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When I publish my dissertation, do I lose copyright?

• You retain copyright when signing with ProQuest and Research 

Exchange

• This means: you retain the right to distribute your work online, make 

derivatives, make copies, and perform your work publicly 

• ProQuest and Research Exchange ask you to sign a “non-exclusive” 

license granting ProQuest and the WSU Libraries the right to 

distribute your work online. This does not negate your copyrights. 



What are the advantages of publishing openly?

• Wider audience for your research 
¡ The 920 dissertations in Research Exchange have been downloaded more than 300,000 times 

since 2011. 

• Potential impact on real-world policy
¡ Public policy makers, educators, health care professionals, developing countries, etc., can 

access your work without paying subscription costs

• Increased professional opportunities
• Publishers, academics, employers can find your work and further opportunities may open up 

(writing partnerships, book deals, job opportunities, interest from graduate programs)







Won’t I lose publishing opportunities by choosing open 
access?

• See the American Historical Association recommendation to embargo 
history dissertations for six years

• 2011 survey reported that only 2.9% of publishers will not consider 
publishing a thesis/dissertation that’s available online (“Do Open 
Access ETDs Diminish Publishing Opportunities in the Social Sciences 
and Humanities?” C&RL, July 2013). 

• Sharing your work online may create more buzz—more publishing 
opportunities. More research needed.
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