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”Our emphasis on the qualifier social in social justice is intended to signal solidarity with 
primary struggles for the creation of social institutions that promote human equality, 
dignity, and fairness. That is, we see media transformation as a necessary, but far from 
sufficient, condition for creating a just society.”—Sue Curry Jansen 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES:  
 
Throughout history people have deliberated on the matter of justice and have struggled 
relentlessly against domination, oppression, and hierarchy. Questions of [in]equality and 
freedom are concerns of daily significance for people worldwide now inextricably 
interconnected in an age of globalization.“Justice” alludes to more than the legal system 
but is also based on the ideal of a society that gives all individuals and groups just 
treatment and a fair share of the benefits of a society. One such important societal benefit is 
access to information. That people everywhere should have the capability to communicate 
is viewed by critical media scholars and media activists as essential to the pursuit of justice 
and equality. Thus critical media activists seek to rectify inequities in commercially 
dominated media access and resources, advertising, and public relations. Media activists 
oppose concentrated ownership of media and challenge representational practices that 
foster and propagate dominant stereotypes of marginalized peoples and cultures and which 
serve to privilege dominant bodies of knowledge while obscuring and obliterating other 
ways of knowing. We will see how, throughout U.S. history, media has played a central 
role in instigating public fear and loathing of the immigrant other, a phenomenon that has 
resulted in the institution of white vigilantism. Thus critical media activists and scholars are 
also concerned with how media can be used as a tool to advocate for political and social 
change and are interested in alternative networks of communication and the content, 
practices, and identities they facilitate. 
 
.  
By term’s end, students will:  
 

• Have become adept at going beyond observing and/or describing social reality or 
historical events to scrutinizing such events by asking “how,” “why,” “what,” and 
“for whom” questions 

• Have an understanding of how media has played a historical role in the cultural 
production of stereotypes and influencing of public opinion 

• Display skill in publicly presenting ideas and information. 
• Have honed skills in carrying out research 
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• Acquired capability to closely read culture as reflected by the media 

 
  
 
                                                                                                                                    
Required Texts:  
 
1. Sue Curry Jansen, Jefferson Pooley, and Lora Taub-Pervizpour, eds. Media & Social 
Justice. New York: Palgrave & Macmillan, 2011. (ISBN: 9781137331441).  
 
2. Justin Akers Chacón and Mike Davis. No One is Illegal: Fighting Racism and State 
Violence on the U.S. – Mexico Border. Chicago: Haymarket, 2006. (ISBN: 97819318593). 

2. Kathryn Ferguson, Norma A. Price, and Ted Parks. Crossing with the Virgin: Stories 
from the Migrant Trail. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2010. (ISBN: 
9780816528547). 
 
  
 
 
Course Grading and Requirements:  
 
Attendance and Participation: (15%) 
 
Note that coming to class and doing the work will not earn you 100 percent of the 
attendance/participation points. You will be expected not only to thoughtfully contribute to 
classroom discussions but to engage your classmates as well. Every day, you should come 
to class prepared to offer a question or valuable insight on that day’s reading. You are 
allowed two unexcused absences in the course of the semester; all others will result in a 
quarter of a letter grade deduction from your overall score. (See tardiness policy under 
“Classroom Policies” below). 
 
Classroom Journal: (15%) 
 
You will keep a journal with notes on the readings, discussions, and films (the journals will 
also serve as a repository for your questions and insights for a particular day’s reading as 
referenced above.) Three journals consisting of 600 to 800 words are due over the course of 
the summer session. Journals will serve as tools that will help you to think critically about 
what you have read and/or learned in class discussions.  
 
Classroom Facilitation: (25%) 
 
On the first day of class, I will pass around a sign-up sheet. Each student will be 
responsible for one facilitation of course readings as reflected by the choices given on the 
sign-up sheet. (Note: if another reading on the syllabus catches your eye, but is not listed 
on the signup sheet, you might be allowed to facilitate your reading preference if you okay 
it with me.). In preparation for your facilitation, you will write an introduction to the 
material and discussion questions in a 3-page discussion guide that you will distribute to 
your colleagues on the day of your facilitation. You will email the instructor your 
discussion guide and questions no later than one week prior to the event, and she will 
supply you with feedback and critical suggestions that you will incorporate into your 
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facilitation. You are also very welcome to drop by and see me during office hours to 
discuss your facilitation (or any other matter of concern) with me.  
 
Letter to Editor (10%) 
 
By the beginning of our final week, you will submit a Letter to the Editor.  This will be an 
actual letter concerning an issue related to social justice that will be addressed to the editor 
of a newspaper or magazine.  Your letter will respond to an article in that publication and 
thus should conform to the publication’s rules and format.  For example, most newspapers 
limit Letters to the Editor to 300 words.  When you turn in your letter, you must also prove 
that you sent it to the editor.    
 
Final Project (30%) and Presentation (5%) 
 
Near the end of the term, you will submit your final project.  You may consider any one of 
the following forms for this project: 
• A traditional 10-page research paper 
• PowerPoint presentation 
• Web site 
• Musical presentation (more than a mere compilation of, for example, songs from the 
1960s—that is, contextualize the music)   
• Documentary film or photographic series  
• Art (your own engagement with an issue) 
• Spoken word 
 
You should view your final project as one that encompasses six weeks and not wait 
until the last week before it is due to initiate it. By July 8th  you will have submitted a 
formal one-page proposal, which should include a statement of your format (art, 
photography, etc), your topic, your sources, your basic argument, and what you think you 
will discover.  
 
When you submit your project, you will also turn in a short (three- to four-page) paper 
explaining your work.  Why did you choose this issue/topic?  Where did you find sources 
of information and ideas?  Why did you choose this form to present your material and 
argument?  
 
Your final project must include a bibliography listing all sources of information you use.  
Since this is a 400-level class, you must format the written part of your project according to 
one of the traditional stylesheets: MLA, APA, Chicago, Turabian, etc.   
 
At the end of the term, you will present your final project to the class.  This presentation 
should take 15 to 20 minutes and include an identification of your topic, your approach, a 
brief and concise critical analysis, and your sources. The exact nature of your presentation 
will depend on your format.  For example, if you create a web site, you may show it to the 
class; if you create a spoken-word piece, you may perform it or share it in a handout.  If 
you write a regular research paper, you will discuss your argument and your findings.  
 
NOTE: I do not accept assignments brought to my office, sent through email, or left in my 
mail box. You must turn in HARD COPY at the beginning of class. 
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A NOTE ON ATTITUDE AND EFFORT: I am aware of and respect the amount of effort 
that a student puts into his or her work. Persistence and effort, in combination with a good 
attitude (and avoiding inappropriate behaviors as explicated by the syllabus) can therefore 
make the difference between an ‘A’ and an ‘A-“ or a ‘C’ and a ‘C+. 
 
 
.FINAL GRADING SCALE 
 
 A 940 points and above C+ 770-799  (77-79%) 
 A- 900-949   (90-93%) C 740-769  (74-76%) 
 B+ 870-899   (87-89%) C- 700-739  (70-73%) 
 B 840-869   (84-86%) D+ 670-699  (67-69%) 
 B- 800-839   (80-83%) D 600-669  (60-63%) 
        F 599 and below 
 
  
 
Classroom Policies 
 
1. NO Electronic Devices. 
 
All electronic devices (cell phones, beepers, pagers, watch alarms, etc.) are to be turned off, 
not set to vibrate, during class. NO ELECTRONIC DEVICES SHOULD BE VISIBLE 
DURING CLASS. If I catch you texting or with some other electronic device, I will ask 
you to put the device away and will deduct points from your overall score. The second time 
I catch you doing it, I will ask you to leave the class and count you absent. 
 
2. Side conversations with other students: If you persist in this behavior, it will result in a 
deduction of participation points and without notification. 
 
3. Reading newspapers, doodling, and/or any blatant display of distraction will not be 
tolerated and will result in a significant deduction of participation points. 
 
4. Stay engaged for the full period. In the last few minutes of class, I ask you to please 
refrain from readying for departure before the instructor has dismissed class. 
 
5. Excessive tardiness will not be tolerated. The instructor finds it preferable that, rather 
than be tardy, you would excuse yourself from class for the day. Students who walk in late 
in the middle of discussions disrupt the flow of dynamic conversation and impede the 
transmission of important information and ideas. I will overlook but will record your first 
two tardies. On the third tardy, I will count you absent from class. Successive tardies will 
result in a significant reduction of points without notification. 
 
  
 
 
Disability Accommodation:  
Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations are available for students with a 
documented disability. If you have a disability and need accommodations to fully 
participate in this class, please either visit or call the Access Center (Washington Building 
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217; 509-335-3417) to schedule an appointment with an Access Advisor. All 
accommodations MUST be approved through the Access Center. 
 
Campus Safety Plan/Emergency Information: 
 
Washington State University is committed to maintaining a safe environment for its 
faculty, staff, and students. Safety is the responsibility of every member of the campus 
community and individuals should know the appropriate actions to take when an 
emergency arises. In support of our commitment to the safety of the campus community the 
University has developed a Campus Safety Plan, http://safetyplan.wsu.edu. It is highly 
recommended that you visit this web site as well as the University emergency management 
web site at http://oem.wsu.edu/ to become familiar with the information provided. 
  
Statement on Ethics:  
 
Plagiarism of papers (taking and passing off as one’s own the writings or ideas of another) 
will get you an F grade on the assignment or for the semester.  In all instances, you must do 
your own work.  Otherwise, you are being dishonest. There is no excuse for submitting 
another person's work, ideas, or wording as your own, or for not doing your own work. In 
simple terms, plagiarism is the act of using another person's words or work without giving 
them credit for it.  Relatedly, academic dishonesty involves not doing the work you are 
supposed to do on your own and claim you did.  If you do not understand the seriousness of 
plagiarism and/or academic dishonesty, and the importance of avoiding those behaviors, I 
would recommend that you read WSU's Academic Integrity Policy (WSU Student 
Handbook, WAC 504-26-202—Acts of Dishonesty and WAC 504-26-010--Definitions).  
Plagiarism and academic dishonesty, whether intentional or unintentional, may result in a 
grade of "F" for the assignment in question, or a grade of "F" for the entire course, at my 
discretion.  Should there be any suspicion of plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty, I will discuss the situation with you first and then with the Chair of 
Comparative Ethnic Studies.  I will then alert the Office of Student Conduct, which may 
result in an academic integrity hearing and university sanctions against you. If you are at 
any time unclear about what constitutes plagiarism, cheating, or academic dishonesty, 
contact me and I will clarify it for you.   
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Class Schedule 

 
Note: I will strive to remain true to the schedule, but should any need for syllabus change 
arise, I reserve the right to make such changes with ample notice given in class. You are 

responsible for keeping up with changes. 
 

Week One 
 
June 17   Introduction to Course 
 
June 18 Sue Curry Jansen, Introduction, “Media, Democracy, Human Rights, and  
  Social  Justice” pp 1—27  
 
June 19 Cees Jay Hamelink, CH 1,“Global Justice & Global Media: The Long Way 
  Ahead” pp 27—32 and DeeDee Halleck and Lora Taub-Pervizpour, CH 2, 
  “Video Activism as a Way of Life: an Interview with DeeDee Halleck” pp. 
  33—44. 
 
June 20 Nick Couldry, CH 3, “Media and Democracy: Some Missing Links,” pp  
  45—54. 
 
June 21  Jessica Clark and Patricia Aufderheide, CH 4, “A New Vision for Public  
  Media: Open,  Dynamic, & Participatory,” pp. 55—70. 
 

Week Two 
 

June 24  Charlotte Ryan and William Gamson, CH 5, “Sustaining Collaboration:  
  Lessons from the Media Research and Action Project” pp. 71—82 and Nina 
  Gregg, CH 6,  “Media Is Not the Issue: Justice Is the Issue” pp 83—96.  
 
June 25 Lora Taub-Pervizpour and Eirinn Disbrow, CH 7, “Detours through Youth-
  Driven Media: Backseat Drivers Bear Witness to the Ethical Dilemmas of  
  Youth Media” pp 97—114.  
   
June 26 Mari Castañeda, CH 8, ¡Adelante! Advancing Social Justice through  
  Latina/o Community Media” pp. 115—130 
 
June 27  Margaret Gallagher, CH 9, “Feminism and Social Justice: Challenging the 
  Media  Rhetoric” pp. 131—144.  
 
June 28 Brian Martin, CH 10, “Defending Dissent” pp. 145—158 and John L.  
  Sullivan, CH 11, “Software Freedom as Social Justice: The Open Source  
  Software Movement and Information Control” pp 159—176. First Journal 
  Due. 
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Week Three 

 
July 1  Mark Andrejevic, CH 12, “Watching Back: Surveillance as Activism,” pp. 
  177—194 and Christina Dunbar-Hester, CH 13, “Drawing and Effacing  
  Boundaries in  Contemporary Media Democracy Work” pp. 195—211.  
 
July 2  Jefferson Pooley, CH 14, “From Psychological Warfare to Social Justice:  
  Shifts in Foundation Support for Communication Research” pp. 211—240 
  and Mickey Huff and Peter Phillips, CH 15,  “Media Democracy in Action: 
  Truth Emergency and the Progressive Media Reform Movement” pp. 241—
  256.  
 
July 3.  Read Davis (No One Is Illegal) Preface, Chapters 1, 2, 3 and 4.  
 
July 4  No Class.  
 
July 5  No Class.  
 

Week Four 
 

July 8  Final Project Proposal Due. Read Davis, CH 6—10, pp. 43—77.    
 
July 9  Read Davis, CH 11, “The Last Vigilantes,” pp. 83—88 and Ferguson, Price, 
  & Parks, both Forewords, xv—xvii and Stories One through Five, pp. 17—
  35. 
 
July 10  Read Chacón , CH 12—14, pp. 89—124.  
 
July 11  Read Ferguson, Price, & Parks, Stories 6—14, pp. 36—80.  
 
July 12  Read Chacón, Part III, Ch 15—17, pp. 125—148. Second Journal  
  Due.     

Week Five 
 
July 15  Read Ferguson, Price, & Parks, Stories Six through Fourteen; pp. 36—80 
 
July 16  Read Chacón , CH. 18—20, pp. 149—180.  
      
July 17  Read Ferguson, Price, & Parks, Stories 15—23, pp. 81—130, and   
  “Homage” and “Epilogue,” pp. 205—208.   
 
July 18  Read Chacón, CH 21—24, pp. 181—214. 
 
July 19  Read Chacón, CH 25—27, pp. 215—248 
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Week Six 

 
July 20  Read Chacón, CH 28, pp. 249—260 and Ferguson, Price, & Parks, Stories  
  24—29, pp. 133—158.  
 
July 21  Conclude Chacón, CH 29—32, pp. 261—294. Final Journal Due. 
 
July 22  Final Project Presentations 
 
July 23  Final Project Presentations 
 
July 24  Final Project Presentations 
 


