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Last Name: Rodrigues

First Name: Maxine
Title:

Stormwater Equity Coordinator, Confluence AmeriCorps Member

Institution:

Bureau of Environmental Services, City of Portland

Institution Type:

Government Agency

Mailing Address:
State:

City:

Portland

Phone:

(503) 823-9732

Email:

maxine.rodrigues@portlandoregon.gov

Zip Code:

OR

Click green space to upload photo

Website:
Education:

Ph.D:

MS:

BS:

Natural Resources, OSU

Which platforms do you use (select all that apply):
Slack Trello Base Camp One Drive Google Drive Drop Box

✔

✔

Short Bio:

I am an AmeriCorps member serving with the Bureau of Environmental Services Tree Program.
My role is to provide education and outreach about street trees and stormwater management,
specifically to populations in low-income, low-canopy, and/or communities of color. I graduated
from Oregon State with a B.S. in Natural Resources and hope to pursue a career in
environmental education and restoration.
What are your agency or community's greatest environmental challenges:
One of the greatest challenges for BES is to find solutions for Combined Sewer Overflows, though they have been greatly reduced over the
last decade. Another one of our greatest environmental challenges is distributing resources equitably and ensuring that everyone in Portland
receives the benefits of trees and other green infrastructure. Many people do not have the awareness, education, time, or money to address
these issues, specifically residents in marginalized communities.

What are the major knowledge gaps/scientific questions that need to be answered to address these
environmental challenges?

What is the most efficient way to handle wastewater and stormwater? What kind of
differentiation would we need in terms of pipe capacity and how do we determine need vs.
outcome? What are the barriers for low-income communities or communities of color to plant
more street trees and how can these barriers be overcome? What tools are necessary to make
planting trees more accessible to populations from all backgrounds?
What successes has your agency/community had with green infrastructure when addressing these challenges?

Our department focuses on planting trees in "equity geographies" i.e. low-income,
low-canopy and/or communities of color and have been successful in planting about 75%
of our street trees in these areas. We have also been able to reach out to non-native
English speakers about stormwater management and have had English learners come
out to plantings. The Tree Team has been able to provide trees for low-canopy
communities and is currently working on a project called the Jade Greening, which
focuses on planting street trees in the Jade District.
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