


W
A

S
H

I
N

G
T

O
N

 
S

T
A

T
E

 
U

N
I

V
E

R
S

I
T

Y

What is the Business Plan 
Competition? 

Develop ideas, build a team, write a business plan, pitch your 
idea to industry experts for real money.

• The WSU Business Plan Competition is a multi-stage 
business plan competition presented by the Center for 
Entrepreneurship. 

• This is the 23rd year we have hosted a competition. 

• Gives students an unparalleled opportunity to practice 
entrepreneurship in a real-world setting and receive 
guidance from industry experts, plus a chance to win 
$50,250 in prize money!
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Why Participate?

• LEARN BY DOING
• Sharpen skills. Working on a business plan team develops innovative thinking, 

builds leadership, and refines communication skills.

• Network. If you’re a finalist, you and your team will present your idea to 
investors, entrepreneurs, and industry professionals at the competition in April. 
Finalists also have the opportunity to exchange ideas with judges over dinner.

• Prepare for your future. Take what you’ve learned and apply it in an existing 
company or new venture.

• LAUNCH A NEW VENTURE
• Move from idea to execution. Develop, test, and pitch a startup idea with your 

own team.

• Get advice and mentoring. Seasoned entrepreneurs, industry experts, and 
entrepreneurship faculty mentors devote countless hours to help students 
navigate the entrepreneurial process.

• Build momentum. Take your experience in the competition and invest in the 
growth of your venture.
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Why Participate? PRIZE MONEY! 

COLLEGIATE LEAGUE
SEL Grand Prize – $10,000

Second Place – $8,000

Entrepreneurship Advisory Board -

Third Place – $7,000

Fourth Place – $4,000

Fifth Place – $2,000

OPEN COLLEGIATE LEAGUE

Foster Garvey Grand Prize – $5,000

MERIT PRIZES

Best Tech Venture– $2,500

Best Social Impact Venture $2,500

Best Trade Show Prize - $2,500

HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUE

Grand Prize – $3,000

Believe in Me Foundation High 

School Prizes

Second Place– $2,000

Third Place– $1,000

Fourth Place $750
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Student Stats 2025

• 50 WSU Teams, 113 Students 

• 64 High School Teams, 127 Students 

• 32 Open League Teams, 108 Students from MIT, Stanford, 
Johns Hopkins, Vanderbilt, Montana Western, Eastern 
Washington University, WSU Tri-Cities 
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Form a Team or Join a Team
Team Building/Hiring Tips

1. Recruit people who align with your vision
• Build a company with a clear mission and vison that excites and 

inspires
• Commitment model which prioritizes loyalty in the company, as 

people are hired for culture alignment and passion for the cause. 

2. Keep a lean team but be honest when you need to fill gaps

3. Be proactive about sourcing talent/networking

4. Connect on LinkedIn with a short one-liner message in the 
request and ask to grab coffee. 

5. Ask the Right Questions – recruit for work ethic, drive and 
passion
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Start by Registering Your Team 
before Friday, March 13

• WSU BPC Website 

• One member of your team must be an 
undergraduate enrolled spring semester 2026

• No limit on # of team members but only 4 can 
present in the Presentation Round 

https://entrepreneurship.wsu.edu/wsu-business-plan-competition/
https://entrepreneurship.wsu.edu/wsu-business-plan-competition/
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Round 1: Screening Round

1-page Executive Summary Due – Friday, 
March 27 

Overall tips:

•Review rubric

•Have a heading for every rubric category

•Make the summary visually appealing
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Screening Round Review

•Each summary is reviewed by three (3) 
judges

•The top 20 teams with the highest scores 
will advance to the Presentation Round
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Screening Round Rubric 



W
A

S
H

I
N

G
T

O
N

 
S

T
A

T
E

 
U

N
I

V
E

R
S

I
T

Y
Round 2: 

Zoom Presentation Round
Submit 4–7-page executive summary and pitch deck due by Friday, 
April 17

• Five leagues of 4 teams each league (20 teams)

• Top five teams coming out of the screening round will be seeded into 
the five leagues so that the teams are not competing against each 
other

• Judges will review your executive summary March 30 – April 4

• Pitch deck submitted is for their information only and will not be 
scored

• You can present an updated version of the pitch deck. 

• Full financial statements are required! 

• You will present on Zoom to judges, Friday, April 24
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Presentation Round Timing on Zoom 

Presentation, Friday, April 24 on Zoom
8:45 AM – 11:00 (5 leagues each one a separate Zoom meeting)

Team 1 – 8:45 – 9:15

Team 2 – 9:15 – 9:45

Break: 9:45 – 10:00

Team 3 – 10:00 – 10:30

Team 4 – 10:30 – 11:00

Format:

5 minutes Tech/Team Setup

15 minutes Presentation

10 minutes Q & A
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Presentation Round Scoring

• Teams are scored by 4-5 judges each 

• The total score is the sum of the average score for written 
plan and average score for presentation. 
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Presentation Round – Written Plan Rubric
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Presentation Round – Presentation Rubric
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Round 3: Final Round – Top 5

 The winner of each league will advance to the Final Round, Thursday, 

April 30. This is open to the public in the CUB Junior Ballroom.

Schedule: 1:45 – 5:00 

Opening Remarks 1:45 – 2:00

Team 1 – 2:00 

Team 2 – 2:30 

Team 3 – 3:00

Break: 3:30 – 3:45

Team 4 – 3:45

Team 5 – 4:15

Format:

5 minutes Tech/Team Setup

15 minutes Presentation

10 minutes Q & A

• The teams are scored by 4-5 
judges

• Carry forward scores from 
Round 2.

• Rubrics are the same. 
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Trade Show

• Thursday, April 30 immediately 
following the conclusion of the 
Final Round. The top 20 WSU 
Teams, Top 4 High School and 
Top 5 Open League Teams are 
required to participate in a Trade 
Show in the CUB Senior 
Ballroom 5-6:00 PM

• Best Trade Show Team is 
awarded a prize! 
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Awards Dinner

• Thursday, April 30 Awards Dinner follows from 6:00 – 
8:00 PM. 
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Follow Us on Social 
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