
 

 

 
 

PARTICIPANTS 
In-person and virtual guests are listed 

 

Abhijit R. Abhyankar (PhD) is a NTPC Chair Professor of Electrical Engineering Department at Indian Institute of Technology Delhi, 
New Delhi, India. Currently, he is also a member of Global Future Council on Clean Electrification of World Economic Forum. He has 
acted as expert member of various committees established by the Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC) to provide 
technical support to resolve regulatory issues. He is member of National Reliability Council for Electricity (NRCE), set-up by Ministry of 
Power, Government of India, through Central Electricity Authority (CEA). He is also a member of Taskforce on PoC Transmission Pricing 
Review, constituted by Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC), New Delhi. He has handled important projects and done 
consultancies for various agencies like POWERGRID, Maharashtra Electricity Regulatory Commission, National High Speed Railway 
Corporation, Department of Science & Technology, Indian Energy exchange, Mercaods EMI Pvt. Ltd. and State Electricity Utilities. He 
has more than hundred papers published in various International journals, International conferences and National conferences to 
his credit. He has developed one web-based course titled – “Restructured Power Systems” which is available on NPTEL website 

(http://nptel.iitm.ac.in/courses/108101005/). His current research interests: Power System Analysis and optimization, Power Markets, Distribution 
System Operator (DSO), Power Industry Policy and regulatory matters, Smart Grids, Transmission System Flexibility. abhyankar@ee.iitd.ac.in 

 

Yashodhan Agalgaonkar (Mʼ13-SMʼ20) received the M.S. degree in electrical power engineering from the Chalmers University 
of Technology, Gothenburg, Sweden, in 2006, and the Ph.D. degree in electrical power engineering from Imperial College London, 
London, U.K., in 2014.From 2006 to 2010, he was with Crompton Greaves, Mumbai, India, and with Converteam (currently GE 
Power Conversion), Berlin, Germany, as a Senior Research Engineer. During his tenure with Crompton Greaves and Converteam, 
he was involved in research about power transmission and distribution operation. He was a Post-Doctoral Researcher with Imperial 
College London, London,UK in 2014. From 2015 to 2017, he was a Scientist and Engineer with the Pacific Northwest National 
Laboratory, Energy and Environment Division, Richland, WA, US. From 2018 to 2019 he was a Research and Development Head in 
Power/Energy Systems with Enzen Global Solutions Bangalore, India. With Enzen Yash focused on Power Systems consulting and 
DERMS implementation for Australian and European market. Yash is reviewer of IEEE transactions on Sustainable Energy/Smart 
Grids and contributes as associate editor of IEEE transactions on Power Systems. Currently Yash works as a Senior Researcher with 

National Renewable Energy Lab. Apart from technology Yash is also interested in technology policy issues. yashodhan.a@nrel.gov 

 

Anuradha Annaswamy is Founder and Director of the Active-Adaptive Control Laboratory in the Department of Mechanical 
Engineering at MIT.  Her research interests span adaptive control theory and its applications to aerospace, automotive, propulsion, 
and energy systems as well as cyber physical systems such as Smart Grids, Smart Cities, and Smart Infrastructures. She has received 
best paper awards (Axelby; CSM), as well as Distinguished Member and Distinguished Lecturer awards from the IEEE Control 
Systems Society (CSS) and a Presidential Young Investigator award from NSF. She is a Fellow of IEEE and International Federation 
of Automatic Control. She is the recipient of the Distinguished Alumni award from Indian Institute of Science for 2021. Anu 
Annaswamy is the author of a graduate textbook on adaptive control, co-editor of two vision documents on smart grids as well as 
two editions of the Impact of Control Technology report, and a coauthor of a 2021 National Academy of Sciences Committee report 
on the Future of Electric Power in the United States. She served as the President of CSS in 2020. She has been serving as a Faculty 
Lead in the Electric Power Systems workstream in the MIT Future Energy Systems Center since September 2021. 

 

Murali Baggu is Laboratory Program Manager for Grid Integration at NREL. In this role, he manages the DOE Office of Electricity 
and Grid Modernization Initiative (GMI) programs at NREL. He currently directs and leads the NREL’s Advanced Distribution 
Management Systems and Puerto Rico Grid Recovery and Resilience efforts. Dr. Baggu is a Senior Member of IEEE since 2014 and 
presently chair of IEEE Distribution System Operation & Planning sub-committee. He is   also Associate Editor for the IEEE 
Transactions on Sustainable Energy. He has extensive experience in advanced grid   control and evaluation for future power systems 
with high levels of distributed energy resources. This includes ADMS, microgrid applications, and energy-storage applications. 
Before joining NREL he worked as a Lead Power Systems Engineer at GE Global Research, Niskayuna, NY, where he developed 
advanced Volt/VAR control and DER management algorithms. 

At GE, he also led the technology development and deployment of large-scale energy storage integration with photovoltaic systems 
for Department of Defense Marine Corps installations. He has five patents and more than fifty publications in   these areas. His research interests 
include grid integration of renewables systems (wind and PV), energy storage system integration, distribution automation and grid operations and 
control. He has a Ph.D. in Power Engineering from Missouri S&T. murali.baggu@nrel.gov 
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Miroslav M. Begovic (Life Fellow, IEEE) is currently the Department Head of Electrical and Computer Engineering and the 
College of Engineering Excellence Professor at Texas A&M University. Prior to that, he was a Professor and the Chair of the Electric 
Energy Research Group, School of Electrical and Computer Engineering, and an Affiliated Faculty Member of the Brook Byers 
Institute for Sustainable Systems and the University Center of Excellence in Photovoltaic Research at Georgia Institute of 
Technology. He delivered over 100 keynote and invited presentations worldwide. He was a recipient of the IEEE PES 2019 
Meritorious Service Award. He is a former Chair of the Emerging Technologies Coordinating Committee of IEEE PES, the IEEE PES 
Treasurer (2010–2011), and the IEEE PES Distinguished Lecturer. He served as the President-Elect, the President, and the 
Immediate Past President of the IEEE Power and Energy Society (2012–2018). ECEN-dh@tamu.edu 

 
 

Chaitali Bhattacharya is a Principal Science Officer at Indo-US Science & Technology Forum (IUSSTF). Her role involves 
conceptualizing, designing and administrating programs in the priority areas of Science, Technology, Innovation, Capacity building 
and Entrepreneurial. With a Master’s Degree in Botany from Delhi University and Doctorate study on the role of fungal bio agents 
for the managements of disease complex. She has done her Post Doctorate in Plant signalling molecule: Strigolactone, from ARO, 
Volcani Centre, Israel. Her Professional Experience of over 17 years includes Research & Development in organisations like Indian 
Institute of Horticultural Research (IIHR), Bangalore, International Panaacea Ltd (IPL), New Delhi and The Energy Research Institute 
(TERI), New Delhi. This was followed by working as a Scientist at the Technology Development Board, GOI, with role of designing 
and implementing programs to help in development and commercial application of indigenous technology. chaitali@iusstf.org 

 

Anjan Bose is a Regents Professor and the Distinguished Professor of Electric Power Engineering at Washington State University 
in Pullman, Washington, where he previously served as the Dean of the College of Engineering & Architecture. He has served at 
the US Department of Energy as a Senior Advisor to the Under Secretary on the electric power grid. He is a leading researcher on 
the operation and control of the electric power grid. He has over 40 years experience working in the electric power industry and 
academe. Dr. Bose is a Member of the US National Academy of Engineering, a Foreign Fellow of the Indian National Academy of 
Engineering, and a Fellow of the Institute of Electrical & Electronics Engineers (IEEE). He was the recipient of the Outstanding 
Power Engineering Educator Award, the Third Millenium Medal, and the Herman Halperin Electric Transmission & Distribution 
Award from the IEEE. He was appointed by the governor to the board of directors of the Washington Technology Center, and by 
the US Secretary of Energy on the committee to study the 1999 and 2003 power blackouts. He has served on several committees 
of the US National Academies including those for Engineering Education, Cybersecurity Research, Power Grid Security, and 

America’s Energy Future. bose@wsu.edu 

 

Jeannine Burke is the Energy Systems Innovation Center (ESIC) Manager and UI-ASSIST Fiscal Manager. She has been with WSU 
since 2000 – starting at ESIC in 2016 as the Grant Administrator. The positions she has held during her time at WSU, have given 
her a well-rounded skill set for all areas of administration with an emphasis on budget and administrative management. Prior to 
working at WSU, Jeannine spent 13 years working for Whitman County and within the private sector. She has also managed her 
own successful business for over 30 years. She is especially excited to work on this project not only for the unique challenges, but 
for the lasting friendships she is making amongst our national and international partners. burkejl@wsu.edu 

 

 

Sayonsom Chanda is a Research Engineer at NREL. He received a MSEE and Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering from Washington 
State University. Prior to joining NREL, Dr. Chanda was a Senior Data Scientist at National Grid, and the Chief Technology Officer at 
Sync Energy. sayonsom.chanda@nrel.gov 

 

Alex Chorey is a principal Engineer at Snohomish County PUD in the transmission engineering group. Electrical Engineering 
degree from Gonzaga University with 13 years of utility engineering experience. Currently leading utility sponsored small-
microgrid project studies. amchorey@snopud.com 
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Jorge Cisneros-Saldana (Student Member, IEEE) received a B.E. degree in Electromechanical Engineering from Universidad 
Privada Boliviana (UPB), Bolivia, in 2013, a M.B.A. with emphasis in the Power and Energy sector from Universidad Privada Boliviana 
(UPB), Bolivia, in 2016 and, a M.S. degree in Energy Systems Engineering from Texas A&M University, College Station, TX, USA, in 
2017. He is currently working towards a Ph.D. degree in Electrical Engineering at Texas A&M University, College Station, TX, USA. 
His current research interests include microgrids, smart grids, renewable energy, control, optimization, inverter/converter design, 
grid protections, relay design, and data science for power. jicisneros@tamu.edu 

 

 

Thomas Familia is a 3rd year PhD student with a primary interest in understanding energy transition paths; previously employed 
at PacifiCorp as an Energy Forecaster and at the Oregon Public Utility Commission as a Senior Renewable Energy Analyst.Co-author 
in the following articles: Horne, Christine, Emily Huddart Kennedy, and Thomas Familia. 2021. “Rooftop Solar in the United States: 
Exploring Trust, Utility Perceptions, and Adoption Among California Homeowners.” Energy Research & Social Science 
82(C):102308. doi: 10.1016/j.erss.2021.102308 Horne, Christine, and Thomas Familia. 2021. “Norms, Norm Sets, and Reference 
Groups: Implications for Household Interest in Energy Technologies.” Socius: Sociological 

Research for a Dynamic World 7:237802312110390. doi: 10.1177/23780231211039035. tfamilia@wsu.edu 

 

 

Gabriella Franchois is the Research Operations Project Manager at Flatirons Campus of NREL, managing the DRTS equipment 
that is utilized in different types of research projects. She ensures that researchers have all resources available to be able to meet 
their research objectives. 

 

 

Megha Gupta has received the M.Tech. degree in Integrated Power Systems from Visvesvaraya National Institute of Technology, 
Nagpur, India, in 2016. She is currently working towards a Ph.D. degree at the Department of Electrical Engineering, Indian Institute 
of Technology Delhi, India. Her research interests include Transmission/Distribution System Steady-State Analysis, Operation and 
Planning; Power System optimization, Power System Security, and Energy Markets. meghagupta1191@gmail.com 

 

 

Rabab Haider is a PhD candidate at MIT, Department of Mechanical Engineering, working under Dr. Annaswamy. Her involvement 
with the UI-ASSIST team includes Themes 3, 6, and 7, with a focus on distributed optimization algorithms used within control 
frameworks for smart grids, and development of distribution-level retail markets for more efficient electricity pricing and resource 
utilization. She is a graduate from MIT and the University of Toronto. rhaider@mit.edu 

 

 

John Hieb, P.E. graduated from the University of Idaho with a bachelors degree in Electrical Engineering and has worked in the 
power utility industry for 15 years. His work has focused on SCADA software, high-penetration renewable transient stability 
studies, distribution management system configuration and maintenance, and distributed energy resources planning. He has 
worked at Snohomish County PUD in the planning and protection department for 6 years. His interests include tennis, disc golf, 
and cycling. jdhieb@snopud.com  
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Rob Hovsapian spent almost 20 years working for General Dynamics, TRW, Northrop Grumman and as an associate scholar 
scientist / faculty, for the Mechanical Engineering department and program manager at the Center for Advanced Power Systems 
for the Electric Ship Research and Development Consortium (ESRDC) for the Office of Naval Research. Currently he serves as 
Research Advisor at National Renewable Energy Laboratory. Previously he worked as a Scientist/ Department Manager for Power 
& Energy Systems at Idaho National Laboratory, supporting the Wind and Water program at US Department of Energy in 
Washington DC. He has been responsible for the successful establishment /deployment of several flexible manufacturing startup 
facilities globally, working on multiple continents and with many cultures, which produced sophisticated defense electronics 
equipment, complex automotive systems, and advanced semiconductors. Dr. Hovsapian has personally been recognized nationally 
for his process improvement activities in manufacturing excellence and currently is actively working on energy systems modeling. 
He has number of publications in the field of energy systems, thermodynamics optimization, thermal modeling, wind energy, and 

controls. He received the M.S. degree in control and the Ph.D. degree in energy systems from the Mechanical Engineering Department, Florida State 
University. rob.hovsapian@nrel.gov 

 

Gary Huffman has 30+ years of utility design, construction and operations experience and currently serves as a Senior Client 
Relations Manager for Burns & McDonnell’s Transmission & Distribution business line. In this capacity he supports utility clients in 
the development of strategies designed to support Grid Modernization to improve system reliability and resiliency through the 
deployment of innovative smart grid technology. Gary is currently the Vice Chair of the EEI Distribution Reliability / Resiliency 
Working Group and Chair of the IEEE Distribution Resiliency Working Group. He holds a BS degree in Manufacturing and Industrial 
Engineering from California State Polytechnic University, Pomona and a Project Management Certification from the University of 
California Irvine. gbhuffman@burnsmcd.com 

 

 

Ashok Mohan Jadhav is working as an Institute Post-Doctoral fellow with the Department of Electrical Engineering at the Indian 
Institute of Technology, Delhi. His research is focused on the local flexibility market design along with policy, regulations, and grid 
optimization problems related to the distribution system operator (DSO). amjadhav@ee.iitd.ac.in 

 

Linli Jia is currently working towards the PhD degree in electrical and computer engineering at Washington State University, 
Pullman, WA, US. Her current research interests include distribution system resilience evaluation and optimal operation with 
consideration of rich DERs integration. She received the B.E. degree in electrical engineering from the Shanxi University, Taiyuan, 
China, in 2010, and the M.E. degree in electrical engineering from North China Electric University, Beijing, China, in 2013. Before 
enrolled in the PhD program, she had worked as an electrical engineer with Shanxi Economic and Technical Research Institute of 
SGCC, Taiyuan, Shanxi, China. linli.jia@wsu.edu 

 

 

Nandini Kannan is the Executive Director of the Indo U.S Science and Technology Forum. Dr. Kannan spent over 20 years in 
academia, first as a faculty member and then as Chair, Department of Management Science and Statistics at the University of 
Texas at San Antonio (UTSA). Since 2014, Dr. Kannan has served as a Program Director at the US National Science Foundation 
(NSF). She serves on the Board of Trustees of the International Indian Statistical Association (IISA) and is a former President of IISA. 
She brings leadership experience in academia and government, an understanding of the critical role that science and technology 
play in this global inter-connected society, and a deep commitment to education and workforce development. Dr. 

Kannan received her B. Sc. in Statistics from Presidency College, Chennai and an M. Sc. degree in Statistics from the University of 
Madras before joining the Indian Statistical Institute as a Junior Research Fellow. She received an M.S. in Mathematics from the 
University of Pittsburgh, and a Ph.D. in Statistics from The Pennsylvania State University. She is a Fellow of the American Statistical 

Association and an Elected Member of the International Statistical Institute. nandinai.kannan@iusstf.org 

 

Amey Karkare completed his Ph.D. from IIT Bombay in 2009 and his B.Tech. from IIT Kanpur in 1998. His areas of interest include 
Intelligent Tutoring Systems, Program Analysis, Compiler Optimizations, and Functional Programming. He has more than seven 
years of industrial experience, most of which is in Compiler Optimizations. He is an Associate Professor in the Department of CSE 
at IIT Kanpur. He was the head of the Computer Center and Associate Dean for Digital Infrastructure at IIT Kanpur from Dec 2017 
to April 2019. He was Vice-Chairman for GATE-JAM 2020 and 2021 for the IIT Kanpur zone. Dr. Karkare received the prestigious 
Infosys fellowship during his Ph.D. and P. K. Kelkar Young Research Fellowship at IIT Kanpur. He has been a visiting researcher at 
Microsoft Research, Redmond, and IIT Bombay. Last few years, his focus is on improving how introductory programming courses 
are taught. He has co-taught large online courses on programming that had the registration of more than 30,000 students. The 
software he developed has been used at several premier institutes in India like IIT Kanpur, IIT Bombay, IISc Bangalore, IIT Goa, 
IISER Bhopal, to name a few. Dr. Karkare has also received several awards in recognition of his excellence in the use of innovation 

and technology to improve the quality of undergraduate teaching. karkare@iitk.ac.in 
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Arun Kumar Karngala is a doctoral candidate with the Electrical and Computer Engineering Department at Texas A&M 
University. His primary area of research is power system reliability with a focus on distribution systems, distributed energy 
resources, reliability evaluation. Other areas of interest include renewable energy systems, power markets. 
arun.particlephy@tamu.edu 

 

 

Muhammad Ali Shah Khan is a graduate student in Electrical Engineering at Washington State University, working towards a 
degree focused in Power Engineering. He also works as a part-time intern with a local company, Schweitzer Engineering 
Laboratories in the communications systems research and development areas. Prior to coming at WSU he worked as a Operations 
& Maintenance Engineer in a large facilities management set-up. He is originally from Asia, where the deep seated structural issues 
in the power sector motivated him to take engineering as a career choice. ali.khan909@yahoo.com 

 

Rabia Khan received her M.S. degree from the School of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, Washington State 
University, Pullman, WA, U.S., in 2017. She is currently pursuing her Ph.D. degree at the Washington State University, Pullman, 
WA. Her current research is on D.C. islanded microgrids for rural electrification. Her research interest is in optima power flow, 
optimal power dispatch, and neighborhood-level power-sharing. rabia.khan@wsu.edu 

 

 

Pritpal Khanuja is an experienced Technology Leader in Software Engineering and Digital Solutions. He leads the delivery of 
Digital Solutions, IoT, Distributed System, and Application Development based products and platforms. He has a good 
understanding of distributed energy management systems, Microgrid, EV, Renewable and storage controllers.  
k-pritpal@lntecc.com 

 

 

Mohammad Khoshjahan received the B.Sc. degree in electrical engineering from Amirkabir University of Technology (the 
Tehran Polytechnic), Tehran, Iran, in 2015, and the M.S. degree in electrical engineering from Sharif University of Technology, 
Tehran, Iran, in 2017. He is now pursuing the PhD degree with Prof. Mladen Kezunovic at Texas A&M University, TX, USA. His 
research interests include optimization aspects of power systems, electric energy markets, power system flexibility, integration of 
renewable resources, energy storage systems, and smart power grids. mohammad.kh@tamu.edu 

 

 

Umesh Kumar works as Under Secretary with the Government of India. He is an officer of Central Secretariat Service. He is 
presently posted in the Finance Division of Department of Science & Technology. He has pursued Master of Science in 
mathematics. umeshkumar.edu@nic.in 
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Asif Lalani is an accomplished program growth leader with over 25+ years of experience driving results and successfully 
supporting projects incorporating a wide range of technologies and applications. Asif has worked in utility industry for over 20 
years delivering and supporting Demand Response, Storage, BESS, EMS, DMS, OMS and many other applications for some of the 
largest utilities in U.S. He has extensive experience in running network operations and global support centers. 
asif.lalani@lntecc.com 

 

Subir Majumder received his Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering under the cotutelle of the Indian Institute of Technology Bombay, 
Mumbai, India, and the University of Wollongong, Wollongong, NSW, Australia. He worked as a postdoctoral fellow in Smart Grid 
Demonstration and Research Investigation Laboratory at Washington State University, Pullman, WA, USA. He is currently working 
as an Engineering Scientist at West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV, USA. Subir has recently received POSOCO Power System 
Awards (PPSA) under the Doctoral category and was nominated for Best Ph.D. Thesis award from IITB and Outstanding Ph.D. 
Thesis from UOW. His research interests include Cyber-Physical Power Systems Modeling, Resilient Operations, Power System 
Economics, and the Smart Grid. He is also interested in the computational aspects of power systems optimization. 
subir.majumder@mail.wvu.edu 

 

 
Gururaj Mirle Vishwanath is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering, IIT Kanpur. He received his Ph.D 
in the area of power system from IIT Roorkee. His area of interests includes development of Renewable penetration challenges to 
the grid, EV integration Challenges to Power Systems, Machine learning application to power systems. He is Co-PI of Indo-US UI 
Assist Project. He is also the recipient of POSOCO Power System Award under Doctoral thesis category for the year 2021, Received 
AWSAR Award 2021 for the popular science article under the PDF category and has also received Best Paper Award from IEEE IAS 
sponsored GUCON 2021. Under his guidance currently 3 Ph.D and 3 M.Tech students are carrying out research in the field of 
renewables and EV. He has in total 13 IEEE International Publications including 4 IEEE Transactions. He is serving as a reviewer in 
the IEEE Transactions of Power Systems, Smart Grid, Sustainable Energy, Industry Applications, IEEE PES General Meeting etc. He 
is the member of IEEE and Switching Working Group (WG), IEEE PES Transmission Subcommittee. 
gururajmv@iitk.ac.in 

 

Mahesh K. Mishra (S’00–M’02–SM’10) received the B.Tech. degree from the College of Technology, Pantnagar, India, in 1991, 
the M.E. degree from the Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee, India, in 1993, and the Ph.D. degree from the Indian Institute 
of Technology, Kanpur, India, in 2002, all in electrical engineering. He has about 28 years of teaching and research experience. For 
about ten years, he was with the Department of Electrical Engineering, Visvesvaraya National Institute of Technology, Nagpur, 
India. He is currently a Professor with the Department of Electrical Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology Madras Chennai, 
India. His research interests include the areas of power distribution systems, power electronics, microgrids, and renewable energy 
systems. Prof. Mahesh is a Life Member of the Indian Society of Technical Education. He received the IETE Prof. Bimal Bose Award 
in 2015 for his outstanding contributions to Power Electronics Applications in Power Systems. Prof. Mahesh is a Fellow of Indian 
National Academy of Engineering and Institute of Engineers (India) and a Fellow of Institute of Engineers (India). He has served as 
an Editor for the IEEE Transactions on Sustainable Energy from June 2014 to July 2019.  mahesh@ee.iitm.ac.in 

 

Manish Mohanpurkar is an R&D scientist and expert (10+ years) in Power Systems Engineering, Smart Grid, and E-Mobility. 
Currently working as a Senior Researcher at National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL). Specific experience includes: 
1. Power and energy systems assessments (steady state, resilience, dynamic, and transient analysis), 2. Real time simulations and 
hardware-in-the-loop (HIL) for the integration of novel technologies with transmission networks, distribution networks, and 
microgrids, 3. Grid integration of distributed energy resources (DERs) and transportation electrification, and 4. Safe and secured 
integration of electric vehicles (EV) with the electric grid. 

Grid integration experience of research, development, and deployment of hydropower (pumped storage, run-of-the-river), 
microgrids, hydrogen refueling stations, wind, photovoltaics, EVs, DERs, etc. Technical Advisor to the Department of Energy (DOE) 
for the areas of electrified transportation with focus on smart charge management, cybersecurity, and high power charging. 

Expertise includes hardware-in-the-loop (HIL), Electromagnetic Transient Analysis (PSCAD, RTDS), Power Systems Analysis (PSLF, PSS/E, PowerFactory), 
and Microgrids (design, deployment, IEEE 2030.7 and 2030.8 standards). Served as technical lead and managed projects (&gt;$12M) from federal and 
state funding agencies including DOE, California Energy Commission (CEC), Idaho National Laboratory (INL), etc. manish.mohanpurkar@nrel.gov 

 

Jose Francisco Neto is a senior electrical engineer specializing in distribution feeder model analysis. His 7+ years of experience 
includes telecommunication network design and legacy equipment replacement, substation audits, meter data management, and 
a variety of distribution model studies (hosting capacity analysis, volt/VAR optimization, conservation voltage reduction, effects 
of smart inverter control and Python scripts for task automation). jneto@burnsmcd.com 
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Abheejeet Mohapatra received B. Tech in Electrical Engineering degree from College of Engineering and Technology (CET), 
Bhubaneswar under Biju Patnaik University of Technology (BPUT), Odisha in 2008. He received the POSCO Asia Fellowship during 
2006-2007 and the University Gold Medal in 2008 on securing the highest CGPA among all EE graduates in BPUT. He did M. Tech 
in Power Systems and Ph.D in Electrical Engineering from Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi (IITD) in 2010 and 2014, 
respectively. He has also received the POSOCO Power System Awards in 2014 for his research work under Doctoral category and 
the INAE Young Engineer Award in 2021. Currently, he is an Assistant Professor in Department of Electrical Engineering at Indian 
Institute of Technology Kanpur (IITK) since April 2015. He has served the IEEE UP Section in various capacities. His research 
interests include dealing with uncertainties in power system operation, planning, stability and protection. abheem@iitk.ac.in 

 

 

Mohit Murarka an Electrical Engineer, completed my MTech in Energy Technology, pursuing Ph.D. from the Department of 
Energy Science and Engineering, IIT Delhi. I am currently working in the field of Battery Energy Storage System and its application 
in grid energy storage in various application. 

 

 

Naveen Nagpal completed his Bachelors in Technology in Power (Electrical) from National Power Training Institute and Post 
Graduate Diploma in Operations Management from Indira Gandhi National Open University. He is also a Certified Energy Manager 
from Bureau of Energy Efficiency and has Certification in Project Management from Institute of Project Management Certification 
(the Certification Body of Project Management Associates). He is also a Certified RE Grid Manager and COBENEFITS Specialist in 
Renewable Energy from Renewables Academy (RENAC), Berlin, Germany. 

He is having more than 16 years of experience in Power Sector effectively managing projects across value chain of EHV 
transmission lines as well as LV distribution lines. Presently, he is working with BSES Rajdhani Power Limited, one of the DISCOMs 
in Delhi, towards integration of renewable energy into the distribution grid, managing EV charging infrastructure, pilot projects 
for deployment of Battery Energy Storage Systems and initiatives towards grid modernization and digitalization. He is also 

instrumental in imparting various trainings on rooftop solar PV and net-metering policies at various national institutes. He has also published various 
technical papers on topics including Microgrids, Battery Energy Storage, RE integration, impact of EV on distribution grid, etc. in National as well as 
International Conferences. naveen.nagpal@relianceada.com  

 

Vivek Narayanan was born in Kerala, India, in 1993. He received B. Tech. degree in Electrical and Electronics Engineering from 
the College of Engineering Thalassery, Kerala, India, in 2015 and the M. Tech. degree in Power Electronics and Drives from 
Government College of Engineering Kannur, Kerala, India, in 2017. He is currently working toward his Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering 
from the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IIT Delhi), India. His research interests include power electronics, solar energy 
conversion systems, energy storage, power quality improvement in the distribution systems and microgrids. 
viveksw.narayanan7@gmail.com 

 

 

Sanjeev Pannala is working as a Assistant Research Professor at Energy System Innovation Center, Washington State University 
Pullman. His research interests include distribution system resiliency, data-driven algorithms, ADMS, and Microgrids. He worked 
on the India-UK HEAPD project from October 2014-January 2018 to earn his Ph.D. degree at the Indian Institute of Technology 
Roorkee (IITR), India. Later, he joined as a research associate (RA) under the UIASSIST Project at the Indian Institute of Technology 
Roorkee (IITR), India, from Feb 2018-May2019. He received the Doctoral POSOCO Power System Award in 2020 for contributions 
during Ph.D. sanjeev.pannala@wsu.edu 

 

Mayank Panwar is a Research Engineer in the Power Systems Engineering Center at National Renewable Energy Laboratory in 
Golden, CO. He received his Ph.D. and M.S. degrees in Electrical Engineering from Colorado State University in Ft. Collins, CO in 
2017 and 2012, respectively. He has a B.Tech. degree in Electronics and Instrumentation engineering from A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 

Technical University (formerly U.P. Technical University), India in 2007. He was a Postdoctoral Researcher from Feb. 2017 to Nov. 
2017, Research Scientist from Nov. 2017 to Dec. 2019 in the Power and Energy Systems department at Idaho National Laboratory, 
Idaho Falls, ID, U.S.A. He has over 4 years of experience in thermal power plant operation and maintenance at NTPC Limited, India 
where he worked as a Control and Instrumentation Engineer. He has worked on several DOE-funded projects including GMLC 
RADIANCE in Alaska for resilient distribution systems. His research interests include microgrids, real-time modeling and 
simulations, co-simulation of electrical-mechanical-thermal systems, hardware-in-the-loop testing and advanced computing for 

grid operation. mayank.panwar@nrel.gov 
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Viresh S. Patel received a bachelor’s degree in electrical and electronics engineering from Rajiv Gandhi Proudyogiki 
Vishwavidyalaya, Bhopal, India, in 2011, and the M.Tech. degree in electrical engineering from the Veermata Jijabai Institute of 
Technology, Mumbai, India, in 2013. He is currently pursuing a PhD degree with the Electrical Engineering Department, IIT Kanpur, 
Kanpur, India., His research interests include smart grid monitoring and control, power system fault analysis, and power system 
stability analysis. He is working on the UIASSIST project for Theme-2 from IIT Kanpur. vireshpatel18@gmail.com 

 

 
Subho Paul received the M.E. degree in Electrical Engineering with Power systems specialization from Jadavpur University, 
Kolkata, India, in 2016. He has completed his Ph.D. degree in Electrical Engineering with the Department of Electrical Engineering 
at the Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee, Roorkee, India, in 2021. Currently, he is working as a postdoctoral research associate 
in the IndoUS UI-ASSIST project at IIT Roorkee His research interest includes power system optimization, distribution network 
optimal power flow, and application of deep learning techniques in power system. Dr. Paul was the recipient of the University 
Gold Medal for standing first in order of merit in the M.E. degree from Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India, in 2016. He also received 
Best Paper Award for the session Distribution System Analysis at International Conference on Power Systems, Jaipur, India, in 
2019. 

 

 

Michael Pesin is Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Advanced Grid Research and Development Division at the U.S. Department 
of Energy's Office of Electricity. His organization is responsible for the development and management of projects for “next 
generation” electricity delivery technologies and supporting activities to accelerate their introduction to the marketplace. Mr. 
Pesin has over 30 years of experience in the electric utility industry. He is licensed professional engineer and most of his career 
worked at electric utility companies leading engineering and technology organizations and directing development and execution 
of advanced technology programs spanning entire electric grid infrastructure from generation to transmission, distribution, and 
customers. Prior to joining DOE Mr. Pesin was also the founder and president of a management consulting company working with 
utilities, technology companies, and investors. He was a board member at several technology organizations, is actively involved 
with a number of electric power industry groups and is frequent speaker at the industry events. michael.pesin@hq.doe.gov 

 

Gaurav Prit, PhD Researcher in Department of Energy Science and Engineering at IIT Delhi. Research interest are Energy 
Management of Multi-Energy Systems, Power Market and Policy Perspective with respect to INDIA and World. Gaurav is currently 
working on Optimisation and Control Strategies for Multi-Energy system based Off grid Microgrids. gauravprit@gmail.com  

 

 

Md Fazley Rafy started his PhD in Computer Science(CS) at West Virginia University (WVU) in the Spring 2022. After completing 
his undergrad in Electrical and Electronics Engineering he started working as a network administrator. Even though the transition 
from Electrical to CS was full of difficulties, his sheer enthusiasm and keen interest, specifically in the Cyber Physical System, led 
him to believe in his efforts to become a researcher in this field. Currently, he is working as a Research Assistant in SG-REAL Lab of 
WVU under the supervision of Dr. Anurag K Srivastava. Besides enjoying his professional and academic life, he also loves to learn 
and play with different cyber-security and network forensic tools. 

 

J.B.V.Reddy is a graduate in Electronics & Communication Engineering from Delhi College of Engineering and MS (Research) from 
IIT Delhi. He has done his doctoral thesis on “Advanced Signal Processing and Machine Intelligence Techniques for Power Quality 
Assessment” from SOA University, Bhubaneswar. He has a professional career of more than two decades in promotion of science 
& technology through policy framework as well as direct intervention through various national and international R&D promotional 
programmes. At present, he is implementing clean energy research scheme supporting projects in the area of Smart Grids, Building 
Energy Efficiency, Methanol & DME, Air Pollution and Clean Coal Technologies involving academic institutions, national R&D labs 
and industry. jbvreddy@nic.in 
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Ahmed Y Saber received the Ph.D. degree from University of the Ryukyus, Japan, in 207. He is currently Principal Power Engineer 
(R&D), ETAP, USA. He develops tools for operation, optimization and control of intelligent distribution systems in ETAP using both 
deterministic and intelligent methods. His timely researches have been funded nationally and internationally including DoE. He 
won the IEEE Outstanding Engineer Award in Southern California, USA among more than 12,000 engineers for his contributions 
on smart- grid in 2012. He has published over 75 technical papers and holds 2 patents on power system. His research interests 
include smart- grid, storage, renewables, power system optimization-forecasting, cyber-physical systems, real-time systems, and 
operations research. ahmed.saber@etap.com 

 

Soumya Sahoo, working as a Project Engineer on the UI-ASSIST project. I am from the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, 
India. I have completed my MS(Research) from IIT Kanpur and currently working on Advance Distribution Management 
Systems(ADMS) as a part of the UI-ASSIST project. I have previously worked on the Smart Grid pilot project implemented at IIT 
Kanpur. Before my MS(Research) I was working in Odisha Power Transmission Corporation Limited which is a state power 
transmission utility in India as Assistant Manager(Electrical) responsible for the Operation and Maintenance of 132/33 KV grid S/S 
Chhend in the city Rourkela. I have also worked in the Central Electrical Supply Utility, Odisha which is a state distribution utility as 
Assistant Manager(Electrical). I was responsible for energy auditing and meter testing. Before this, I had worked as a Software 
Engineer at Infosys Technologies. My MS(Research) thesis is titled "Optimal dispatch scheduling for residential battery storage 
with solar photovoltaics". I have been awarded POSOCO award for this thesis work as well as the Eaton Pratibha award. 
soumyas@iitk.ac.in 

 

Soumya Ranjan Sahoo received the B.Tech. degree in electrical engineering from the Veer Surendra Sai University of 
Technology, Burla, India, in 2008, and the M.Tech. and Ph.D. degrees in systems and control engineering from the Indian Institute 
of Technology Bombay, Mumbai, India, in 2013-14. He then joined CSIR-National Aerospace Laboratories, Bangalore, India, for a 
period of f ive months. He is currently a faculty member with the Control and Automation Group, Department of Electrical 
Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur, Kanpur, India. His current research interests include control of unmanned 
vehicles, multiagent systems, and coordinated control and its applications to aerospace and electrical systems. srsahoo@iitk.ac.in  

 

 

Ajay Kumar Saxena holds a Master’s degree in Engineering (Electrical) from the University of Roorkee (now IIT, Roorkee) and 
MBA in Operations Management, India from Indira Gandhi National Open University. He has over 39 years of experience in the 
apex organizations in the power sector in India namely Central Electricity Authority (CEA), Ministry of Power (MoP) and Central 
Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC). He retired as Chief Engineer, CEA. During his career, he has handled important portfolios 
like Chief (Engineering) in CERC (2013-2016) and Director (Operation Monitoring) and Director (Transmission) in MoP (2005-12). 
At TERI, Mr Saxena is Sr. Fellow and Sr. Director of Electricity and Fuels Division and is responsible for all the projects in power 
sector. Currently, key focus areas of work are demand forecasting and supply side options, integrated demand – supply modeling, 
energy transitions, integration of renewable energy sources with the grid, load research, demand side management, smart grid, 
Battery Energy Storage System, E-mobility, policy and regulatory studies, capacity building programmes, etc. He possesses rich 
technical, policy, regulatory as well as research experience. He is a Fellow of Institution of Engineers (India). He is widely traveled. 

ak.saxena@teri.res.in 

 

Noel N. Schulz is the UI-ASSIST US Administrative Lead.  She received her B.S.E.E. and M.S.E.E. degrees from Virginia Tech, 
Blacksburg, VA, USA, and the Ph.D. degree in electrical engineering from the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN, USA. She 
is currently the Edmund O. Schweitzer III Chair of power apparatus and systems with the School of Electrical Engineering and 
Computer Science, Washington State University, Pullman, WA, USA. Since February 2020, she has been the Chief Scientist with 
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL), is in joint appointment as part of the PNNL/WSU Advanced Grid Institute (AGI). In 
July 2021, she became the Co-Director of AGI. She has been active for more than 27 years in teaching, research and service with 
six U.S. universities. Her research interests include computer applications in power system planning and operations including AI 
techniques. She is active in the IEEE Power and Energy Society (PES) and served as the IEEE PES President in 2012 and 2013. She 
was the recipient of the IEEE/PES Walter Fee Outstanding Young Power Engineer Award and the National Science Foundation 
CAREER Award. She is a Fellow of IEEE and ASEE. 

 

Ben Shannon graduated from Washington State University with his BS in Electrical Engineering with an emphasis in Power 
Systems in 2017. Since then, he has worked at Avista Utilities located in Spokane, WA. During his five years at Avista he has worked 
in Asset Management and Distribution Services before landing his current role in the Energy Innovation Lab. In the Innovation Lab 
he works on hardware-in-the-loop testing with their real time simulator as well as their various clean energy projects, such as 
deploying their companies first microgrid. 
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Ankush Sharma is currently working as associate professor in the department of electrical engineering at IIT Kanpur. Prior to joining 
the IIT Kanpur, he was working as assistant professor in the school of electrical sciences at IIT Bhubaneswar. In addition to 
academic experience of around 6 years, he has close to 16 years of industry experience, primarily in the Power system and smart 
grid domain. He holds Ph.D. and M. Tech. degrees in Electrical Engineering from IIT Kanpur and B. Tech. degree in Electrical 
Engineering from HBTI Kanpur. He is also a certified Project Management professional (PMP®) from Project Management Institute 
(PMI), USA and holds MBA degree in Finance. He has received various awards in his academic and professional career, including 
POSOCO Power System Award (PPSA) in 2015 for one of the best PhD thesis works. He has also received various appreciations and 
accolades during his professional and academic tenure. He is a senior member of IEEE. ansharma@iitk.ac.in 

 

Madhav Sharma is student at Department of Industrial and Management Engineering at Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, 
pursuing Ph.D. under the guidance of Prof. Dr. Anoop Singh, in the area of Energy Management in Distribution Market, with focus 
aspects like Distribution Market Modelling, Transactive Energy and Demand Response.  He has also been working as a Student 
Research Associate in project UI-ASSIST. He completed his masters in Electrical Energy Systems from GBPUAT - Pantnagar, with 
thesis title as Solar-PV Maximum Power Point Tracking using Boost Converter. He did his bachelors in Electrical and Electronics 
from Uttar Pradesh Technical University. madhavsh@iitk.ac.in  

 

 

Piyush Atul Sharma, Ph.D. Student, Electrical Engineering Department, Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur, Kalyanpur, 
Kanpur, India (208016). Areas of interest are Optimization, Optimal Power Flow, TSO – DSO Coordination, and Distribution System 
Operation and Operational Planning. aspiyush@iitk.ac.in 

 

 

Anoop Singh has more than 20 years’ experience in academics and industry. Dr. Singh founded the Centre for Energy Regulation 
(CER) and Energy Analytics Lab (EAL) at IIT Kanpur. Regularly contributes regulatory and policy submissions to Ministry of Power, 
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, NITI Aayog, Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC) and the State Electricity 
Regulatory Commissions (SERCs). He has been a member of numerous committees/working groups. His areas of interest include 
power sector reforms and regulation, power market development, energy/electricity pricing, renewable energy, smart grid, energy 
analytics, climate policy modelling, project financing and cross-border energy cooperation. He has several research papers and 
four books to his credit. He also worked earlier with Haryana Electricity Regulatory Commission. He is currently the editor of 
Regulatory Insights – a newsletter of CER, and Power Chronicle – a newsletter of EAL. He has undertaken assignments with the 
ADB, the World Bank, the UNCTAD, the UNU/IAS, the AIT, University of Cambridge, the Planning Commission as well as the industry. 
He has been a member of numerous committees/working groups. He is currently on the Central Advisory Committee (CAC) of 

CERC, and State Advisory Committee for the Electricity Regulatory Commissions of Delhi (DERC) and Meghalaya (MSERC). anoops@iitk.ac.in 

 

Chanan Singh is a University Distinguished Professor, Regents Professor and Irma Runyon Chair Professor in the Department of Electrical 
and Computer Engineering, Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas, USA. He served as the Department Head of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering Texas A&M from 1997 to 2005 and then as an Interim Head from 2012 to 2015. He also served as a Program Director 
at the National Science Foundation of USA and a Guest Professor at Tsinghua University. His research and consulting interests are in the 
foundational developments and applications of probabilistic methods for planning and operation of electric power grid. He has 
authored/co-authored more than 400 technical papers and four books and has contributed to several books. He has consulted with many 
major corporations and given short courses nationally and internationally. Dr. Singh is a member of the US National Academy of Engineering 
and a Fellow of Indian National Academy of Engineering. He is a Fellow of the IEEE and Fellow of Chinese Society of Electrical Engineering. 
He is the recipient of the 1998 Outstanding Power Engineering Educator Award given by the IEEE Power Engineering Society. For his 
research contributions, he was awarded a D.Sc. degree by the University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, SK, Canada, in 1997. He was 
recognized with the Merit Award by the PMAPS International Society for life long achievements. He is the inaugural recipient of the IEEE-

PES Roy Billinton Power System Reliability Award. singh@ece.tamu.edu 

 

Kamini Singh, is a research scholar in the Department of Industrial and Management Engineering (DIME), Indian Institute of 
Technology Kanpur, Uttar-Pradesh, India. She is working on Theme 7 of UI-ASSIST. Her major area of expertise lies in smart grid, 
energy market, energy efficiency, and energy optimization. She uses Game Theory, Numerical Optimization, Operation Research, 
and Microeconomics methodologies to model the consumer's role in the e-distributed electricity market (e-DEM). She is working 
meticulously on consumer’s behavior which she believes is a core problem in the optimization of residential energy management 
in accelerating the adaptation of green and clean energy. Kaminisiitk@gmail.com  
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Shiv. K. Singh received an M. Tech degree in Digital Electronics from Kamla KNIT Sultanpur (UP), India in 2018. Presently he is 
working as a Research Establishment Officer in the Department of Electrical Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur, 
Kanpur since September 2020. His research interest includes Smart Grid applications to power systems, Renewable energy 
integration, Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) & System integration and Power system automation and control (SCADA). 
shivks@iitk.ac.in 

 

 

Merrill Smith has been managing various R&D activities in the Advanced Grid R&D Division of the Office of Electricity since 2006. 
Currently she is working on projects to advance grid resilience including managing the UI-ASSIST program. She has managed a 
range of projects and technologies including smart grid demonstrations, microgrids, distributed energy generation and combined 
heat and power, low emissions combustion technologies, advanced materials (ceramic composites), and various industrial energy 
efficiency technologies. Prior to DOE she worked as a civil design engineer and construction manager. Merrill is a civil engineer 
from Virginia Tech and George Washington University. merrill.smith@hq.doe.gov 

 

 

Sushil K. Soonee Former and Founder Chief Executive Officer ,Power System Operation Corporation Ltd. Soonee specializes in 
Power System Operation, Planning, Commercial, Settlement, Restoration and entire gamut of Power Pooling and Governance. 
Other areas of interest include Electricity Markets, Open Access, Regulatory affairs besides expertise in Load Despatch Technology, 
integration of Renewable Energy including REC Mechanism, Transmission Pricing and development of Ancillary Services.  Soonee 
has first-hand four decades of experience of Power System Operation of various Regional Grids of India and has worked extensively 
towards Integration of Grids leading to the formation of the National Grid and now SAARC Grid.  Soonee has represented India on 
the CIGRE Study Committee C2 on Power System Operation and the CIGRE Study Committee C5 on Electricity Markets and 
Regulation. S K Soonee is a Life Fellow of Institution of Engineers (India) , Fellow IEEE, Distinguished Alumnus IIT Kharagpur, 
Distinguished Member CIGRE , Fellow INAE , International Member NAE ,USA . sksoonee@gmail.com  

 
Anurag K. Srivastava is a Raymond J. Lane Professor and Chairperson of the Computer Science and Electrical Engineering 
Department at the West Virginia University. He is also an adjunct professor at the Washington State University and senior scientist 
at the Pacific Northwest National Lab. He received his Ph.D. degree in electrical engineering from the Illinois Institute of 
Technology in 2005. His research interest includes data-driven algorithms for power system operation and control including 
resiliency analysis. He is serving as co-chair of the IEEE Power & Energy Society’s (PES) microgrid working group, vice-chair of 
power system operation SC, chair of PES voltage stability working group, chair of PES synchrophasors applications working group, 
co-chair of distributed optimization application in power grid, vice-chair of tools for power grid resilience TF, and member of 
CIGRE C4C2-58 Voltage Stability, C4.47/ C2.25 Resilience WG. Dr. Srivastava is serving or served as an editor of the IEEE 
Transactions on Smart Grid, IEEE Transactions on Power Systems, IEEE Transactions on Industry Applications, IEEE Transactions on 
Industrial Informatics, and Elsevier Sustainable Computing. He is an IEEE Fellow and the author of more than 300 technical 

publications including a book on power system security and 4 patents. anurag.srivastava@mail.wvu.edu 
 

Suresh Chandra Srivastava received B Tech and Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering, respectively from IT BHU, Varanasi and IIT Delhi, 
India. He has been Professor with the Department of Electrical Engineering, IIT Kanpur, till 2020, and currently 
continuing as Director IIT Kanpur-LaTrobe University Research Academy and Distinguished Visiting Professor. He also served as 
Head of Electrical Engineering Department, Dean R&D, and Deputy Director at IIT Kanpur. During August 2008-July 2009, he was 
a ‘Visiting Research Professor’ in the ECE Department at Mississippi State University, USA, Visiting Faculty at AIT Bangkok during 
1996-97, and Visiting Professor at University of Western Ontario during Summer 2005. He held ‘P.K. Kelkar’ and ‘Ministry of Labour 
and Employment’ Chair Professor positions at IIT Kanpur. He has served in the governing council and expert committee of several 
government organizations and utilities in India. His research interests include Power System Stability and Security Analysis, 
Synchrophasor Applications, Power System Restructuring and AC/DC Microgrids, and Smart Grids. He Has been PI/co-PI to about 
24 sponsored research and consultancy projects, and has been leading an Indo US project ‘UI- ASSIST’ on Smart Grid and Storage, 

from India. He is Fellow of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), Indian National Academy of Engineering, Institution of Engineers 
(India), Institution of Electronics and Telecommunication Engineers, and Indian Academy of Mathematical Modelling and Simulation (IAMMS). 
scs@iitk.ac.in 

 

Tiffani Stubbefield is the UI-ASSIST Operations Coordinator. She has been with Washington State University for a year and a half. 
Prior to WSU, Tiffani spent 15 years working in various administrative roles with the University of Idaho and Pullman Regional 
Hospital. Although new to UI-ASSIST, Tiffani is looking forward to contributing to this project. t.stubblefield@wsu.edu 
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Falti Teotia is Research Associate, Electricity and Fuels Division, TERI, New Delhi. Over the years, she has worked extensively in 
the field of local electricity markets, peer-to-peer trading, distribution network, power flow studies, etc. In TERI, she is working on 
various dimensions of power sector for electricity utilities, electricity regulatory commissions, policy makers and development 
organizations. Falti has been extensively involved in the development and implementation of blockchain technology in power 
system and load research. Additionally, she is working with battery energy storage, prosumer scheduling models, load forecasting, 
policy and regulatory aspects in India. falti.teotia@teri.res.in 

 

 

Geoffrey Thatcher is a masters student with the Murrow College of Communications working with UI-Assist to help with 
communications goals, education, and research. His research focuses on Science Communication and the way in which technology 
interacts with how people communicate. geoffrey.thatcher@wsu.edu 

 

 

Priya Thomas, Program Officer at the Indo-US Science and Technology Forum (IUSSTF) in New Delhi, India. She has assisted in 
implementing, and monitoring various programs administered by the IUSSTF including the Indo-US Joint Clean Energy Research 
and Development Center. She received her B.E. in biomedical engineering from the Rajiv Gandhi College of Engineering at Anna 
University in 2011 and her M.Tech. in biomedical engineering from VIT University, Vellore in 2012. 

 
Ashok kumar Tripathy, Year 2016 to 2020  Chief advisor PRDC , 2008-2016  Senior Prof and Director Research, Silicon Inst of 
Technology Bhubaneswar, 2004-2008 Director General Central Power Research Institute Bangalore,1976 to 2004 Bharat heavy 
Electricals India, ( Last 2 years as Chief transmission and Distribution), 1972-1976 Maintenance Engineer Steel authority of India. 
2005 till date Fellow of National Academy of Engineering; 1997 till date Senior member IEEE; 2006 till date Fellow of Institution of 
Engineers India; 2002 Anusandhan award from BHEL; 1976 Awarded SP Hatte gold medal in Industrial Engineering; 2016 
Visvesvaraya award from forum of Engineers; 2005 P,M,Ahluwalia award of CBIP; Presently independent director in TPSODL and 
TPNODL of TataPower; Member steering committee National Mission on Power Electronics; Adjunct prof. Silicon Institute of 
TECHNOLOGY EEdept.; more than 80 publications; Member advisory board Indo US , Indo EU and INDO swedish projects 
tripathy.1948@gmail.com 

 

Samantha Ulam is the clerical assistant for the Energy Systems Innovation Center at Washington State University. She assists in 
any clerical duties ESIC may need along with any that UI-ASSIST or AGI may need. She is currently pursuing a B.S. in Microbiology 
on the pre-med track and is also a student of the Honors College at WSU. While she may not be pursuing a career in engineering, 
she enjoys being in the world of power engineering. samantha.ulam@wsu.edu 

 

 

S. S. (Mani) Venkata is President of Venkata Consulting Solutions LLC (VCS). He provides R&D support and services for electric 
power industry and training for future engineering personnel. He was with GE Power/Alstom Grid Inc. from January 2011 to 
September 2017 as Principal Scientist. He was Vice President with KEMA Inc. for six years during 2005-2010. He was the founding 
Dean and Distinguished Professor of Wallace H. Coulter School of Engineering at Clarkson University, Potsdam, New York during 
2004-2005. In 2003, he was the Palmer Chair Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering Department at Iowa State University 
(ISU), Ames, Iowa. From 1996 to 2002, he was Professor and Chairman of the Department at ISU. Before joining ISU, he was with 
the University of Washington (UW), Seattle, Washington where he taught since 1979 and he continues his affiliation. Prior to 
joining the UW, he taught at West Virginia University and the University of Massachusetts, Lowell for eight years. Dr. Venkata is a 
Life Fellow of the IEEE. At the IEEE level, he served as a member of the IEEE Fellows Committee for five years. He also served on 
the Power and Energy Society (PES) Board as Vice-President, Publications during 2004-07. In addition, he served the PES at various 

levels for the past 53 years. In 2016 he received the Robert M. Janowiak Outstanding Leadership and Service Award from ECEDHA. He also received 
the IEEE PES Douglas M. Staszesky Distribution Automation Award in 2015. In 2000 he received the Third Millennium Award from the IEEE. 
ssvenkata@comcast.net  
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Venkatesh Venkataramanan is a Researcher at NREL, working primarily on cyber-physical resilience. He received his Ph.D. from 
Washington State University, and was a post-doctoral researcher with the Active-Adaptive Control (AAC) lab at MIT till August 
2021. His recent work has focused on integration of IoTs to the smart grid, observability and controllability of distribution systems, 
and distributed optimization for distribution systems. vvenkata@nrel.gov 

 

 

Vineeth Vijayan is a Ph.D. research scholar at IIT Kanpur. He obtained a B.E. degree in Electrical and Electronics Engineering from 
Anna University, Chennai in 2010 and an M. Tech in Power Systems from Kerala University, Thiruvananthapuram in 2013. His 
research interests include Distribution System Automation, Volt VAR optimization in active distribution systems, charging 
coordination of Electric Vehicles, and Energy Storage Devices. vineeth@iitk.ac.in 

 

 

 

Devendra Vishwakarma comes with 21+ years of industry experience, specialized in product management, solution architecture 
and business consulting in the domain of electric power generation transmission & distribution (T&D). He is the Chief Technology 
Officer for Power Transmission & Distribution Digital Solutions based out of Dallas, Texas. As a subject matter expert in the area 
of Distributed Energy Resource Integration, Microgrids and Energy Automation System Software, Mr. Vishwakarma has 
successfully managed multiple solutions and products in the T&D Automation domain with very strong technical background in 
design & architecture of complex software products and solutions with industry leading global technology companies and system 
integration firms. He has worked with utilities across the globe delivering PT&D automation software solutions in India, Europe, 
China & USA. He also has developed business case, architecture and requirements as a business consultant in the area of 
Distributed Energy Resource Management Systems, Microgrids, Distribution Management, Asset Monitoring & Optimization, 
Business Intelligence & Analytics solutions. He led various microgrid projects like The Philadelphia Navy Yard Microgrid, 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Microgrid, Taisheng Microgrid, China etc. devendra-vishwakarma@lntecc.com 

 

Sugandhita Wadhera, an electrical engineer by profession, I have experience in Design, Engineering, Installation, Operations 
and Maintenance of Solar PV plants. Successfully deployed and operated 50kWp solar PV minigrids in rural areas of North India. 
Currently, involved in design and installation and feasibility studies for Grid-connected Battery Energy Storage Systems. 
Successfully deployed and completed project management for pilot demonstration of 6 nos. of lithium-ion based battery energy 
storage systems connected at low voltage distribution transformers with cumulative capacity of 477kW/674kWh in BSES Rajdhani 
Power Limited licensed area. sugandhita.wadhera@relianceada.com  
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