- 
 
72-70=C-  sion, or reflects a lack of understanding of the issues represented in the 
   material. Unclearly written or articulated. There may be some attendance  
   problems. 
 
69-67=D+   Suggests the student’s work shows some, but little effort, and does not 
66-63=D  comprehend the material, is disengaged, or reveals a lack of reading,  
62-60=D-  attention, and/or attendance. 

 
Attendance 

Attendance is required.  If you know in advance that you will have to miss class for a legitimate reason, contact me 
to see whether arrangements can be made to make up any work that will be missed. If you have not finished an 
assignment for a given class period, attend class anyway to avoid missing further assignments and in-class 
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work/discussions. Only institutional excuses will be accepted.  If you have more than two unexcused absences, 
your final grade will be lowered one percentage point. 
 
point for every absence thereafter. 

Extra Credit 
There may be opportunities for extra credit throughout the semester.  I will announce those opportunities as they 
come up.  Unless the instructor advertises an extra credit, students must get approval from the instructor.  Extra 
Credit assignments must relate to the course content of CES 300.  Extra Credit should be in the form of a short 1-2 
page review of the event, lecture, or film attended— 
 
typed and double-spaced.  To receive the possible full credit, students must also make a connection in the review 
with the event, film, or lecture and the content of this course.  Students are allowed only 2 Extra Credit 
assignments. Each Extra Credit will count 2.5 pts toward the student’s overall final grade (for a total of 5 extra 
credit points).  
 

Disability Accommodations 
The Department of Critical Culture, Gender, and Race Studies supports members of our community who request 
disability accommodations. Reasonable accommodations are available for students with a documented disability. If 
you have a disability and need accommodations to fully participate in this class, please either visit or call the 
Access Center (Washington Building 217; 509-335-3417) to schedule an appointment with an Access Advisor. All 
accommodations MUST be approved through the Access Center. 

Academic Integrity 
Academic dishonesty, such as cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, and fraud, is prohibited as per the 2013-14 Student 
Handbook [WAC 504-26-202 <http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=504-26-202>]. The proper use of 
primary or secondary research sources and without proper citation or acknowledgment, or copying and claiming 
someone else's work as your own, is illegal and is not acceptable in this or any other class at WSU.  Whether 
intentional or unintentional, academic dishonesty will result in a grade of F for the assignment in question, or a 
grade of “F” for the entire course.  Should there be any suspicion of academic dishonesty, we will discuss the 
situation with you before penalties are enforced. 
 

Classroom Etiquette 
Out of respect for your classmates and the instructor, all cell phones must be turned off. iPods and any other 
devices for listening to music, podcasts, radio, or for text messaging are also prohibited in class. Unless you have 
a documented disability, no earphones are allowed in class. Use of computers, pads, or e-notebooks of any kind 
are permitted only by approval of the instructor.  Any use of these items during class will automatically result in a 
loss of points from the student’s final grade. 

Campus Safety Plan Emergency Information 
In the interest of campus safety and emergency procedures, please become familiar with the information available 
on the WSU-provided websites: 
·http://safetyplan.wsu.edu Campus Safety Plan 
·http://oem.wsu.edu/emergencies Emergency management web site 
·http://alert.wsu.edu   WSU Alert site 
 
Syllabus: 
Tuesday, January 12: Handout Syllabus. Introduction to Course. Review Syllabus, Course  
 Objectives, Course Policies. 
 
Thursday, January 14: Documentary: Race the Power of an Illusion, Pt 3. 
 
Tuesday, January 19: Discuss “Becoming Asian American” by Robert S. Chang and “We Are Here 

Because You Were There” by Victor Bascara. Supplementary Readings. 
 

Asian Identities Transformed 
 

Thursday, January 21: Discuss Chpts 1-7 in Bone by Fae Myenne Ng. 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=504-26-202
https://connect.wsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?url=http://safetyplan.wsu.edu
https://connect.wsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?url=http://oem.wsu.edu/emergencies
https://connect.wsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?url=http://alert.wsu.edu
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Tuesday, January 26: Discuss Chpts 8-14 in Bone, cont’d. 
 
Thursday, January 28: Discuss “Of the Oriental Menagerie” by Vijay Prashad. Supplementary Reading. 
 
Tuesday, February 2: Discuss “When Mr. Pirzada Came to Dine” and “Interpreter of Maladies” in The 

Interpreter of Maladies. 
 
Thursday, February 4: Discuss “Sexy” and “Mrs. Sens” in The Interpreter of Maladies. 
 
Tuesday, February 9: Discuss “This Blessed House” and “The Third and Final Continent” in The 

Interpreter of Maladies. 
 
Thursday, February 11: Discuss “On Not Speaking Chinese” by Ian Ang and “Heterogeneity, Hybridity, 

Multiplicity: Asian American Difference” by Lisa Lowe. Supplementary 
Readings. 

 
Tuesday, February 16: Discuss “Introduction” by O’Hearn, “Lost in Place” by Hongo, “The Double 

Helix” by Farmanfarmaian, and “California Palms” by thúy in Half and Half. 
 
Thursday, February 18: Discuss “The Road from Ballygunge” by Mukherjee, “Reflections on my 

Daughter” by Mura, “The Funeral Banquet” by See, and “Food and the 
Immigrant” by Ganesan in Half and Half. 

 
Tuesday, February 23: Discuss”Postcards from Home” by Tsang, “From Here to Poland” by  Mehta, 

and “An Ethnic Trump” by Jen in Half and Half. 
 
Thursday, February 25: Documentary: A Family Gathering by Lise Yasui (1989). 
 

Asian America and National In/Securities 
 

Tuesday, March 1: Discuss Chpts. 1-9 in Southland by Nina Revoyr. 
 
Thursday, March 3: Discuss Chpts. 10-19 in Southland by Nina Revoyr. 
 
Tuesday, March 8: Discuss Chpts. 20-29 in Southland by Nina Revoyr. 
 
Thursday, March 10: Discuss Chpts. 30-37 in Southland by Nina Revoyr. 
 
Mon-Fri, March 14-18: Spring Break 
 
Tuesday, March 22: Documentary: First Person Plural by Deann Borshay Liem (2000). 
 
Thursday, March 24: Discuss “Under Scrutiny” by Monica Chiu. Supplementary Reading. 
 

Tuesday, March 29: Discuss “A Temporary Marriage,” “At The Edge of the World,” and “The 
Pastor’s Son” in Drifting House by Kris Lee. 

 
Thursday, March 31: Discuss “The Goose Father,” “The Salaryman,” “Drifting House,” and in Drifting 

House. 
 
Tuesday, April 5: Discuss “A Small Sorrow,” “The Believer,” and “Beautiful Women” in Drifting 

House. 
 
Thursday, April 7: Discuss “Miss Lien,” “We Should Never Meet,” and “The Delta” in We Should 

Never Meet by Aimee Phan. 
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Tuesday, April 12: Discuss “Visitors,” “Gates of Saigon,” and “Emancipation” in We Should Never 
Meet. 

 
Thursday, April 14: Discuss “Bound,” and “Motherland,” in We Should Never Meet. Video: Xich-lo. 
 
Tuesday, April 19: Discuss Chpts. 1-4 in The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid. 
 
Thursday, April 21: Discuss Chpts. 5-8 in The Reluctant Fundamentalist. 
 
Tuesday, April 26: Discuss Chpts. 9-12 in The Reluctant Fundamentalist. 
 
Thursday, April 28: Individual Conferences. 
 
Mon-Fri, May 2-6: Finals Week. 

 


