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Cowlitz County WSU Extension office hours is Monday/Wednesday/Friday from 9 am to 12
pm
Extension Staff is still available via phone or email on Tuesday and Thursday.

FACE MASK REQUIRED
Carlee Dowell for General Information at
360-577-3014 ext. 0 or dowellc@co.cowlitz.wa.us
Gary Fredricks (Director) is available from 9 am- 4pm for Master Gardeners, Small Farms Management and Community Development at
360-577-3014 ext. 3 or garyf@wsu.edu
Jennifer Leach is available from 8:30am- 5pm for
4-H, Youth Programs and Strengthening Families Program at
360-577-3014 ext. 4 or jleach@wsu.edu

Elizabeth Stratton for SNAP-Ed
360-577-3014 ext. 7 or elizabeth.stratton@wsu.edu

Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be
reported through your local Extension office
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WSU Extension Office Landscaping Plan
from the Master Gardeners
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WSU Extension Office Landscaping Plan
from the Master Gardeners (Cont.)

Section 1. Cowlitz Way side—faces north. Currently there are two overgrown rock
rose shrubs, one at the west end, and one at the east end. At the north east corner
of the building, there is an old vine maple with many suckers at the base, and another one next to the building slightly west of this one, in the same condition. The rest of
the ground is covered with dead grassy weeds that have been weed whipped down.
Section 2. 4th Ave. side—faces east. Again—at the corner of 4th and Cowlitz way is
the aforementioned large overgrown rock rose shrub. At the south end of this area is
a private patio, fenced in by white panels. The rest of the area is completely covered
with dead grassy weeds.
Section 3. Inside the parking lot, at the south east corner, there is an old wine
barrel planter, a patch of healthy variegated wintercreeper euonymus, and a severely pruned Viburnum opulus. It’s bordered with decorative landscape blocks. The remaining soil is unplanted and bare.
Section 4. Stretch of foundation planting area inside the parking lot, along the
south wall of the building beyond the
entrance door. It’s currently covered with cut-down dead grassy weeds. There is
a water spigot on the building here. As far as is known, this is the only water on
the outside.
We discussed the immediate interim solution of acquiring arborist wood chips—we
think it would probably take 4-5 truckloads to put a 6-8 inch cover over all areas that
are exposed. Gary proposed asking the LV Parks department to dump loads of
chips at Cougar Cottage and asking the fairgrounds personnel to use their front
loader to load them into MG’s pickup trucks. The trucks could back up directly onto
the areas needing chips, and MG volunteers could sweep them off the trucks and
rake them into place. This would eliminate the energy and time intensive use of
wheelbarrows. Lynell said she had a contact in Kelso who might be able to drop
truckloads of chips directly onto the areas, too. We are waiting to learn the outcome.
We discussed the need to prune trees and shrubs prior to putting down the chips. Art
suggested cleaning up the ground first. No decision was made.
We discussed the need for low maintenance, drought resistant plants, including
groundcovers that would look attractive. Lithodora was mentioned by Lynell. We
don’t yet know how much sun the north side of the building gets in summer, but it
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WSU Extension Office Landscaping Plan
from the Master Gardeners (Cont.)

might be too much to plant shade loving plants. Lynell shared some ideas from photos she’s taken. We talked about native plant possibilities (E.g., Oregon Grape), juniper, barberry, pollinator plants, summer sweet. We agreed that it would be a good
idea to look at successful plantings in public areas near us—Vancouver, Longview—
to see what does well and looks attractive. One area of concern is that plants may
be stolen—we’ve seen that often at our Demonstration Garden. Some suggested
that our new location is more public and exposed, and may make it less likely to be
plundered.
Lynell enjoys landscape planning, and we will send our plant suggestions to her for
consideration. Art and Roman will measure the areas on Thursday, July 1 at 9am.
Additional thoughts (Roman):
Roman has many western sword ferns that we might use for background groupings.
Drift roses. Are super hardy and care free. They bloom all summer. Zero problems
How about a low hedge, maybe along Cowlitz Way, of yellow barberry? I know it's
very unstylish, but it could be effective. And, besides an occasional haircut, no
maintenance.
I think the section of stucco wall on the Cowlitz Way side would look good with a
garden themed mural.
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That three day “visit to hell” heat wave with temps in the triple digits in June has
made me rethink the current plants I’ve got in my landscape—and I haven’t even
seen our water bill yet! It’s something we all may need to start thinking about. As
wet as it is here in the winter, our summers are getting dryer and warmer. In the
past 100 years, the average temperature in the PNW has risen about 2°. As little as
this may sound, it has repercussions for our available water supply. It means that
there is less snowpack on our mountains, earlier snow melt, and less water available
for the last half of summer when we need it to keep our water guzzling plants alive.
Add to that the burgeoning population growth using our water supply, and it means
that less water is returning to the rivers and streams to support fish, wildlife, and native plants. I never thought I’d have to worry about the water supply in western
Washington, but it’s vulnerable here, too, and will be more so in the future. One of
the ways we can help is to create a sustainable but beautiful landscape that sips instead of guzzles water.
Probably the most important thing you can do to reduce water use in your landscape
is to reduce the size of your lawn. If you give your lawn the recommended 1 inch of
water per week, a 100’ x 100’ area of lawn uses a whopping 6,230 gallons of water
per week! Start small—but plan for it now! The thought of renovating my entire yard
is overwhelming, but doing it in small chunks is more manageable. Develop an overall plan for your spaces, taking into consideration the sun, soil and soil drainage,
wind, slopes, noises, views, etc. Get started with just a small part of it, perhaps just
a 4 x 6 ft. section.
It’s easy to make new planting beds in grassy areas. Cut your grass as low to the
ground as you can. Cover it with 10-12 inches of free arborist wood chips. This will
kill the grass and weed seeds, and help to create great soil as it decomposes. Check
in in 4-8 weeks. If the grass is dead, you can rake back the chips and plant! Replace
2-4 inches of mulch around the new plants, and repurpose the rest of the mulch in
your yard. It’s as easy as that!

Page 6

Drought– Tolerant Landscaping for Summer-Dry Climates (CONT.)

Here are some things to think about.
Right plants, right place: There are great lists of plants online (greatplantpicks.org)
and in books like the Sunset Western Garden Book and Gardening in Summer-Dry
Climates: Plants for a Lush, Water-Conscious Landscape by Nora Harlow. Talk to
friends—see what does best in their gardens. Low water use shrubs, trees, perennial flowers, bulbs, and groundcovers that you’d enjoy. Place plants with similar light,
soil, and water needs together. Prioritize which plants are most important to you and
"spend" your water on them--probably your pricey trees and shrubs. Plan to use perennial flowers and gorgeous ornamental grasses to add color to your landscape instead of thirsty summer annuals. Learn to appreciate our PNW native plants, but
plant them in spaces that mimic their natural habitat.
Consider adding hardscape areas, groundcovers, low water need plants, mulch, and
eco-lawn mixes to existing turf areas. Replace some of your lawn with waterpermeable patio areas—wood rock, pavers, gravel are good choices. You can create
some lovely gathering spaces in your landscaping to enjoy with your family and
friends.
While you’re planning, consider getting a soil test to get specific recommendations
for improving your soil before planting—you can’t go wrong by adding more composted organic matter to your existing soil. Planning for drip irrigation and mulching
will get the water where you need it and keep it there.
I think our dry, hot summers are probably here to stay for the foreseeable future—
let’s adapt our landscaping to the conditions. One of the best things about planning
drought resistant landscaping is you’ll have less work to do in the garden and be
able to enjoy it more. Your plants will be healthier because they are adapted to dry
summers, you’ll be doing less weeding and watering because of your drip irrigation
and mulching, and your water bill will be much lower. Learn as you go—some plants
will work great for you, others may not. Be flexible because there are so many fun
options to choose from!

More: Workshop Video, Presentation Slides, Handout with great online resources

By: Master Gardener Alice Slusher
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Evergreen Needles Don’t Last Forever

Question: We have noticed that several of our evergreen trees, including our cedar
and pine, are losing a lot of needles. We are worried it may be some kind of fungus
disease. Should we spray them with a fungicide?

Although evergreens provide green color all year long, it doesn’t mean that individual
needles live forever. In fact, it’s normal for some of the needles on evergreens to
turn yellow or brown and fall from the tree in the fall. This seasonal needle loss is a
natural occurrence. Seasonal needle loss is perhaps most conspicuous on our native Western Red Cedar when the older foliage turns brownish red in color. This phenomenon is commonly referred to as “cedar flagging”.
Evergreen needles have varying life spans, depending on the species. Arborvitae
and pine needles live for 2 years, while spruce needles live for 3 years or longer. Some species of evergreens have a more noticeable leaf drop than others. In
the fall, arborvitae and white pine often drop their 2 year old needles all at once
which can be quite alarming if you don’t realize it’s perfectly normal.
Environmental stresses, such as drought and hot temperatures, may cause greater
than normal loss of needles. The normal pattern of seasonal needle loss is a gradual discoloration and eventual loss of inner needles form the top to the bottom of the
trees. In contrast, fungal diseases often cause browning of the newest (outermost)
needles, death of the entire branches, or thinning of needles on just the lower
branches.
On other species, needle drop occurs gradually, with a small number of needles falling at one time. Foliage developed during the current year (at the branch tips) remains green. The older needles of yew shrubs will turn yellow and drop in late
spring or early summer. Broad leaved evergreens, such as rhododendrons, drop
their 2-3 year-old leaves in late summer and early fall.
Inner and lower needles that are hidden form light are usually the first to drop. Pruning excess growth and dead limbs can help open the plant to more light.
Written by Don Tapio, retired WSU Extension agent

