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“l wish there was a way |
| could wave a magic
-~ wand and put back when

people were respectful

of each other and the
Congress was
working for the
good of the
country and
not just along
party lines.”

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
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INCIVILITY
EXPERIENCES

INCIVILITY
PERCEPTIONS

Of Americans Surveyed...

84%

Experienced
incivility

Think incivility has
risen to crisis levels

Nearly
3X
increase
since 2011

Quit paying attention to Stopped buying from a company Experienced
politics because of incivility because of uncivil representatives cyberbullying

o Why?
5 6 A Politicians 75%
Internet and
79% 9% social media 69%
News media 59%

Describe the 2016 presidential Thinks incivility leads to Expect incivility to
election as uncivil intimidation and threats get worse

Source: National Institute for Civil Discourse, ICMA, Weber Shandwick, Powell Tate.
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Public Highly Critical of State of
Political Discourse in the U.S.

Reactions to Trump’s rhetoric: Concern, confusion,

embarrassment o Interactive: Views
about the

" acceptability of
The public renders a harsh judgment on the state of political discourse in this country. And = political insults

for many Americans, their own conversations about politics have become stressful

experiences that they prefer to avoid.
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Overview

Large majorities say the tone
Most Americans say political debate in the U.S. has
become less respectful, fact-based, substantive

% who say over the last several years the tone and nature of political debate What's OK — and off-limits — for
has become more negative in in this country has become ... i

and nature of political
debate in the United States




SINCE DONALD TRUMP WAS ELECTED
PRESIDENT, HOW HAS THE OVERALL TONE AND
LEVEL OF CIVILITY IN WASHINGTON CHANGED?

IMPROVED

STAYED THE SAME [ | 20

UNSURE I &%

PBSO

NEWS SOURCE: PBS NEWSHOUR/NPR/MARIST
HOUR THIS SLRVEY OF 1.205 ADULTS WAS CONDUCTED JUNE 215T THROUGH JUNE 25TH. 2017




Has Politics Ever Been Civil in the United States?
Cycles of Civility and Incivility a Part of U.S. History
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troom
e high
slators who were
‘who crafted legislative
rules, norms and traditions of
respect, comity & civility

TEARSLATED, EDITEDR, AND WITH AN INTRODBLCTION BY

HARVEY C. MANSFLELD.ANDDELBA WINTHROP reflective of courtrooms
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Duel Between Aaron Burr and Alexander Hamilton, July
11, 1804
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The Caning of Senator Charles Sumner by Representative
Preston Brooks, May 22, 1856
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Gun play in the U.S. Senate, April 1850




Polanzed Politics in the 1920s in Amenca
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The Cyclical Nature .
Political Instabili

the U.S.: V
Doc
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A Structural-Demographic
Analysis of American History

PETER TURCHIN
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Political Stress Index
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Political Stress Index in the U.S., 1960-2010: Current Condition of

High Stress Reflective of a New Cycle of Discord
USA PSI

Source: Ortmans, et al., 2017 (data from Turchin)




Central Stress-Inducing

Factors in Contemporary
U.S. Politics
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Party polarization, 1879 - 2012

The ideological gap between the Democratic and Republican caucuses

More
polarized
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Rising partisan antipathy

Republican attitudes abowut
the Democratic Party

Ve ry unfavorasbic

Democratic attitudes about
the Republican Party

Wia ny unfasvorabbe

2016

Source: Sumnvey conducted April 1L2-190, 2016,
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

hat Republicans and Democrats say
about each other

% of Republicans who say Democrats are more __
than other Americans

Unintelligent Intelligent

% of Democrats who say Republicans are more __
than other Americans

Closed-minded

Hard-working .9

Note: Don't know/No answer not shown.
Source: Survey conducted March 2-28 and April 5-May 2, 2016. 18

PEW RESEARCH CENTER




Penetration of Incivility in US Churches —
NICD Initiative: Definition of Civility

GOLDEN RULE

NN ‘ouncil of
A\YE\Y) “hurch USA,

A CALL FOR DIGNITY AND RESPECT IN POLITICS
urches

US Conference of

he institute, observes that the
dely held value among religious and non-
e and Christians and non-Christians of "treating another person

as you expect to be treated.“ See notes that our democracy thrives on the

diversity of ideas, but that “We’ve got to have the will to engage in those
different ideas... from a place of common respect and common listening to
each other.” 19


https://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2019/campaign-stresses-why-civility-is-important-as-2020-election-approaches.cfm?utm_source=NICD+Research+Network&utm_campaign=2c2ef930f3-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_11_01_04_08&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a066a43eb2-2c2ef930f3-184580409
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Public Trust In The U.S. Government Has Plummeted

% of the U.S. public who trust the government always / most of the time
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Source: Pew Research Center

@statistaCharts

statista ¥a




Household Income Nearly Flat for Most American
Families

I US household income

000 (2010 dollars)

Hecessions

Median
(50th percentile)

____._-.

T e .

10th percentile

95 2000

Sowrce: S Censwus Buraau



Figure 1. Number and Percent of Immigrants in the U.S., 1900-2010;
Plus Census Bureau Projections to 2060

Census Bureau: In 2023 the immigrant share of the
U.S. population will hit its highest level in U.S. history
(14.8 percent), and continue to rMise.

17124
479
Share of U.S. —
Population 6.2%

Number of lImmigrants (millions)

12900 1910 1920 1230 1240 1330 1960 1970 1980 1920 2000 2000 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060
Year Projection

Sowurce: Decennial censuses for 1900 to 2000, American Community Survey for 2010, Census Bureau population projections released
March 2015.




Income Inequality and Political Polarization
1947 - 2017

r=0.97

Gini Index

House
Polarization

><
[<}]
o
| o
|
g,
e —
]
N
-
Ay,
o
(a

V4

rrrrrrrerrrerrerrererrrrrerrerrreerrrerrrrrrererrrrrerrrrrerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrri
1947 1955 1963 1971 1979 1987 1995 2003 2011

350 .367 .383 .400 .417 433 450 .467 .484
Gini Index




The Politics of Anger, Fear, and Resentment
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After 2016 election, angry reactions overtook love
reactions from the Facebook audience

25 of reactions to posts that woere ..
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MNote: The chart shows the composition of reactions to the average membeaer’'s post over time,
inciuding likes., Likes, thhe most common reaction, are excluded

as a proportionmn of the total,
im the calculation of each reaction's shhare of the total. The

from the graph, but Nnmocluded
shaded regions are the 95%: confidenmnce banmnd for the estimated trends.

Source: Pew Rescecarch Center analvyvsis of Facebook posts created by miembers of Congress
between Feb. 23, 2016 and Dec. 31, 2014 7.
"Taking Sides on Facebook: How Congressional

PEVW RESEARCH CENTER

Outreach Chanmnged Under Presidenmnt Trump™




PUBLIC CONSENSUS ON _
IMPORTANT PUBLIC POLICIES.
., NOT TRANSLATED INTO PUE

[ ___POLICY IN CO
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AMONG AMERICANS...

70 A

— ‘support allowing
-~ DREAMers to stay in U.S. j
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N

sSupport for stricter gun laws hits 10-year high

66% Support
=

60 54%

31% Oppose

o
2008

Source: Quinnipiac University
WASHINGTON POST




Perceived Cause of Global Warning
And from what vou have heard or read, do you believe increases in the Earth’s temperature over the

last century are due more to -- [the effects of pollution from human activities (or) natural changes in

the environment that are not due to human activities|?

B % Human activities i Nataral canses

1 31




More Important for Leaders in Washington to Stick to Their

Beliefs or Compromise?

Mext, we have a question about the best approach for political leaders to follow in Washington. Where
would you rate yourself on a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 means it is more important for political leaders to
compromise in order to get things done and 5 means it is more important for political leaders to stick to

their beliefs even if little gets done?

B % More important to compromis2 (1.2) Il 3% More important to stick to beliefs (4.5) %% Meutral (3

51

_—

2010
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HAS GRIDLOCK TAKEN PLACE AT THE STATE LEVEL?

GOVERNING

STATE LAWMA ARE

(f UPENDING THEIR OWN NORMS AS WELL.”




WHAT IS HAPPENING IN OUR 50 STATE LEGISLATURES?

2018-

LOBBYISTS

(N— 300- OMF TE) 13 STATES “OVER-
SAMPLE” CASES WITH 30+ RESPONDENTS a5




THE NCSL STUDY HIGHLIGHTS

SETTING: 2015-16 LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS IN STATE LEGISLATURES

“ISION-

BL HAVE FOR THE MOST
' PONSIBLE COMPROMISE IN
sIness)

3 NOTE: GARY MONCRIEF AT BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY
INVOLVED IN BOTH STUDIES



THE NICD- & WSU FOLEY INSTITUTE-
SUPPORTED STUDY: 2018-19 NATIONAL
SURVEY OF STATE LOBBYISTS

of Arizona

. Foley Institute for

Public P _ /illiam D. Ruckelshaus
Center, and ihe Division of Governmental Studies & Services

at Washington State University.




RESEARCH TEAM MEMBERS & THEIR
UNIVERSITY AFFILIATIONS

Christopher Simon

ennert and Robert Morin
SHIPPENS URC
DUKE UNIVERSITY (NC) Leslle Wlnner and John Hood
WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY (WA) — Francis Benjamin, Steven Stehr, Christina Ssgnders,

& Nicholas Lovrich



NATIONAL SURVEY OF STATE
LEGISLATIVE LOBBYISTS, 2018-19

SURVEY CHARACTERISTICS:

 IA, OH, PA, OR & NC

MANY FORME ORS; DIVERSE GROUP, INCLUDING AGENCY

O &
‘ . -
< . -
CONTRACT LOBBYISTS & FIRMS, LIAISON PERSONNEL, NON-PROFITS, PUBLIC
A INTEREST GROUPS, ETC.
l /° RICH COLLECTION OF COMMENTS AND COMMENTARIES



HIGHLIGHTS FROM LOBBYISTS’ SURVEY

VEL OF CIVILITY

O MOST RECENT

VERY CIVIL (10)

Natl. average -5,
UTAH 7.08
WASHlNGTON .




HIGHLIGHTS (coNTtiNuED)

ON-PARTISAN

tlvg'

UTAH
) WASHINGTON




HIGHLIGHTS (coNTtiNuED)

OR LESS CIVIL

O | e
O y
Natl. ave;hg . _
O ' SeREI——
UTAH 4.27
\ e WASHINGTON 3.45



HIGHLIGHTS (coNTtiNuED)

PARTISAN

E PC ARIZED (5)

O 2
@ .
Natl. aveage‘ —
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UTAH 1.72
\ ) WASHINGTON 1.94



HIGHLIGHTS (coNTtiNuED)

OTHER LEGISLATORS

DEA (5)

Natl. aver age >
UTAH
e WASHINGTON




HIGHLIGHTS (coNTINUED)

PARTY FACTORS

OVERWHELMINGLY REPUBLICAN

FEW DEMOCRATS

FOUR POLITICAL PARTIES N THE
BERTARIAN, TEA

* THE WAY'THEY. 2>/ N{SE AND LEGACY) COVERS POLITICS. IT'S MUCH LESS ABOUT
ISSUES AND MUCH MORE ABOUT TEAMS /OPPOSING IDEOLOGIES FIGHTING FOR
~  UNILATERAL CONTROL OF THE GOVERNMENT.

3o



HIGHLIGHTS (conTINUED)

NON-PARTY FACTORS
QUANTITY OF BILLS

PARTY LEADERSHIP

(RELIGIOUS) CULTURE <o) ci=ni\ e
OTING OR ISSUE OUTCOMES.
JOW PEOPLE AS INDIVIDUALS AND

HAVE MOF

| THINK ANOTHER COMPLICATING FACTOR IS THE THAT IS YERY

EVIDENT - THE MOST CONSERVATIVE LEGISLATORS REPRESENT THE RURAL PARTS OF THE
STATE, WHILE MORE MODERATES REPRESENT THE MAJORITY OF THE POPULOUS.



HIGHLIGHTS (coNTINUED)

CIVILITY
AVOID THE LEGISLATORS
MAINTAIN CIVILITY

DEFERENCE TO CIVILITY

WORK TOGETHER >ST ISSUES AND

VERY CONGENIAL



NEXT STEPS: DERIVING BENEFITS FROM THE NATIONAL
SURVEY OF STATE LEGISLATIVE LOBBYISTS

SILIENCE
POLITICAL
CULTU VE PROFESSIONALISM,
ESTABLISHED USIVENESS, WOMEN IN LEGISLATIVE
ROLES, GERRYMANDERING, ETC.

®* 4. CONFERENCE PRESENTATION ON DIFFERENCES AMONG TYPES OF LOBBYISTS
AND ANALYSIS OF SURVEY COMMENTS — NEPSA (April) & STATE POLITICS AND
j/> POLICY ANNUAL MEETING AT UCSD (March) °




ONE MAJOR AREA OF CONCERN NOT FEATURED
IN THE SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE

A

T— 2UE OF UTAH?
n
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