Scouting and Thresholds for
BlackberryPests and Diseases

This field guide is intended to be used as a tool to aid in samplir
and decisiormaking for managing key insect and disease pests
blackberry fields. It compiles information from numerous written
sources, practical pest scouting experience of growers and
information gathered from a consensus meeting of growers and
industry representatives.

The guide is organized based on crop stage and pest developn
because this is the way the grower or scout encounters blackbe
pests and decides how to manage them.

The crop stages are divided into six periods:

iPre-Bloom (Marcht April)

iBloom (May)

iPreHarvest (June)

iHarvest (Julyt August)
iPostHarvest (Septembet October)

Pest monitoring guidelines are provided for each pest, as well a
thresholds and management tools when they are applicable.
Monitoring guidelines relate to the scouting record sheets whict
available on the Blackberry IPM Manual Web site through WSU
Whatcom County Extension.

Regular field scouting is an important component of any IPM
program. By performing some of the basic scouting and record
keeping procedures outlined in this manual, growers can be ma
informed and involved in pest management decisinaking.

Regular systematic scouting and recordkeeping is the fundamental
component of Integrated Pest Management. The scouting season
typically begins in March prior to the onset of bloom with five to six
trips during prebloom and bloom, two to three trips during pre
harvest, and two to three trips during harvest and pbstvest.

Eight to ten weltimed trips through the field for the entire season
are usually enough to provide valuable information on which to bas
decisions. Scouting and recordkeeping takes about an hour for eac
field visit. This represents a total, seadong investment of eight to
ten hours per field.

Fields should be checked on approximate two week intervals from
March through June prior to the onset of harvest. Sampling during
harvest is difficult due to time constraints but careful observations
of insects that may be present on the harvesting belt is a form of
scouting as well. Fields should be checked on approximate two weg
intervals starting immediately after harvest and into early October
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For more information omBlackberryPM inthe Pacific
Northwest,see theBlackberryPM Manual online at:
http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ipm/manual/black




