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Four Feathers is a division of Zirkle Fruit, one of Washington's largest fruit producers. Included in within the portfolio is several 
thousand acres of vineyard through out the Columbia Valley. Zirkle Fruit established the Four Feathers winery (Prosser, WA) in 
2012 to vinify fruit from these and other vineyards and today acts as a custom facility for a wide range of clients, processing an 

average of 16,000 tons per year. 

Summer/ Fall 2017
Prosser, WA

6/14/17 6/19/17 6/24/17 6/29/17 7/4/17 7/9/17 7/14/17 7/19/17 7/24/17 7/29/17 8/3/17 8/8/17

Lag-Phase McNary 2017

Left: McNary vineyard, one of Four Feathers 
estate vineyards, Columbia river, Umatilla 
and McNary dam can be seen on far left.

Below: McNary vineyard, Sauvignon blanc 

Viticulture Technician Responsibilities
• Pest monitoring 
• Drift monitoring 
• Stand counts
• Lag-phase weights
• Cluster counts
• Bud counts
• Physiological development

Summary
In the fall of 2016 I made the transition from the Pullman campus to the Tri-cities campus to be in the heart of Washington’s wine industry, my goal: to 

develop networks, get hands-on job experience and learn from experienced winemakers/ viticulturist. During my time at Four Feathers, I was able to gain 
significant experience in the vineyard as a vit tech and expand my capabilities in the cellar as a Cellar Lead for harvest. In the vineyard, much of my time was 
split between monitoring (pest, physiological changes, drift, weeds) and gathering lag-phase weights. In the cellar I took on a leadership role as Cellar Lead for 
the winery’s swing shift, which placed me in charge of a number of our interns and several seasonal staff members. Beyond instructing personnel, I had minor 
maintenance responsibilities, including repairing pumps, glycol systems, MOX systems, filtering systems and sanitation systems. Being an intern with Four 
Feathers allowed not only allowed me to achieve my initial goal but also allowed me to carry a full work and full school schedule. 

Cellar Lead 
• Work-load management 
• Personnel training
• Safety/ regulation adherence
• Personnel management 
• Quality assurance 

Wine Estates

Left: Four Feathers Winery prior to the beginning of harvest

Right: Cellar Manager Victor sprays pomace out of Press 2 
prior to replacing press membrane. 

Middle: Lag-phase weights for McNary vineyard, lag-phase 
weights are used to predict harvest weights  
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