
CES 494 
SPECIAL TOPIC: FILIPINA/O/AMERICAN STUDIES 

CUE 207 
M W 1:25 – 2:40 

John Streamas                            office hours: 
Wilson 112A                        M 11:30 – 12:30 
509 335-4791                Th 1:00 – 3:00 
streamas@wsu.edu              and by appointment 
 
Course texts 
Amerasia Journal Vol 24, No. 2, 1998.  UCLA Asian American Studies Center. 
Amerasia Journal Vol 24, No. 3, 1998.  UCLA Asian American Studies Center. 
America Is in the Heart, by Carlos Bulosan.  1946.  Seattle: U of Washington P, 1973. 
Positively No Filipinos Allowed: Building Communities and Discourse, edited by Antonio T.  
 Tiongson, Jr., Edgardo V. Gutierrez, and Ricardo V. Gonzalez.  Philadelphia: Temple  
 UP, 2006. 
 
Course description, rationale, and objectives 
The 2000 Census estimates the numbers of Filipinas/os in the United States at 2.4 million, which 
makes for the second largest Asian American community.  This should lead to high visibility, but 
for various reasons—which we will examine—the community has been rendered mostly 
invisible both in the nation as a whole and in Asian America.  Unlike most other Asian 
Americans, Filipina/o Americans have a history and culture that must be understood in relation 
to a colonial past.  And yet we cannot fix our focus so exclusively on this past that we neglect the 
living cultures of Filipina/o Americans today.  We will examine these cultures, and we will 
examine relations between Filipina/o Americans and other peoples of color, especially African 
Americans.  Our approach will be interdisciplinary.  Our goals are these: 
 1) To examine the relationship between the colonial past and the living present. 
 2) To examine anti-Filipino racism as expressed in exploitation of labor, especially 
immigrants’ and women’s labor. 
 3) To examine the evolution of stereotypes of Filipina/o women and men. 
 4) To examine the living cultures of young Filipinas/os in the U.S. 
 5) To analyze resistance to oppression, and also—mostly—to understand how to convert 
resistance to justice. 
 
Course requirements 
Attendance: Attendance is required.  After the second week of class, you will be permitted two 
unexcused absences.  Any absence is unexcused if it is not legitimate and not cleared with me in 
advance, or not accompanied by documentation, also preferably in advance.  Each unexcused 
absence will result in deduction of one-fourth of a letter grade. 
 
Participation: Class discussions will depend on your reading the assigned texts and coming to 
class ready to talk about them.  Participation takes many forms: discussing issues raised in class 
or in our texts, keeping up with world events that are relevant to our work, joining an activist 
group working for social justice, writing a letter to the editor of a newspaper or magazine on an 
issue we discuss, even presenting your research at an academic conference.    
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Journals: Three times during the semester you will turn in one-page journals covering the 
readings.  On January 31 your first journal will cover the readings for the first four weeks.  Your 
second journal, due February 28, will cover Bulosan.  And your third, due April 11, will cover 
readings from Weeks 9 – 13.   
 
Midterm group project: You will notice that, during the middle of the semester, after reading 
Bulosan’s book, there will be no common reading assignments for three class meetings.  One of 
those periods may be replaced by individual conferences in my office; two periods, and possibly 
all three, will be taken up in small-group presentations on an aspect of Filipina/o American 
history or culture that you glean either from our readings or from your own independent readings 
or research.    
 
Final paper, proposal, and presentation: You will write a final paper of ten pages.  This should 
involve some research, which can take the form of oral history interviews, analysis of a film or 
literary text, or a formal argument on an issue in Filipina/o American history or culture.  If you 
analyze a film or literary text, your paper must be more than a close reading—it must 
contextualize the film or book.  Specific instructions will come later, but please note that, in the 
middle of the semester, I will ask you to identify your topic and to write a proposal for the paper.  
Also note that alternative assignments are possible, if you discuss and clear these in advance—
for example, a group media project, or some form of historically informed activism that you can 
document for the class.  Whatever you do for the final paper assignment, you will present it to 
the class during the final week of the semester. 
 
Policies 
1) No written assignments will be accepted late unless cleared, for good and documented reason, 
in advance. 
2) No assignments will be accepted through e-mail unless cleared, for good reason, in advance. 
3) All written assignments must be typed, in standard font and margins, and stapled.  Number 
your pages. 
4) Extra credit opportunities exist.  However, you are responsible for keeping up with events on 
campus or in the area and letting me and your classmates know about them in advance, so that 
you may write a one-page analysis of them. 
5) If, in any of your written assignments, you use information or ideas from other sources, 
whether you are quoting or merely paraphrasing, you must cite those sources.  This is true even 
when your sources are interviewees for oral histories.  Failure to cite will be counted as 
plagiarism and will result in a failing grade.   
6) You may choose your citation style—whether MLA, Chicago, Turabian, APA, AMA, CBE, 
Harvard, or any other—but you must remain consistent.  Do not mix styles. 
 
Community standards 
1) I will be very disappointed if, at some time during the semester, you don’t find extremely 
distasteful or disagreeable a comment made by me or a classmate.  Argue—and defend your 
position, demonstrating your knowledge of history.  But do so respectfully.  Name-calling is not 
educational.  Neither is hate speech—which will not be tolerated.    
2) The best way to show your respect is by listening.  Cultivate good listening skills, if you have 
not done so already. 
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3) Please ask questions.   
4) Do not read, during class, newspapers, magazines, or other materials unrelated to our work. 
5) Arriving late and leaving early are unacceptable and will be counted as absences.  If you have 
class, job, or childcare conflicts, let me know as soon as possible.     
6) Turn off your cell phones during class.  
 
Academic integrity 
Plagiarism or cheating of any kind will result in your failing the course.  (See the WSU Student 
Handbook on Academic Dishonesty.)  Academic honesty is much easier to achieve than 
academic dishonesty, if only you observe Policy 5 above: whenever you use someone else’s 
information or ideas, cite the source. 
 
Grades 
Your course grade will be determined according to the following percentages: 
 Attendance and participation  20 percent 
 Journals    15 percent 
 Midterm group project  15 percent 
 Paper proposal    10 percent 
 Paper      35 percent 
 Paper presentation    5 percent 
 
Students with Disabilities:   I am committed to providing assistance to help you be successful in 
this course. Reasonable accommodations are available for students with a documented disability. 
Please visit the Disability Resource Center (DRC) during the first two weeks of every semester 
to seek information or to qualify for accommodations. All accommodations MUST be approved 
through the DRC (Admin Annex Bldg, Room 205). Call 509-335-3417 to make an appointment 
with a disability counselor. 
 
Final personal notes 
Though this is a 400-level class, please be aware that we come to it with wildly divergent 
amounts of knowledge and understanding of the histories and issues we will cover.  Having been 
a student and friend of E. San Juan, Jr, and Delia Aguilar, who have lived much of Filipina/o 
history and have become scholarly authorities, I cannot claim to be an expert in our course 
material.  For this reason, I regard myself in this class as mostly a facilitator and mentor. More 
than for most classes, I trust that we will develop a community of our own, all of us learning and 
teaching, facilitating and sharing.       
 Toward this end, I will try to bring to class several guests from the local and regional 
community.  My hope is that sometime in April we will be able to bring at least one or two 
friends and allies from Seattle.  If you know anyone from the community who might have much 
experience or knowledge to share, please let me know.  

Finally, though we will end the semester with some readings in activism and resistance, I 
know that many in the community have personal experience in groups such as GABRIELA.  
Please bring this experience to class, and feel free to draw upon it in your assignments.   
 
Schedule 
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Note: Assignments listed below are subject to change.  You are responsible for keeping track of 
any changes. 
 
Jan 8:  Introduction of course and community. 
Jan 10:  Read San Juan, “We Charge Genocide: A Brief History of U.S. in the Philippines,”  

at <http://politicalaffairs.net/article/view.2274>; and handout, Griswold, 82-92.  Film: 
Savage Acts. 

 
Jan 15:  No class. 
Jan 17:  Read Amerasia 24.2, Introduction, 7-9; San Juan, 1-33; and Zwick, 65-85. 
 
Jan 22:  Read Positively Introduction, 1-14; Chapters 1 (17-25) and 2 (26-42). 
Jan 24:  Read Positively Chapters 3 (43-60) and 4 (61-70). 
 
Jan 29:  Read Amerasia 24.2, Parreñas, 115-34; and Amerasia 24.3, San Buenaventura, 1-26. 
Jan 31:  Read Amerasia 24.3, Aguilar, 27-35; and Lacsamana, 37-42; and handout, Eviota, 52- 
 67.  Film: Modern Heroes, Modern Slaves.  FIRST JOURNAL DUE. 
 
Feb 5:  Bulosan vii-xxiv (Introduction by McWilliams).  
Feb 7: Bulosan 1-93. 
 
Feb 12: Bulosan 94-189. 
Feb 14:  Bulosan 190-261. 
 
Feb 19:  Bulosan 262-327.   
Feb 21:  Group presentations. 
 
Feb 26:  Group presentations.  PAPER PROPOSAL DUE. 
Feb 28:  Group presentations or individual conferences.  SECOND JOURNAL DUE. 
 
Mar 5:  Read Amerasia 24.2, Posadas and Guyotte, 135-54; and Ngozi-Brown, “David Fagen,”  
 at <http://www.anb.org/articles/05/05-00227.html>. 
Mar 7:  Read Amerasia 24.3, Blumentritt, 75-90.  Film: Bontoc Eulogy. 
 
Mar 19:  Read Positively Chapters 5 (73-89) and 6 (90-107). 
Mar 21:  Read Positively Chapter 8 (124-41). 
 
Mar 26:  Read Amerasia 24.3, Ocampo, 45-74. 
Mar 28:  Read Amerasia 24.3, Maison, 218-32.  Film: When Strangers Reunite. 
  
Apr 2:  Read Amerasia 24.2, Toribio, 155-77; and Amerasia 24.3, Ferrer, 169-90; and Baluyut, 
 192-216. 
Apr 4:  Read Amerasia 24.2, Gaerlan, 87-108. 
 
Apr 9:  Read Positively Chapters 7 (111-23) and 11 (172-98). 
Apr 11:  Read Positively Chapter 9 (145-61).  THIRD JOURNAL DUE. 
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Apr 16:  Read Positively Chapter 12 (199-214). 
Apr 18:  Read Positively Chapter 10 (162-71).  FINAL PAPER DUE. 
 
Apr 23:  Paper presentations.  
Apr 25:  Paper presentations. 
 
Texts that may serve as sources for your writing 
Aguilar, Delia D.  Towards a Nationalist Feminism.  Giraffe Books, 1998. 
Aguilar, Mila D.  A Comrade Is as Precious as a Rice Seedling.  Latham, NY: Kitchen Table: Women of Color,  

1987. 
Carbo, Nick, and Eileen Tabios, eds.  Babaylan: An Anthology of Filipina and Filipina American Writers.  San 

Francisco: Aunt Lute, 2000. 
Choy, Catherine Ceniza.  “Towards Trans-Pacific Social Justice: Women and Protest in Filipino American History.”   

Journal of Asian American Studies 8, no. 3 (Oct. 2005): 293-307. 
De Jesus, Melinda L., ed.  Pinay Power, Pinay Critical Theory: Theorizing the Filipina/American Experience.  New  

York: Routledge, 2005. 
De Leon, Lakandiwa M.  “Filipinotown and the DJ Scene: Cultural Expression and Identity Affirmation of Filipino  

American Youth in Los Angeles.”  Asian American Youth: Culture, Identity, and Ethnicity.  Ed. Jennifer 
Lee and Min Zhou.  New York: Routledge, 2004.  191-206. 

Espiritu, Yen Le.  Home Bound: Filipino American Lives Across Cultures, Communities, and Countries.  Berkeley:  
U of California P, 2003. 

Galang, M. Evelina.  Her Wild American Self.  Minneapolis: Coffee House, 1996. 
Gonzalves, Theo.  “‘We Hold a Neatly Folded Hope’: Filipino Veterans of World War II on Citizenship and  

Political Obligation.”  Amerasia Journal 21, no. 3 (1995): 154-73.  
Hagedorn, Jessica.  Dogeaters.  New York: Penguin, 1990. 
Ho, Fred, ed.  Legacy to Liberation: Politics and Culture of Revolutionary Asian Pacific America.  Brooklyn, NY,  

and San Francisco: Big Red Media and AK, 2000. 
Hawley, Charles V.  “You’re a Better Filipino Than I Am, John Wayne: World War II, Hollywood, and U.S.- 

Philippines Relations.”  Pacific Historical Review 71, no. 3 (2002): 389-414. 
Kaplan, Amy.  “The Birth of an Empire.”  PMLA 114, no. 5 (Oct. 1999): 1068-79. 
Ngozi-Brown, Scot.  “African-American Soldiers and Filipinos: Racial Imperialism, Jim Crow and Social  

Relations.”  The Journal of Negro History 82, no. 1 (1997): 42-53. 
Rafael, Vicente L.  White Love and Other Events in Filipino History.  Durham, NC: Duke UP, 2000.  
Root, Maria P.P., ed.  Filipino Americans: Transformation and Identity.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 1997. 
Rosenberg, David A.  “Civil Liberties and the Mass Media under Martial Law in the Philippines.”  Pacific Affairs  

47, no. 4 (Winter 1974-75): 472-84. 
San Juan, E Jr.  History and Form: Selected Essays.  Manila: Ateneo de Manila UP, 1996. 
---.  The Philippine Temptation: Dialectics of Philippine-U.S. Literary Relations.  Philadelphia: Temple UP, 1996. 
---.  Racism and Cultural Studies: Critiques of Multiculturalist Ideology and the Politics of Difference.  Durham,  

NC: Duke UP, 2002. 
---.  U.S. Imperialism and Revolution in the Philippines.  New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007. 
Scharlin, Craig, and Lilia V. Villanueva.  Philip Vera Cruz: A Personal History of Filipino Immigrants and the  

Farmworkers Movement.  1992.  Seattle: U of Washington P, 2000. 
Schirmer, Daniel B., and Stephen Rosskamm Shalom, eds.  The Philippines Reader: A History of Colonialism,  

Neocolonialism, Dictatorship, and Resistance.  Boston: South End, 1987. 
Sturdevant, Sandra Pollock, and Brenda Stoltzfus.  Let the Good Times Roll: Prostitution and the U.S. Military in  

Asia.  New York: New, 1992. 
Tolentino, Rolando B., ed.  Geopolitics of the Visible: Essays on Philippine Film Cultures.  Manila: Ateneo de  

Manila UP, 2000. 
---.  “Identity and Difference in ‘Filipino/a American’ Media Arts.”  Screening Asian Americans.  Peter Feng, ed.   

New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers UP, 2002.  111-32. 
Villanueva, Marianne, and Virginia Cerenio, eds.  Going Home to a Landscape: Writings by Filipinas.  Corvallis,  

OR: Calyx, 2003. 
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A Comrade Is as Precious as a Rice Seedling 
 
A comrade is as precious 
as a rice seedling, 
one of the many, it is true, 
but nurtured by them 
whose faces grow dark, 
and taut, and lined 
for the sake of their 
rice seedlings. 
 
A comrade is as precious 
as a rice seedling 
for whom the peasant’s hands 
grow thick and calloused 
for whom his fingers 
scrape the hardened mud. 
 
A comrade is he 
for whom the peasant’s toes 
get muscled and big 
because, like a rice seedling, 
he will grow,  
one of precious many 
to fill the hunger 
of him who cared enough 
to nurture little seedlings. 
 
A comrade is as precious 
as a rice seedling 
fed and nurtured 
guarded from pestilence and floods. 
 
And yes, beloved of the peasant 
because a rice seedling 
grows, not only to fill his hunger, 
but to give birth 
to other rice seedlings 
who will give birth 
to many more 
who will fill the hunger 
of generations of peasants 
for food, and land, 
and right. 
                     Mila D. Aguilar, 1987 

 


