
WST/ENG 211: DIVERSE SEXUALITIES 
 
Spring 2013  
TTH 2.50-4.05, CUE 219 
Instructor: Dr. Nishant Shahani    
Office Hours: T/TH 1:30-2:30 & by appt. 
Email:  nshahani3@wsu.edu   
Office: Wilson 10D 
 
 
Course Description 
WST/ENG 211 will introduce you to some of the major themes and pre-occupations of 
LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender) and Queer Studies mainly through 
aesthetic, literary, and cultural productions. We will specifically look at sexual politics 
through an intersectional lens, in conjunction with other vectors of analysis such as race, 
national identity, class, and ability. Through our analysis of cultural texts, we will formulate a 
critical vocabulary to interrogate the politics of compulsory heterosexuality and cissexual 
privelge. Our approach will be to understand texts in relation to context – to see how 
historical contingencies and political debates inform cultural production, but also to see how 
cultural works can inform (and challenge) public and political opinion. We will thus read 
aesthetic sites in conjunction with critical readings on LGBT history as well as queer theory. 
The texts under consideration grapple with the radically different meanings and discursive 
formations of queerness in various historical and institutional contexts: “queer” desire in 
pre-partition Pakistan, pre-Stonewall experience of an Afro-Caribbean immigrant, black and 
queer switchpoints in post-Stonewall rural America, trans awakenings in middle-class U.S 
suburbia, and domestic lesbian desire in post-globalization urban India. 
  
WST/ENG 211 is an introductory class, but reading and writing requirements are 
substantial. While a prior familiarity with queer theory or LGBT literature is not expected, a 
commitment to anti-homophobic inquiry will be considered axiomatic to engage with the 
materials in this class. 
 
 
Course Objectives and Learning Goals 

1. Students will learn how to unpack the intersecting nature of structural oppressions: 
to see how sexuality and gender expression dovetail with various other vectors of 
analysis. 

2. Students will acquire the theoretical tools to critique heterosexual and cis-gendered 
privilege by engaging with literary and cultural texts. 

3. Students will understand some of the central political debates in the field of LGBT 
studies and queer theory. 

4. Students will learn how to analyze literary texts and formulate original thesis-oriented 
arguments about these readings in writing assignments. 

5. Students will understand the ways in which “sexuality” as an issue dovetails with 
various other social institutions such as media, religion, family, and education. 

6. Students will be able to understand literature in conjunction with history and larger 
political and social debates. 
 



 
 

REQUIRED TEXTS 
1.  Course Packet:  
(Available at Cougar Copies only. You must bring your course packet to class everyday.) 
The Following books will be available at the Bookie: 
2. Zami – Audre Lorde 
3. Exile and Pride: Disability, Queerness, and Liberation – Eli Claire 
4. Luna – Julie Anne Peters 
 
CLASS POLICIES 
 
1. Attendance:   
Attendance is compulsory.  You are allowed a maximum of 3 personal absences and 1 
absence for which you have university sanctioned documentation (given to me BEFORE 
you miss the class). For your 3 personal absences, I do not distinguish between excused and 
unexcused absences, so please use these absences for genuine emergencies. For every 
additional absence beyond this, your grade will drop. In other words, if your final class grade 
is B+ and you have 4 personal absences, your final grade will drop to B.  You are responsible 
for any work you might have missed during your absences. 
 
2. Tardies: 
If you are more than 5 minutes late to class, you will receive a tardy. You will also get tardies 
if you leave class before early. Tardies will be calculated in accordance to the class watch, not 
yours. Three tardies will constitute an absence. I take attendance at the very beginning of 
class. If you come to class late and miss attendance, it is your responsibility to come up to 
me after class and inform me that you were present. I will change the absence into a tardy, 
but you are allowed to do this only two times during the semester. If you miss a quiz because 
you are late, you will not be able to make up the quiz, and will not receive any points for it. 
In general, you are requested to be very mindful of time—entering class late or leaving early 
is a distraction to the instructor as well as to your peers.  
 
3. Academic Integrity Policy: 
Plagiarism or cheating of any kind on any assignment will not be tolerated and will result in a 
failing grade for the assignment as well as the entire course and a report to Student 
Affairs. See the WSU handbook on academic dishonesty (WAS 504-25-025) for further 
details and if you are at any time unclear about what constitutes plagiarism, or cheating, 
please see me. For specifics regarding academic dishonesty and student conduct in general, 
please see -- http://conduct.wsu.edu/default.asp?PageID=338 
 
4. Disability Accommodation: 
Reasonable accommodations are available for students who have documented disability. 
Please notify me during the first week of class if any accommodations are needed for the 
course. Late notification may cause the requested accommodations to be unavailable. All 
accommodations must be approved through the Disability Resource Center (DRG) in 
Administration Annex 205, 335-1566. 
 
5. Safety Information and Emergency Notification System:  WSU has made an 



emergency notification system available for faculty, students and staff. Please register at 
myWSU with emergency contact information (cell, email, text, etc). You may have been 
prompted to complete emergency contact information when registering for classes on 
RONet. Please refer to the University emergency management website 
http://oem.wsu.edu/emergencies as well WSU ALERT http://alert.wsu.edu for 
information on WSU’s communication resources WSU will use to provide warning and 
notification for emergencies. The entire WSU safety plan can be found at 
http://safetyplan.wsu.edu. 
 
6. Technology  
* Students must turn off all phones and electronic gadgets during class. (Your phone 
is not considered “off” when it is on vibrate). If a student's phone rings during class hours, 
she/he will be penalized with an absence. Phones must not be placed on your desks or in 
front of you during class. In other words, anything that beeps, vibrates, flashes… (you get 
the point) must be turned off during class hours. 
* If I see you texting or using any electronic device during class hours, (this includes during 
film screenings), you will be marked absent. I may also ask you to leave the class.  
* Please do not use your cell phone even to look at the time.  
* Please do not use laptops during class hours. If you wish to use your laptop to take notes, 
you must take special permission from me and always sit in the front row. 
 
7. Academic Etiquette: 
* While healthy disagreement and difference in opinion is expected and encouraged, I do 
expect that discussions should be conducted in a respectful and civil manner. If I interpret 
any of your comments as verbal harassment, I will ask you to leave the class.  
* If you want feedback on your writing or class performance, please visit my office hours or 
make an appointment to see me. I do not give feedback on your papers via email. All 
email correspondence must be limited to questions for which I can give you a quick 
response.  
* Unless specified by me, all your assignments must be turned in as hard copies. Electronic 
submissions or attachments via email are not acceptable. Visit my office hours for feedback 
on assignments.  
* Please do not get up and leave the class during class hours unless it’s a genuine 
emergency since this distracts your classmates and the instructor. 
* Do not use class hours to eat.  
* Do not put away your books before the class is let out. 
* If I see you engaged in any activity that does not pertain to classroom pre-occupations, I 
reserve the right to give you an absence for that day even though you are technically present 
in class. 
* If I interpret any of your behavior to be disruptive, unprofessional, or rude, I reserve the 
right to ask you to leave the class (which will then be counted towards your absences) 
 
 
ASSIGNMENTS  
 
1. Class Participation (100 Points):  You are required to take part in class discussions. I 
expect you not only to respond to my questions and comments, but also to the comments of 
your peers in class.  While I encourage difference of opinion (from the text under 



consideration, the instructor, or a point of view expressed by a classmate), I expect you to be 
respectful and civil.  Any form of bigotry will not be tolerated. Please note that class 
participation does not only mean “talking” in class. You must engage with the text 
under consideration. If you are failing quizzes, you are obviously not reading the required 
materials. Failing quizzes will drastically affect class participation points. Sleeping, chatting 
with friends, reading a newspaper, eating, not submitting assignments on time, not preparing 
for class, will all result in low class participation points. I reserve the right to confront you 
about your conduct and participation in class. I also reserve the right to call on you to ask 
you your response to any of the readings that you have done for the day. You must come to 
class prepared with an insight or a question about the reading. I recognize that not everyone 
is confident speaking in front of a large number of people – there are various ways you can 
make up for this – emailing me questions before class, visiting my office hours to discuss 
materials one on one. 
 
Below is a break up of your class participation grade 
 
100-80 points: Excellent participation; Active and insightful contributions; Significantly 
enhances the classroom dynamic with questions, comments, and responses. Engages the text 
under consideration and does all the reading. To get full points on class participation you 
should not fail any quizzes. 
 
79-60: Consistent participation with adequate insight into text. Good but somewhat basic 
contributions. 
 
59-40: Rarely contributes but attentive and not disruptive in any way. 
 
39-20: Indifferent, consistently failing quizzes, physically present but checked out of class. 
 
19-0:  Disruptive to classroom activities; use of cell phone/texting; disrespectful of professor 
and fellow students. 
 
2. Response Journal (100 Points): For every reading assigned, you must make an entry in 
your journal (electronic or otherwise) that you must bring to class everyday. For your entry 
you must, choose a passage from the essay (approx 5-10 sentences) and comment on the 
significance of this quote to the entire essay. Re-type or re-write this quote and then answer 
any one of the following questions in relation to your quote: 
a. Why according to you, is this quote important, significant, or useful? 
b. What are some of the implications/applications of this quote to the entire reading?  
c. Comment on the quote’s connection with everyday politics or its connection to another 
reading/cultural text you are familiar with. 
Finally, end each response with a further question—your question must critically engage the 
essay, and not merely ask a factual or definitional question (Eg. What does this word or 
concept mean? What does the author mean by  -------?). The question should instead 
provoke the class to think about the essay’s implications, applications, and political 
relevance.  
On any given day, I will ask you to read out your response to the essay as well as the 
question you have posed about the essay. Unpreparedness to do so will drastically impact 
your class participation grade.  



Response journals will be collected at the end of the semester. 
 
3. Mid-term exam (100 points): You will write the exam in class, but I will give you the 
questions a few weeks in advance. You will receive approximately 15 questions. You will 
have two exam days – 5 questions for day 1 and 5 questions for day 2. I will select which 
questions appear on the exam, so you must prepare all the questions.   
 
4. Quizzes (100 points): Surprise quizzes will be given at any point during the semester to 
ensure you are doing the reading. You cannot make up quizzes if you are absent or late to 
class. Quiz questions will be simple but one incorrect answer results in the failing of a quiz. 
 
5. Mid-term Paper (250 points) – Your paper will be a thesis-based research assignment 
on any one of the literary texts we have discussed in class. A hand out detailing this 
assignment will be provided in class.  
 
6. Presentation of Final Paper Abstract (50 points): At the end of the semester, you will 
write a 500-word abstract and an Annotated Bibliography for your final paper. You will 
present this abstract to the class (no longer than 5 minutes). 
 
7. Final Research Paper (300 points): A hand out detailing this assignment as well as 
writing instructions will be provided in class. Make sure you closely follow the 
writing style handout that will be distributed and discussed in class. 
 
8. Extra Credit (30 points) 
Extra credit will be given if you attend any class-related activity on or off campus and write a 
two-page summary of the event and your understanding of its significance. You can receive 
no more than 30 points through extra credit. Extra credit cannot adequately compensate 
for absences in class or poor performances in assignments. 
 
Grading Scale 
1000-930: A 
929-900: A- 
899-870: B+ 
869-830: B 
829-800: B- 
799-770: C+ 
769-730: C 
729-700: C- 
699-670: D+ 
669-600: D 
590 and Below: F 
 
 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
(Note: You are expected to have read the assignments by the date indicated on the schedule. 
Come to class prepared with commentary and notes for the day’s reading. I reserve the right 
to make changes, which I will announce in advance.) 
All the below readings are in the Course Packet with the exception of Zami , 



Queerness  and Exile , and Luna , which you will purchase from the Bookie. You must 
come to class already having read the readings on the day indicated below. 
 
WEEK 1: Introductions/Discussion of Syllabus 
 
Jan 8 – Discussion of Syllabus  
 
Jan 10 – Introductions 
 
 
WEEK 2: Key Terms and Historical Overview  
 
Jan 15 – Key Terms/Concepts/Axioms – Introductory Lecture – (Do NOT miss this class 
or you will have difficulty understanding future classes).  
 
Jan 17 – Key Historical Moments Lecture 
 
 
WEEK 3:  
 
Jan 22  – Michael Warner – “The Ethics of Sexual Shame”	  
 
 
Jan 24 – J. Jack Halberstam— “Gaga Relations: The End of Marriage” 
 
 
WEEK 4:  
 
Jan 29 – Julia Serano – “Skirt Chasers: Why the Media Depicts the Trans Revolution in 
Lipstick and Heels” 
 
 
Jan 31 – Roderick Ferguson—“ Sissies on a Picnic” 
 
 
WEEK 5:  
 
Feb 5 – Zami 
 
Feb 7 – Zami 
 
 
WEEK 6:  
 
Feb 12 – Zami 
 
Feb 14 – Ismat Chugtai—“The Quilt” 
 



 
 
WEEK 7:  
 
Feb 19 – Tennessee Williams –“Hard Candy” 
 
 
Feb 21 – Luna 
 
 
WEEK 8:  
 
Feb 26 – Luna 
 
Feb 28 – Luna 
 
WEEK 9 –  
  
March 5 – Screening of Fire 
 
March 7 – Class Cancelled 
 
WEEK 10:  
 
March 12 – Spring Break  
 
March 14 – Spring Break 
 
WEEK 11:  
 
March 19 – Discussion of Fire 
 
March 21 – Chris Finley – “Decolonizing the Queer Native Body” 
 
 
WEEK 12:  
 
March 26 – Queerness and Exile 
 
March 28 –  Queerness and Exile 
 
 
WEEK 13:  
 
April 2 – Dean Spade – “Undermining Gender Regulation”; Screening: Toilet Training 
 
April 4 – Alisa Solomon – “Christina Madrazo’s All American Story” 
 



 
WEEK 14:  
 
April 9 – Exam 
 
April 11 – Exam 
 
WEEK 15:  
 
April 16 – Discussion of Thesis Topics 
 
April 18 – Cheryl Chase – “Hermaphrodites with Attitude" 
 
WEEK 16  
 
April 23 -- Presentations  
 
April 25 – Presentations 
 
Final papers are due on Monday, April 29. 
 
 
	  


