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Proposal to change the PLP 515 seminar requirement for Master’s students in Plant Pathology
Effective Fall 2016

Prepared 1/28/2015

Background/rationale for this change:

Presently (effective Fall 2011), the Plant Pathology program presently requires 2 seminar graded credits
(PLP 515) for both the master and doctoral programs—both on topical subjects other than the student’s
dissertation. The students are also required to give a non-credit exit seminar, in association with their

final exam.

There has been some discussion that last change to the seminar requirement (Fall 2011) was intended
for PhD students only—as evidenced by the word ‘dissertation’ (highlighted above), but in practice was
applied to both MS and PhD students. The Plant Pathology faculty have recently discussed the current
seminar requirement in relation to the short duration of an MS degree, and strongly support reducing
the graded seminar requirement (PLP 515) for Master’s students to 1 topical seminar graded credit
(vs 2)—on a topic other than the student’s thesis. Master’s students will still be required to give a
non-credit exit seminar, in association with their final exam. This arrangement will help with some of
the need to double up or even triple up on seminars weekly towards the end of each semester.

Graduate students who started their program under the existing requirements of two PI P 515 credits
will be given the option of following the current requirements, or adopting the new requirements. We
will ask their preference be made in writing and submitted to our program’s Academic Coordinator for
inclusion in their program file.

Current MS Program Requirements-Plant
Pathology

Proposed MS Program Requirements-Plant
Pathology

30 total credit hours
21 hrs minimum of graded coursework:
--A minimum of 15 graded credits at the
500-level
--Including 2 credits of PLP 515
4 hours minimum of PLP 700 research credits

Non-credit exit seminar
Final oral exam

30 total credit hours
21 hrs minimum of graded coursework:
--A minimum of 15 graded credits at the
500-level
--Including 1 credit of PLP 515
4 hours minimum of PLP 700 research credits

Non-credit exit seminar
Final oral exam




