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Asian Diasporas Across the Americas 
 
CES 311.1           Instructor: Rory Ong  
Fall 2008           Office #: Wilson 119 
CUE 209           Office Phone #: 5-7089 
TTH: 2:50-4:05          Office Hours: W-2-4  
             or by appointment 
            email: rjong@wsu.edu 
 
Course Description: Current research within the field of Asian American Studies has begun to explore the 
scattering (diaspora) of Asian communities due to periods of national, colonial, and imperial conflict that 
have impacted populations coming from regions traditionally defined as the Near/Far East, Pacific Rim, 
Pacific Basin, or Oceania. These very different communities have traveled across various oceans, across 
the continents of North, Central, and South America as well as into the Caribbean to Trinidad, Jamaica, 
Puerto Rico, and Cuba. 
  
This Asian diaspora did not merely create lively pockets of Asian or Pacific cultural communities in its 
wake.  Nor did the diaspora only establish cross-cultural enclaves that added more ethnic flavor to their 
surroundings.  Rather, these transoceanic and transcontinental migrations also exposed the global 
conditions for the flow of migratory bodies as cheap laborers, probationary or illegal subjects, and as 
commodities across the Americas.  In this way, the transnational circuit of communities from Asia 
complicates the more traditional U.S. romance with immigration particularly with that from Europe.   
 
This course will critically analyze the diasporic movement of Asian Pacific communities across the 
Americas and their production of transnational cultures and sensibilities through the scholarship, 
literature, and film, through the fields of ethnic and cultural studies. 
 
Required Texts:  
 
What Is In a Rim?: Critical Perspectives on the Pacific Region Idea. Edited by Arif Dirlik.  2001. 
Displacements and Diasporas: Asians in the Americas. Edited by Wanni W. Anderson and Robert G. 
Lee.  2005. 
Asian Diasporas: New Formations, New Conceptions. Edited by Rhacel S. Parrenas and Lok C. D. Siu.  
2007. 
Circle K Cycles. Karen Tei Yamashita.  2001. 
 
Course Requirements: 
 
Reading Reviews/Presentations: Students will be responsible for reviewing the readings for class.  This 
will entail a presentation/discussion on the part of the individual student regarding the readings 
throughout the semester. 35% 
 
Midterm Short Paper: Students are also required to write a short paper over a topic or theme that the 
course discussion or readings have covered up to midterm.  These short papers must be 4-6 pages long, 
typewritten, and double-spaced.  These papers are to assist you in exploring ideas for your final paper. 
25% 
 
Final Paper: Students will also write a final paper for the class.  This final paper must be 10-12 pages 
long, typewritten and double spaced. The paper should cover a theme or topic that has been a focus of 
class discussions and/or the course readings. 40% 
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Policies: 

Grading 
 
Grades will be averaged in the following proportions: 
 
Reading Reviews         35% 
Miderterm Short Paper         25% 
Final Paper          40% 
 
 
Grading Scale: 
  
100-98=A+     Suggests that a student’s work is outstanding to  
97-93=A    excellent; The student’s work reflects the content and 
92-90=A-    focus of the course and shows thoughtful compre- 
     hension and insight into the complexities of the 
     material.  Students also show an attentive engagement 
     with the course.  Always well written and articulated. 
 
89-87=B+   Suggests the student’s work is very good to good; it 
86-83=B   reflects a very strong and solid understanding of the 
82-80=B-   material.  Occasionally doesn’t go the extra step in 
    critical analysis.  Mostly well written and articulated. 
 
79-77=C+    Suggests the student’s work is adequate; it reflects a 
76-73=C   fair, but essentially disengaged, grasp of the material  
72-70=C-   and doesn’t go very far in comprehension, or reflects  
    a lack of understanding of the issues represented in 
    the material. Unclearly written or articulated.  There 
    may be some attendance problems. 
 
69-63=D   Suggests the student’s work shows some, but little 

  effort.  The student does not comprehend the material, 
    is disengaged, or reveals a lack of reading, attention, 
    to the material.  There are some attendance problems. 
 

Attendance 
In accordance with the Student Handbook, attendance in this class is mandatory.  If you know in advance 
that you will have to miss class for a legitimate reason, contact me to see whether arrangements can be 
made to make up any work that will be missed.  If you have not finished an assignment for a given class 
period, attend class anyway to avoid missing further assignments and in-class work/discussions.  Only 
institutional excuses will be accepted. If you have more than four (4) unexcused absences, your 
grade will be lowered one point for every absence thereafter. 
 

Extra Credit 
There may be many opportunities for extra credit throughout the semester.  I will announce those 
opportunities as they come up.  Extra Credit assignments must relate to the course content of CES 101.  
Extra Credit should be in the form of a short 1-2 page review of the event, lecture, or film attended--typed 
and double-spaced.  To receive the possible full credit, students must also make a connection in the 
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review with the event, film, or lecture and the content of this course.  Students are allowed to turn in 2 
Extra Credit assignments.  Each Extra Credit will count 2.5 pts toward the student’s overall final grade 
(for a total of 5 extra credit points).  
 

Disability Accommodations 
We support members of our community who request disability accommodations.  Reasonable 
accommodations are available for students with a documented disability.  If you have a disability and may 
need accommodations to fully participate in this class, please visit the Disability Resource Center (DRC).  
All accommodations MUST be approved through the DRC (Administration Annex Bldg., Room 205).  
Please stop by or call 509-335-3417 to make an appointment with a disability specialist. 
 

Academic Integrity 
Academic dishonesty, such as cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, and fraud, is prohibited.  The proper use 
of primary or secondary research sources and without proper citation or acknowledgment, or copying and 
claiming someone else's work as your own, is illegal and is not acceptable in this or any other class at 
WSU.  Whether intentional or unintentional, academic dishonesty will result in a grade of F for the 
assignment in question, or a grade of “F” for the entire course.  Should there be any suspicion of 
academic dishonesty, we will discuss the situation with you before penalties are enforced. 
 

Classroom Etiquette 
Out of respect for your classmates and the instructor, all cell phones must be turned off.  iPods and any 
other devices for listening to music, podcasts, or radio are also prohibited in class.  Any use of these items 
during class will automatically result in a loss of 5 points from the student’s final grade. 
 
Syllabus: (Subject to Change) 
 
Tuesday, August 26: Review Syllabus.  Introduction to the Course. 
 

What is Asian Diaspora? 
 
Thursday, August 28: Read “Asian American Displacements” by Wanni Anderson and Robert 

Lee in Displacements and Diasporas (hereafter DD). 
 
Tuesday, September 2: Read “Introduction: Asian Diasporas—New Conceptions, New 

Frameworks” by Rhacel Salazar Parrenas and Lok C. D. Sui in Asian 
Diasporas (hereafter AD). 

 
Thursday, September 4: Read “Diaspora, Transnationalism, and Asian American Studies: 

Positions and Debates” by Christopher Lee in DD. 
 

Inventing Asia and the Pacific 
 
Tuesday, September 9:  Read “Introduction: Pacific Contradictions” by Arif Dirlk in What Is In A 

Rim (hereafter WIAR).  Video: Then There Were None (1996). 
 
Thursday, September 11: Read “The Asia Pacific Idea: Reality and Representation in the Invention 

of a Regional Structure” by Arif Dirlik in WIAR. 
 
Tuesday, September 16:  Read “Rimspeak; or, The Discourse of the Pacific Rim” by Bruce 

Cumings in WIAR. 
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The Political Economy of Asia Pacific 

 
Thursday, September 18: Read “Global Sourcing and Regional Divisions of Labor in the Pacific 

Rim” by Gary Gereffi in WIAR. 
 
Tuesday, September 23: Read “Market Dependency in U.S.—East Relations” by Meredith Woo-

Cumings in WIAR. 
 
Thursday, September 25:  Read “Sexual Economies in the Asia-Pacific Community” by by Neferti 

Xina M. Tadiar WIAR. 
 
Tuesday, September 30:  Read “Filipino Sea Men: Identity and Masculinity in a Global Labor 

Niche” by Steven C. McKay in AD. 
 
Thursday, October 2: Bill Moyers NOW special on globalization (video); Video clip from No 

Logo by Naomi Klein. 
 

Racial Economies, Transnational Identities 
 
Tuesday, October 7:  Read “Latin American in Asia-Pacific Perspective” by Evelyn Hu-

DeHart in WAIR. 
 
Thursday, October 9: Read “Images of the Chinese in West Indian History” by Walton Look 

Lai in DD. Video: Chinese Restaurants in Jamaica. 
 
Tuesday, October 14: Read “On Coolies and Shopkeepers: The Chinese as Juangong 

(Laborers) and Huashang (Merchants) in Latin America/Caribbean” by 
Evelyn Hu-DeHart in DD. Video: Chinese Restaurants in Peru. 

 
Thursday, October 16:  Read “From Japanese to Nikkei and Back: Integration Strategies of 

Japanese Immigrants and Their Descendants in Brazil” Jeffrey Lesser in 
DD. 

 
Tuesday, October 21:  Read “When Minorities Migrate: The Racialization of the Japanese 

Brazilians in Brazil and Japan” Takeyuki (Gaku) Tsuda in AD. 
 
Thursday, October 23:  Read “In the Black Pacific: Testimonies of Vietnamese Afro-Amerasian 

Displacements” by Bernard Scott Lucious in DD. 
 

Everyday Diaspora 
 
Tuesday, October 28: Read “Between Necessity and Choice: Rhode Island Lao American 

Women” by Wanni Anderson in DD. 
 
Thursday, October 30: Read “From Refugees to Transmigrants: The Vietnamese in Canada” by 

Louis-Jacques Dorais in DD. 
 
Tuesday, November 4:  Read “‘My Mother Fell in Love with My-Xuan First’: Arranging 

‘Traditional’ Marriages Across the Diaspora” by Hung Cam Thai in AD.  
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Thursday, November 6: Video: New Year Baby (2008). 
 
Tuesday, November 11: Labor Day. All University Holiday.  
 
Thursday, November 13: Read “Ritual in Diaspora” by Aisha Khan and “Our Flavor Is Greater” 

by Sharmila Sen in AD. 
 
Tuesday, November 18: Read “Asian Bodies Out of Control: Examining the Adopted Korean 

Existence” by Tobias Hubinette in AD. 
 
Thursday, November 20: Read “Asian Diasporas, and Yet . . .” by David Palumbo-Lui and 

“Beyond Asian Diasporas” by Ien Ang in AD. 
 
Mon-Fri, November 24-28: Thanksgiving Holiday 
 

Toward an Asian American Diasporic Literacy 
 
Tuesday, December 2: Circle K Cycles. 
 
Thursday, December 4:   Circle K Cycles. 
 
Tuesday, December 9: Film: Bend it Like Beckham (2002) or The Namesake (2006). 
 
Thursday, December 11: Film: Bend it Like Beckham (2002) or The Namesake (2006). 
 
Mon-Fri, December 15-19: Final Papers due. 


