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Race, Science, and the Body 

Richard King         CES 494 
118 Wilson Hall        11:10-12:00 MWF 
Office: 335-5113         207 CUE 
email: crking@wsu.edu 

Office Hours:  
 MWF 10:00-11:00 
 and by appointment 

 

 
 This course explores the relationships between race and science.  On the one hand, it 

considers how racial ideologies influenced scientific practice and understanding; on the other 

hand, it examines the ways in which science has shaped ideas about race and the experiences of 

racial communities.  It limits its attention to scientific fields grounded in the human body, 

especially anthropology, genetics, medicine, and psychology.    The course begins with a 

consideration of scientific racism, detailing it crystallization in the 19th century, while outlining 

its legacies.  On this foundation, it raises troubling questions about science, first about its 

connections with eugenics, then about its imprint upon nationalism, normativity, and social 

control, and finally, about the way race colors interpretations of health and disease.  At this point, 

the course turns to gender and its intersections with race.  Discussion centers on sterilization of 

women of color, plastic surgery and assimilation, and the controversy over female genital 

modification.  The course closes with a consideration of the new scientific racism. 

 
 
 

Objectives 

This course has five objectives.  First, stressing meaning, power, and culture, it seeks to 
enhance understandings of race and racism.  Second, it strives to enable students to think 
critically about the history and practice of science.  Third, it permits a deeper appreciation of the 
importance of the body for race relations, social control, and political ideologies.  Fourth 
fostering self-reflection and critical social perspectives, it also aims to create a learning 
environment in which students seriously and sensitively engage the social significance of science 
and race.  Fifth, it seeks to improve students’ critical thinking and communicative skills. 
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Expectations and Policies 
This course emphasizes active learning.  It stresses discovery, analysis, and application through 
listening talking, reading, reflecting, and writing.  It sets aside lecturing in favor of interaction 
and discussion.  Given the subject of the class, our explorations demand respect and sensitivity; 
open and honest communication will prove essential to understanding.  All participants are 
expected to come to class prepared, to be engaged once in class, and to contribute to our ongoing 
discussions.  A few points of etiquette warrant reiteration: 
 

• Treat others with respect and courtesy. 
 

• Show up to class on time.  Students arriving late or leaving early disrupt the class and 
should not anticipate receiving credit for attendance.   

 
• Do the readings and assignments. 

 
• Do not have private conversation in class. 

 
• Do not read the paper or work on assignments for other classes.   

 
• Turn your cell phones off. 

 
This is a reading intensive, discussion oriented class, thus I expect each student to carefully read 
and think critically about the assigned readings and come to class prepared to actively participate 
in class discussion, group activities, and individual writing assignments.  Student participation 
will be evaluated on quality as well as quantity.  If you remain quiet throughout the semester or 
rarely express yourself, you can expect to your participation grade to suffer accordingly.  Of 
course, one cannot participate, if s/he does not attend class. Students are expected to attend every 
class and will be awarded points for each day that they do.  Missing class for legitimate, 
documented reasons (such as school sponsored event or illness) will be excused; oversleeping, 
job interview, work, dental visit and the like are important to be sure, but not legitimate reasons 
to miss class. 
 

Academic Integrity 
PLAGARISM OR CHEATING OF ANY KIND ON ANY ASSIGNMENT OR EXAM WILL 
NOT BE TOLLERATED AND WILL RESULT IN A FAILING GRADE IN THE COURSE.  
(Consult the WSU Student Handbook for further details).  In other words, do your own work.  If 
using the ideas, work or wording of another in written assignments acknowledge the source.  Do 
not offer or accept assistance during the examination. 
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Accommodation for Student Needs 
Reasonable accommodations are available for students with documented disabilities.  Please let 
me know about any disabilities at the start of the term.  Contact the Disability Resource Center in 
205 Administration Annex 335-1566 for testing, documentation, or additional information. 
 

Office Hours 
As noted above, I will hold regular office hours each week (Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays 
10:00-11:00). Come see me if you are intrigued by something you read about for class or that 
was said in class and would like to read more about it.  Come see me if you are puzzled or 
troubled about something that was said in class.  Come see me if you need help with the term 
project, writing assignments, or readings.  Come see me to talk about your grade.  Come see me 
if you have ideas about how to make the course better. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Grading 
In Class Work (25%) 

This is a student-centered course stressing active learning and critical thinking.  And 
w


  associated with the critical study of race will 
be addressed.  I expected all students to attend every class session.  Students who do not attend 
regularly (missing more than 3 class periods) can expect their grades to suffer accordingly.  
Classroom discussion will both lay the foundation for inquiry and afford an opportunity to 
question and process that inquiry.  I expect each student to do the readings for the class, come to 
class prepared to discuss them, and actively participate in class discussions.  To facilitate active 
engagement with the material and methods, each class period, student must bring two questions 
or comments designed to facilitate conversation, debate, and/or reflection. 
 
Brief Essays (25%)   

Throughout the semester, students will write a number of short interpretive activities and 
position papers.  These will be brief (2-3 pages in length) responses, observations, or discussions 
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based on an assigned question or problem.  Specific assignment will be distributed well in 
advance of the due dates. 
 
Term Project (50%) 

Each student will be required to complete a creative project engaging the key themes of the class.  
It must have a discernible database, such as transcripts of interviews, fieldnotes, library 
references, visual images, or sound recordings.  These should accompany the final draft where 
appropriate. The final version must be a creative work, demonstrating critical thought, 
integrating key concepts from the class, and engaging the ideas learned in class.  A creative work 
is defined in the broadest sense to include a more or less standard prose term paper, a brief video, 
a photographic essay, a web page, a political intervention and other options to be discussed with 
the instructor.  Given the structural openness of this project, it is difficult to provide a specific 
length or word count.  My sense is that whatever is undertaken should be substantial and 
equivalent (if this is possible to compute) in effort and importance to a 12-15 page paper. 
 
The project must go beyond the scope of this class, and should represent a semester’s worth of 
work. Comparative work is encouraged. Grading will be based on CONTENT (clarity and 
cohesiveness of argument, analysis, textual evidence, integration of source material, 
interpretation and uniqueness), QUALITY OF WRITING (grammar, punctuation, format, 
paragraphing, title, sentence variety), ADHERENCE TO THESE GUIDELINES, and EFFORT.  
Grading will be broken down into five categories: 
 
• Paper Proposal: 1-2 sentences outline of a potential topic.   

Due 27 September (5%) 

• Abstract: 1 page description of your paper, including the research question, method, theory, 
and the direction you plan to go with your paper.  

Due 25 October  (7%) 

• Annotated Bibliography: A list of source material you plan to use in your paper,  
including 1-2 sentences on the scope and argument of each major source.  

  Due 19 November (13%) 

• Project (25%) Due at the time of the final. 

 
Each component, save for the final paper is due at the start of class.  Late work will be penalized 

one letter grade a day.  All features of the term project must be typed in 12 pt font, double spaced 

with one inch margins on all sides. Spell check and proofread papers before turning them into me 

and ensure that papers are legible.  Papers not conforming to these guidelines will be returned for 

revision.   
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Some suggestions:  

1. Choose something specific, something in which you have a deep interest or curiosity.  

2. Build upon personal experience.  Make what you know, where you are at, where you 
have been, or what you have lived through work for you as a critical foundation or 
backdrop. 

 
3. Take advantage of other ongoing research. 

4. Incorporate the lectures, discussions, and readings in the project.  Go to the library and 
find out what others have to say about your topic and use this as well. 

 
5. Begin early! 

6. Be creative!  Be critical! 

7. Whether confused, inspired, or uncertain, talk with me! 

 
Texts 

The following books are available for purchase at the Bookie and Crimson and Gray.  Students 
might also consider ordering them online.  Text marked with an asterisk are required; the 
remainder are merely recommended.   
  

*Laura Briggs, Reproducing Empire: Race, Sex, and U.S. Imperialism in Puerto Rico. 

 *Sarah E. Chinn, Technology and the Logic of American Racism. 

*Steven Jay Gould, The Mismeasure of Man. 
 
*Joseph L. Graves Jr., The Emperor's New Clothes: Biological Theories of  

Race at the Millennium.  

 *Susan M. Reverby, Tuskegee’s Truths.  

Jennifer Terry & Jacqueline Urla, eds., Deviant Bodies: Critical Perspectives  
on Difference in Science and Popular Culture. 

 
 

A handful of additional readings will be made available in two ways: (1) the will be placed on 
reserve in the CES office and (2) they will be available at Cougar Copies. 
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Course Outline 
 
 
Opening Thoughts 

23 Aug  Classes start 

25 Aug  Racial Thinking, The Emperor's New Clothes 

27 Aug  Theorizing the Body as Evidence, Technology and Logic 

 

II. Scientific Racism in the 19th Century 

  Hottentot Venus: Racial Science as Spectacle 

30 Aug  The Life of Sarah Bartmann (video shown in class) 

1 Sept  Discuss documentary 

3 Sept  Gender, Race, & Nation in Deviant Bodies (reader/reserve) 
 
6 Sept  No Class.  Labor Day. 
 

  Measuring the Status Quo 

8 Sept  American Polygeny and Craniometry, Mismeasure 

10 Sept Measuring Heads, Mismeasure 

13 Sept Measuring Bodies, Mismeasure 

   for more background read Horn in Deviant Bodies 

15 Sept Hereditarian Theory of IQ, Mismeasure 

17 Sept Hereditarian Theory of IQ, Mismeasure 

 

 Enter Darwin 

20 Sept Darwin Revolutionizes Anthropology, The Emperor's New Clothes 

Race and Social Darwinism, The Emperor's New Clothes 
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22 Sept PseudoScience…, The Emperor's New Clothes 

 

III. Race, Nation, and Science  

 The Rise of Eugenics 

24 Sept Mendelism…, The Emperor's New Clothes 

27 Sept Eugenics, Race, and Facism…, The Emperor's New Clothes 

29 Sept No Class. 

1 Oct  Debating Reproduction in Reproducing Empire 

 

 Identity and Difference 

4 Oct  Illustrating Cultural Authority (reader/reserve) 

   Building, Boundaries, and Blood (reader/reserve) 

6 Oct  Fixing Identity, Technology and Logic 

8 Oct  Liberty’s Life Stream, Technology and Logic 

 

IV. Medical Malpractice 

11 Oct  Overview, Tuskegee’s Truths 

13 Oct  Contemporary Background, Tuskegee’s Truths 

15 Oct  Question of Treatment, Tuskegee’s Truths 

18 Oct  Historical Reconsiderations, Tuskegee’s Truths 

20 Oct  Historical Reconsiderations, Tuskegee’s Truths 

22 Oct  Miss Evers’ Boys (clips shown in class) 

25 Oct  Rethinking the Role of Nurse Rivers, Tuskegee’s Truths 

27 Oct   Retreat and Revival, Emperor’s New Clothes 
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29 Oct  Legacies, Tuskegee’s Truths 

1 Nov   Legacies, Tuskegee’s Truths 

3 Nov  No Class. 

5 Nov  No Class. 

 

V. The Gendered Politics of Cutting 

8 Nov  La Operacíon (video shown in class) 

10 Nov  The Politics of Sterlization, Reproducing Empire 

12 Nov  Sterilization of Native American Women 
  available online at http://www.ratical.org/ratvill/sterilize.html 

15 Nov  Western Eyes (video shown in class) 

17 Nov  Medicalization of Racial Features (reader/reserve) 

19 Nov  The Global Traffic in Human Organs (reader/reserve) 
 

22-26 Nov No Class.  Thanksgiving Break.  

 

VI.  The New (Scientific) Racism 

29 Nov  Race and IQ, Emperor’s New Clothes 

1 Dec  Race and Disease, Emperor’s New Clothes 

3 Dec  The Media-ted Gene, Deviant Bodies (reader/reserve) 

6 Dec  Reading the Book Life, Technology and Logic 

8 Dec  Apology, Tuskegee’s Truths 

10 Dec  Classes End 
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