
























































































 

February 22, 2018 

Letter of Support for the Human Biology Degree 
 
On behalf of the College of Arts and Sciences at WSU Vancouver, I’m writing to endorse the creation of a 
B.A. in Human Biology on the Vancouver and Pullman campuses.   As the proposal describes, this new 
interdisciplinary major will be unique in the Pacific Northwest and offer our students a range of 
employment options in the rapidly expanding and increasingly diversified health care industry.  Health 
care is a thriving sector of the Vancouver economy, where most of our students live and work.   In 
addition to its benefits for students, this degree is appealing from a resource standpoint because it 
draws almost exclusively from existing courses.   
 
The B.A. in Human Biology is an excellent fit for the Vancouver campus.  WSU Vancouver currently offers 
undergraduate degrees in biology and anthropology, two of the core areas of the program.  Biology is 
among the most popular programs on campus, with almost 300 majors.  The General Science degree is 
not offered in Vancouver, so we expect that Human Biology will provide a new and distinctive option for 
students interested in exploring links between the biological and social sciences.   This broad-based 
approach will also appeal to our many pre-health students, as it is consistent with national efforts to 
enhance the behavioral and social science content of health education.  The interdisciplinary nature of 
Human Biology also makes this program a good value for the campus and our students.  Degrees that 
span several disciplines and offer multiple ways to satisfy requirements provide flexibility and choice for 
students, especially those who are balancing school schedules with work and/or family commitments.    
The program’s reliance on courses that are already offered through existing campus programs enables 
us to enhance our curriculum and provide a new and unique degree in a cost-effective way.   
 
In sum, CAS at WSU Vancouver fully endorses the proposal to create a B.A. in Human Biology at WSU.  
The proposal has the strong support of WSU Vancouver faculty in the School of Biological Sciences and 
the Department of Anthropology, as well as the full support of campus leadership.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Amy S. Wharton 
Director and Associate Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 
Professor of Sociology 
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APPENDIX D 

Letter in Support of Human Biology Degree, 
College of Arts and Sciences, Pullman 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Andrew Duff, Chair, Department of Anthropology 
Patrick Carter, Director, School of Biological Sciences 

FROM:  Larry Hufford, Interim Dean  
College of Arts and Sciences 

DATE: July 25, 2018 

SUBJECT: Support for Interdisciplinary Degree in Human Biology 

I offer my support for the proposed new degree in Human Biology. This joint effort between 
the Department of Anthropology and the School of Biological Sciences provides an exemplary 
model for collaborative, interdisciplinary efforts that will create exciting new learning and post-
graduation opportunities for Washington State University students. Interdisciplinary degrees 
such as Human Biology have the potential to attract new students to Washington State 
University and to provide them with education and training for careers that will address 
significant challenges that lie ahead for human populations.  

To further the goals of the proposed program, the College of Arts and Sciences will commit to 
support the degree with $9,000 annually for three years upon degree approval. These funds 
may be used to support a Human Biology degree director, who will also have responsibility for 
coordinating program assessment, support student advising for the degree, administrative and 
clerical support of the degree, and travel between Pullman and Vancouver for coordinating 
degree implementation, course offerings, planning and assessment. If growth of the degree 
program warrants additional funding in the first three years, this will be granted. Following the 
three-year commitment, the financial needs of the program will be reassessed, and future 
commitments to support the degree will be contingent on the degree’s success at attracting 
students. 

Interdisciplinary collaborations, training, and degree offerings are consistent with the strategic 
plans of the College of Arts and Sciences and University. The College is pleased to support 
this endeavor to position WSU to contribute to the economic health and vitality of Washington 
State and to enhance opportunities for our students. 
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Human Biology (120 Hours) 

Completion of the Human Biology major requires a minimum of 20 credits of coursework in both 
Anthropology (ANTH) and Biology.  

First Year 

First Term Hours 
ANTH 203 [DIVR] 3 
BIOLOGY 106 [BSCI] 4 
CHEM 101 or 105 [PSCI] 4 
ENGLISH 101 [WRTG] 3 

Second Term Hours 
BIOLOGY 107 4 
CHEM 102 or 106 4 
HISTORY 105 [ROOT] 3 
STAT 212 [QUAN] 4 

Second Year 

First Term Hours 
ANTH 260 4 
Arts [ARTS] 3 
Communication [COMM] or Written Communication [WRTG] 3 
Social Sciences [SSCI] 3 
Major Elective1,2 3 

Second Term Hours 
Arts [ARTS], Humanities [HUM], or Social Sciences [SSCI]3 3 
BIOLOGY 301 4 
Human Behavior Requirement4 3 
Science and Society Requirement5 3 
Major Elective1,2 3 
Complete Writing Portfolio  

Third Year 

First Term Hours 
Genetics and Evolution Requirement6 3 
Human Behavior Requirement4 3 
Humanities [HUM] 3 
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Foreign Language7, if needed and/or Major Electives1,2 6 

Second Term Hours 
Foreign Language7, if needed, and/or Major Electives1,2 9 
Genetics and Evolution Requirement6 3 
Writing in the Major [M] course8 2-4 

Fourth Year 

First Term Hours 
Major Electives1,2 7 
Human Cultural Diversity Requirement9 3 
Integrative Capstone Course [CAPS]10 3 or 4 
Writing in the Major [M] course8 2-4 

Second Term Hours 
Major Electives1,2 and/or Electives11 13 
Complete School of Biological Sciences Exit Survey  

 
Footnotes 
1 Major Electives (18 credits) approved courses include: ANTH 301, 303, 304, 305, 330, 331, 340 [M], 380, 

404, 405, 495, 498, 499; BIOLOGY 251 or 353, 315, 321 [M], 333, 340 [M], 354, 372, 476, 491, 495, 499; H 
D 220; MBIOS 303, 305, 405, 446; PSYCH 320, 361. 363; and any ANTH or BIOLOGY course listed in the 
Science and Society, Genetics and Evolution, Human Behavior, and Human Cultural Diversity modules that 
were not taken to satisfy the requirement in those areas. 

2 A maximum of 4 credits of course work that are graded S,F (ANTH 498, 499; BIOLOGY 491, 495, 499) may 
be used toward fulfilling Major Electives. 

3 An additional [ARTS], [HUM], or [SSCI] is required by the College of Arts and Sciences. 
4 Human Behavior Requirement (6 credits) approved courses include: ANTH 268, 381, 466; BIOLOGY 307, 

438; PSYCH 230, 321, 324, 372. 
5 Science and Society Requirement (3 credits) approved courses include: ANTH 309; BIOLOGY 330; PHIL 

350, 365, 370; SOC 331, 332; SOE 390, 402, 444. 
6 Genetics and Evolution Requirement (6 credits) approved courses include: ANTH 302, 463, 469; BIOLOGY 

335, no more than one from BIOLOGY 395, 403, or 405; MBIOS 423. 
7 Two years of high school foreign language or at least two semesters of college-level foreign language are 

required by the College of Arts and Sciences for graduation. 
8 [M] courses must be chosen from ANTH or BIOLOGY. 
9 Human Cultural Diversity Requirement (3 credits) approved courses include: ANTH 201, 307, 316, 320, 327. 
10 Integrated Capstone [CAPS] course must be chosen from either ANTH 464, 473 [M], 490 [M], BIOLOGY 

401, 408, 473 [M], 483 [M]. 
11 Electives must include sufficient 300-400 level coursework to meet the University requirement of 40 upper 

division credits. 
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