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CES 244: Critical Globalizations 
Spring 2016—SSCI—3 Credits—MURR 307—MWF—11.10-12 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Instructor: Raihan M Sharif 

Office: Wilson Short 10 H 

Phone: 335-4383 

Email: sumon.sharif@wsu.edu 

E-mail is the preferred method for reaching the instructor. 

Office Hours: Fridays 9:00 -11:00 (and by appointment) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Course Description and Course Objectives  

 

Beyond propagandas, myths, and all dead-end debates about globalizations, this course is 

designed to develop a critical understanding of not only how globalization works but also how it 

affects people and environment in different ways across the world. Grounded in colonization and 

imperialist accumulation, globalization has flourished uninterruptedly within neoliberal 

mismanagement and biopolitical tools and strategies implemented through the World Bank, IMF, 

WTO, “democratic” governments, and the grid (pun intended) of multinational corporations. 

Therefore, this course investigates how global corporations, international institutions, and “free 

trade” agreements affect flow of labor and debt and fall of environment to widen inequality. 

Overall, this course visits different nodes of the rhizomic network of biopower and critically 

examines its discourses of legitimizing itself within which global subjects are expected to 

understand both their life chances and agency. Finally, this course also foregrounds another 

reality: how people are showing discontents and frustrations towards globalizations and what 

alternatives they are suggesting. Within the theoretical frame thus outlined, the following topics  

will be critically considered: big data, surveillance, drone, algorithm, sharing economy, 

precarity, illegal immigrants, resurgence of class, veiling, surrogacy, prostitution, human 

trafficking, sexual assault cases, dating violence, porn, varieties of patriarchy, and violence 

against women with disabilities, among others.  

 

This course will enhance students’ capacity to  

 

 Understand history of globalization to identify interconnecting factors that trigger off and 

maintain globalization as a process.  

 Investigate the roles of different institutions and political bodies that help spread rhizomic 

web of biopower to continue the onslaught of globalization on lives and environments.  

 Apply concepts and methods from interdisciplinary social sciences, especially from 

ethnic studies, sociology, and anthology, to quantitatively evaluate empirical data.  

 Synthesize ideas and analyze arguments, evidences and problems more critically.  

 Communicate economic, political, and social processes of globalization persuasively. 
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Required Texts  

 

 

 

 

 Books for Presentation—Read one from library before the 30th March (see below for 

details):  

 
Southern Insurgency: The Coming of the Global Working Class (2015). 

Discounted Life: The Price of Global Surrogacy in India (2015).  

Expulsions: Brutality and Complexity in the Global Economy (2014).  

Dialectic of Enlightenment as Sport: The Barbaric Urge within Sports, Religion, and Capitalism (2015).  

Divided World Divided Class: Global Political Economy and the Stratification of Labour under 

Capitalism (2015).  

The Human Right to Dominate (2015).  

Encountering Development: The Making and Unmaking of the Third World (2011).  

The Polythink Syndrome: U.S. Foreign Policy Decisions on 9/11, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria, and ISIS 

(2016).  

Hacker, Hoaxer, Whistleblower, Spy: The Many Faces of Anonymous (2014).  

Kill Chain: The Rise of the High-Tech Assassins (2015) 

Data and Goliath: The Hidden Battles to Collect Your Data and Control Your World (2015).  

Spark Joy: An Illustrated Master Class on the Art of Organizing and Tidying Up (2016).  

Global Mixed Race (2014).  

Cultural Transformations and Globalization: Theory, Development, and Social Change (2015).  

Power and Plenty: Trade, War, and the World Economy in the Second Millennium (2009).  

 

 Articles for review—select from articles uploaded on Blackboard (see course outline below).  

 

Course Assignments and Grades  

 

Your grade will be assigned, using a 100 point scale, as follows: 

 

1. Attendance and Class participation: 10 (see participation scale below) 

2. Quizzes: 20 

3. Midterm exam: 20 

4. Journal and Documentary Review: 10 (see course outline)  

5. Presentation of book reviews: 10 (see book list below and order at least one book 

through WSU library so that you can read it by March 2016).  

6. Final paper: 30  

 

 

 

Globalization: A Basic Text  

Second edition  

George Ritzer and Paul Dean  

Wiley Blackwell 

Malden: MA, 2015.  
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Details for all Assignments 

1. Attendance and Participation (10): come to class in time. Keep assigned readings from 

the text open and always accessible to you. Contact me in advance if you can’t fulfill 

these two requirements. Your grade for attendance depends on one last thing: maintaining 

teaching-learning environment in class. It means not distracting any ongoing class 

discussions while actively listening to and attempting to participate in one.  

 

Class Participation: Come to class prepared to discuss the material. This requires more than 

simply reading. Think about what you read: question and challenge it. Don’t assume that I 

assign the texts because I agree with everything their authors say—I certainly do not. But 

while you disagree, don’t just give opinion. Bring evidence, arguments, data and/or a 

combination of them to support your point. Differentiate between lecturing and class 

discussion and know that we will have more class discussion than lecturing. Class discussion 

requires your active participation: establish your engagement with texts by raising thought-

provoking questions on them, making connections across texts and/with any scholarly works 

you find intriguing. Poor performance in quizzes indicates poor engagement with texts. Three 

F’s (see below) in quizzes take away 50% of your participation grade.  

 

Participation Scale:  

100-80: Outstanding participation; impact the class discussion significantly with persuasive 

arguments; engagement with all texts throughout the semester.  

79-60: Enthusiastic and regular participation with basic insight into text. 

59-40: Occasional contribution with active listening.  

39-20: No participation at all; inattentive to class discussions and /lectures.  

19-0: Negative impact on class dynamics; disruption to class activities through distractive 

actions: texting, talking; disrespect to the instructor and peers.  

 

2. Quiz (20): You will have two quizzes (see outline below). In these quizzes, you will be 

asked to produce brief responses to a set of questions on the texts already covered. No 

makeup quizzes will be arranged if you miss them due to late attendance/absence.  

 

3. Midterm Exam (20): You will be asked to produce written response to a question based 

on class discussions. For sample questions see page 53 of your text. Your understanding 

of class discussion will basically be tested. Evidences of good argumentative skills and 

your abilities to develop arguments, with examples and critical analysis, will be rewarded 

with A.  

 

4. Journal and Documentary Review (10): You will find 5 articles from academic 

journals on Blackboard and get links for two documentaries. Connect and advance class 

discussions as you use these resources in your review. All articles and documentaries will 
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be discussed in class but you will build on class discussion rather than 

reproducing/recycling them. Your score depends on your sincere contributions.  

 

5. Book Review (10): Check titles at page 2 for review and select one. You will concisely 

present the thesis of the book. Explain the thesis with analysis, cases, examples, and other 

resources from the book. Finally, support, subvert or strengthen/weaken the thesis with 

examples and/or arguments.  

 

6. Final Paper (30): Use step 4, 5 and class discussion throughout the semester to propose 

your own thesis for your final paper.  Get the thesis approved by the instructor on/before 

15 April. Schedule an appointment for this. Submit a 5 page paper. Double Spaced. 12 

point Times New Roman font. Your thesis statement for the paper will ground on your 

research on and synthesis and/or critical analysis of materials this class has discussed. 

Because it is a formal assignment, your writing (style, mechanics, form, etc.) will factor 

into the grade. Check deadline below (see course outline).  

       Format for written assignments: 

 For all of your questions regarding format of your Final Paper check:  

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

 Papers that do not comply with the standards will suffer reduced grades. You must also 

remain consistent with your chosen style. 

 

Grading Scale  

 

951 and above A Suggests that a student’s work is outstanding to excellent; the student’s 

work reflects an engaged comprehension of the course content and shows 

thoughtful insight into the complexities of the course. Student shows an 

attentive engagement with the course. Student’s work is consistently 

well-considered and well-written. 

 

900-950 

 

A- 

870-899  B+   Suggests that a student’s work is very good to good; the student’s work 

reflects a very strong, engaged, and solid understanding of course 

material. Occasionally, the student’s work doesn’t go the extra step in 

critical analysis. Student’s work is mostly well- considered and well-

written.  

830-869  B  

800-829 B- 

770-799 C+ Suggests that a student’s work is adequate; the student’s work reflects a 

fair, but essentially disengaged, grasp of the course material and doesn’t 

go very far in comprehension, or reflects a lack of understanding of the 

issues represented in the material. Student’s work is un- or under-

considered and unclearly written. Class attendance may be a problem.  

730-769 C 

700-729 C- 

670-699 D+ Suggests that a student’s work shows some, but very little effort; the 

student’s work does not reflect a comprehension of the course material, is 

disengaged, or reveals a lack of reading, attention, and/or attendance. 
600-669 D 

0-599 F 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
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Academic Integrity 

 

Academic integrity will be strongly enforced in this course. Any student caught cheating on any 

assignment will be given an F grade for the course and will be reported to the Office Student 

Standards and Accountability. Cheating is defined in the Standards for Student Conduct: 

http://conduct.wsu.edu/policies/standards-of-conduct/. It is strongly suggested that you read and 

understand these definitions. Plagiarism or cheating of any kind will result in your failing the 

course.  

 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 

 

Reasonable accommodations are available for students with a documented disability. If you have 

a disability and need accommodations to fully participate in this class, please either visit or call 

the Access Center (Washington Building 217; 509-335-3417) to schedule an appointment with 

an Access Advisor. All accommodations MUST be approved through the Access Center. For 

more information contact a Disability Specialist on your home campus: 

Pullman or WSU Online: 509-335-3417, http://accesscenter.wsu.edu, Access.Center@wsu.edu 

 

Safety and Emergency Notifications  

 

 See the Emergency Guide on Blackboard site for this course.  

 Classroom and campus safety are of paramount importance at Washington State 

University, and are the shared responsibility of the entire campus population. WSU urges 

students to follow the “Alert, Assess, Act” protocol for all types of emergencies and the 

“Run, Hide, Fight” response for an active shooter incident. Remain ALERT (through 

direct observation or emergency notification), ASSESS your specific situation, and ACT 

in the most appropriate way to assure your own safety (and the safety of others if you are 

able). 

 If you have questions regarding emergency preparedness and/or classroom safety, please 

contact the Police Department or Office of Campus Safety at your locations- Pullman: 

(509) 335-8548, Vancouver: (360) 546-9001, Tri-Cities: (509) 372-7234, Spokane: (509) 

358-7995 and North Puget Sound at Everett: (425) 388-9990.  

 

Blackboard, myWSU, e-mail, and others 

 

Blackboard: In the first week of the semester, check if you get notification. I will send 

important instructions and notices through Blackboard. If you don’t receive e-mail find help 

here: http://infotech.wsu.edu/login/askIT.aspx 

myWSU: You will receive your midterm grade and final grade through Zzusis. 

E-mail: You will send e-mail to set appointment with me.  

http://conduct.wsu.edu/policies/standards-of-conduct/
mailto:Access.Center@wsu.edu
https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cirg/active-shooter-and-mass-casualty-incidents/run-hide-fight-video
http://infotech.wsu.edu/login/askIT.aspx
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Office hours: Use my office hours (see at page 1) to discuss anything you want to know 

more/want more explanations about. 

Salutation: Call me “Raihan” in class. Use “Dear Professor Sharif” as salutation in your e-mail. 

End e-mail with “Sincerely”, “Thank you”, etc. 

Instructor: You may know about the instructor here: 

http://libarts.wsu.edu/ccgrs/faculty/sharif.asp 

 

Policies: Electronic Devices, academic, e-mail and other etiquettes 

 

1. Turn off phones, electronic gadgets during class and manage them to ensure they don’t 

distract anyone. Don’t use phone to check time.  

2. Don’t start packing things before the class officially ends.  

3. Don’t text during class hours.  

4. Don’t use laptops during class hours. If you want to use e-book, laptop, etc., seek 

permission from the instructor in the first week of the semester and always sit in the front 

row.  

5. Don’t expect me to give discussion—whether in class or in my office—on any topic you 

have missed due to absence. It is your responsibility to catch up with the class.  

6. Show respect to others’ perspectives even if you disagree with them. Note that 

disagreement is expected and even highly encouraged provided that you also show 

alternative and engaging ways of approaching the point in question.  

7. Visit office in my office hours to receive comments and feedback on your assignment. 

Otherwise, you will receive only grade. You can then correlate grade from the grading 

rubrics below to understand your progress. But it is highly recommended that you receive 

comment and feedback from me.  

8. Do not get up and leave the class during class hours. If you do so, you will be marked 

absent for the day.  

9. Do not use class hours as breakfast/lunch time. You must not be eating during class 

hours. 

10. Do not use class hours for doing homework for other courses. This is counted as serious 

offence and will be penalized by reducing points you have earned in different 

assignments in this class.  

11.  Bring texts to class. If you don’t bring the current text, you will be marked absent. 

12. Arriving late and leaving early are unacceptable and will be counted as absences.  

13. If you have job, class, registration, or childcare conflicts, you will probably need to drop 

the class.  

 

Course Policies 

 

1. No written assignments will be accepted late unless cleared, for good and documented 

reason, in advance. 

http://libarts.wsu.edu/ccgrs/faculty/sharif.asp
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2. All written assignments must be typed, in standard font and margins, and stapled. 

Number your pages. For cover page and others, refer to: 

     https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/  

3. If, in any of your written assignments, you use information or ideas from other sources, 

whether you are quoting or merely paraphrasing, you must cite those sources. This is true 

even when your sources are interviewees for oral histories. Failure to cite will be counted 

as plagiarism and will result in a failing grade.  

4. You may choose your citation style—whether MLA, Chicago, Turabian, APA, AMA, 

CBE, Harvard, or any other—but you must remain consistent. Do not mix styles. 

 

Community Standards  

 

1. Argue—defend your position, demonstrating your knowledge of history and showing 

respect. Name-calling is not educational. Neither is hate speech—which will not be 

tolerated.  

2. Bring your book to class. If you don’t bring the current text, you should stay home. This 

is part of your participation grade.  

3. Arriving late and leaving early are unacceptable and will be counted as absences. If you 

have job, class, registration, or childcare conflicts, you will probably need to drop the 

class. Non-emergency healthcare visits are not valid reasons for absences or for missing 

parts of class. 

4. More than two absences without evidence of valid reason will help achieve a poor grade.  

5. Working for other classes/eating/sleeping/chatting/texting, and other interruptions to the 

class will be penalized.  

 

Course Outline 

 

 January 2016: REX—Reading and Explaining. 

CLASSES AGENDA LEAD 
11M Introduction: Syllabus and Design class for teaching-learning. 

 

Raihan M 

Sharif (RMS)  

13W Globalization I, 1-10 RMS 

15F Globalization I, 11-23 RMS 

18M Martin Luther King Jr Day: ALL UNIVERSITY HOLIDAY All  

20W Globalization II, 27-40 RMS 

22F Globalization II, 41-53 You would 

lead Group 

(Y2G)  

25M Globalization and Related Process, 55-66. RMS 

27W Globalization and Related Process,67-80 Y2G 

29F QUIZ 1 (10): for details, see course assignment section. Individual  

 

 

 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
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 February 2016: REC—Reading and Complicating.  

CLASSES AGENDA LEAD 

1M Neoliberalism,83-94 

 

RMS 

3W Neoliberalism, 95-109 

 

Y2G 

5F Global Political Structures and Process, 111-125 

 

RMS 

8M Global Political Structures and Process, 126- 140 

 

Y2G 

10W Global Economic Flows, 173-187 

 

RMS 

12F Global Economic Flows, 188-203 

 

Y2G 

15M President's Day: CLASS HOLIDAY 

 

All 

17W Global Culture and Cultural Flows, 205-218 

 

RMS 

19F Global Culture and Cultural Flows, 219-235 

 

Y2G 

22M High-Tech Global Flows and Structures, 237-250 

 

RMS 

24W High-Tech Global Flows and Structures,251-262 

 

Y2G 

26F Global Flows of People: Migration, Human Trafficking and Tourism, 

263-293 

RMS 

29M Midterm (20) Individual 

  

 March 2016: REC—Reading and Complicating.  

Class AGENDA LEAD 

2W Global Environmental Flows, 295-312 

 

RMS 

4F Global Environmental Flows, 313-325. 

 

Y2G 

7M Dangerous Imports, Diseases, crime, terrorism, war, 327-340 

 

RMS 

9W Dangerous Imports, Diseases, crime, terrorism, war, 341-356 

 

Y2G 

11F Global Inequalities I: Class and Rural-Urban Inequalities, 357-369 

 

RMS 

14-

18 

Spring Vacation All 

21M Global Inequalities I: Class and Rural-Urban Inequalities, 369-383. Y2G 

23W Global Inequalities II: Inequalities of race, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality, 

385-401 

 

RMS 
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25F Global Inequalities II: Inequalities of race, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality, 

402-418 

Y2G 

28M Dealing with, Resisting, and the Futures of Globalization, 419-445 

 

RMS 

30W Quiz 2 (10) 

 

Individual 

  

 April 2016: AKA—Advancing Knowledge in Academia:  Reviewing,  Researching 

and Applying Interdisciplinary Approaches  

 

CLASSES AGENDA LEAD 

1F Integrating Disciplinary Approaches to Globalization, 448- 456. 

 

RMS 

4M Journal Articles: Instructor would present a general review of all articles 

uploaded on Blackboard 

 

RMS 

6W Preparation on article: select one and share your critical reading in 

class. 

Y2G 

8F Documentary 1: Instructor would show in class. You would help generate 

review in class. 
Y2G 

11M Preparation on article: select one and share your critical reading in 

class. 

 

Y2G 

13W Preparation on article: select one and share your critical reading in 

class. 

Y2G 

15F Documentary2: Instructor would show in class. You would help generate 

review in class. 

Y2G 

18M Preparation on article: select one and share your critical reading in 

class. 

Y2G 

20W Journal and Documentary Review (10): Respond in writing to a 

question on journals studied and documentary watched. Sign-in Sheet 

for 22-27 April. 

Individual 

22F Presentation on books (10): Select one from list (see above). See guide for 

preparation above. Talk to instructor if you need help. 
Individual 

25M Presentation on books (10): Select one from list (see above). See guide for 

preparation above. Talk to instructor if you need help. 
Individual 

27W Presentation on books (10): Select one from list (see above). See guide for 

preparation above. Talk to instructor if you need help. 
Individual 

29F FINAL EXAM (30): Submit paper on/before this day. See above. 

 

Individual 
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Grade Tracker 

 

Assignments  Date  Total Score  Achieved 

Score  

1. Attendance and Participation Everyday 

 

10  

2. Quiz 1  January 29 

 

10  

3. Midterm  February 29 

 

20  

4. Quiz 2  March 30  

 

10  

5. Journal and Documentary Review  April 20 

 

10  

6. Presentation on a book  April 22 

 

10  

7. Final Paper  April 29  

 

30  

  

 

100  

   Grade:  

 

 
 

 
Source: http://jeffreykoterba.com/ 

http://jeffreykoterba.com/
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Learning Outcomes 

 

Learning 
Goals  

At the end of this course, 
students should be able to 

Course topics(& 
dates)that advance 
these learning 
goals 

This objective will 
be evaluated 
primarily by 
 

LG 
1 

 Understand history of 
globalization. 
 

 Conceive “critical” aspect 
of globalizations.   

11  Jan- 29 Jan 
Globalization then 
and now, what’s 
critical about critical 
globalizations.  

Quiz 1  

LG 
2 
 
 

 Understand processes 
towards globalizations. 
 
 

 Identify inner 
mechanisms 
and big changes.  

11 Jan -29 Jan  
Debt and structural 
adjustment, rise of 
corporations, 
deregulation of 
global finance, 
global casino.  
 
 

Quiz 1  

LG 
3 

 Develop critical 
perspectives on 
globalizations.  

1 Feb-29th Feb 
Free market, global 
billionaires.  

Midterm  

LG 
4 

 Understand corporate 
power, global economy, 
international trade and 
investment and 
international finance.  

1Feb-29 Feb:  
Monopoly capital, 
Libor Liability, 
Outsourcing, 
Depropriation.  

Midterm  

LG 
5 

 Understand the 
institutional and political 
bodies and processes of 
globalizations. 
 

 Explain  the practical  
            effects of globalization; 

1 Feb-29 Feb 
IMF, WB, WTO, 
NAFTA, CAFTA, EU, 
Inequality, 
environment.  

Midterm  

LG 
6 

 Investigate the role of 
labor in the global 
economy.  
 
 

 Understand the political 
economy of migration.  

2March-30 March 
Job loss, low wages, 
sweatshops, 
Walmart, labor 
unions, immigrant 
prisons, etc.  
 

Quiz 2 

LG 
7 

 Examine globalization as 
uneven development.  

2 March-30 March 
Foreign aid, famine 
myths, austerity, 
women’s poverty, 

Quiz 2 
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HDI, GDP, China, etc.  
LG 
8 

 Expose the toll on natural 
resource and the 
environment.   

23 March-27March  
GMO, pollution, 
climate economics, 
Fossil Fuels, etc.  

Quiz 2  

LG 
9 

 Evaluate the global 
economic crisis and 
global imperialism.  
 

 Synthesize ideas and 
analyze arguments, 
evidences and problems 
more critically. 
 

20 March-27 April  
Economic freedom, 
Eurozone crisis, 
USA.  
Globalization in the 
global North and 
South.  
Disjuncture.    
 

Journal and  
Documentary 
Reviews  
 
& 
 
Book Reviews  

LG 
10 

 Investigate resistance and 
alternatives to 
globalizations.  

 Communicate economic, 
political, and social 
processes of globalization 
persuasively.  

 

27 -29 April:  
 
 
Different solutions  

Final Exam 
 
 &  
 
Presentation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

*** We reserve the right to make any changes to this syllabus.  

  


