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Education:
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Zip Code:

97206
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Ph.D:

MS:

Environmental Science and Management

BS:

Biology, Environmental Science

Which platforms do you use (select all that apply):
Slack Trello Base Camp One Drive Google Drive Drop Box
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Short Bio:
Carrie manages the Clean Water program at Willamette Partnership, a conservation non-profit that works across the Northwest. Her work focuses on
demonstrating how nature can support clean water, finding new ways to fund good work on the ground, and building partnerships to support lasting
change in how we manage water resources.
Previous to her role at Willamette Partnership, Carrie worked in conservation and restoration with state and federal agencies and research institutions for
the better part of a decade. She currently serves on the board of the East Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District. She has a Masters of
Environmental Science and Management from the Bren School at UC Santa Barbara, and a B.S. in Biology from Iowa State University, 5 miles from the
exact center of Iowa

What are your agency or community's greatest environmental challenges:
Willamette Partnership operates across the West with a focus in the Pacific Northwest. Many Northwest rivers and streams are impacted by
some combination of a legacy of land use decisions that constrained rivers into simplified channels, stormwater, agricultural runoff,
degradation of stream corridors, and regulated discharges. The greatest challenge is getting cohesive, collective action at a scale that can
significantly address these challenges.

What are the major knowledge gaps/scientific questions that need to be answered to address these
environmental challenges?
1) Culture and champions: How do we socialize natural infrastructure so that multi-benefit, long term, watershed scale investments
are business as usual?
2) Understanding and communicating the benefits (wq and social) of restoring natural stream systems, as well as the associated
uncertainty of our predictions. Some of this information is out there, but we want it to be easier and faster to make the business
case to decision makers and the public.
3) Policy: We have gotten good at accounting for uncertainty in engineered treatment systems, but we need better policy and
finance tools to account for the greater level of uncertainty associated with restoring natural system functions.

What successes has your agency/community had with green infrastructure when addressing these challenges?
We have systems to quantify and track project-scale water quality improvements in a way that works as regulatory compliance. We
are tracking restoration projects in the Willamette, Columbia, Rogue, and John Day. We also helped get a state rule completed on
the use of water quality trading and information resources that make it easier for others to use this approach.
We have had significant success in transferring innovative models for natural infrastructure by a) developing information resources
and customizable templates for policy and programs that use natural infrastructure. For example, we developed a reference manual
and templates for policy and implementation of water quality trading; b) disseminating information through peer networks,
particularly networks representing a diverse range of interests and credible voices; c) packaging our story into "bite, snack, meal"
style communications that reach a broad range of audiences where they are. That includes high level messages/take aways going
out in short formats, followed up by increasingly longer and more technical materials for those that are ready to dive in.
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