
Talking Points for Scoring Scenarios: 

“Standard” scoring: 

• Felony offenses are included in the criminal history score (CHS). 
• Adult felonies score as 1 point (pt), Juvenile Violent or Serious Violent (SV) felonies score as 1 

pt., and juvenile nonviolent (NV) felonies score as ½ pt. (juvenile scores are rounded down). 
• If there is more than one offense for in a sentence, the current offenses will score against one 

another, but are run concurrently (at the same time).  There are exceptions that we’ll go over in 
the scoring document (SV & certain weapon offenses) 

• If a person was under community custody at the time of the current offense, 1 pt is added to the 
criminal history score. 

• Offenses score as if they were a completed offense (example:  Robbery 2° is a Violent offense 
and Attempted Robbery 2° is NV, but would be scored as Violent offense). 

• Only offenses ranked on the adult felony sentence grid are scored – unranked offenses have a 
score of 0 and a standard range of 0-12 months. 

Note:   When scoring rules for “prior” offenses are described, it includes other current offenses too. 
 When the term “misdemeanor” is used in this document, it can also include gross misdemeanors. 
  

Scoring Scenarios: 

1. This is an example of scoring criminal history for an offense with no special scoring rules: 
a. Adult felonies score as 1 pt, Juvenile Violent and SV felonies score as 1 pt, and juvenile NV 

felonies score as ½ pt. 
b. This is the simplest scoring that can occur.  The person has 1 other current NV offense resulting 

1 pt, 3 prior adults felony convictions for 3 pts, one juvenile Violent offense for 1 pt., and 2 
juvenile NV offenses for 1 pt., for a total criminal history score of 6 for each count. 

c. In this example, if you assume the court imposed the low end of the range for both counts, the 
sentence would be for 33 months (33 months on Ct.1 ran concurrent to 12 months and a day on 
Ct. 2). 
 

2. In the second example, the person has the same criminal history but the current offense has special 
scoring rules – it’s a violent offense and a Burglary offense.  The other current offense is a Possession of 
Stolen Property 2°. 

a. In this scenario, the scoring is much different. When scoring the Burglary 1°  offense, the violent 
adult offense scores double for 2 pts. and the 2 adult counts of Burglary also score double, 
resulting in 4 pts (2 pts for each burglary offense) and the other current offense generates 1 pt.  
The juvenile violent offense scores as 1 pt, the juvenile burglary scores as 1 pts and the PSP2 
scores as  ½ pt for a total score of 10.5 pts rounded down to 10.  Ct 2. Is scored the same as it 
was in Scenario 1. 

b. This example highlights the impact of non-standard scoring rules.  With the same criminal 
history,  in scenario #1, the CHS is 6 pts, and in #2, it was 10.5 pts. 
 

3. Violent Offense Category. 
a. The adult prior Violent and SV offense scores double for 4 pts.  The 2 prior NV adult offenses 

score 1 pt each for 2 pts, the juvenile prior Violent offense scores as 1 pt, and the juvenile prior 
NV offenses each score at a ½ for 1 pt, resulting in a overall score of 9 pts. 
 



4.  (a) Serious Violent Offense Category (only one current offense as SV) 
a. With SV offenses, prior SV violent offenses triple score, so the adult Kidnapping 1° generates a 

score of 3 pts, the adult prior Violent offense double scores for 2 pts, the juvenile prior NV 
offense scores as ½ pt for an overall score of 6.5. 
 

(b), Serious Violent Offense Category (with multiple current SV offenses) 
This is one of the exceptions to rule that current offenses run concurrent to each other.  In this 
scenario, there are two current SV offenses (assume separate victims so the offenses are not 
considered same criminal conduct). In this situation, the most serious offense is scored against other 
current non-SV offenses and prior offenses, which would be the SL 12 offense, Assault 1°. The other 
current SV offense is not included in the CHS.  The prior adult Violent offense scores double for a 
score of 2 pts and the prior NV scores as 1 pt.  In this scenario, there are no juvenile offenses in 
criminal history so the overall score for Ct. 1 is 3 pts.  For Ct. 2, the other, less serious offense the 
score is 0 (this is always the case when there are 2 or more SV current offenses, only the most 
serious is scored, all other current SV offenses get a score of 0.  However, instead of the current 
counts being served concurrently, there are served consecutive (one ends before the other starts). 
 
Assuming the court imposes the low end of the standard range, the sentence for Ct. 1 would be 120 
months and the sentence for Ct. 2 would be 51 months, for a total sentence of 171 months. 
 

5. Felony Traffic Offense.   
This is an exception to the standard rule that only felony offenses are included in the CHS. When there is 
a felony traffic offense, certain misdemeanor offenses are included in the CHS. In addition to being a 
felony traffic offense, the offense (Vehicular Assault in a Reckless Manner) is also a violent offense. 

a. The prior adult felony criminal history includes a Vehicular Assault -  Disregard the Safety of 
Others. While this is a NV offense, the scoring still is double, resulting in 2 pts.  There is also a 
prior NV felony offense  that scores are 2 pts (Attempted Robbery 2 is not violent but scores as 
though it was a completed offense) and a prior NV felony offense (1 pt) and a prior 
misdemeanor that is scored for 1 pt.  The juvenile history includes a NV offense for ½ pts and 
two misdemeanors that are scored at ½ each, for 1 pt. (Note that in this example, while there 
wasn’t juvenile violent history, if there would have been, it wouldn’t result in a higher score 
than a NV – all juvenile offenses score at ½ pt each unless the offense was a Vehicular Homicide 
or Assault).  This person was also on community custody at the time of the offense, so the total 
CHS is 7.5, rounded down to 7. 
 

6. Homicide by Watercraft.   
a. The scoring rules for this offense includes 2 pts for each prior Homicide by Watercraft or Assault 

by Watercraft (adult or juvenile) and also includes certain misdemeanor offenses* (1 pt for adult 
and ½ pt for juvenile).  All other adult offenses score as 1 pt and all other juvenile offenses score 
as ½ pt (even if a violent offense).  * The misdemeanor offenses that are included in the CHS are: 
DUI, Actual Physical Control, or Operation of a Vessel under the Influence. Note: Juv Violent 
offenses are scored at ½ pt, not 1 pt. 
 

7. Manufacture Methamphetamine 
a. The scoring rules for this offense differ based on whether or not the person has a prior 

conviction for a Sex or SV offense.  If there is a prior Sex or SV, then prior drug offenses triple 
score for adult offenses and double score for juvenile offenses.  Any prior adult or juvenile 



offense for Manufacture of Meth scores as 3 pts (regardless of whether or not there is  a prior 
Sex of SV offense). 

b. If there are no prior Sex of SV offenses, then prior NV drug offenses count “standard” (1 pt for 
adult and ½ for juvenile). Other adult offenses count as 1 pt, juvenile NV as ½ pt, and juvenile 
Violent as 1 pt). 
 

8. Drug Offense Category 
a. Similar to Manufacture Meth (except no triple scoring required for prior Manufacture of Meth). 

If prior Sex or SV, then prior drug offenses triple score for adults, double score for juvenile 
offenses.  If no prior Sex or SV, then prior drug offenses single score for adult and ½ pt for 
juvenile offenses.  
 

9. Escape from Community Custody 
a. This is a unique scoring rule for this offense, only other Escapes receive a score.  Also, no pt is 

given for being on community custody when the current offense occurs. 
 

10.  Escape 1° or 2° 
a. This is unique also. All felony offenses score just 1 pt for adult felony offenses and ½ pt for 

felony juvenile offenses (regardless of whether or not it’s a violent offense). Also, no pt is given 
for being on community custody when the current offense occurs. 
 

11. Burglary and Residential Burglary Offenses 
a. These offenses score history “standard” except for prior convictions for Burglary score double – 

2 pts for adult Burglary offenses and 1 pt for juvenile Burglary offenses. 
 

12. Sex Offense Category 
a. Sex offenses can be Serious Violent, Violent, or NV.  Only prior felony offenses score.  For prior 

sex offenses, each adult and juvenile triple score (3 pts for each sex offense).  If the current is a 
Violent Sex offense, then each adult and juvenile double score (2 pts for both adult and juvenile 
violent offenses). If the current is a NV Sex offense, each adult non-sex prior offense scores as 1 
pt  and juvenile Violent non-sex offense scores as 1 pt and juvenile NV non-sex as ½ pt. 
 

13. Failure to Register (FTR) as a Sex Offender (2nd or subsequent offense)  
a. FTR as a sex offender, first violation, is not a sex offense, and is an unranked offense so it is not 

scored.  If a FTR is a 2nd or subsequent violation of FTR, then it is categorized as a ranked sex 
offense.  When scoring a ranked FTR offense, prior sex offenses score as 3 pts (juvenile or adult).  
However, prior ranked FTRs do not triple score even though they are a sex offense by definition 
– they score as 1 pt for both adult and juvenile offenses.   Other prior non-sex adult offenses 
score as 1 pt, and Violent non-sex juvenile as 1 pt, and NV non-sex juvenile as ½ pt. 
 

14. Motor Vehicle Offenses (Theft of a Motor Vehicle,  Possession of a Stolen Vehicle, Taking a Motor 
Vehicle Without Permission 1°, or Taking a Motor Vehicle Without Permission 2°) 

a. If the current offense is a Motor Vehicle offense,  then any prior adult or juvenile offenses of 
Theft 1 (of a motor vehicle), Theft 2 (of a motor vehicle), Possession of Stolen Property 1 (of a 
motor vehicle), Possession of Stolen Property 2 (of a motor vehicle), Theft of a Motor Vehicle, 
Possession of a Stolen Vehicle, Taking a Motor Vehicle Without Permission 1, or Taking a Motor 
Vehicle Without Permission 2 conviction count as 3 points each. The traffic misdemeanor 



offense of Vehicle Prowl 2° is also included in the CHS and counts as 1 pt for prior adult and ½ pt 
for prior juvenile offenses. Other offenses score standard. 
 

15. Felony Domestic Violence Offenses 
a. Scoring depends on the classification of the underlying offense (i.e., Sex offense, Violent offense, 

Serious Violent offense).  In addition to the scoring rules of the underlying offense, certain prior 
adult felony offenses where DV was plead/proven double score – 2 pts for each (see subsections (a) 
and (b) below). 
 
Prior misdemeanor offenses defined as Repetitive DV offense (see list below) count as 1 pt for each 
adult offense. 
 
For any prior juvenile offenses that are second or subsequent offenses listed under subsection (a) 
below, they count as 1 pt. 

 
Repetitive DV offenses: 

• Domestic violence assault that is not a felony offense;  
• Domestic violence violation of a no-contact order that is not a felony offense; 
• Domestic violence violation of a protection order that is not a felony offense; 
• Domestic violence harassment offense that is not a felony offense; or 
• Domestic violence stalking offense that is not a felony offense; or 
• Any federal, out-of-state, tribal court, military, county, or municipal conviction for an offense 

that under the laws of this state would be classified as a repetitive domestic violence offense 
under (a) of this subsection. 

 
Prior DV offenses that double score: 
(a) DV was plead/proven after August 1, 2011 for any of the following offenses: 

• Felony violation of a no-contact or protection order;  
• Felony Harassment; 
• Felony Stalking; 
• Burglary 1; 
• Kidnapping 1 or 2; 
• Unlawful imprisonment; 
• Robbery 1 or 2; 
• Assault 1, 2 or 3; or  
• Arson 1 or 2; 
 

(b) DV was plead/proven after July 23, 2017,  for any of the following offenses: 
• Assault of a Child 1, 2 or 3; or  
• Criminal Mistreatment 1 or 2. 


