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[H]umanism is the only, and I would go so far as to say, the final resistance we have against the inhuman 
practices and injustices that disfigure human history.  We are today abetted by the enormously encouraging 
democratic field of cyberspace, open to all users in ways undreamed of by earlier generations either of 
tyrants or of orthodoxies.  The worldwide protests before the war began in Iraq would not have been 
possible were it not for the existence or alternative communities across the globe, informed by alternative 
news sources, and keenly aware of the environmental, human rights, and libertarian impulses that bind us 
together in this tiny planet.  The human and humanistic desire or enlightenment and emancipation is not 
easily deferred, despite the incredible strength of the opposition to it that comes from the Rumsfelds, Bin 
Ladens, Sharons, and Bushes of this world. 

  —from Orientalism   
 

Our effort must not be to “do away” with race, to “get beyond” race; this is no more possible than it is to 
“do way” with other forms of human variety.  Rather we must renew our quest to reduce racial inequality, 
racial hierarchy, racial subjugation.  This is not the first “world racial system” we have ever experienced; it 
will not be the last. 

  —from The World is a Ghetto 
 

After an operation that did little to remedy the problem [with his knee], Jordan retired for the season, 
although he said he would return to fulfill the second year of his contract in 2002-2003.  The Wizards 
returned to their old, losing ways and never made the playoffs.  As [New York Times reporter] Mike Wise 
indicated, it did not make much difference anymore to most Americans, especially the relatives and friends 
of the 3,000-plus dead from the September 11 attacks, who had more important things on their minds.  
Americans, like the thirty-nine-year-old Jordan, had changed inevitably, or at least those who understood 
what was going on had changed. 

  —from Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism  
 

In a world where cultures could creatively interpret and adapt their traditions in a climate of equality and 
peace, without cultural and economic imperialism overdetermining every choice and proscribing otherwise 
viable options and creative interpretations, the Zapatista vision of a world in which many worlds can 
flourish could perhaps become closer to a real possibility.   

  —From Latin American Perspectives on Globalization: Ethics, Politics, and Alternative Visions 
   
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES:  
 
Though born from national struggles in the US, the field of Ethnic Studies is becoming 
increasingly global in focus.  Thus, this course seeks to expand traditional conceptualization of 
Ethnic Studies as a discipline by exploring the connections between race relations and economic 
inequality from a “global” perspective (I place “global” in quotation marks here because it would 
be impossible to visit these connections in each and every single political territory over the face 
of the earth in a semester.  Instead, with the help of the texts, we will discuss a few countries in 
the hopes of sketching a pattern of inequalities around the world).  Though highly theoretical, the 
readings will certainly encourage you to make those connections in a rather concrete way.   
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In a broader sense, the course will closely examine the workings of race (and racial relations), 
gender (and gender relations) and nationality (or constructions of the national body) and their 
connections to systems of power such as state, economic, and military structures.  We will then 
connect these matrices to white supremacy as a racial ideology and as an exportable commodity.  
While doing this, we will be addressing sources of inequality from different angles (e.g., 
historical, sociological, etc.) and in different contexts (the Middle East, Africa, South America, 
etc.).   Finally, this course is also designed to help you develop skills in the areas of critical 
thinking and theoretical application, where you will be able to understand the workings of a 
praxis committed to the understandings of theoretical underpinnings in Ethnic Studies both 
within and beyond the US borders.   
 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS: 
 
MJNCC LaFeber, Walter.  2002.  Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism.  New  

York: W.W. Norton and Company. 
 

LAPG  Sáenz, Mario (ed).  2002.  Latin American Perspectives on Globalization: Ethics,  
Politics, and Alternative Visions.  Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield 
Publishers. 
   

OES  Said, Edward.  1994.  Orientalism.  New York: Vintage books. 
 
TWG  Winant, Howard.  2001.  The World is a Ghetto.  New York: Basic Books. 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 

Class Attendance and Participation:  
There will be a total of 180 points for class participation and attendance.  Thus, attending 
every class period is required. You are allowed up to two absences.  Every additional 
absence will reduce your final Attendance and Participation Score by 5 points.  Only 
approved and documented university excuses will be accepted (for athletes, this means 
forms from the Athletic Dept. handed in before the absence; for serious illness or family 
emergency, this means a phone call to your instructor before class and followed up with 
a note from Student Health or your family doctor).  However, even documented excuses 
(if numerous) may have a detrimental effect in your grade.  Regarding class participation, 
since class will consist almost exclusively of discussion, I will expect you to come to 
class 1) having completed all the readings assigned for that day, and 2) with a willingness 
to respond thoughtfully and respectfully to the topics discussed, to me, and to your peers.  
I will be looking for quality and quantity in your contributions to class discussion. 
 
Final Presentation: 
For the final presentation you will be grouped up with one or two classmates.  You will 
then prepare a 15-17 minute “team” presentation on any topic engaging global inequality.  
This presentation will be worth 140 points (100 points for the presentation, and 40 points 
for attending all days of presentations.  If you miss one day of presentations, you will 
miss all 40 points).  Given the amount of points at stake, you and your partner are 
expected to prepare a thoughtful, coherent, and involved presentation that delves deep 
into the topic you are presenting.  A couple of weeks before the presentations begin, I 
will be assigning you a partner and asking for a topic.  
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 Journals: 
You are required to keep a typed journal of the readings.  You must write an entry for 
each reading.  Each entry should include two paragraphs: one including a summary of the 
readings, and another paragraph including an analysis.  The analysis may be theoretical 
and/or political.    At the end of each week I will collect your journals and grade two 
random entries from the readings assigned that week.  Each entry will be worth 20 points 
(X 2 = 40 points a week) for a total of 480 points.  Note: The journals will be collected 
in class on Fridays.  If you miss class on Friday, you will lose your points for the 
journal.  I will not accept late journals, nor will I accept journals brought to my 
office or left in my mail box. 
 

 Book Review:   
An important component of understanding global inequality and international dynamics 
is to read what other scholars have written about it.  For this assignment, you are required 
to find a book addressing global relations/inequality and write a review about it.  Please 
note that there is a fundamental difference between a book review and a book report.  If 
you are not clear as to what a book review is, look in any academic journal for examples 
of book reviews.  Your book review will be worth a total of 100 points. The review must 
be 2-4 pages long and it is due in class on Friday, October 8, at 10:10 am. 

 
Final Essay:  
Two weeks before the semester ends, I will hand out two questions.  You will chose one 
and write a 6-8 page essay answering the question.  Your answer must draw its 
arguments from the class readings, and from two additional readings dealing with global 
inequalities (books, journal articles, or a combination).  Your essay should be typed, 
double-spaced, and the pages should be numbered. It should also, of course, include an 
introduction and a conclusion.  A title (other than “Final Essay” or anything along those 
lines) is also necessary to get full credit. You will be expected to turn your paper on the 
assigned due date in class.  The essay will be worth 100 points and will be due on 
December 10, the last day of class. 

 
COURSE POLICIES: 
 

Academic Etiquette Policy:  
Class will begin promptly at 10:10 pm. Arriving late and leaving early is not tolerable; if 
you have class, job, or childcare conflicts, please see me as soon as possible. Also, do not 
attempt to carry on private conversations with other students during class. I also require 
that guest speakers be treated with respect, courtesy, and your complete attention. 
Finally, I expect all students to treat each other respectfully. In order for us to learn from 
each other, we have to allow each other to make mistakes, and/or to offer unpopular 
positions for debate. Name calling and other forms of verbal harassment will not be 
tolerated and will result in either the “harasser” being asked to leave the class and/or 
having penalty points deducted from the final score at my discretion. 
 
Wireless devices: 
Turn off your wireless communication devices before coming to class.  The world can 
survive without getting a hold of you for 50 minutes.  Trust me, it will be ok. 
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Plagiarism:  
In all instances, you must do your own work. There is no excuse for plagiarism, or for 
submitting another's work, ideas, or wording as your own. In simple terms, plagiarism is 
the act of using another person's words or work without giving them credit for it. If you 
do not understand the seriousness of plagiarism, and the importance of avoiding it, I 
would recommend that you read WSU's Academic Integrity Policy (WSU Student 
Handbook, WAC 504-25-015 ACADEMIC DISHONESTY).  Plagiarism, whether 
intentional or unintentional, may result in a grade of "F" for the assignment in question, 
or a grade of "F" for the entire course.  Thus, claiming ignorance (e.g., “I did not know 
what plagiarism was,” or “I did not know that doing this constituted plagiarism,” etc.) 
will not save you from penalties.  Should there be any suspicion of plagiarism, I will 
discuss the situation with you first and then with the Chair of Comparative Ethnic 
Studies, before penalties are enforced. If you are at any time unclear about what 
constitutes plagiarism or cheating, contact me and we can talk about it.   

 
Disability Accommodation:  
Reasonable accommodations are available for students who have a documented 
disability.  Please notify the instructor during the first week of class of any 
accommodations needed for the course.  Late notification may cause the requested 
accommodations to be unavailable.  All accommodations must be approved through the 
Disability Resource Center (DRC) in Administration Annex 205, 335-1566 in Pullman. 
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FALL 2004 SCHEDULE 

 
NOTE 1: Though I will try to remain as faithful as possible to this syllabus, I reserve the 

right to make changes. These will be announced in advance. 
NOTE 2:    This syllabus tells you the dates by which you need to have the material read.    

 
 

MON AUG 23: Introduction to the Course.   
Note:   Read your syllabus carefully today.   
 
WED AUG 25: Orientalism 
Read   “Introduction” (pp. 1-28) and “Knowing the Oriental” (pp. 31-49) in OES. 
 
FRI AUG 27: Orientalism 
Read “Imaginative Geography and its Representations” (pp. 49-73) and 

“Projects” (73-92) in OES. 
 
 
MON AUG 30: Orientalism  
Read “Crisis” (pp. 92-110) and  “Redrawn Frontiers, Redefined Issues, 

Secularized Religion” (pp. 113-123) in OES. 
 
WED SEP 1:  Orientalism 
Read “Silvestre de Sacy and Earnest Renan” (123-148), and “Oriental 

Residence and Scholarship” (149-166) in OES. 
 
FRI      SEP 3: Orientalism 
Read “Pilgrims and Pilgrimages, British and French” (pp. 166-197)  
Clips   from documentary Edward Said on Orientalism 
 
 
MON SEP 6:  Labor Day (University Holiday)  
 
WED   SEP 8: Orientalism 
Read “Latent and Manifest Orientalism” (pp. 201-225) in OES.    
 
FRI SEP 10: Orientalism 
Read “Style, Expertise, Vision” (pp. 226-254), and “Modern Anglo-French Orientalism in 

Fullest Flower” (pp. 255-284) in OES. 
 
 
MON SEP 13: Orientalism 
Read “Latest Phase” (pp. 284-328) in OES. 
 
WED  SEP 15: Orientalism 
Read   “Afterword” (pp. 329-352) in OES. 
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FRI   SEP 17:  Latin American Perspectives on Globalization 
Read “Foreword” (pp. vii-xi), and “Introduction: Periphery at the Core” (pp. 1-21) in 

LAPG. 

 
MON  SEP 20: Latin American Perspectives on Globalization 
Read “No Longer Broad but Still Alien is the World” (pp. 25-39). 
Clips   from A Place Called Chiapas 
 
WED  SEP 22: Latin American Perspectives on Globalization 
Read “The Ethics of Globalization and the Globalization of Ethics” (pp. 40-54) in LAPG. 
 
 
FRI    SEP 24: Latin American Perspectives on Globalization 
Read “Transnationalization, the State and Political Power” (pp. 55-73) and “Globalization 

and the Borders of Latinity” (pp.77-101) in LAPG. 
Clips from Panamá Deception 

 
MON  SEP 27: Latin American Perspectives on Globalization 
Read “Going Home” (pp. 102-122), and “Globalization, Philosophy and Latin America” 

(pp.123-131) in LAPG. 
 
WED   SEP 29: Latin American Perspectives on Globalization 
Read “Humanity and Globalization” (pp.135-152) in LAPG. 
Film School of the Americas 
 
FRI      OCT 1: Latin American Perspectives on Globalization 
Read “A Global Democratic Order” (pp. 153-167) in LAPG. 
Film Argentina, Brazil, Chile: Democracy and Economics 

 
MON  OCT 4: Latin American Perspectives on Globalization 
Read “Latin American Feminism and the New Challenges of Globalization” (pp. 168-

181), and “Feminism and Globalization Processes in Latin America” (pp.185-199) in 
LAPG. 

 
WED  OCT 6: Latin American Perspectives on Globalization 
Read “Latin American Liberation Theology” (pp. 200-229), and “An Alternative to 

Globalization” (pp. 230-236) in LAPG 
 
FRI   OCT 8: The World is a Ghetto 
Read “Preface” (pp. xiii-xvi) and “Introduction” in TWG 
Reminder Book Review due today 
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MON OCT 11: The World is a Ghetto 
Read “The Historical Sociology of Race” (pp.19-35) in TWG. 
 
WED   OCT 13: The World is a Ghetto 
Read “Learning to Catch Hell” (pp. 37-50) in TWG. 
 
FRI    OCT 15: The World is a Ghetto  
Read “The Empire Strikes Back” (pp. 51-82) in TWG. 

 
MON   OCT 18: The World is a Ghetto 
Read “Nineteenth-Century Nightmares, Twentieth-Century Dreams” (pp. 83-

129) in TWG. 
 
WED   OCT 20: The World is a Ghetto 
Read   “Notes on the post War Break” (pp. 133-146) in TWG. 
 
FRI     OCT 22: The World is a Ghetto 
Read “United States” (pp. 147-176) in TWG. 
Film   Mickey Mouse Monopoly 
 
 
MON   OCT 25: The World is a Ghetto 
Read   “South Africa” (pp. 177-217) in TWG. 
Clips   from South Africa Now 
Film   The Discarded People 
 
WED    OCT 27: The World is a Ghetto 
Read   “Brazil” (pp. 219-247) in TWG. 
 
FRI      OCT 29: Library day 
 
 
MON NOV 1: The World is a Ghetto  
Read   “Europe” (pp. 249-288) in TWG. 
 
WED NOV 3: The World is a Ghetto 
Read   “Conclusion: Millennium Arrives?” (pp. 289-316) in TWG. 
Film   Global Village or Global Pillage? 
 
FRI      NOV 5: Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism 
Read   “Preface” (pp.13-24), and Chapter 1 (pp.27-48) in MJNGC. 
 
 
MON   NOV 8: Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism 
Read   Chapter 2 (pp. 49-74) in MJNGC. 
Film   The Big One 
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WED  NOV 10:  Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism 
Read   Chapter 3 (pp. 75-89) in MJNGC. 
 
FRI  NOV 12:  Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism 
Read   Chapter 4 (pp. 90-112) in MJNGC. 
View   Children Toy Workers and Children for Sale 
Note   Assignment of partner for final presentation 
 
 
MON NOV 15:  Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism 
Read   Chapter 5 (pp. 113-129) in MJNGC. 
 
WED NOV 17: Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism 
Read   Chapter 6 (pp. 130-164) in MJNGC. 
Film   Globalization: Winners and Losers 
 
FRI    NOV 19: Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism 
Read    Chapter 7 (pp. 165-188) in MJNGC. 
Film   Globalization and Human Rights 
 
 
MON NOV 22: Thanksgiving Break 
 
WED  NOV 24: Thanksgiving Break 
 
FRI NOV 26: Thanksgiving Break 
 
 
MON  NOV 29: Presentations 
 
WED   DEC 1: Presentations 
 
FRI DEC 3: Presentations 
 
 
MON DEC 6: Presentations 
 
WED  DEC 8: Presentations 
 
FRI DEC 10: Presentations 
Reminder  Final essay due today 
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KEEP TRACK OF YOUR CLASS GRADE POINTS BELOW 
 

FINAL ESSAY (100 PTS)       ___________ 

 

FINAL PRESENTATION (140 PTS)     ___________ 

  
 JOURNAL (480) 

#1 ___________  #7 ___________ 
#2 ___________  #8 ___________ 
#3 ___________  #9 ___________ 
#4 ___________  #10 ___________ 
#5 ___________  #11 ___________ 

 #6 ___________  #12 ___________ 
Total for Journal Entries       ___________ 

 
 BOOK REVIEW (100)       ___________ 

 

 ATTENDANCE  (180)       ___________ 
 
Extra Credit (if any):        ___________ 
               
ATTENDANCE POLICY: SUBTRACT 5 POINTS/CLASS AFTER 2 ABSENCES:   ___________ 
 
Total points accumulated        ___________ 
 
FINAL GRADING SCALE 

 A 950 points and above C+ 770-799  (77-79%) 
 A- 900-949   (90-94%) C 740-769  (74-76%) 
 B+ 870-899   (87-89%) C- 700-739  (70-73%) 
 B 840-869   (84-86%) D+ 670-699  (67-69%) 
 B- 800-839   (80-83%) D 600-669  (60-63%) 

         F 599 and below 
 


