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Abstract:

Citizen science is an approach to research that benefits society through both research and participation
outcomes. While limited in its application, there is enormous potential to engage the public more directly in
plant disease research. In addition to the value of citizen science initiatives for early detection and monitoring,
they also contribute widely to raising awareness, informing decisions to reduce pathogen spread, and finding
resistant plant material for restoration of landscapes degraded by disease. The aim of this seminar is to provide
an overview of the merit of citizen science for biosecurity surveillance, highlight ongoing and upcoming
projects and findings within the WSU Department of Plant Pathology, and discuss possible applications for
engaging the public in more collaborative plant disease research projects at WSU.
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