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In U.S. public discourse, the conceptual metaphor IMMIGRANT AS ANIMAL thus constitutes the identity 
of Latinos as of lesser value than the typical U.S. citizen.  As long a white remains the norm of what 
constitutes an “American,” Latinos will not be seen as full citizens, inasmuch as the metaphors of public 
discourse constitute the national stage.  Latinos will be seen as foreigners in their native land. 

  —Otto Santa Ana 
 

Latinidad as a principle of racialized (or “ethnic”) organizationcan acquire unprecedentedmeaning in the 
production of an oppositional political identity aimed at securing  substantive citizenship rights, 
entitlements, and electoral representations. 

  —Nicholas De Genova and Ana Ramos Zayas 
  

With one third of people of Mexican descent under the age of fifteen, many of the challenges confronting 
this community center on the current well-being of children and their future prospects. 

  —Roberto De Anda 
 
 
 

 
INTRODUCTION: 

The purpose of this syllabus is to help you understand the goals of this class and the 
requirements to complete it successfully.  Read this document carefully and keep it handy 
throughout the semester, for it outlines the structure and tells you important information 
regarding the course.  Moreover, this syllabus shall be seen as a contract between the 
student and the professor.   

   
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES:  

Historically, Chicanos/Chicanas and Latinos/Latinas have been an integral part of US 
history.  However, in many instances they have been left out of the official narratives that 
structure our collective understanding of US history.  In fact, even today these ethnic 
groups are, for the most part, left in the fringes of our society. This course represents an 
effort to highlight and center Latinos/Latinas.  Drawing on a wide variety of disciplines 
in the social sciences and humanities, this course focuses on the historical and 
contemporary experience of Chicanos/as, Latinos/as within the United States.  The major 
themes to be addressed this semester include: immigration, colonization, the legal system, 
labor issues, civil rights, racism, sexuality, and race and gender relations.  The objectives 
of the course are threefold: (1) to understand how the experiences of Chicanos/as and 
Latinas/os in the United States have contributed to, and been shaped by ideological, 
sociopolitical, and economic forces; (2) to examine the heterogeneity and diversity within 
the Chicano(a)/Latina(o) communities; and (3) to examine solutions to social injustices 
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and discrimination against Chicanos(as) and Latinas(os) with the aim of 
expanding/applying those solutions to other areas. 

REQUIRED MATERIALS:   
 
Primary Texts:  
 
[CCCS]  De Anda, Roberto M.  2004.  Chicanas and Chicanos in Contemporary Society.  
Lanham:  

Rowman and Littlefield. 
 
[LC]  De Genova, Nicholas and Ana Ramos Zayas.  2003.  Latino Crossings: Mexicans, Puerto 
Ricans,  

and the Politics of Race and Citizenship.  New York: Routledge. 
 
[BTR]  Santa Ana, Otto.  2002.  Brown Tide Rising: Metaphors of Latinos in Contemporary 
American Public Discourse.  Austin: University of Texas Press. 
 
Additional Resources: 
Spanish-English Dictionary 
4 x 6 index cards 

  
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Class Attendance and Participation:  

There will be a total of 140 points for class participation and attendance.  Thus, attending 
every class period is required. You are allowed up to two absences, and every additional 
absence will reduce your final Attendance and Participation Score by 10 points.  
Only approved and documented university excuses will be accepted (for athletes, this 
means forms from the Athletic Dept. handed in before the absence; for serious illness or 
family emergency, this means a phone call to your instructor before class followed up 
with a note from Student Health or your family doctor).  Regarding class participation, 
since class will consist almost exclusively of discussion, I will expect you to come to 
class 1) having completed all the readings assigned for that day, and 2) with a willingness 
to respond thoughtfully and respectfully to the topics discussed, to your professor, and to 
your peers.  I will be looking for quality and quantity in your contributions to class 
discussion.  Finally, you are also expected to bring your readings to class everyday. 

 
Group Presentations:   

During the last two weeks of class you and your peers will be presenting on topics related 
to the ones covered in class during the semester or on topics that were not covered in 
class but which are relevant to Chicano/Latino Studies as a discipline.  Each group will 
be composed of 4-6 students.  You are free to choose the topic, though your group should 
“OK” it with me before researching it.  Also, if you and your group mates choose a topic 
discussed in class, you must expand on the topic, and not limit yourself to merely 
“reciting” what the readings said, and/or what was discussed in class.  Presentations will 
be worth a total of 200 points of your final score based on the following criteria: 
Instructor’s evaluation of your research and contribution to the topic (100 points), peer 
evaluation (50 points), and attendance to all three days of presentations (50 points).  
Should you miss one day of the presentations, you will lose all attendance and peer 
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evaluation points (a total of 100 points).  Again, the presentation will be worth a total of 
200 points.  

 
Exams:  

There will be three examinations.  The exams will be comprised of three parts each: (1) 
an objective element (such as multiple choice, match or true or false); (2) short answers; 
and (3) a longer essay response.  All three parts are designed to test your comprehension 
of and ability to apply the information from class lectures, assigned readings, and films. 
Each exam will be worth 100 points, for a combined total of 300 points. 

 
Reading Reflections: 

You are required to keep typed “reflections” of the readings.  In order to get full credit, 
you must write a separate entry for each reading (some days you will have more than 
reading per day, so you will need one entry per reading), and each entry must be prefaced 
with the following information: your name, date, title of reading, title of the book, pages, 
and entry number.  For instance, the first entry for Monday, August 27 should have the 
following info: 
 
Name 
8/27/07 
Title of Reading 
Title of Book 
Entry #1 

 
Each entry should include two paragraphs: one including a summary of the readings for 
the day, and another paragraph including an analysis.  The analysis may be theoretical, 
social and/or political (any personal “feelings” or ideas must be backed with information 
from the reading).  I will collect the reflections everyday in class.  At the end of each 
week I will grade two random entries from the readings for that time period.  Each entry 
will be worth 20 points (X 2 = 40 points a week) for a total of 360 points (9 weeks) at the 
end of the semester.  
   
Note: The reading reflections will be collected in class.  If you miss class one day and 
I choose to grade the entries from that day, you will lose your points for that day’s 
reading reflection.   

 
Note 2:  I will not accept late reading reflections, nor will I accept reflections 
brought to my office, sent over e-mail, or left in my mail box.   

 
Note 3: Although I will only grade two reading reflections, I will deduct points for 
every missing entry (even if the one/ones you are missing is/are not one of the 
randomly chosen ones).  That is to say, in order to get full credit on the two random 
entries I select to grade that week, you must turn in an entry for every reading 
assigned for that week. 

 
 
COURSE POLICIES: 
  
Academic Etiquette Policy:  
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Class will begin promptly at 2:50 pm. Arriving late and leaving early is not tolerable; if 
you have class, job, or childcare conflicts, please see me as soon as possible. Please do 
not attempt to carry on private conversations with other students during lectures or 
discussions. I also require that guest speakers be treated with respect, courtesy, and your 
and undivided complete attention. Finally, toleration for diverse opinions voiced in class 
is essential, and I expect all students to treat each other respectfully. In order for us to 
learn from each other, we have to allow each other to make mistakes, and/or to offer 
unpopular positions for debate. Name calling and other forms of verbal harassment will 
not be tolerated and will result in either the student being asked to leave the classroom 
and/or in receiving penalty points at my discretion. 
 

Cellular Phones and other Communication Devices: 
Turn your cell phones and communication devices off before coming to class (that 
includes laptop computers, blackberries and any other electronic device utilized to 
communicate with the world outside our classroom).  The world can survive without 
getting a hold of you for an hour and fifteen minutes.  Trust me, it will be ok.  If, for a 
reason I cannot fathom at this point, you forget to neutralize your communication device, 
and it does go off, you will annoy the heck out of me, and will have the option of (1) 
turning it off immediately, or (2) handing it to me and letting me answer it.  You will take 
full responsibility for what happens when/if you allow me to answer your phone.  If your 
device goes off more than once during the semester, I will deduct points (at my discretion 
and without notifying you) from your attendance and participation points.   

 
Plagiarism:  

In all instances, you must do your own work. There is no excuse for plagiarism, or for 
submitting another's work, ideas, or wording as your own. In simple terms, plagiarism is 
the act of using another person's words or work without giving them credit for it. If you 
do not understand the seriousness of plagiarism, and the importance of avoiding it, I 
would recommend that you read WSU's Academic Integrity Policy in the WSU Student 
Handbook, especially sections WAC 504 26 010; WAC 504 26 202; and WAC 504 26 
404.  Plagiarism, whether intentional or unintentional, may result in a grade of "F" for the 
assignment in question, or a grade of "F" for the entire course.  Should there be any 
suspicion of plagiarism, I will discuss the situation with you first and then with the Chair 
of Comparative Ethnic Studies before penalties are enforced.  I am also required to 
submit a formal complaint against you to the Office of Student Conduct.  If you are at 
any time unclear about what constitutes plagiarism or cheating, please contact me.  Better 
safe than sorry! 
 

Disability Accommodation:  
Reasonable accommodations are available for students with a documented disability. 
Please go to the Disability Resource Center (DRC) during the first two weeks of every 
semester to seek information or to qualify for accommodations. All accommodations 
MUST be approved through the DRC, located in the Administration Annex Bldg, Room 
205. To make an appointment with a disability counselor, please call 335-3417. 

 
Last but Not Least (or The “How is that my problem” Clause): 

I am a pretty busy person, and as a professor, my role in this class is to teach you about 
the predicament of Latinos in US society by way of popular culture and to generally 
prepare you for the professional world.  I feel the need to warn you, then, that often times 



 5

I will have a standard response to many of your requests or “conflicts.”  The response 
will usually be a variation of: “How is that my problem?”  For instance, if you tell me 
that your parents are going on a vacation to Cancún during the week we are having final 
presentations, and they want you to come along (and already bought your tickets), I will 
ask you: How is that my problem? Similarly, if your best friend is getting married in 
California and you want to go to the wedding the day of your final presentation: How in 
the world is that my problem?  Or, if your roommate/friend needs a ride to the Spokane 
airport and you decide to take her/him and miss class: not my problem! Thus, before you 
raise any particular issue with me, understand that your personal matters should bear no 
effect on me or on how this class is conducted.  It is your responsibility to conform to and 
abide by the schedule and the syllabus (in other words, the schedule is not meant to 
conform to you).  Ultimately, you need to keep in mind that if you decide to bask under 
the Mexican sun, or eat wedding cake in “sunny California,” or go to Spokane during 
class time, the activity will come with a cost to your grade. It is ultimately up to you to 
make your own decisions, but decisions, even in college, have consequences attached to 
them.  Keep that in mind.  
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FALL 2007 SCHEDULE 
 

NOTE 1: Though I will try to remain as faithful as possible to this syllabus, I reserve the 
right to make changes. These will be announced in advance. 

NOTE 2:    This syllabus tells you the dates by which you need to have the material read.    
 
 

MON AUG 20: Introduction(s) 
 
WED AUG 22: History of Chicanos/Latinos in the US and Chicano/Latino Studies 
 
 
MON AUG 27: Latinos, Public Discourse and Metaphors 
Read   “Chapter One” (pp. 1-11); and “Chapter Two” (pp. 15-61) in [BTR] 
 
WED AUG 29: Immigrants and Immigration  
Read   “Chapter Three” (pp. 65-103) in [BTR] 
 
 
MON SEP 03: HOLIDAY 
 
MON SEP 05: Racism and Affirmative Action 
Read   “Chapter 4” (pp.104-155) in [BTR] 
 
 
MON SEP 10: Education and American Discourse 
Read   “Chapter 5” (pp. 156-196) in [BTR] 
 
WED SEP 12: Latinos and Social Class 
Read   “Chapter 6” (pp.197-249) in [BTR] 

 
MON SEP 17: The Place of Latinos 
Read   “Chapter 7” (pp. 253-294) in [BTR] 
 
WED SEP 19: Representations of Latinos 
Read   “Chapter 8” (pp. 295-319) in [BTR] 

 
MON SEP 24: Exam 1 
 
WED SEP 26: The Demography of Mexicans and the Labor Market 
Read   “Chapter 1” (pp. 3-19); and “Chapter 2” (pp. 21-36) in [CCCS] 
 
 
MON OCT 01: Identity 
Read   “Chapter 3” (pp. 39-53) in [CCCS] 
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WED OCT 03: Bilingual Education 
Read   “Chapter 4” (pp. 55-77); and “Chapter 7” (pp. 113-126)  in [CCCS] 
 
 
MON OCT 08:           Social Construction of Parenting and Chicanas 
Read   “Chapter 5” (pp. 81-97); and “Chapter 6” (99-111) in [CCCS]  
 
WED OCT 10:          Community Celebration  
Read   “Chapter 9” (pp. 145-153) in [CCCS]  
 
 
MON OCT 15: Chicanos and Liberation Theology 
Read   “Chapter 10” (pp. 155-170) in [CCCS] 
 
WED OCT 17: Exam 2  
Read    
 
 
MON OCT 22: Latino Crossings 
Read   “Chapter 1” (pp. 1-30) in [LC] 
 
WED OCT 24: Locations and Social Space 
Read   “Chapter 2” (pp. 31-56) in [LC] 
 
 
MON OCT 29:         Economies  
Read                        “Chapter 3” (pp. 57-82); and in [LC]    
 
WED  OCT 31:           Civility and Language 
Read   “Chapter 4” (pp. 83-106); and “Chapter 6” (pp. 145-174) in [LC]  
 
 
MON NOV 05: Families 
Read                         “Chapter 5” (pp. 107-143) in [LC] 
 
WED NOV 07: Latinidad and the Future 
Read   “Chapter 7” (pp. 175-210); and Chapter 8 (pp. 211-217) in [LC] 
 
 
MON NOV 12: HOLIDAY 
 
WED NOV 14: Exam 3 
 
 
MON NOV 19:  Thanksgiving Holiday Break 
 
WED  NOV 21: Thanksgiving Holiday Break 
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TUE NOV 29: Group presentations (Group 1 & Group 2) 
 
THU DEC 01: Group presentations (Group 3 & Group 4) 
 
 
TUE DEC 06: Group presentations (Group 5 & Group 6) 
 
THU DEC 08: Student-teacher conference 
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KEEP TRACK OF YOUR CLASS GRADE POINTS BELOW 
 

FINAL PRESENTATION (200 PTS)     ___________ 
  
 READING REFLECTIONS (360 PTS) 

#1 ___________  #6 ___________ 
#2 ___________  #7 ___________ 
#3 ___________  #8 ___________ 
#4 ___________  #9 ___________ 
#5 ___________  
Total for Reading Reflections      ___________ 

 
 EXAMS (300 PTS) 

Exam 1 ___________   
Exam 2 ___________          
Exam 3 ___________ 
Total for Exams        ___________ 
 
ATTENDANCE (140 PTS)        ___________ 

 
Extra Credit (if any)        ___________ 

 
Total points accumulated       ___________ 

 
FINAL GRADING SCALE 

 A 950 points and above C+ 770-799  (77-79%) 
 A- 900-949   (90-94%) C 740-769  (74-76%) 
 B+ 870-899   (87-89%) C- 700-739  (70-73%) 
 B 840-869   (84-86%) D+ 670-699  (67-69%) 
 B- 800-839   (80-83%) D 600-669  (60-63%) 

         F 599 and below 


