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Danielle Blevins 
BIA, Land Operations 
10 Nez Perce St. 
Nespelem, WA 99155 
(509) 634-2338 
danielle.blevins@bia.gov 

Okanogan County  
Noxious Weed Board 
Anna Lyon, Manager 
(509)422-7165 
noxiousweeds@co.okanogan.wa.us   

 
Ferry County Weed Board  
Rochelle Osborne,  
Coordinator  
509-775-5225 x1111 
wbcoord@co.ferry.wa.us  

 
 
 

Linda McLean 

ANR FRTEP Educator  
22 Nespelem/San Poil St., 
PO Box 150, Nespelem, WA 99155 
(509) 634-2305 
ljmclean@wsu.edu  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Larry D. Skillestad 
USDA APHIS PPQ 
(509) 353-2950 Office 
(509) 590-9900 Cell 
Larry.d.skillestad@aphis.usda.gov  

These invasive aquatic weeds are non-native and can out compete our native plants on the Colville  
Reservation. Their spread is detrimental to aquatic habitats. Please help in controlling these when found.  

Report or get control information by calling the phone number of choice below. Thank you 

Flowering Rush 

Yellow Flag Iris 

Purple Loosestrife Japanese Knotweed 

Milfoil Pondweed Hydrilla 

Japanese Knotweed is an aggressive ornamental 
that is capable of forming dense stands, crowding 
out all other vegetation and degrading habitat. It 

is difficult to control once established. It is a  
perennial species with spreading rhizomes and 

numerous reddish-brown, freely branched stems. 
Plants can reach 4-8 feet in height.  

Flowering Rush is an aggressive colonizer and can 
spread by seed, bulbils and rhizome fragments. It 
is an emergent, aquatic, perennial that grows in a 

range of fresh water habitats. Plants have a         
cylindrical stalk, up to 5 ft tall, ending in a flat-

topped flower cluster with individual flower 
stalks of 20 to 50 light pink flowers.  

Purple loosestrife is a vigorous competitor and 
can crowd out other vegetation including native 

species. Loosestrife stands provide poor cover for 
waterfowl. It can reach up to 10 feet tall and 5 

feet wide and has a persistent, perennial tap root 
and spreading rootstock. Flowers are densely 

clustered on a 4-16 inch terminal flowering spike. 

Yellow flag iris is an invasive  
perennial that is a problem in many 

states and other countries. It will 
sicken livestock if ingested and is 
generally avoided by herbivores. 

Contact with its resins can cause skin 
irritation in humans. It is a perennial, 

aquatic, herbaceous plant which 
grows 2-3 feet tall along shores and 
has yellow flowers with brownish 

purple mottled markings.  

Milfoil is an invasive plant that can 
alter aquatic ecosystems. It may be 

able to hybridize with the native  
watermilfoil resulting in a more  

aggressive hybrid. It forms mats that 
shade out native plants and inhibits 

water flow and recreational  
activities. It is a submersed, rooted 

aquatic plant, having both  
submerged and emergent leaves  

growing from a stout stem. 

Pondweed is an invasive plant that 
forms surface mats, interfering with 
aquatic recreation. Dense colonies 

can restrict access to docks and sport 
fishing. It grows entirely underwater 

except for the flower stalk which 
rises above the water. It has  
distinctly wavy-edged, crispy  

olive-green to reddish-brown leaves. 
It usually grows early in spring and 

dies back in summer.  

Hydrilla forms dense canopies that 
often shade out native vegetation. 

Extensive single species stands  
provide poor habitat for fish and 

other wildlife. Once established, it 
destroys freshwater recreational 

opportunities by forming extensive 
surface mats. Hydrilla is a submersed  

perennial herb, growing rooted to 
the bottom, in either still or flowing  

water.  
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