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Anthropogenic salinization of
freshwater systems via saltwater
encroachment, road deicing salt run-
off, drought, and surface mining are
threatening the health of plants and
animals, including humans, across
the globe. This seminar will review
these issues and focus on the ways
salinization is adversely affecting
amphibians across their life cycle,
the most endangered group of
vertebrate animals.

Dr. Crespi seeks to understand how environmental stressors and nutrition affect early developmental
processes in vertebrates. She focuses on examining the ways in which the neuroendocrine stress axis
and energy balance factors interact to regulate growth, morphogenesis, and immune function during
early life stages. She studies how these endocrine systems program later life behavior, physiology,
growth, and reproduction through their organizing effects during early development.
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