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Determining the benefits of infectious diseases control can provide the impetus for policy makers to
prioritize disease control, but this requires knowledge about ...
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Determining the benefits of infectious diseases control can provide the impetus
for policy makers to prioritize disease control, but this requires knowledge about
how control measures affect disease outcomes and how to monetize these
outcomes, so that disease control can be viewed as a benefit rather than a
cost.The first part of this dissertation investigates how preventative canine rabies
vaccination affects human rabies post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) demand and
human rabies deaths. It begins by estimating a mean (median) value of a
statistical life (VSL) of approximately US $128,000 ($54,000) from the human
rabies PEP demand decision following an animal attack in an area where rabies is
endemic using contact-tracing data from the Serengeti District of Tanzania for the
years 2002 to 2007. This is followed by developing and calibrating an economic
model of canine rabies control that incorporates the benefits of control in terms
of reductions in human PEP and human rabies deaths valued by the VSL. The
model suggests that dog vaccination provides large benefits at low vaccination
coverage levels, even if PEP demand increases with dog vaccination. This suggests
that investing in dog vaccination provides large returns.The second part of this
dissertation investigates the determinants of improvements in child nutrition in
Paraguay between the years 2005 and 2012 using an Oaxaca decomposition
technique. Before 2005, Paraguay observed a high stunting prevalence and one of
the highest rural-urban child malnutrition differentials in the world. Yet by 2012,
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When | publish my dissertation, do | lose copyright?

* You retain copyright when signing with ProQuest and Research
Exchange

* This means: you retain the right to distribute your work online, make
derivatives, make copies, and perform your work publicly

* ProQuest and Research Exchange ask you to sign a “non-exclusive”
license granting ProQuest and the WSU Libraries the right to
distribute your work online. This does not negate your copyrights.



What are the advantages of publishing openly?

* Wider audience for your research

The 920 dissertations in Research Exchange have been downloaded more than 300,000 times
since 2011.

* Potential impact on real-world policy

Public policy makers, educators, health care professionals, developing countries, etc., can
access your work without paying subscription costs

* Increased professional opportunities

* Publishers, academics, employers can find your work and further opportunities may open up
(writing partnerships, book deals, job opportunities, interest from graduate programs)
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Won't | lose publishing opportunities by choosing open
access?

* See the American Historical Association recommendation to embargo
history dissertations for six years

e 2011 survey reported that only 2.9% of publishers will not consider
publishing a thesis/dissertation that’s available online (“Do Open
Access ETDs Diminish Publishing Opportunities in the Social Sciences
and Humanities?” C&RL, July 2013).

* Sharing your work online may create more buzz—more publishing
opportunities. More research needed.
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