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Attendees:  
• Russ Brown (alt. for Jon Tunheim), 

Washington Association of Prosecuting 
Attorneys  

• Rep. Roger Goodman, Washington State 
House Democratic Caucus 

• Keri-Anne Jetzer (alt. for Judge Saint 
Clair), Sentencing Guidelines Commission 

• Lauren Knoth (research & data support), 
Washington Institute for Public Policy 

• Greg Link, WA Ass’n of Criminal Defense 
Attorneys; WA Defender Association 

• Judge Wesley Saint Clair, Sentencing 
Guidelines Commission 

• Melody Simle (alt. for Suzanne Cook), 
Families of Incarcerated Persons 

• Clela Steelhammer (research & data 
support), Caseload Forecast Council 

• Nick Straley (alt. for Nick Allen), Interests 
of Incarcerated Persons 

• Jon Tunheim, Washington Association of 
Prosecuting Attorneys  

• Waldo Waldron-Ramsey, Interests of 
Incarcerated Persons 

• Judge Josephine Wiggs-Martin, Superior 
Court Judges Association 

Guests: Joanne Smieja and David Trieweiler 

Facilitation Team: Amanda Murphy, Maggie Counihan, and Hannah Kennedy 
 
WELCOME & AGENDA REVIEW 
Amanda welcomed Sentencing Grid Subgroup (Subgroup) members and reviewed the agenda. 
Given the number of topics the Subgroup needs to tackle, she asked members to focus on 
developing some preliminary potential recommendations to address the southwest corner of the 
sentencing grid. 
 
THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE GRID  
Most sentences take place in the lower left (southwest) corner of Washington’s sentencing grid, i.e., 
most cases involve low offense seriousness level (OSL) offenses and individuals with relatively low 
criminal history scores (CHSs). Recent research conducted by the Washington State Institute for 
Public Policy (WSIPP) found that increasing the number of cells in the southwest corner with a 
presumptive minimum sentence of zero months may lead to a significant decrease in overall 
incarceration rates across the state. 
 
The Subgroup discussed whether to increase the number of cells with a presumptive minimum of 
zero months. Member also wondered whether there should be a difference between offense 
seriousness level (OSL) 1 penalties and unranked offense penalties, which currently include a 
presumptive sentence range of zero to 12 months regardless of criminal history score.  
 
Several potential recommendations emerged:  

1. Reduce the minimum of some cells (shaded in dark green in supporting materials below) to 
zero but keep the minimum at 6 months for other cells (shaded light green). Some 
members felt the public and Legislature would not support dropping the minimum of all 



southwest corner cells to zero and would want individuals with higher CHSs to face at least 
some incarceration time. However, members were not sure how much time such individuals 
should face (e.g., 3 months? 6 months?). Some members favor wider ranges (e.g., 1-12 
months) to maximum judicial discretion. 

2. Presumptive minimums in the southwest corner could include at least some incarceration 
time for crimes against persons, while all other types of crimes would have a presumptive 
minimum of zero months. Members suggested putting a separate minimum in 
parentheticals within cells with a footnote to the grid that indicates that parenthetical 
minimums apply to offenses classified in statute as a crime against a person.  

3. Establish a non-incarcerative alternative sanction as the presumptive sentence for 
offenses in the southwest corner. The Subgroup discussed a presumptive community 
supervision sentence in lieu of incarceration for all green cells (see supporting materials) 
while leaving confinement terms as an option up to judicial discretion. 

 
Regardless of what changes to the grid the Task Force recommends, Subgroup members agreed 
more transparency is needed in sentencing across Washington state.  
 
NEXT STEPS & ACTION ITEMS 

• The Facilitation Team will type-up the preliminary recommendations and send meeting 
materials ahead of next week’s Subgroup meeting.  

 
 
SUPPORTING MATERIALS 

 


