
AMST 505:  PROSEMINAR IN AMERICAN CULTURAL STUDIES 
 

Fall 2014 – Wednesday 1:10-4:10 p.m. – Wilson-Short 4  
 

 
Professor: Nishant Shahani 
Office:  Wilson-Short 10E 
Office Hours:  Weds 11am to 1 pm, and by appointment 
Email: nshahani3@wsu.edu 
 
The way we construct curricula and the pedagogies we use to put such curricula into 

practice tell a story – or tell many stories.  It is the way we position historical 
narratives of experience in relation to each other, the way we theorize relationality as 
both historical and simultaneously singular and collective that determines how and 

what we learn when we cross cultural and experiential borders. 
-- Chandra Talpade Mohanty 

 
 

The only possible relationship to the University today is a criminal one. [I]t cannot 
be denied that the university is a place of refuge, and it cannot be accepted that the 
university is a place of enlightenment. In the face of these conditions one can only 

sneak into the university and steal what one can. 
-- Fred Moten & Stefano Harvey 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Moten and Harvey’s above polemic in “The University and the Undercommons” insists on 
the need to be “in but not of” the University—to “abuse its hospitality” and “spite its 
mission.” In this American Studies proseminar, we will try to understand (if not necessarily 
reconcile) the promise of such a critical polemic while still attending to the demands of 
academic professionalization in realms as diverse as publishing, pedagogical practice, job 
market preparation, curriculum development, conference presentations, and graduate life in 
general.  
 
Our course will begin with a discussion of key critical terms and concepts in the field of 
American Studies that will foreground the overlapping theoretical and conceptual terrains of 
gender studies, critical race theory, queer theory, indigenous studies, popular culture, 
disability studies, eco-criticism, and globalization studies.   
 
The course will initiate an understanding of graduate life at various institutional levels and 
within multiple intellectual and political communities—departmental, institutional, 
academic—but also political, cultural, and activist. Weekly topics of discussion will therefore 
range from the minutiae of graduate student life (strategies to enhance written and oral 
forms of academic expression, exam preparation, tips to revise and resubmit articles for 
publications) to conversations around the more macro material relations that subtend our 
profession and academia in general (threats to academic freedom, critiques of university 
privatization, and challenges to neoliberalism).     
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Through an attention to scholarship on teaching and pedagogical theory, the proseminar will 
also grapple with how we negotiate the politics of identity and difference within the 
classroom. Combining a focus on the theoretical with the practical, we will engage and apply 
these conceptual discussions with discussions around teaching portfolio development, syllabi 
construction, and pedagogical strategies in general. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 

1. Familiarize graduate students with key concepts and methodological tools of 
American Studies and understand the potential applications and illustrations of these 
critical categories. 

2. Understand the larger institutional conversations within the field and profession that 
shape academic life, teaching practices, and the dissemination of knowledge 
production.  

3. Formulate practical documents such as research statements and drafts of CVs to 
prepare for future academic careers; to create pedagogy assignments and syllabi to 
prepare for teaching introductory and advanced classes in critical culture, gender, and 
race studies.  

4. Gather resources for job market preparation; understand the genre of various 
documents and activities such as the job letter, teaching statement, campus interview, 
and job talk.   

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
•  500 Word Project Abstract and Bibliography (10% of final grade) 
Write a concise abstract explaining your research project and its contribution to the field of 
American Studies. For this document, navigate the fine line between the general and the 
specific. This might sound contradictory, but the abstract must do both: communicate to a 
general audience in clear terms what research you do, and yet demonstrate your unique 
contribution to the field. Avoid being overly jargonistic. Someone who is not in your specific 
sub-field is your audience for this document. 
To accompany the abstract you will also put together a selected bibliography of no less than 
10, no more than 20, texts relevant to the critical research of your project. The purpose of 
this assignment is to be able to critically, yet concisely, communicate the focus and 
significance of your work, as well as be able to identify the work in the field that is pertinent 
to situating your own research within the discipline.  Both the abstract and the bibliography 
will serve as the foundations for the 8-10 page paper you will present at the end of the term. 
 
•  Teaching Demonstration (25% of final grade) 
You will choose one of the keywords from Burgett and Hendler and teach the concept to 
the class. In your teaching session, you must combine some amount of lecturing and 
instructing, with a discussion-based approach. While your teaching demonstration will be 
rooted in the material in Keywords, you must think of original and innovative ways to 
demonstrate the implications of the concept. Your goal is to teach the operations of the 
keyword through textual or political illustrations of your own. Feel free to use hand-outs, 
film clips, power point presentations or any other pedagogical techniques you think might 
help your teaching demonstration. Presentations should be no more than 30 minutes. 
 



•  Mock Conference Paper and Presentation (25% of final grade) 
In this presentation students will be responsible for writing an 8-10 page paper based on 
their abstract and bibliography that will be presented during the penultimate weeks of class.  
This presentation will follow the style used at academic conferences and will therefore be 
limited to 12 minutes + 5 minutes for questions.  (8-10 written pages = approx. 10-12 
presentation minutes.  Students will be cut off at 12 minutes during their presentations.)      
 
•  Syllabus (15% of final grade) 
Each student will create an original syllabus for an introductory course in either:  Ethnic 
Studies, Women’s Studies, or American Studies.  (If a student is currently teaching a 
course, she MAY NOT use the syllabus for that course, but rather must create a NEW, 
original syllabus to fulfill this assignment.) The syllabus must contain two original 
assignments, which must exemplify the course rationale and learning outcomes.  You will 
make an informal presentation on your syllabus, discussing your course rationale, the reasons 
for your curricular decisions, and the rationale behind some of your pedagogical decisions. 
 
•  Curriculum Vitae (5% of final grade) 
Each student will be responsible for generating a CV, one of the most central components 
of an academic’s professional life.  This is an account of a scholar’s career, qualifications, and 
accomplishments and is roughly equivalent to, but distinctly different from a résumé.  
 
•  Teaching Statement (10% of final grade) 
In addition to a CV, students will write a 500-750 word teaching statement. The statement 
should include details about teaching experience and pedagogical philosophy.  
 
•  Class participation (10% of final grade) 
Each student will actively contribute to conversations and group work. All students must 
complete reading assigned for the day and come to class prepared to contribute to the 
conversations. This class will also require you to provide your colleagues with feedback and 
constructive criticism.   
 
 
CLASS POLICIES 
 
1. Attendance: 
Attendance is compulsory. Please do not arrive to class late and do not leave early—both are 
distracting to the rest of the class. It is very atypical for graduate students to miss a seminar. 
After one absence, your grade will drop an entire letter for every subsequent absence. 
Missing more than two classes will result in a failing grade for the course. 
 
2. Academic Integrity Policy: 
Plagiarism or cheating of any kind on any assignment will not be tolerated and will result in a 
failing grade for the assignment as well as the entire course and a report to Student 
Affairs. See the WSU handbook on academic dishonesty (WAS 504-25-025) for further 
details and if you are at any time unclear about what constitutes plagiarism, or cheating, 
please see me. For specifics regarding academic dishonesty, please see -- 
http://conduct.wsu.edu/AI 
 

http://conduct.wsu.edu/AI


3. Disability Accommodation: 
Reasonable accommodations are available for students who have documented disability. 
Please notify me during the first week of class if any accommodations are needed for the 
course. Late notification may cause the requested accommodations to be unavailable. All 
accommodations must be approved through the Access Center (Washington Building 217; 
509-335-3417 http://accesscenter.wsu.edu, Access.Center@wsu.edu) to schedule an 
appointment with an Access Advisor.  
 
4. Technology:  
 Please turn off phones during class. Please inform me if you plan to use a laptop to take 
notes. 
 
5. Incomplete Policy: 
I will not assign incompletes for this class. All assignments must be submitted by due 
dates specified. 
 
6. Emergency Notification System:  WSU has made an emergency notification system 
available for faculty, students and staff. Please register at myWSU with emergency contact 
information (cell, email, text, etc). You may have been prompted to complete emergency 
contact information when registering for classes on RONet. Please refer to the University 
emergency management website http://oem.wsu.edu/emergencies as well WSU ALERT 
http://alert.wsu.edu for information on WSU’s communication resources WSU will use to 
provide warning and notification for emergencies. The entire WSU safety plan can be found 
at http://safetyplan.wsu.edu. 
 
 
READINGS: (Course Packet available at Cougar Copies, books available at the Bookie—
both located in the CUB) 

1. Course Packet [CP] 
2. Graduate Study for the 21st Century: How to Build an Academic Career in the Humanities – 

Gregory Colón Semenza 
3. Keywords for American Cultural Studies – Edited by Bruce Burgett and Glenn Hendler 

 
The Course Packet will contain the following readings: 
 
1. “Specious Barriers to Writing a Lot” – Paul Silvia from How to Write a Lot 
2. “Motivational Tools” – Paul Silvia from How to Write a Lot 
3. Engaging Sources – Kate Turabian from A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and 
Dissertations 
4. “Planning your Argument” – Kate Turabian from A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, 
Theses, and Dissertations 
5. “Drafting your Report” – Kate Turabian from A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, 
Theses, and Dissertations 
6. “Writing your Final Introduction and Conclusion” – Kate Turabian from A Manual for 
Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations 
7. “What is Academic Freedom”? – Cary Nelson from No University is an Island: Saving 
Academic Freedom 

http://accesscenter.wsu.edu/
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8. “How a Campus Loses its Way: Sixteen Threats to Academic Freedom” – Cary Nelson 
from No University is an Island: Saving Academic Freedom 
9. “Graduate-Employee Unionization and the Future of Academic Labor” – Cary Nelson 
from No University is an Island: Saving Academic Freedom 
10. “Higher Education after September 11th: The Crisis of Academic Freedom and 
Democracy” – Henry Giroux from Academic Repression: Reflections from the Academic Industrial 
Complex 
11. “Decolonial Critics for Academic Freedom” – Emma Pérez from Academic Repression: 
Reflections from the Academic Industrial Complex 
12. “Regimes of Normalcy in the Academy: the Experiences of Disabled Faculty”— Liat 
Ben-Moshe and Sumi E. Colligan from Academic Repression: Reflections from the Academic 
Industrial Complex 
13. “Women in Academia” Emily Toth from The Academic’s Handbook 
14. “Minority Faculty in [Mainstream White] Academia”— Nellie Y. McKay from The 
Academic’s Handbook 
15. “Institutional Life” – Sara Ahmed from On Being Included: Racism and Diversity in 
Institutional Life 
16. “The Language of Diversity” – Sara Ahmed from On Being Included: Racism and Diversity in 
Institutional Life 
17 “On Race and Voice: Challenges for Liberal Education in the 1990s” – Chandra Talpade 
Mohanty from Beyond a Dream Deferred: Multicultural Education and the Politics of Excellence 
18. “Is there a Queer Pedagogy, or Stop Reading Straight?” – Deborah Britzman  
19. “Returning the Gaze”—Himani Bannerji from Essays on Feminism, Marxism, and Anti-
Racism 
20. “Pardon Me, but There Seems to Be Race in My Education”— Lisa Guerrero from 
Teaching Race in the 21st Century 
21. “Teaching the ‘Ism’ in Racism, or, How to Transform Student Resistance” – Robin 
Mangino from Teaching Race in the 21st Century 
22. “Minor Concerns: The (Im)Possibilities of Critical Race Pedagogies – C. Richard King 
from Teaching Race in the 21st Century 
 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
(Subject to change; Please complete all readings before the dates specified, and 
come to class prepared for discussion) 
 
Week 1 
 
Weds Aug 27: Introductions 
-- “The University and the Undercommons” – Fred Moten and Stefano Harney 
http://cet.usc.edu/resources/events/docs/The_University_and_the_Undercommons.pdf 
-- “What to do Now in Grad School”—Karen Kelsky 
http://theprofessorisin.com/2012/03/02/what-to-do-now-in-grad-school-special-request-
post/ 
 
 
Week 2 
 

http://cet.usc.edu/resources/events/docs/The_University_and_the_Undercommons.pdf
http://theprofessorisin.com/2012/03/02/what-to-do-now-in-grad-school-special-request-post/
http://theprofessorisin.com/2012/03/02/what-to-do-now-in-grad-school-special-request-post/


Weds Sept 3: Defining the terms 
-- Burgett and Hendler, Key terms, Pgs 1-81 (Terms no. 1-20) 
-- Semanza, xii-45 
 
Week 3  
 
Weds Sept 10: Defining Terms Contd. 
-- Burgett and Hendler, Key terms, Pgs 81-132 (Terms no. 21-33) 
-- Semanza – 46-101 
 
Week 4 
 
Weds Sept 17: Steps towards Dissertation Completion; Writing Tips  
-- Semanza –“The Graduate Seminar,” “The Seminar Paper,” “Exams,” “The Dissertation,” 
“Service and Participation”  
-- “Completing your Dissertation Without Tears” 
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/tat/pdfs/dissertation.pdf 
-- “Specious Barriers to Writing a Lot” – Paul Silvia [CP] 
-- “Motivational Tools” – Paul Silvia [CP] 
-- “Engaging Sources” – Kate Turabian [CP] 
-- “Planning your Argument” – Kate Turabian [CP] 
-- “Drafting your Report” – Kate Turabian [CP] 
-- “Writing your Final Introduction and Conclusion” – Kate Turabian [CP] 
 
Week 5 
 
Weds Sept 24 : The Politics of Academic Freedom and Difference 
-- “What is Academic Freedom?” – Cary Nelson [CP] 
-- “How a Campus Loses its Way: Sixteen Threats to Academic Freedom” – Cary Nelson 
[CP] 
 -- “Graduate-Employee Unionization and the Future of Academic Labor” – Cary Nelson 
[CP] 
-- “Higher Education after September 11: The Crisis of Academic Freedom and 
Democracy” – Henry Giroux [CP] 
-- “Decolonial Critics for Academic Freedom” – Emma Pérez [CP] 
-- “Women in Academia”— Emily Toth [CP] 
 -- “Minority Faculty in [Mainstream White] Academia” – Nellie Y. McKay [CP] 
-- “Regimes of Normalcy in the Academy: the Experiences of Disabled Faculty,” Liat Ben-
Moshe and Sumi E. Colligan [CP] 
-- “Return of the Blacklist” – David Palumbo Liu 
http://www.salon.com/2014/08/07/return_of_the_blacklist_cowardice_and_censorship_at
_the_university_of_illinois/ 
In class activity: Discussion of Syllabi templates.  
 
 
Week 6 
 
Weds Oct 1: Critiques of Institutional Diversity; CV Preparation 

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/tat/pdfs/dissertation.pdf
http://www.salon.com/2014/08/07/return_of_the_blacklist_cowardice_and_censorship_at_the_university_of_illinois/
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-- “Institutional Life” –Sara Ahmed [CP] 
-- “The Language of Diversity” – Sara Ahmed [CP] 
-- “Under Western Eyes Revisited: Feminist Solidarity through Anti-capitalist Struggles”— 
Chandra Talpade Mohanty”  
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/342914 
--  “On Race and Voice: Challenges for Liberal Education in the 1990s” Chandra Talpade 
Mohanty [CP] 
-- Semanza, Pgs. 268-271 
-- Rules of the Academic CV – Karen Kelsky 
http://theprofessorisin.com/2012/01/12/dr-karens-rules-of-the-academic-cv/ 
-- How to Build your CV – Karen Kelsky 
http://theprofessorisin.com/2012/07/19/howtobuildyourcv/ 
-- Composing your CV 
http://literature.duke.edu/graduate/job-market-resources/what-to-do-when/composing-a-
cv 
Email CV to class list by Oct 6 
-- In class activity: Syllabus Discussion contd. 
 
Week 7 
 
Weds Oct 8: Theorizing Pedagogy 
-- “Is there a Queer Pedagogy, or Stop Reading Straight?” – Deborah Britzman [CP] 
-- “Returning the Gaze” – Himani Bannerji [CP] 
-- “Pedagogical Practices and the Reparative Performance of Failure” – Nishant Shahani, 
http://www.jaconlinejournal.com/archives/vol25.1/shahani-pedagogical.pdf 
--  “Pardon Me, but There Seems to Be Race in My Education” Lisa Guerrero [CP] 
-- “Teaching the ‘Ism’ in Racism, or, How to Transform Student Resistance” – Robin 
Mangino [CP] 
-- “Minor Concerns: The (Im)Possibilities of Critical Race Pedagogies” – C. Richard King 
[CP]  
-- In class: CV Workshop – Part 1 
-- Hand outs for next week will be distributed in class: Examples of Teaching 
Assignments/Group Activity discussion 
Email syllabus to class list by Monday Oct 13 
 
 
Week 8  
 
Weds Oct 15: Pedagogical Practice and Teaching Portfolio Development 
-- Semanza, “Teaching” 
00 “The Dreaded Teaching Statement” – Karen Kelsky 
http://theprofessorisin.com/2011/09/16/thedreadedteachingstatement/ 
-- In class: Discussion of Teaching Assignments and Group Exercises 
-- DUE IN CLASS: Syllabus Presentations (teaching assignments must be included 
in syllabi) 
-- In class: CV Workshop – Part 2 
 
Week 9 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/342914
http://theprofessorisin.com/2012/01/12/dr-karens-rules-of-the-academic-cv/
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Weds Oct 22: Key Terms and Publishing Tips 
Burgett and Hendler,  Pgs132-183, Key Terms 34-47 
Semanza, “Publishing” 
-- “How to Respond to Revise and Resubmit” –Tanya Golash-Boza 
http://getalifephd.blogspot.mx/2011/03/how-to-respond-to-revise-and-resubmit.html 
-- Graduate Mentoring and Advice: 
http://theprofessorisin.com/2012/05/15/dont-be-nice/ 
http://theprofessorisin.com/2012/05/22/its-not-about-you/ 
-- Syllabi presentations Continued 
 
Week 10 
 
Weds Oct 29 – Alternatives to the Academy; Academic Blogging, Social Media 
Presence and Digital Professionalism 
-- “The Alt-Ac Track: Defining Terms” – Brenda Bethman and C. Shaun Longstreet 
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2013/05/22/essay-defining-alt-ac-new-phd-job-
searches 
-- “Digital Professionalism for Graduate Students: How to Use Twitter, Blogging, and the 
Rest of the Web as an Academic” – Amanda Visconti 
http://www.literaturegeek.com/2014/02/10/digital-professionalism/ 
-- Advice for Virtual (and Actual) Life: 
http://madwomanwithalaptop.com/2014/02/11/advice-for-virtual-and-actual-life-dont-be-
a-butthead/ 
 -- “Against Efficiency Machines”—Mimi Thi Nguyen 
http://threadandcircuits.wordpress.com/2013/09/09/against-efficiency-machines/ 
-- “You are Triggering Me! The Neoliberal Rhetoric of Harm, Danger, and Trauma”—Jack 
Halberstam 
http://bullybloggers.wordpress.com/2014/07/05/you-are-triggering-me-the-neo-liberal-
rhetoric-of-harm-danger-and-trauma/ 
-- “Beyond the Pros and Cons of Trigger Warnings: Collectivized Healings” – Andrea Smith 
http://andrea366.wordpress.com/2014/07/13/beyond-the-pros-and-cons-of-trigger-
warnings-collectivizing-healing/ 
-- “Regarding Generation Wars” – Julia Serano 
http://juliaserano.blogspot.com/2014/07/regarding-generation-wars-some.html 
-- “Feminist Hurt/Feminism Hurts” – Sara Ahmed 
http://feministkilljoys.com/2014/07/21/feminist-hurtfeminism-hurts/ 
-- “Triggering Me, Triggering you, Making up is Hard to do” – Jack Halberstam 
http://bullybloggers.wordpress.com/2014/07/15/triggering-me-triggering-you-making-up-
is-hard-to-do/ 
 
 
Week 11 
 
Weds, Nov 5: Key Terms, Conferences  
-- Burgett and Hendler – Pgs. 187-246, Nos. 49-64 
-- Semanza, “Attending Conferences,” Pgs 181-199 
-- K. Kelsky: Conference Tips: 
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http://theprofessorisin.com/2011/07/12/how-tosday-how-to-write-a-paper-abstract/ 
http://theprofessorisin.com/2013/03/15/how-to-organize-a-panel-for-a-conference/ 
http://theprofessorisin.com/2011/09/02/how-to-work-the-conference-part-three-of-three/ 
http://theprofessorisin.com/2011/08/17/how-to-work-the-conference-part-one-of-two/ 
http://theprofessorisin.com/2011/08/17/how-to-work-the-conference-part-one-of-two/ 
-- Tanya Golash-Boza: 
http://getalifephd.blogspot.mx/2011/04/how-to-give-fabulous-academic.html 
-- Dissertation Abstract 
 http://literature.duke.edu/graduate/job-market-resources/what-to-do-when/preparing-the-
dissertation-abstract 
Email Dissertation abstract to class by Monday, November 10 
 
Week 12 
 
Weds, Nov 12: Job Market Preparation  
– Semanza, “Job Market” 
Job Market Preparation  
http://literature.duke.edu/graduate/job-market-resources/what-to-do-when/writing-letters-
of-application 
http://literature.duke.edu/graduate/job-market-resources/what-to-do-when/assembling-a-
teaching-portfolio 
-- In class: Research Paragraph/Dissertation Abstract Discussion 
 
Week 13  
 
Weds Nov 19  
Teaching presentations 
 
Week 14 
 
Weds Nov 26  
Thanksgiving 
 
Week 15 
 
Weds Dec 3 
Teaching Presentations 
 
Week 16 
 
Weds Dec 10  
Mock Conference Presentations  
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