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Commencement at Washington State 
University Spokane represents the 
culmination of a student’s academic 
achievement. It is a time for celebration 
and reflection for students, families, 
faculty, and staff. It brings together the 
campus community to share the joy of 
the accomplished goals of our students.

The commencement ceremony serves 
a dual purpose: to mark a point of 
achievement, thus completing a chapter 
in the lives of students and those 
who support them, and to encourage 
continued pursuit of learning, personal 
fulfillment, and engagement with their 
local and worldwide communities.

COMMENCEMENT & CONVOCATION FALL 2022
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DECEMBER 9, 2022 | SPOKANE, WA

Processional (audience please stand)

Welcome Mary Koithan, Ph.D., Dean, WSU College of Nursing

Guest Speaker Daryll DeWald, Ph.D., Vice President, WSU Health Sciences,  
 Chancellor, WSU Spokane

Student Speaker Spencer Cole

Awards and Recognition 

Introduction and Pinning of Graduates 

Closing Remarks Mary Koithan, Ph.D., Dean, WSU College of Nursing

Recessional 
(please remain seated until faculty and students have left the stage)

Washington State University Fight Song (please see page 8)
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2022-2023 FACTS & FIGURES

1400+
Students

600+
Employees

The Washington State University 
Spokane campus was created in 1989 
as one of six campuses that make 
up the Washington State University 
system. Located in Spokane’s 
University District, WSU Spokane 
offers degrees leading to careers 
in audiology, biomedical sciences, 
dietetics, exercise, K–12 education 
administration, medicine, nursing, 
pharmacy & pharmaceutical sciences, 
and speech pathology.

Medicine

Nursing

Pharmacy & 
Pharmaceutical 

Sciences

3 
Colleges

DEGREE PROGRAMS OFFERED: 

Medicine 

Nursing 

Nutrition & Exercise Physiology

Pharmacy

Speech & Hearing

AREAS OF RESEARCH:

Addiction

Autism

Cancer

Chronic illness & disability

Community health

Drug delivery & safety

Native & rural health

Neurological disease and brain function

Pharmacology

Rare genetic disorders

Sleep

$34 Million
in Grant & Contract 

Funding (FY22)

85% Washington Residents

30% First Generation

72% Female Students

38% Black, Indigenous, & 
other Students of Color
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CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Dear Graduate,

Today, we welcome you as our 
nursing colleague and one of more 
than 10,000 Coug Nurses nationwide. 
What an amazing career you have 
chosen --- nurses are in almost every 
organization that you could imagine. 
Not only do you have a lifetime of 
opportunity in hospitals, urgent cares, 

clinics and private practice, you can lead healthcare initiatives 
in large corporations, museums, non-profits, and schools. You 
can teach, engage in research and discovery, or participate 
in digital innovation. Whatever you choose to do, you begin 
your nursing career at a time when your degree is highly 
valued, and the public appreciates how talented nurses are!

You might be asking whether you are ready. I can assure you 
that anyone who has the tenacity, grit, and good humor that 
you have shown over the past two years is prepared to excel 
no matter where you choose to practice. Our profession 
welcomes you with open arms, confident that every one 
of you are well prepared to meet these challenges.  But, 
please don’t forget where all of this began. Come back, 
visit us often, tell us what you’re doing, and above all else, 
choose to mentor students and new nurses along the way. 
We will be waiting to see your accomplishments and share 
in your successes.

As you leave us, your faculty and I leave you with three 
wishes. We wish you incredible joy. Please stop every 
once in a while to appreciate the simple pleasures and the 

relationships that you are creating. We wish you more – 
more ups than downs, more gives than takes, more hugs 
than ughs. Remember-- finding more happens when you live 
authentically, with purpose and meaning and doing rather 
than dreaming. And finally, we wish you wonder. As nurses, 
you will share life’s most precious and sacred moments – an 
infant’s first breath, a teenager’s final day of chemo, and a 
couple’s final goodbye. Care for yourself so that you never 
lose that sense of wonder as life unfolds around you. 

And, now go forth with confidence and faith and be awesome! 
My sincere congratulations to each of you. 

Mary Koithan, Ph.D., CNS-BC, FAAN
Dean, Washington State University College of Nursing

Let me dedicate my life today
To the care of those who come my way

Let me touch each one with a healing hand
And the gentle art of which I stand
And then tonight when day is done

Let me rest in peace I’ve helped just one.
- a nurse’s pledge
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It is a tremendous privilege to share 
this exciting and well deserved 
transition in your life.

It is a day for you to recognize your 
accomplishments and to reflect on 
what you have learned and how you 
have changed, remembering how 
others have believed in you and 
invested in you.

Our mission is to focus your intellectual, creative and 
practical abilities and help you build upon them. We are here 
to deliberately enable you to grow. As you step out beyond 
WSU Spokane, know that as our reputation as a world-class 
research and health sciences campus continues to rise, it 
is in part due to your success. Know you will always have 
a home and family here at Washington State University. In 
your future, I hope you will stay connected to the university, 
to the faculty and staff who have mentored you, and to the 
friends with whom you have shared this time. 

Every year we build on past successes that lay a foundation 
for new opportunities. I challenge each graduate to take 
their educational experiences and seize the opportunity to 
make a difference in the world. This is your moment, and no 
one deserves it more. Congratulations, you have earned it.

Daryll B. DeWald, Ph.D.
VP, Washington State University Health Sciences
Chancellor, Washington State University Spokane

Congratulations, Class of 2022, 
on completing the requirements 
for an academic degree from 
Washington State University. It is an 
honor to celebrate the outstanding 
achievements that brought you to 
this pivotal moment.

I salute your efforts, as well as 
those of everyone who helped you 

reach this milestone. During your collegiate years,  you 
demonstrated resiliency and a can-do attitude that Cougs 
are known for worldwide. You adapted, persevered, and 
stayed focused on the ultimate prize of earning a degree.

Take time to celebrate this life-changing accomplishment. 
As you join a Cougar alumni community that spans the 
globe, I encourage you to remain involved with your alma 
mater. As you know, ‘Once a Coug, always a Coug.’ Going 
forward, you’ll find that your WSU friends, colleagues, and 
Coug alums always have your back— both professionally 
and personally.

Best wishes, and Go Cougs!

Kirk H. Schulz, Ph.D.
President, Washington State University
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COLLEGE OF NURSING CANDIDATES

Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing

Kailie Drumm

Cheryl Lewis

Master of Nursing

Emily Gray

RN-Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Vladislav Lisovskiy

Elissa Pennebaker

Hollie Stepper

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Abigail Albrecht

Stephanie Baglan

Lauren Berg

Emily Boothman

Alexandrea Borres

Alica Buehrig

Tiffany Cao

Alexandra Chiarenza

Spencer Cole

Brittany Cotton

Ryan Cowart

Ryan Duclos

Paige Edberg

Courtney Finney

Tove Fostvedt

Jamie Fowler

Jacob Grisaffi

Brittni Harris

Paiten Hart

Sophia Hatteberg

Dustin Haywood

Lauren Hepler

Kayla Heutmaker

Jordan Ho

Shayla Hood

Christina Hser

Lasha Johnson

Timothy Joy II

Charis Kim

Clemence Kitambala

Chloe Koehler

LaRena Leas

Emma Lee

Sarah Lehman

Alyssa Martin

Aidan McCrum

Leilani Meneses

Sarah Moore

Claire Morrison

Promise Mourar



7

Megan Mullin

Lainey Nations

Hayley Nebel

Olivia Newcomb

Crystalynn Nguyen

Amanda Nigg

Mackenzie Nino

Canni Nwokorie-Vincent

Hannah Oldson

Madelyn Parkey

Shreya Patel

Dezeray Paz

Madison Peffers

Madison Perry

Sofia Pizzillo

Sharanjot Punghlia

Kendalyn Purcell

Madelyn Quigley

Allison Rader

Desiree Sebastian

Talitha Seymour

Yeonsu Sim

Cameron Singley

Ana-Maria Sipko

Jessica Sloan

Andrea Smith

Kristina Stevanovic

Anna Syverson

Naomi Taylor

Elise Tejano

Elizabeth Thayer

Bailey Thompson

Arianna Torno

Lauren Vagt

Kiana Vandaele

Michaela Vincent-Williams

Thomas Williamson

Tyler Wilson

Morgan Winder

Rachel White

Brian Wood

Emily Wood

Madelynn Woodland

Nouci Yang

Yon Yi
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ONCE A COUG, ALWAYS A COUG

WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY 
FIGHT SONG 

Fight, fight, fight for Washington State! 
Win the victory!
Win the day for Crimson and Gray! 
Best in the West, 
we know you’ll all do your best, so
On, on, on, on! Fight to the end! 
Honor and Glory you must win! 
So fight, fight, fight for 
Washington State and victory!

W...A...S.H.I...N...G...T.O.N... 
S...T...A.T.E... 
C...O...U.G.S! 

GO COUGS!!

Names in this program include only those students 
who have applied for a Fall 2022 graduation date. 
Names are not necessarily representative of those 
attending the fall commencement ceremony.

Appearance of a name in this program is presumptive 
evidence of graduation and graduation honors, but it 
must not in any manner be regarded as conclusive. 
The diploma of the University, signed and sealed by 
its proper officers, remains the official testimony of 
the degree awarded.

spokane.wsu.edu


