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Abstract 
Ask us anything about graduate school!  Because we have been there too, just in different ways. It really is 

true that there are many ways to be very successful in graduate school. It is also true that everybody’s 

situation is different. Join a panel of MME faculty as they discuss stories from their graduate school 

experiences—what it was like at other schools, managing relationships with advisors/mentors/lab mates, 

use of university resources, and much more. Along the way, we will probably see some common themes 

emerge and will identify opportunities to make the experience as a graduate student in MME a little bit 

better. Bring plenty of questions! 

Biography 

Dr. Jacob “Jake” Leachman received his Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Wisconsin-

Madison in 2010. 

Dr. Lei Li received his Ph.D. in Industrial & Systems Engineering from Ohio State University in 2009. 

Dr. John McCloy received his Ph.D. in Materials Science & Engineering from the University of Arizona in 2008. 

Dr. John Swensen received his Ph.D. from Johns Hopkins University in 2012. 
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