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Global Social Justice 

CES 440 
Instructor: Raihan M Sharif 

Summer 2015 

M-F: 1:30-2:45 pm 

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:15-1:15 and by appointment 

Office: Wilson 10 H 

Email: sumon.sharif@wsu.edu 

 

 

 
 

 

Course Description 

 

Global Social Justice invests in a wide range of things from leftover to ruins, disability to debris, 

disposability to dislocation, desire to death and develops a critical understanding of global social 

justice in the age of necropolitics and queer vitality. The course investigates deployments of 

sexuality, gender, race and desire in shaping unlikely imperial subjects: queer, feminist, left, 

critical theorists and philosophers. It maps out how these imperial subjects collectively advance 

the reach of the empire from Congo to Sri Lanka, the United States to Brazil, South Africa to 

Palestine, Paraguay to India, UK to Guatemala, Philippines to Hawaii, Iran to Israel and beyond 

in and through war, pollution, rape, labor, the fear of drone and nuclear devastation, 

dispossession by eviction and colonial occupation. In so doing, this course initiates a dialogue 

between the ongoing imperial processes and the increasing disability of the imperial 

subjects in the age of necropolitics. It analyzes how deployments of violence, identity politics, 

and whiteness constitute the Empire of Terror across the world.  

 

The course reveals how the hyper-neoliberal military states legitimize the politics of death and 

disposability. It exposes and analyzes how biopower and necropower constitute the politics of 

fear and subjugation in everyday death worlds from anticipated sites: war, torture, imperial 

invasions, to normalized violence: racism and gender normativity, to spectacular sites of the new 

queer vitalities: gay marriages, queer rights and protections. The course probes ways of 
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recolonizing human rights in the age of Charlie Hebdo, deploying strategies and practices that 

not only go unrestrained but also seek justification in an attempt to normalize necropower. This 

course also analyzes dissemination of moral panic that renovates a popular demonology within 

which islamophobia emerges as a new racial politics that in turn justifies xenophobia, anti-

immigration policies, war on terror, and the prison industrial complex. The course radicalizes 

critical disability studies by exposing ‘zones of abandonment’ within which disable people in the 

global south struggle with poverty and imperial necropolitics.    

 

This course approaches questions like the following ones:  

 

1. How does a combination of biopower and necropower work to produce imperial 

subjects?  

2. How can intersectionality without questions of empire become assimilative?    

3. In what ways critical disability studies can engage issues of poverty, empire, and the 

global south?  

4. How does global islamophobia produce racialized others to justify ‘war on terror’ and 

sustain the prison industrial complex?  

 

Learning Outcomes 

 

 Students will acquire theoretical understanding of power, especially the supplementary 

roles of biopower and necropower in the reception of social justice in the US as well as 

the transnational contexts.  

 Students will have insights into the punitive and the pathologizing logics of the 

globalizing LGBTIQ movement.  

 Students will broaden their perspectives on life, death, violence, empire, by examining 

diverse sites: borderzones, warzones, prisons, gentrifying areas, etc.   

 Students will connect the global south, empire, and poverty to customary discourses of 

disability.  

 Students will develop skills to use ethnography, visual and textual analysis, 

historiography and other methodologies and produce standard research papers.     

 

Pedagogical Setting 

 

This is an upper division course and demands ant-racist, anti-sexist, anti-homophobic, anti-

ableist and anti-islamophobic commitment in all assignments and class discussions. However, 

any previous background in queer, crip and disability studies is not a requirement.  
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Required Texts  

 

1. CES 440 Course Reader: Find it at Cougar Copies. Henceforth, we will refer to it as CR in this 

syllabus and also in our class. Bring your CR in every class meeting.  

2. Queer Necropolitics. Edited by Jin Haritaworn, Adi Kuntsman, and Silvia Posocco. 

Routledge. 2014. Find it at bookie or any other sources of your choice.   

 

Assignments: Your grade will be assigned, using a 100 point scale, as follows: (i) reading 

response 10%, (ii) quizzes 10%, (iii) class participation 10%, (iv) midterm paper (4-5 pages) 

20%, (v) credential test 10%, and (vi) final paper (7-8 pages) 40%.  

 

Graduate students will write one book review (10%) from the recommend reading list (see 

below) as a replacement of the credential test.  

 

For final exam, graduate students have two sets of choice: (a) writing a 15-20-page paper; (b) 

teaching presentation of one text + writing final paper (7-8) pages.  

All other assignments (i-vi) will remain the same as above. 

 

Details for assignments are as follows:  

 

i. Reading Response (10%): At least one hour before class, you will place in my office 

mail box/ simply e-mail a 100 word reading response on the assigned readings. I will use 

them as springboard for class discussion. Your grade will depend on understanding the 

key arguments and your response to them.  

 

ii. Quiz (10%): You will have pop quizzes throughout the semester to make sure you are 

doing your job, reading regularly. In these pop quizzes, you will be asked to produce 

brief responses to a set of questions on the texts already covered. No makeup quizzes will 

be arranged if you miss them due to late attendance/absence.  

 

iii. Class Participation (10%): Come to class prepared to discuss the material. This requires 

more than simply reading. Think about what you read: question and challenge it. Don’t 

assume that I assign the texts because I agree with everything their authors say—I 

certainly do not. But while you disagree, don’t just give opinion. Bring evidence, 

arguments, data and/or a combination of them to support your point. Differentiate 

between lecturing and class discussion and know that we will have more class discussion 

than lecturing. Class discussion requires your active participation: establish your 

engagement with texts by raising thought-provoking questions on them, making 

connections across texts and/with any scholarly works you find intriguing. Poor 
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performance in quizzes indicates poor engagement with texts. Three F’s (see below) in 

quizzes take away 50% of your participation grade.  

 

Participation Scale:  

 

100-80: Outstanding participation; impact the class discussion significantly with 

persuasive arguments; engagement with all texts throughout the semester.  

79-60: Enthusiastic and regular participation with basic insight into text. 

59-40: Occasional contribution with active listening.  

39-20: No participation at all; inattentive to class discussions and /lectures.  

19-0: Negative impact on class dynamics; disruption to class activities through distractive 

actions: texting, talking; disrespect to the instructor and peers.  

 

 

iv. Midterm Paper (20%): This will be a take-home essay requiring a response of 4-5 

pages to individually customized question on texts covered till the midterm week. 

Because it is a formal assignment, your writing (style, mechanics, form, etc.) will factor 

into the grade. 

 

v. Credential Test (10%): You will establish your engagement with key concepts, core 

theoretical frames, basic critical terms and ideas in this text. One week prior to this test, 

you will be sent a study question packet. You will write precise response to a set of 

questions taken from the study question packet.   

Graduate students will write a book review (see the recommended list below) as a 

replacement of this test. 

 

vi. Final Paper (40%): Submit a paper of 7-8 pages. Your thesis statement for the paper 

will ground on your research on and synthesis and/or critical analysis of materials this 

class has discussed. It is highly recommended that you schedule an appointment with the 

instructor to discuss your thesis statement. Because it is a formal assignment, your 

writing (style, mechanics, form, etc.) will factor into the grade. Check deadline below 

(see course outline).  

 

Graduate students will write either a 15-20 page paper or write a 7-8 page paper and give 

a teaching presentation. For teaching presentation, you must schedule a convenient date 

and topic any time after the midterm week.  
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Format for written assignments: 

 For all of your questions regarding format of your Final Paper check:    

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

 Papers that do not comply with the standards will suffer reduced grades. You must also 

remain consistent with your chosen style. 

 

 

Grading Scale  

 

951 and above A Suggests that a student’s work is outstanding to excellent; the student’s work 

reflects an engaged comprehension of the course content and shows thoughtful 

insight into the complexities of the course. Student shows an attentive 

engagement with the course. Student’s work is consistently well-considered and 

well-written. 

 

900-950 

 

A- 

870-899  B+        Suggests that a student’s work is very good to good; the student’s work reflects 

a very strong, engaged, and solid understanding of course material. 

Occasionally, the student’s work doesn’t go the extra step in critical analysis. 

Student’s work is mostly well- considered and well-written.  

830-869  B  

800-829 B- 

770-799 C+ Suggests that a student’s work is adequate; the student’s work reflects a fair, but 

essentially disengaged, grasp of the course material and doesn’t go very far in 

comprehension, or reflects a lack of understanding of the issues represented in 

the material. Student’s work is un- or under-considered and unclearly written. 

Class attendance may be a problem.  

730-769 C 

700-729 C- 

670-699 D+ Suggests that a student’s work shows some, but very little effort; the student’s 

work does not reflect a comprehension of the course  material, is disengaged, or 

reveals a lack of reading, attention, and/or attendance. 
600-669 D 

0-599 F 

 

Academic integrity 

Academic integrity will be strongly enforced in this course. Any student caught cheating on any 

assignment will be given an F grade for the course and will be reported to the Office Student 

Standards and Accountability. Cheating is defined in the Standards for Student Conduct: 

http://conduct.wsu.edu/policies/standards-of-conduct/. It is strongly suggested that you read and 

understand these definitions. Plagiarism or cheating of any kind will result in your failing the 

course.   

 

Students with Disabilities 

Reasonable accommodations are available for students with a documented disability. If you have 

a disability and need accommodations to fully participate in this class, please either visit or call 

the Access Center (Washington Building 217; 509-335-3417) to schedule an appointment with 

an Access Advisor. All accommodations MUST be approved through the Access Center. For 

more information contact a Disability Specialist on your home campus: 

Pullman or WSU Online: 509-335-3417, http://accesscenter.wsu.edu, Access.Center@wsu.edu 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
http://conduct.wsu.edu/policies/standards-of-conduct/
mailto:Access.Center@wsu.edu
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Safety and Emergency Notification 

Washington State University is committed to enhancing the safety of the students, faculty, staff, 

and visitors. It is highly recommended that you review the Campus Safety Plan 

(http://safetyplan.wsu.edu/) and visit the Office of Emergency Management web site 

(http://oem.wsu.edu/) for a comprehensive listing of university policies, procedures, statistics, 

and information related to campus safety, emergency management, and the health and welfare of 

the campus community. 

 

Polices for Electronic Devices & Academic, Email and other Etiquette 

1. Turn off phones, electronic gadgets during class and manage them to ensure they don’t 

distract anyone.  Don’t use phone to check time.  

2. Don’t start packing things before the class officially ends.   

3. Don’t text during class hours.  

4. Don’t use laptops during class hours. If you want to use e-book, laptop, etc., seek 

permission from the instructor in the first week of the semester and always sit in the front 

row.  

5. Don’t expect me to give discussion—whether in class or in my office—on any topic you 

have missed due to absence. It is your responsibility to catch up with the class.  

6. Show respect to others’ perspectives even if you disagree with them. Note that 

disagreement is expected and even highly encouraged provided that you also show 

alternative and engaging ways of approaching the point in question.  

7. Visit office in my office hours to receive comments and feedback on your assignment. 

Otherwise, you will receive only grade. You can then correlate grade from the grading 

rubrics below to understand your progress. But it is highly recommended that you receive 

comment and feedback from me.  

8. Do not get up and leave the class during class hours. If you do so, you will be marked 

absent for the day.  

9. Do not use class hours as breakfast/lunch time. You must not be eating during class 

hours. 

10. Do not read newspaper, browse net, use phone and others not related with class.  

11. Do not use class hours for doing homework for other courses. This is counted as serious 

offence and will be penalized by reducing points you have earner in different assignments 

in this class.  

12.   Bring texts to class. If you don’t bring the current text, you will be marked absent. 

13. Arriving late and leaving early are unacceptable and will be counted as absences.  

14. If you have job, class, registration, or childcare conflicts, you will probably need to drop 

the class.  

15. Non-emergency healthcare visits are not valid reasons for absences or for missing parts 

of class. 
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Angel, email, and others 

 

Angel: In the first week of the semester, check if you get e-mail from me through Angel. I will 

send important instructions and notices through Angel. You will find a copy of this syllabus on 

Angel. If you don’t receive e-mail find help here: http://infotech.wsu.edu/login/askIT.aspx 

 

Zzusis: You will receive your midterm grade and final grade through Zzusis. 

E-mail: You will send e-mail to set appointment with me.  

Office hours: Use my office hours (see at page 1) to discuss anything you want to know 

more/want more explanations about. 

Salutation: Call me “Professor Sharif” in class. Use “Dear Professor Sharif” as salutation in 

your e-mail. End e-mail with “Sincerely”, “Thank you”, etc. 

Instructor: You may know about the instructor here: 

http://libarts.wsu.edu/ccgrs/faculty/sharif.asp 

 

Course Schedule 
 
WEEK 1: Queer Epistemology, intersectionality, and Homonationalism 
 

 May 11: Introduction and course overview ; Glossary of LGBTQ Terms  

http://www.queensu.ca/positivespace/glossary.html 

May 12: Achille Mbembe, “Necropolitics”.  

May 13: “Introduction: What’s Queer about Queer Studies Now?” Social Text 84-85, 2005, edited by 

David L. Eng, Judith Halberstam, and José Esteban Muñoz. 

May 14: “Gay Imperialism: Gender and Sexuality Discourse in the ‘War on Terror’” Jin Haritaworn, with   

Tamsila Tauqir and Esra Erdem 

May 15: “Homonationalism as Assemblage: Viral Travels, Affective Sexualities”.  Jasbir K. Puar.  

 

Week 2: Radical Critical Race theory, Disability, Empire  
 

May 18: “The queer time of death: Temporality, geopolitics, and refugee rights”. Sima Shakhsari.  

May 19: “‘Gays who cannot properly be gay’: Queer Muslims in the neoliberal European city”. Fatima 

El-Tayeb.  

May 20: “Hardt and Negri and the Geo-Political Imagination: Empire, Multitude and Critical Disability 

Studies”.  Dan Goodley and Rebecca Lawthom.  

May 21: “Empire of Rights: The convergence of neoliberal governance, ‘states of exception,’ and the 

Disability Rights Movement”. Rachel Gorman.  

May 22: “Precarious Lives in the Global South: On Being Disabled in Guyana”. Vera Chouinard.  

 

 

 

 

http://infotech.wsu.edu/login/askIT.aspx
http://libarts.wsu.edu/ccgrs/faculty/sharif.asp
http://www.queensu.ca/positivespace/glossary.html
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Week 3: Disability, Global South, Poverty, and Environmental Politics    

 

May 25: “Southern Bodies and Disability: re-thinking concepts”. Raewyn Connell.  

May 26: “Human Rights and the Global South: the case of disability”. Helen Meekosha & Karen 

Soldatic.  

May 27: “Geodisability Knowledge Production and International Norms: a Sri Lankan case study”.  

Fiona Kumari Campbell.  

May 28: “Disability and Poverty: the need for a more nuanced understanding of implications for 

development policy and practice”.  Nora Groce, Maria Kett, Raymond Lang & Jean-Francois Trani.  

May 29: “Bodies of nature: Environmental Politics and Disability”.  Alison Kafer.  

 

Midterm paper due on/before 29
th

 May! 

 

Week 4: Global Islamophobia, Moral Panic, and Crip Futurity  

 

June 1: “The Transnational Folk Devil: Muslims and Moral Panic in the West”.  

June 2: “Social Construction of Iraqi Folk Devil: Muslims and Moral Panic in the West”.  

June 3: “Criminalizing Dissent in the War on Terror: Chapter 11/ Muslims and Moral Panic in the west”.  

June 4: “Where's the Moral in Moral Panic: Islam, Evil and Moral Turbulence”.  

June 5: “Introduction to Feminist Queer Crip: Imagined Future”. Alison Kafer.  

 

Discretion test/book review due on June 4!  

 

Week 5: Queer Necropolitics: Death worlds and wars.   
 

June 8:“We will not rest in peace: AIDS activism, black radicalism, queer and/or trans resistance”. Che 

Gossett.  

June 9: “(Hyper/in) visibility and the military corps(e)”. Michelle R. Martin-Baron.  

June 10: “On the queer necropolitics of transnational adoption in Guatemala”. Silvia Posocco.  

June 11: “Killing me softly with your rights: queer death and the politics of rightful killing”. Sima 

Shakhsari.   

June 12: “Black skin splits: the birth (and death) of queer Palestinian”. Jason Ritchie.  

 

Week 6: Borderzones and Incarceration.  
 

June 15: “Trans feminine value racialized others, and the limits of necropolitics”. Aren Z. Aizura.  

June 16: “Queer investments in punitiveness: sexual citizenship, social movements and the expanding 

carceral state”. Sarah Lamble.   

June 17: “‘Walking while transgender’: necropolitical regulations of trans feminine bodies of colour in 

the US nation’s capital”. Elijah Adiv Edelman.  

June 18: “Queer politics and anti-blackness”.  Morgan Bassichis and Dean Spade.  

June 19: Concluding thoughts  

 

Final Paper due on June 30!  
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Recommended Readings: Graduate Students’ Book Review List  

 

 Adamson, J. (2002). The Environmental Justice Reader: Politics, Poetics & Pedagogy. 

Tucson: University of Arizona Press. 

 Ahmed, S. (2014). The Cultural Politics of Emotion. New York: Routledge. 

 Alsultany, E. (2012). Arabs and Muslims in the Media:  Race and Representation after 

9/11. New York: New York University Press. 

 Eide, A. (2011). Disability and Poverty: A Global Challenge. Bristol, UK: Policy Press. 

 McRuer, R. (2006). Crip Theory: Cultural Signs of Queerness and Disability. New York: 

New York University Press. 

 Puar, J. (2007). Terrorist Assemblages: Homonationalism in Queer Times. Durham: 

Duke University Press. 


