
 
Winter Wise Preps 

 
In November of 2022, the WSU Okanogan County Extension Master Gardeners put their demonstration 
garden, located at the Okanogan Fairgrounds, to sleep for the winter. 
 

 
 
The marigolds that were bordering the plot were removed, preventing the over spreading of these annual 
seeds throughout the garden.  Marigolds are useful along garden borders because they repel aphids that 
attack plants in the brassica family.  If left to go to seed, these plants can quickly take over if not 
managed. 
 
The lily plants were drastically cut back to 6 inches above the soil.  This encourages better root growth 
which will strengthen the plant in spring and conserve its energy. 
 
The boxwood plants were covered with a thick natural mulch of fallen leaves, which contain valuable 
carbon that enhances the soil with microbes and provides for a healthy garden bed in spring. The 
boxwoods need this thick blanket for winter because they are still young, at two years old, and need 
protection until they fully mature in a few more years. 



 
 
The rest of the plantings were gently covered with leaves and other plant material that will break down 
over the next few months, and they will benefit from a covering of snow until the first thaw. 
 
We did not cut back most of the flowering plants to leave seeds as a food source for the birds and other 
wildlife that will help sustain them through the cold.  We also collected some of the seeds for future 
plantings.  
 

  
 
We had some help from the local felines in the area, as they supervised our day!  We are sure they 
approve of our winter prepping and hope that they will continue to help us out by reducing rodent damage 
to the garden bed. 



 
 
We look forward to spring 2023 when we will uncover and add to our beautiful Firewise and waterwise 
demonstration garden. 
 

To see the plant list from the Demo Garden, please visit our Master Gardener Page.    

https://extension.wsu.edu/okanogan/gardening/master-gardeners/

