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KATEY KOEHN: You think, OK, I'm going to go to college. And I did some community college really quickly 
after high school. And then life of course takes over. And I ended up working full time and really 
committing to that. In 2009 though, I was a program manager at eBay. And I ended up getting laid off 
and I'd been there for 10 years, almost 11 years. And I was really worried that I was going to be back in 
the job market and competing with all of these younger people who have degrees. And I didn't have 
one.  

And after some thoughtful contemplation with my husband, decided, you know what? I'm going to go 
back to school. I'm going to finish my degree. I'm going to take all those credits that I accumulated over 
the last 20 years. And I'm going to see if I can go back and get a bachelor's degree.  

LISA KING: I had to leave WSU in the fall of '79 because I ran out of funding. Then I got married a year 
later and we moved to the Midwest. And I tried to go to other universities and begin again, but it was a 
lot harder to be working full time, and then have to physically go to class. So I just didn't find another 
home again until 25 years later, when interestingly at the same time that my godfather was asking me if 
I was going to finish my last year of school.  

And Tim Pavish was the new executive director of the WSU Alumni Association. And he said, you know 
Lisa, they have this online degree program. Why don't you give it a try? I will never forget my first 
conference with my educational advisor when I expressed concerns about everything being online, that I 
didn't think that maybe I had the skills that were necessary to get this job done. And he said, oh, don't 
worry, Lisa. We're going to drag you kicking and screaming into the 21st century.  

So I did take three years to complete that last year of school because I was working full time, I had a 
family, and I was also volunteering. So I wanted to be able to enjoy my educational experience.  
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GARY RUBENS: What brought me to WSU Global Campus was when I decided to go to school to get my 
undergrad degree. The reason I did that was because I do a lot of philanthropy around scholarships. And 
so I was talking to a lot of the students that I help. And they would always ask me, well, where is your 
degree from, and so forth? And I would have to say, well, I didn't get to go when I was younger because 
we didn't have the financial means. And that's why I do these scholarships now.  

I decided over some years people, kept asking me that, I said, well, maybe I should get my undergrad 
degree. I'm not too old. It's never too late. And I'm going to learn a ton. So I decided to look around. I 
was looking at different schools. And then it struck me. Why don't I go back to the school that I was 
originally accepted at out of high school and get my degree there?  

And WSU of course has a really robust online program. And I knew I would have to do it online because I 
work and so forth. So that's how I decided to choose WSU is I went back to where I applied to years ago. 
And I wanted to finish that loop. And so here I am. 

KATEY KOEHN: The reason I chose Global Campus, or the reason I was motivated to do Global Campus, is 
I originally wanted to do a brick and mortar location locally. And things just didn't work out that way. 



And when I decided that I wanted an online program, which would give me more flexibility, and all that, 
I wanted a real education from a real university and a place I could call home.  
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SHELLEY BROADER: I think I was an early attendee in Global Campus and online learning. And I had a 
tremendous experience with Global Campus. They were very understanding of where I was, age and 
stage, in my life and in my career, and really helped me come up with the classes that I needed to 
matriculate to finish my degree to make sure that they were additive to my life experience and 
education. And I had a tremendous experience, and not only just through technology.  

I mean, the technology was relatively new. The idea of building being onto someone else's work in an 
online environment was kind of new at the time. And it was-- so not only did I learn the actual 
curriculum and academics of the class I was taking, but was also sort of a great jumpstart technologically 
for me as well.  

NANCY KROOK: My experience was-- it was awesome. It was extremely interesting, and challenging, 
demanding, but at the same time, exciting.  
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NANCY KROOK: In my own personal life, it gave me more confidence. I always had a lot of confidence. 
But it gave me more. And I felt really good about myself. And it helped me to seek new challenges. And 
it also broadened my worldview.  

SHELLEY BROADER: Well, I've always considered myself a lifelong Cougar and a big supporter and fan of 
WSU. And as I said, I spent four years on campus but I could never say I was a graduate of WSU. And so 
having accomplished that and achieving that degree allowed me to not only have that as a personal 
accomplishment, but also really jettisoned me in that level of my career. So post that, I became a 
publicly traded CEO and had that degree, I think, to help me push that forward in my career as well. 
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