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Context of Suburban Housing Affordability
• Lots of existing resources for urban and rural
communities, but less for suburbs or regional
metropolitan areas
• Home costs have been a long upwards trend,
more than doubling over the last 55 years…
and suburbs are not immune (Bank for International
Settlements, 2020)

• White paper with the goal of reviewing
motivations, approaches to understanding
markets, and policy options

Understanding

• Economic characteristics
• Cost burdened
• Transportation

• Demographic characteristics
• Population change
• Living patterns

Motivating

• To address housing, communities
must know their why for doing it …
beyond reducing disposable income
• People experiencing homelessness
• Health
• Racial Inequalities

• Housing supply characteristics

• Quantity, quality, single v. multifamily,
rent v. own

“In fact, any examination of housing
affordability in the absence of racial justice is
incomplete due to the currently inseparable
interaction of race, housing policy, and
housing-related outcomes in the United
States.” (Carpenter and Augst 2021, p.2)

Policy Options
Place-based
People-based
Planning & Zoning
Administrative Options

Place-Based Policy Options
• Design and management of housing developments

• Locating services on-site in developments, building in community organizations,
creating places people want to live through design, engagement with residents

• Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED)

• Using natural surveillance, natural access control, natural territorial reinforcement,
maintenance, and activity support

• Transportation and Walkability

• Addresses the combined burden of housing and transportation costs
• May require regional collaboration

“Place-based policies refer to efforts to efforts
enhance the economic performance of specific
areas and deprived neighborhoods.”
(Carpenter and Augst 2021, p. 8)

People-Based Policy Options
• Rapid Re-Housing

• Three components: housing identification, move-in and rent assistance, and case
management and services (National Alliance to End Homelessness 2017)
• Can lead to better outcomes than temporary shelters (Culhane and Metraux 2008)

• Supportive Services

• HUD user portal contains may case studies through the Office of Policy Development
and Research (Department of Housing and Urban Development, n.d.)

• Special case of permanent supportive housing

Planning & Zoning Policy Options
• Include housing goals in plans

• Including affordable housing goals has shown association with decreased percentage
of people experience cost-burden (Jun 2017)

• Increase density of residential zones

• Suburban communities more likely to have large lots and low residential (single-family
zoning districts)

• Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs)
• Inclusionary Zoning

• Integrating housing for all income levels in all areas through regulations,
incentives/bonuses, removing past racist deed covenants

Administrative Options
• Reducing barriers and timelines

• Often cited by developers as a major
barrier
• Rhode Island provides incentives for
streamlined reviews (Massachusetts

Association of Regional Planning Agencies 2007)

• Michigan’s Redevelopment Ready
Communities Program

• Housing Trust Fund/Community
Land Trust

• Often-Public Private partnerships
toward the communities housing goals
(preservation, homelessness, etc.)

(City of Grand Haven Affordable Housing Task Force 2018)

MSU Extension Programming and
Resources
Applying the white paper’s lessons to communities

Redlining in Michigan
Main purpose of website is to provide factual information and start
conversations to confront the injustice and inequality that remains in our
Michigan cities today.
However, we also hope the website will help spur housing policy that pursues
racial justice.
www.canr.msu.edu/redlining

Attainable Housing Programs
• Using the white paper to inform Extension housing programs

(1 hour)

(1.5 hour)

(4 hour)

Scenario Based Activities
• Bringing Spartyville from MSU
Extension’s Citizen Planner to our
housing programs

• Scenario based activities that build
participant skills and confidence in the topic

• Two new activities focused on housing
• Planning for Housing: Setting the goals
• Zoning for Missing Middle Housing:
Applying the plan to zoning

Additional Resources
• MSU Extension Housing Checklists
• Planning for Housing
• Implementation for Housing

• Additional housing Resources Handout

• Annotated list of resources for communities

• Website Articles

• Community discussions around housing:
Explaining common key terms
• MSU Extension develops online resource,
programs addressing historical redlining of
Michigan cities
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