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MEMORANDUM  
 
TO:   Dr. Praveen Sekhar, Chair, Academic Affairs Committee 
FROM:  Michael Griswold, Director, School of Molecular Biosciences, College of Veterinary 

Medicine 
Patrick Carter, Director, School of Biological Sciences, College of Arts and Sciences 

 
RE:  (Item #2023.01.12_274_AAC) Proposal to Create a Bachelor of Science Degree in 

Pharmaceutical and Medical Sciences (Exhibit 274A 274B 274C). -D. Drigar / K. Meier 
 
DATE:  February 13, 2023 
 
The communications below were received by the Academic Affairs Committee regarding the 
pending proposal to create a Bachelor of Science Degree in Pharmaceutical and Medical 
Sciences.  
 
The School of Molecular Biosciences (SMB) in the College of Veterinary Medicine and the School 
of Biological Sciences (SBS) in the College of Arts and Sciences have concerns over the proposal 
listed above. The primary concerns include the following: 
 
1. The goals as listed in the proposal are competitive with SMB degrees in Microbiology, 

Genetics and Cell Biology, and Biochemistry. Our courses already offer experience in 
analyzing biomedical literature, discussion of ethical considerations and examination of 
challenges and controversies in biology. The overlap in course work in SMB in the last two 
years is extensive.  The argument that these new courses would be different because they are 
human focused is weak since the biological principles are the same for all organisms and our 
courses also use human examples. Even if some lectures are different the overall goal and 
learning goals of the SMB degrees and the proposed program are the same i.e. preparing 
students for a doctorate or professional career in biomedical sciences. On page 7 of the 
Curriculum Handbook from the WSU Office of the Registrar, it states, “Prior to submission of 
a request for a new course, the department is charged with verifying that the new course is 
substantially different from any existing course and communicating with other departments 
that may have related courses.”  See addendum for comparison and evidence of syllabi from 
the courses with significant overlap.  During the 2020 Spring semester, faculty from SBS and 
SMB met with faculty from the College of Pharmacy and voiced their opposition to the 
creation of their overlapping degree program.  That was the last time there was discussion 
among the units on this topic. 
 

2. Students choosing a BS in Pharmaceutical and Medical Sciences will have detrimental effects 
on enrollments and credit hours for SBS, SMB and other life science units in Pullman. For 
example, under the proposed 2 and 2 plan, SBS would lose a significant fraction of upper-

https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/2135/2023/01/274ABS1.pdf
https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/2135/2023/01/274BPR1.pdf
https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/2135/2023/01/274CBS1.pdf
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division credit hours currently taken by our pre-Med and pre-Pharm majors.  The proposal 
claims that their objective is to provide a pathway for place bound graduates of the 
Community Colleges of Spokane (CCS).  They provide data that CCS graduates 1000 students 
per year, but the AA/AS degree requirements listed in the proposal include extensive 
coursework in chemistry, physics and biology and there is no evidence to suggest that many 
students will satisfy those requirements and of those that do there is no data as to how many 
are truly place bound.  We question the size of their target group, and they will not confine 
entry into the program to CCS graduates. In order to be successful, they will surely draw from 
Life Science programs on the Pullman campus. 

 
3. Our programs have extensive experience and success in training students for doctoral study 

and for professional programs and we are concerned that the proposed degree would convey 
the wrong message. Students and parents could think that there would be an advantage if 
they have career interests in the pharmaceutical and medical sciences, and/or that earning 
such a degree puts them on a fast track for being accepted into Professional schools on the 
Spokane campus. In our experience there is no evidence that either of those things are true, so 
the potential attractiveness of this degree is built on a misrepresentation. In addition, 
students are much better off in Pullman where they can utilize the Health Profession Student 
Center to truly help them prepare for careers in the health sciences.  No such infrastructure 
exists on the Spokane campus.  In general, Professional Colleges isolated from the main 
campus are particularly ill-equipped to offer undergraduate classes; they don’t have the 
expertise or the infrastructure for it and they are completely lacking the disciplinary breadth 
that should be available to all undergraduate students throughout their education. 
 

4. There are several errors in the proposal.  The transfer equivalencies table on page 11 is 
incorrect with respect to Biol transfer classes (and may be incorrect for the organic Chem 
classes).  The equivalency for Biol 106 from Spokane Falls and Spokane CC is incorrect: it 
should be Biol&221 and Biol&223, not just Biol&223. Biol&223 is insufficient for Biol 106.  
There are NO equivalencies for Biol 315 and Biol 353 from any community college, and that 
has been WSU and SBS policy for many years. Their statement about these equivalencies is 
completely incorrect.  There is reference in the “impact statement” about the STARS program 
in CVM.  This reference indicates a misunderstanding of the STARS program which is a select 
program involving limited numbers of students. Our concern is with the potential impact on 
our three undergraduate degrees. 
 

5. The School of Biological Sciences offers a BS in Biology-General Option through the WSU 
Global campus. Place-bound students in the state of Washington and other locations can earn 
a Bachelor of Science in Biology at their own pace and according to their employment and 
personal schedule without needing to leave home. In addition, SBS is expanding its Global 
offerings: SBS is in the process of developing the BS in Biology-Basic Medical Sciences Option 
for the WSU Global campus. We anticipate that this Biology degree option will be in place on 
the Global campus in the next 12 to 18 months. The BS in Biology-Basic Medical Sciences 
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Option is the program that we recommend to all students who are interested in entering a 
PharmD professional program upon completing their BS degree. Therefore, pre-Pharmacy 
students in the state of Washington will soon be able to pursues an undergraduate degree 
program tailored specifically to their needs via the WSU Global campus and can do so without 
leaving home or altering their personal or employment schedules. 

 
Summary: Considering the issues described above, we respectfully ask that the Academic Affairs 
Committee re-evaluate this proposal.  Certainly, the course overlap is significant.  The proposed 
new degree is academically and functionally like existing degrees offered in SMB that are 
predoctoral and preprofessional degrees in biomedical sciences.  The global degree to be offered 
by SBS has an overlapping function with place-bound students. The proposed new degree will 
have the potential to draw students away from existing degree programs on the Pullman campus 
and redistribute enrollment rather than to increase overall enrollment. It is our view that this 
proposal is an attempt by professional colleges on the Spokane campus to increase their revenues 
at the detriment of the Pullman campus, WSU students, and their families.  This proposal also 
underscores the issue of new undergraduate degrees on urban campuses.  There should be 
policies in place as to how these degrees are reviewed such that campuses work together and not 
in competition. 
 
 
To: Dr. Pravaeen Sekhar, Chair, Academic Affairs Committee 
 
From: 
School of Molecular Biosciences, College of Veterinary Medicine 
 
RE:(Item #2023.01.12_274_AAC) Proposal to Create a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Pharmaceutical and Medical Sciences (Exhibit 274A 274B 274C). -D. Drigar / K. Meier 
 
 
The School of Molecular Biosciences has reviewed the proposal named above that is under 
consideration by the Faculty Senate.  We find that this program duplicates Bachelor of Science 
degrees in our college, namely Microbiology, Biochemistry, and Genetics and Cell Biology.  We 
have compared syllabi from eight of the courses in the proposed degree with syllabi in our 
degrees, all of which have the MBIOS designation.  We request that the Academic Affairs 
Committee more closely review the syllabi from these degree programs and reconsider the 
approval of this new degree that has significant overlap with already existing degrees. 
 
Below, we provide evidence from the syllabi of the courses that exhibit significant overlap: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/2135/2023/01/274ABS1.pdf
https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/2135/2023/01/274BPR1.pdf
https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/2135/2023/01/274CBS1.pdf
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
TMP 350 Introduction to medical biochemistry AND MBIOS 303 Introductory Biochemistry 
Excerpts from TMP 350: 

 
 
Excerpts from MBIOS 303: 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
TMP 350 Introduction to medical biochemistry AND MBIOS 413 General Biochemistry I 
Excerpts from TMP 350: 
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Excerpts from MBIOS 413: 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
TMP 350 Introduction to medical biochemistry AND MBIOS 414 General Biochemistry II 
Excerpts from TMP 350: 
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Excerpts from MBSIO 414: 

 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PharMedS 323 Ethics: conduct and career development AND MBIOS 138 Molecular Biosciences 
Seminar 
Excerpts from PharMedS 323: 

 
 
Excerpts from MBIOS 138: 
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-----------------------
-----------------------
-----------------------
-----------------------
-----------------------
------------  
PharMedS 315 
[COMM] 
Biomedical 
literature: 
communicating 
science AND 
MBIOS 201 
[COMM] 
Introduction to 
communication in 
the molecular life 
sciences 
Excerpts from 
PharMedS 315:  
 
 
Excerpts from 
MBIOS 201: 
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-----------------------------------
-----------------------------------
-----------------------------------
---------------------- 
PharMedS 330 Molecular 
methods: biomedical 
techniques AND MBIOS 
304 Microbiology and 
Molecular Biology 
Laboratory 
Excerpts from PharMedS 
330: 
 
 
Excerpts from MBIOS 
304: 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PharMedS 330 Molecular methods: biomedical techniques AND MBIOS 402 [M] Genetics 
Laboratory 
Excerpts from PharMedS 330: 
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Excerpts from MBIOS 402: 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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PharMedS 330 Molecular methods: biomedical techniques AND MBIOS 430 [M] Combined 
Immunology and Virology Laboratory 
Excerpts from PharMedS 330: 

 
 
Excerpts from MBIOS 430: 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PharMedS 401 Genomics: frontiers in human genetics AND MBIOS 423 Human genetics 
Excerpts from PharMedS 401: 
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Excerpts from MBIOS 423: 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PharMedS 421 [M] Scientific writing: writing and speaking AND MBIOS 494 [M] [CAPS] Senior 
project in molecular biosciences 
Excerpts from PharMedS 421: 
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Excerpts from MBIOS 494: 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PharMedS 425 Medical microbiology: bugs and drugs AND MBIOS 410 Medical microbiology  
Excerpts from PharMedS 425: 
 

 



 Faculty Senate Academic Affairs Committee 
 

 

 PO Box 641038, Pullman, WA 99164-1038 | 509-335-8350 | faculty.senate@wsu.edu | faculty.wsu.edu 17 
  

 

 
 
Excerpts from MBIOS

 410: 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PharMedS 425 Medical microbiology: bugs and drugs AND MBIOS 440 Immunology 

 



 Faculty Senate Academic Affairs Committee 
 

 

 PO Box 641038, Pullman, WA 99164-1038 | 509-335-8350 | faculty.senate@wsu.edu | faculty.wsu.edu 19 
  

 

Excerpts from PharMedS 425: 
 
Excerpts from MBIOS 440: 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PharMedS 499 Special problems AND MBIOS 498 Directed research 
Excerpts from PharMedS 499: 
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Excerpts from MBIOS 498: 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PharMedS 499 Special problems AND MBIOS 499 Special problems 
Excerpts from PharMedS 499: 
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Excerpts from MBIOS 499: 
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