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Washington State University - Vancouver College of Nursing

Welcome.  This video is designed to help parents, parent leaders, and other members of 
the community understand Preschool Promise and how to apply.
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Preschool Promise
Overview

• Bethel
• Chapman Hill
• Clear Lake
• Hallman
• Richmond
• Seymour

• https://salkeiz.k12.or.us/early-
childhood-ed/

Preschool Promise is a free program held at different locations in the Salem-Keizer area.  
For the 2020-2021 school year, those locations are:  Bethel School, Chapman Hill 
Elementary, Clear Lake Elementary, Hallman Elementary, Richmond Elementary, and 
Seymour Center.  A link is provided to the Salem-Keizer early childhood education website, 
so you can determine the locations in subsequent years.  Each classroom is staffed with a 
teacher and instructional assistant.  Each class serves 20 children.  Bus transportation to 
and from the programs is available whenever possible.  Marion & Polk Early Learning Hub 
monitors Preschool Promise programs and reports to the Early Learning Division.
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Preschool Promise
Eligibility

• Age: 3-4 years old by September 10th in 
Salem/September 1st all other areas.
• Birth certificate OR hospital record OR 

immunization record
• Oregon Residency

• Current utility or service bill OR Oregon 
driver’s license OR other identification 
card.

To be eligible for Preschool Promise, children must be 3 or 4 years old by the kindergarten 
eligibility date of September 10th in Salem and September 1st in other areas.  Proof of age 
must be provided in the form of a birth certificate, hospital record, or immunization record.

Families must also be Oregon residents.  Proof of residency can be provided in the form of 
a current utility or service bill, Oregon driver’s license, or other identification card.
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Preschool 
Promise
Eligibility

Income verification can be completed by providing income tax form 1040 or 1040A OR 12 
months worth of pay stubs OR Form W-2 from all employers OR documentation of foster 
care status.

Additional income that should be included consists of:  child support or alimony payments, 
unemployment income, Social Security, pensions, or other retirement income, 
Supplemental Social Security (SSI), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), 
worker’s compensation, Veteran’s benefits, insurance or annuity payments, 
scholarships/grants/stipends, dividends/interest, rental income, other periodic income 
sources.

You do not need to count income from Federal stimulus payments, capital gains, tax 
refunds, gifts or loans, one-time insurance benefits, non-cash benefits such as employer-
paid health insurance, food or housing received in lieu of wages, non-cash assistance such 
as Medicaid, SNAP, school meals, or housing.

Please note that if you do not have copies of the required documents, there are alternate 
ways to certify birthdate, address, and income. Please contact the Marion & Polk Early 
Learning Hub.
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Preschool Promise: Eligibility

In order to qualify for Preschool Promise, families must have incomes less than 200% of 
federal poverty guidelines.  That number can be found on this chart.  To determine 
eligibility, find family size in the left-hand column, and follow the appropriate row to the 
right-hand column.  For example, a family of 4 must have income less than $52,400 per 
year.

Please take a moment to find the maximum income for your family size and make sure that 
you meet the requirements.

Please feel free to pause the video now to determine income eligibility and gather all 
required documents.  Next, we will review the application process.
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Preschool Promise: Application Page 1

n/a

John Quinn Doe
04/02/2018

Marshallese

Marshallese

A link to the Preschool Promise application is provided in this toolkit.  If you have not done 
so already, please pause the video and print out the application.  We will go through each 
section of the application together.

The first section on the first page is to be filled out if your child is already enrolled at 
preschool site that is being converted to Preschool Promise.  If this does not apply to you, 
simply leave it blank or mark “n/a”.  The next section is where you will enter information 
about the child.

First, enter the child’s name, date of birth, and gender.
Then select your child’s primary language.
Then select all languages spoken in the home.
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Preschool Promise: Application Page 1

Dr. Paul Kennedy

Next, select the child’s race and ethnicity.  Select all that apply.
Next, answer “Do you consider your family to be homeless”.  
The wording of this question is a little misleading.  By answering this question, you are 
simply helping the school district determine if your housing situation qualifies you for 
assistance.  Please don’t feel judged or embarrassed. 
Homelessness for this purpose is defined as lacking a fixed, regular, and adequate 
nighttime residence including:
• sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a 

similar reason (This can include living with family members.)
• living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative 

adequate accommodations
• living in emergency or transitional shelter
• abandoned in hospitals
• awaiting foster care placement
• staying in a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for 

or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings
• living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or 

train stations, or similar settings
• migratory children who are living in circumstances described above. 
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Then mark whether or not your family has an Individual Family Service Plan to support your 
child’s development.
Next, mark whether or not your child has any other health, nutrition, behavioral, or mental 
health concern that requires specialized supports.  If marking yes, list any healthcare 
providers you would like the preschool to know about.
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Preschool Promise: Application Page 1

Mary Lisa Doe

971-555-2221 503-555-5555 InariaDoe@gmail.com

The next section begins parent information.  You will provide information about you as the 
parent or guardian, or if assisting someone else, you will enter the information about the 
parent or guardian of the child.

Begin this section by entering your name and relationship to the child.
Next, select the percentage of time the child resides with you.
Then enter your phone number and/or email address for contact information.

8



Preschool Promise: Application Page 2

P.O. Box 1234 Salem 97301

97301Salem123 Main Street

Marshallese

Marshallese

The information for “Parent/Guardian 1” is continued at the top of page 2.

Enter your mailing address first.
If your physical address is different from your mailing address, enter your physical address 
on the next line.
Next, select your preferred contact method.
Now, you will select which languages you speak at home and which languages you prefer to 
receive written and verbal communication in.
For the last part of this section, you will mark whether you are employed part time or full 
time, a student, unemployed, a business owner, or other employment status.

If there are two parents or guardians in the family, you will repeat the same process for the 
“Parent/Guardian 2 Information” section.  If not, you may leave this section blank and 
proceed to the signature section.
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Preschool Promise: Application Page 2

Mary L. Doe Mary L. Doe 01/01/2021

The final section to complete is your signature and date.  By signing you are agreeing to the 
statement:

“By signing this application, I confirm that I have given true and complete information and I 
understand that the Oregon Department of Education and its Early Learning Division may 
verify the information on this form. I understand that making false statements or 
intentionally omitting information may subject me to state and federal penalties. I 
understand Preschool Promise is a state funded program and preschool services provided 
under the Preschool Promise program may end if funds are no longer available.
I understand and agree that the information on this form and any tests or reports 
describing my child’s educational progress in the Preschool Promise Program may be 
shared with entities and individuals involved in the Preschool Promise Program, including 
preschool providers, Enrollment Committees, Early Learning Hubs, Education Service 
Districts and the Oregon Department of Education and its Early Learning Division, for the 
purpose of administering and evaluating the Preschool Promise Program. 
Submission of this eligibility form is not a guarantee of admission into the Preschool 
Promise program.“

The remainder of the application is for staff and enrollment committee use.  
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Preschool Promise: Application Page 2

Email:  
prekapplication@salkeis.k12.or.us
Mail:  1850 45th Ave NE, Salem, OR 

97305
Phone: 503-399-5510

You may email the application and supporting documents to 
prekapplication@salkeis.k12.or.us, or you may mail it to 1850 45th Ave NE, Salem, OR, 
97305.  You may be able to deliver the application in person, but you should call ahead of 
time to check for restrictions related to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Thank you for viewing this video.  Hopefully, it has provided you assistance with applying 
for the Preschool Promise program.  Please click the “back” button to return to the main 
toolkit screen.
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