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Abstract  
 
     Plant pest management often focuses on in-season, temporary approaches designed to control outbreaks.  But 
those approaches aren't always effective in managing chronic, long-term problems in woody perennial crop systems. 
Such is the case with the management of Northern Root-knot nematode (Meloidogyne hapla) on wine grapes (Vitis 
vinifera). While there are several short term (in-season, or immediate pre-plant) prescribed management approaches 
for RKN management in vineyards, nothing really compares to the long-term approach of resistant or tolerant 
rootstocks.  But if this is the case, why are over 90% of Washington wine grape vineyards still planted to susceptible, 
own-rooted V. vinifera? This presentation will discuss how the attitude towards nematode management in vineyards 
has evolved over the last 10 years, and which strategies, or combination of strategies, show the greatest promise for 
the future of Washington wine grape production.  

 
Bio 

     Dr. Michelle Moyer is an Associate Professor and the Viticulture Extension Specialist at Washington State 
University. Located at the Irrigated Agriculture Research and Extension Center in Prosser, WA, her research 
and extension programs focus on integrated pest management in grape, with an emphasis on foliar and 
trunk diseases and soilborne pests. She is also the current project director of a USDA-NIFA-SCRI Project 
titled “Fungicide Resistance Assessment, Mitigation, and Extension Network in Wine, Table and Raisin 
Grapes”, is the current 2nd Vice President of the American Society for Enology and Viticulture and was the 
2020 recipient of the American Society for Enology and Viticulture’s Extension Distinction Award. Dr. 
Moyer received her BSc in Natural Sciences (Genetics, Plant Pathology) from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, and her PhD in Plant Pathology from Cornell University.   

https://wsu.zoom.us/j/94763621072

