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I.

Introduction to the ESFCOM Scholarly Project

All ESFCOM MD Undergraduate students will be required to complete a scholarly project as
a graduation requirement. The ESFCOM required research/scholarly project is founded on
the principle that investigative experiences promote problem-solving and sharpen critical
reasoning. Engagement in research and scholarly work stimulates students to seek a deeper
understanding of disease and develop their ability to analyze the published literature.
Providing opportunities for our students to develop skills in research and scholarly work will
prepare them to be physicians who are clinically astute, responsive to community problems,
and compassionate towards clinical and community needs.

Timing of Project Work
•

•
•

Students will have dedicated time to work on their scholarly projects during Years 2-4.
o This is equivalent to 1 afternoon/week for a total of 320 hours. The day of
the week that is used to complete the work is flexible.
Students will be asked to plan for the full 320 hours in the project proposal that will
be submitted in May of Year 1.
All proposals must be approved by the Scholarly Projects committee before
students engage in their projects.

*Note: Students heading to the distributed sites: Students can use the summer of Year 1
and dedicated time in Year 2 to begin work on their projects (literature review, ethics
proposals, etc.) while in Spokane and use Year 3 and 4 to conduct the project work at
their distributed site. We will also provide opportunities and connections for supervisors
who like to be involved in a co-mentoring opportunity (supervisor in Spokane and
supervisor at a regional campus).

What Defines an Acceptable Scholarly Project?
•
•
•

•
•
•

Project or activity must have an identified supervisor
Project or activity must be anchored by a question and have clear objectives
Projects are not limited to hypothesis-driven research; projects can be qualitative in
nature and include community engagement activities, as well as projects in the arts
and humanities
Projects or activity must follow scholarly standards
Projects or activity must make appropriate use of the time (~320 hours)
Project or activity must have a defined scholarly deliverable (in the case of working with
a community agency, a legacy deliverable)
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II.

Connecting Students with Projects

To support the process of connecting our students with supervisors and projects, the
ESFCOM has developed a Scholarly Projects Database that will host both projects and a
description of potential supervisors. The database will be searchable and will essentially
serve as an online platform to connect students with projects and supervisors.
The ESFCOM Scholarly Project Database will house projects and other opportunities in the
following categories (see Appendix A for category descriptions):
•
•
•
•

Community Health and
Engagement
Clinical Sciences
Foundational Sciences
Population Health and Global
Health

•
•
•
•
•

Rural and Remote Health
Initiatives
Bioengineering/Technology
Innovations
Medical Education
Arts and Humanities
Other

If you have a project in mind or are interested in working with a student, please contact Dr.
Dawn Cooper (dawn.cooper@wsu.edu) for a proposal form.

Funding
Some funds will be available for project work and/or travel. Funding decisions will be based
on need and require an application through the Assistant Dean for Student Research and
Scholarship in the Office of Research.

Support for Students
Ethics Requirements
Students will be introduced to Responsible Conduct of Research during their course work
in Year 1. Topics covered will include privacy, confidentiality, conflict of interest, informed
consent and academic integrity. Topics will be delivered using large group learning
sessions, case studies, and scenarios. All students will also be required to complete online
ethics modules.
Support will be provided to students and supervisors for scholarly projects that require
ethics approval. All projects requiring ethics and all ethics applications will be pre-screened
by a member of the scholarly projects team who will be working with the WSU Ethics Office
to help ensure that applications meet the requirements of WSU processes.
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Biostatistics and Other Academic Support
An academic support team will be available to students and supervisors for support in areas
that include research methodology, biostatistics and writing. If you or your student require
any additional support, please contact Dr. Dawn Cooper.
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III.

Your Role as Project Supervisor

When you connect with a student, there are three key areas in which you will have a
significant role:
1. Working with a student to develop the project proposal
2. Providing direction and guidance during the student’s engagement with the project
(and with you)
3. Providing feedback on the student’s performance during the project work

Guidance and Mentorship
The focus of the scholarly project is process over outcome. This means that we (the program)
will focus on growth and learning that has occurred and not explicitly the ‘successes’ of the
project itself. This means that your role as the project supervisor during the student’s planning
and engagement with the activity (and you) is significant.

Project Planning
All students will be required to submit a project proposal at the end of Year 1. This proposal
will contain information such as a project background, goals and objectives, a project timeline,
proposed methodologies and an identified deliverable. Students will receive introductory
training with respect to research methodologies, biostatistics and project planning.
We will provide the students with some guidance around project planning. However, you will
be the content expert for the project and will work with your student to fully develop the project
plan. We will require a signature from you to verify that you have seen the project plans and
that the plans are acceptable to both you and the student.

Feedback During Project Engagement and Completion
As a project supervisor, your contribution to the overall assessment process occurs by
providing feedback on how the student performed while working with you. This feedback
addresses the domains of Scholarship, Communication & Interpersonal Skills, and
Professionalism.
Feedback will be collected using an e-fillable form that contains tick boxes and space for
narrative comments. You will be asked to complete both the tick boxes and the narrative
feedback sections of the form. The feedback form will accompany the student’s progress or
completion report which they will complete at the midpoint and end of their project. The form
has been streamlined to ensure that the feedback process is not time consuming.
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Contact Information
If you are interested in working with our students and/or have a project or opportunity that
you would like to advertise, please visit our Scholarly projects website at:
https://app.medicine.wsu.edu/scholar

Or, if you have any questions about research and scholarly projects, please contact:
Dr. Dawn Cooper, Associate Dean Accreditation, Assessment and Evaluation
Email: dawn.cooper@wsu.edu
Phone: 509-368-6798
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IV.

Frequently Asked Questions

Will I be paid as a project supervisor?
The project supervisor is not compensated for their role. However, it is expected that
nonmonetary benefits will result from the student’s engagement, identified as the
deliverable(s) of the activity (presentations, publications, etc.). For Washington State
University Faculty, working with medical students can be captured as teaching or
mentorship activities in Departmental Yearly Reports and teaching dossiers, and may
be listed as training of Highly Qualified Personnel (HQP) in grant applications.
How many hours should I expect to devote to a student I supervise?
This will be entirely dependent on the nature of the activity, the student’s prior
knowledge base, the nature of the deliverable(s), etc. You may find that you are
spending more time with the student at the outset than later in the activity.
Can I supervise more than one student at a time?
Yes. If you have a project or idea that can support more than one student, students
will be allowed to collaborate on projects.
What process is in place should the supervisor – student relationship run into
difficulty?
Students are supported in a number of ways by the ESFCOM program. There are many
reasons why issues might arise as a project progresses, and the first course of
intervention is a discussion between the student and the project supervisor. If the matter
remains unresolved or is of a more significant nature, the student or supervisor can
reach out to the Assistant Dean for Research and Scholarship. It is our expectation that
if the negotiations that take place during the project planning phase are transparent,
issues should be minor.
In the exceptional case, it may be necessary to end the project prematurely to the benefit
of both the student and the supervisor. However, this should never be done before there
has been formal agreement from the Office of Research that this is the best course of
action. We will support both the student and the supervisor through this process.
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Can students be paid while engaged in a scholarly project?
Students cannot be paid for participating in projects as part of the MD program.
However, a student can be compensated if they continue project work outside of the
school year.
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V.

Appendix A

Category
Definition
Community Health & Engagement

Community Health and Engagement projects
address the social and environmental factors which
influence the health of communities, including the
methods to assess these factors and the
development and provision of meaningful and
practical interventions. Communities are broadly
defined as groups of individuals with consistencies
in geographical location, activities, and/or
demographic characteristics. Projects may address
such topics as health policy, patient and community
advocacy, resource and environmental
stewardship, climate, quality improvement,
education, cultural competency, characteristics and
challenges of vulnerable populations, risk factor
assessment and management, access to health
care services and resource distribution.

Clinical Sciences

Foundational Sciences

Clinical Sciences projects address topics regarding
human health and illness with the goal of
advancing clinical knowledge, promoting health and
wellness, and improving patient experiences and
outcomes. Projects may involve observational or
interventional studies of subjects such as disease
mechanisms, disease detection and diagnosis,
therapeutic interventions, translational research,
epidemiology, human behavior, and outcomes and
costs of health services.

Foundational Sciences projects seek to advance
knowledge and understanding in biological,
physical, behavioral, and social sciences.
Examples of these disciplines include genetics,
physiology, cell and molecular biology, chemistry,
physics, psychology, cognitive science,
neuroscience, sociology, economics, public health,
and anthropology. While these projects may not be
immediately clinically relevant, they provide insights
which may be used to improve and advance health
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care in theory, policy, or practice.

Rural and Remote Health
Initiatives

Population Health and Global
Health

Rural and Remote Health Initiatives projects
address the challenges faced by patients and
providers in rural and remote communities.
Projects may include topics such as health and
health care disparities, access to and utilization of
resources and services, provider recruitment and
retention, telehealth and eHealth, environmental
and geographical factors, socioeconomic and
cultural barriers, education, policy, public health,
and patient advocacy.
Population Health and Global Health projects
address the health and health outcomes of
populations, emphasizing vulnerable populations
and residents of resource-poor and medically
underserved areas both domestic and abroad.
Projects may use biomedical, sociocultural,
economic, or technological perspectives to
examine issues such as infectious disease,
patterns of health determinants, resource and
environmental stewardship, climate, health equity,
health care access and delivery, resource
management, informatics, international health
systems, cultural competency, education, policy,
and advocacy.

Bioengineering/Technology
Innovations
Bioengineering/Technology Innovations projects
address biomedical challenges using engineering
and technological principles to develop novel
solutions or improve existing systems and
practices. Projects may involve topics such as app
design and development, telehealth, medical
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technology, data management and analysis,
informatics, biomechanics, and cell, tissue, and
genetic engineering.

Medical Education
Medical Education projects address the roles and
challenges of medical education for patients,
families, communities, students, peers, and health
professionals. Projects may include topics such
as curriculum development, delivery, and
evaluation; teaching strategies, philosophies, and
outcomes; educational technology such as apps
and simulations; learning styles and processes;
educational outcomes analysis and quality
improvement; and educational administration.

Arts and Humanities
Arts and Humanities projects may utilize a variety
of disciplines to address relationships among
human experiences, human conditions, illness,
and health care. Projects may include topics such
as visual arts, creative arts, performance arts,
film, literature, philosophy, ethics, history, religion,
language, anthropology, economics, resource and
environmental stewardship, climate, health
management, health policy, and advocacy.

Other
Projects that are not clearly described by any of
the provided categories.
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