Tailoring Extension Education Efforts to Region-Specific Oilseed Production Zones in Washington State
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Introduction: The Washington State Biofuels Cropping

Systems Research and Extension Project was initiated in
2007 to evaluate alternative crops that may have the
potential to meet some of the increasing demand for biofuel
production.
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Sciences, Washington State University.

* 18 growers interviewed (see map above for locations)

 Growers have experience with 7 oilseed crops

* (Case studies provide first-time oilseed growers with
information from experienced growers in their rainfalli
zone
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Canola, camelina, mustard, safflower, flax, sunflower, switchgrass,
and giant reedgrass were initially included in studies across four
major agroclimatic zones:

1) High rainfall (annual cropping)

2) Low (wheat-fallow) to intermediate (winter wheat-

spring cereal-summer fallow) rainfall
3) Irrigated, central WA
4) Western WA

After five years of research trials, we are focusing our efforts
on discovering and improving production practices for winter
and spring canola, camelina, and safflower in zones 1-3.

Objective: To provide relevant, timely and easily accessible

information and outreach to growers, industry, agency, and
others that is based on research from each cropping zone.
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* Since 2007, there are 15 first-time canola growers in wheat-
fallow region, and acreage has increased from 15 acres to
more than 6500 acres.

Extension =
Outreach + Education

Upcoming fact sheets and bulletins:

Spring Canola Row Spacing in Annual Cropping Zones

* |Irrigated Switchgrass Management

* Cereal Rye Control in Winter Canola

* Winter Canola Seeding Guide for Wheat-fallow Systems
* Online Enterprise Budgets

 Canola Silage in Dairy Operations

* |Irrigated Safflower Production
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 Over 250 attendees from 5 states at annual oilseed
workshops

* 53% of growers at the workshops had planted
oilseed crops in the last 5 years and 93% would
consider planting an oilseed crop in the future

 Workshop will be a two-day conference in 2013
with record attendance expected

Website

www.css.wsu.edu/biofuels
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Keynote Speakers for Oilseed Workshop
Announced

Several keynote speakers from across North America will highlight our
two-day workshop. including:

Gary Hergert, University of Nebraska - Scottsbluff

Bob Schrock, winter canola grower, Kiowa, KS

Ron Sholar, executive director of Great Plains Canola Association
Phil Thomas, President of BrassicaCorp Ltd, Alberta; author of
Canada Canola Growers Manual

*** Stay tuned for more announcements and registration this week!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! January 22-23, 2013
The third annual Oilseed Crop Production Workshop - "Why NOT
Qilseeds?" is planned for January 22-23, 2013 in Kennewick, WA. We
will be having a 2-day workshop with invited speakers from other
oilseed production areas of the U.S. and Canada, regional cilseed
producers, university faculty, and more.

Univ. of Idaho releases Canola Variety Trial data

Spring and winter canola and rapeseed variety trial data from the 2012
harvest is now available from the Ul Brassica Breeding and Research
program. Click here for spring canola, and here for winter canola
results. The program website also has a new URL.

Canola Prices Remain High
The canola market continues to be strong, with prices remaining

Cropping Systems Research and

N Extension Project (pdf).

& News, Legislation

and Perspectives
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- New Chair of

%8 Department of Crop and Soil
@1 Sciences Appointed

&% November 2, 2012

%824 Dr. Jim Harsh, a WSU faculty

member since 1983, will
succeed Dr. Rich Koenig
effecitve January 1.

PNW Canola Producers and
Researcher Comment on
Increased Acreage

October 18, 2012

Increased winter wheat yields
following canola and a strong
market are boosting acres,
according to Jeff Schibel, Steve
Riggers, and Dr. Jack Brown.

Fire at Odessa Union
Warehouse Elevator

October 17, 2012

Fire crews were called to a fully
engaged fire at the storage
facility just before 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday. Elevators contain
wheat, barley and canola but the
amount of damage and cause of
the fire is not yet known.

Washington Canola Growers
Quoted in Series about
Agricultural Crops

* Direct access to
regional research
reports, workshop
presentations, current
news and events

e Visits from 21

countries, 31 states, 45
cities in WA



