
Y
a

k
im

a
 C

o
u

n
ty

 M
a

s
te

r
 G

a
r
d

e
n

e
r
 N

e
w

s
 J

a
n

u
a

r
y

 2
0
2
3
 

S
c
o
o
p
 o

’ 
D

ir
t 

Happy New Year One and All – 
Welcome to 2023, our Master 
Gardener Program’s 50th year! 

Yes, the WSU Extension Master Gardener 

Program started right here in Washington 

State in 1973. Just a few years later, in 

1980, the Program came to Yakima Coun-

ty. That is when I first heard about the pro-

gram. Life, babies, work all delayed my en-

try into Master Gardeners, but I joined in 

2003 and I have not looked back. This is a 

remarkable organization, a jewel really, 

right here in our greater Yakima Valley 

Community. It is all thanks to each of you.  

Give yourself credit for helping to make 

our program strong and successful. For 

every hour you have volunteered, thank 

you. When a call went out and you an-

swered, thank you. When a teacher was 

needed, you stepped up. When the clinic 

needed staffing, you showed up. When 

bugs needed managing, you managed. 

When weeds needed pulling, you pulled. 

When signs needed making, you got busy. 

When flowers needed deadheading, you 

brought your shears. When articles needed 

writing, you wrote 

your hearts out. When 

money needed raising, 

you brought your A-

game. And when that 

money needed han-

dling, you handled it. When new sheeting 

on a greenhouse was needed, you brought 

your helpful hands. When mulch needed 

hauling and spreading, you were all over it. 

When temps needed checking and plants 

watering, you never failed. When food was 

needed, a banquet showed up. When a 

friend needed uplifting, your good spirits 

flowed in.  

I hope you recognize yourself in some of 

the activities mentioned above. These and 

many more, are thanks to your volunteer 

hearts. Here we go – heading in to 2023, 

where we get to do it all over again. Thank 

You, Thank You, Thank You.  

Debra Kroon, President. 

Take a Chance!        By Debra Kroon 

Have you ever passed by those booths at the Central Washington State Fair where 

they ask you to fill out a survey, or enter for a chance to win? Of course, you have. But 

have you ever stopped and entered? Congratulations to Pat Bombard, Foundation 

Secretary, who stopped at the U.S. Cellular booth and entered the Get 5/Give 5 draw-

ing. Pat WON! $5000 for herself and $5000 for a non-profit or her choosing. Pat chose 

our Master Gardener Foundation.  WOW!  Thank you, Pat! Maybe this will inspire you 

to fill out one of those slips in the future. 

Editor’s note: Pat reports that, in fact, Gilbert already has the funds in our account! US 

Cellular would like to do a photo opportunity on January 4th at 10:00 at the US Cellu-

lar store on Nob Hill. Please let Pat know if you can attend so she can let the store 

know. This would be a good opportunity for us, as well, to show people that they can 

donate directly to us.  

From the President 



Give Pulse Tip of  the Month    
         by Julie Hunziker  

To Access Give Pulse, go to:    
 http://wsu.givepulse.com/group/453187-WSU-Yakima-
County-Master-Gardeners  

To view your transcript (view impacts/
hours in various venues): 
 Access the pull down menu by clicking on “Hi (Your Name) in 

upper right corner. 

 Click on “Summary” 

 The first page gives a breakdown by organization, by tags, and by term (season & year). 

 Scroll down to second page (and beyond) to find all impacts entered, beginning with your start date. 

 To find impacts for the desired year, scroll down to relevant page. Summary page will give date of 
impact, the activity, as well as the category tag (CE, Program Support, Demonstration Gardens, 
Youth Team, etc) 

 Unfortunately, there is no easy tabulation of hours in various venues. The summary does not break 
down impacts according to year and category. You have to calculate the hours manually. 

 With a little bribery, ask the administrators to use parameters to dissect your impacts by category tags. 

 To find a quick summary of your hours, not by category, go to your Dashboard under “Hi (Your Name)” 
and find three bar graphs on the right side of the page. Scroll over the bars on the middle graph, 
“Number of Hours Per Month,” to see the number, then add them for the year’s total. 
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News & Notes from Your Program Coordinator 

Logging In Your Volunteer Hours 
Please continue to log-in your Volunteer hours even after you have completed your required hours for 
the year. Recording our hours in GivePulse shows our efforts most accurately if we all participate continu-
ally. Also, accurate numbers help with the level of funding from the County and at our State level as they 
assess participation, effectiveness, and needs. Thank you to all who do log your hours and an extra thanks 
to those who help others log their hours. 

All hours for 2022 must be recorded in GivePulse no later than January 15, 2023 for year-
end reports and to prepare for the February Awards Banquet. 

 

Group Email Sent 

I sent out a group email to any Master Gardener listed in our directory who had not filled out an Annual 
Reapplication Survey.  I included information on the following: 

1.Reminder that WA State Volunteer Vaccination requirements are lifted 

2.Change in policy for Background checks 

3.Survey Link for current Emeritus and Active MG’s  

4.Survey Link for returning Leave of Absence MG”s 

If you have a friend who has been on LOA, I encourage you to call them and invite them back to our pro-
gram. Everyone loves to be asked.  

Annual Reapplication Survey deadline: January 15, 2023. 



Newsletter submissions are due on the 25th of 
each month. Please send to Julie Hunziker at 
jbhunziker@gmail.com. Texting photos and brief 
descriptions are fine, as well. (530)209-4329. Just a 
reminder...the newsletter is only as interesting as 
the articles members send in. Editor appreciates 
those who send in material. 

Foundation Board   
President: Debra Kroon             
Vice President: Dan Fortier  
Treasurer: Gilbert Plascencia              
Secretary: Pat Bombard  
Past President: Melody Westmoreland 
Members at Large: Dick Larson  
           Mike Woods 

 Program Coordinator: Patricia Ratzlaff 

Tomatoes, Peppers, 

and Squash, Oh, my!  By 

Allyn Perkins 

The Veggie Team Co-chairs, Beatrice and Allyn, have been 
meeting regularly to lay the groundwork for growing the 
vegetables for the 2023 Plant Sale. It’s surprisingly more 
complicated than people may realize! We start by looking 
at sales data from previous years to determine which veg-
etable varieties are the most popular with MG’s as well as 
the public, and then how many plants to grow. Once we 
decide on the quantities, we write the schedule for seed 
planting, transplanting, and watering on our calendars. 
There’s lots of week counting, and page flipping as we fig-
ure these out. At the same time, we are deciding on the 
number of seeds that we need to order from catalogs and 
the seed library, how many seed trays and pots we will 
require, how many labels to order, and the work schedule 
for the wonderful people who help grow the 8000+ vege-
table starts.  The first veggie team meetings will kick off in 
January, and then we will start ramping up the “work” in 
February.  

During November and early December, Allyn is pouring 
through seed catalogs looking for the best pricing for each 
variety. Boy, some seeds are expensive! She also works 
closely with Phyllis and the Seed Library to grow vegeta-
bles that the library offers. It’s a win-win for both pro-
grams. The vegetables that are offered at the plant sale 
are, for the most part, open-pollinated and heirloom. 
Open-pollinated means that the plant breeds true, and 
seeds can be saved and given back to the library if certain 
parameters are met. Heirloom means that the variety has 
been around for a while. There are a handful of hybrid 
tomatoes, peppers, cucumber, and melon varieties that 
we grow for sale. The seeds from these plants don’t breed 
true, so seeds from Sun Sugar tomatoes or Sugar Cube 
cantaloupes can’t be saved. By late December, the seeds 
are ordered. Planting the seeds start in late February and 

finish in mid-April. 

While Allyn is getting the seeds ordered, Beatrice is taking 
care of the other factors critical to our success. She is or-
dering labels, writing meeting notes for the newsletter, 
recruiting team members, breaking down tasks for each 
Friday “workday”, organizing our space in the greenhouse, 
communicating our heat table needs, and far more.  Be-
atrice is the person who makes each “work” day fun! 

We are very excited for 2023. There will be two kickoff 
meetings for the Veggie Team, January 13 and January 27. 
Both will begin at 9 am. We hope that you can come, as 
we have many things to cover to make the future work-
days easier. The regular Friday “workdays” will begin Feb-
ruary 3rd from 9-12 and continue until the plant sale on 
May 5th. When it gets warmer, we will shift the time to 8-
11. Extra days will be added to the schedule in April for 
large seed planting and watering. We will need many 
hands to water in mid- April, so please consider also work-
ing on our watering team once a week. 

 If you are interested in helping once or multiple times, 

Greenhouse Effect 



Reminder!  Foundation Meeting  
Wednesday, January 11th at 10:30 at the Extension Office, Large Conference Room 

Remember to record your impacts in GivePulse in 
a timely manner. Are you getting in your CE and 
pay-back hours? Veterans need to obtain 10 
hours of CE each year and return at least 25 hours 
of volunteer time. Interns need 20 hours class 
time, 40 volunteer hours that include 15 hours in 
the Clinic, 9 hours in the greenhouse, 9 hours in 
the gardens (3 each), and 2 hours with the Youth 
Team, plus completion of the Canvas coursework. 

A Friendly             

Reminder 

Clods of  Dirt 

PARKING PASSES 

Union Gap is still requiring parking passes for the 

Ahtanum Youth Park. The 2023 Parking Passes are 

here. Melody Westmoreland is the person to see to 

get your pass. These will be available at classes. They 

are for current members and interns. You only get 

the one pass, so make sure you keep it safe. 

2023 DIRECTORY AND 

PHOTO DAY! 

Save the date: January 25 will be the one day that 

Rod Woolcock and his remarkable assistant, Carol 

Woolcock, will be onsite to take new photos of YOU 

for our 2023 directory. This is a regular class day, but 

we need to move through photos fairly quickly. 

Come early so we can finish before the class session 

starts. The Photo Crew will be ready to go by 10:30 

on Wednesday, the 25th. Once class starts, there is 

no guarantee photos will be available. 

Have we got a deal for you!!! 

You have a chance to teach on many garden topics, 

do not have to get out in the weather, can do this in 

your pajamas and can work any shift you 

want.....even midnight. You will also get your name 

in print and you can show your grandkids what they 

could do one day. 

You only need to write some words for the Yakima 

Herald Republic for our column. We only have 3 

writers who write often with a smattering of an oc-

casional piece from other members. You don't have 

to be a professional writer, can miss a comma or 

forget to put in a capital letter. We can fix that. We 

need you to just write what you know and what you 

could look up. It does need to be accurate infor-

mation so that we can teach what we have learned. 

Please contact Claudia and commit to helping with 

our column. We can't wait to see what our new 

writers’ subjects will be! 



 Floribunda:  Kindergarten by Carol Barany

I can still remember the row of clear glass custard cups, 

each filled with water and a sprouting carrot, on my 

mother’s kitchen windowsill.   Tired of making snow 

men, snow angels, snow forts, and snow in general, 

weeks of deep mid-winter in Buffalo, New York would 

eventually drive my little sister Audrey and I indoors to 

complain of being bored with nothing to do.  From time 

to time, my mother could keep us occupied with simple 

indoor gardening projects.  They must have made an 

impression, because I dusted them off and tried them 

on my own kids when they complained of being bored 

on mid-winter days, thirty years later.  These projects 

never get old.  Sixty years later, my grandchildren love 

them just as much.  

Small children have little green thumbs, and it doesn’t 

take much to pique their interest in the natural 

world.  And who knows?  What grows might be a brand-

new gardener.     

GROW A GARDEN FROM GARBAGE    If you’re chopping 

up celery or green onions, keep the root ends, as well as 

the tops of vegetables like carrots, beets, turnips, and 

radishes.  Kids can place them in a shallow dish of wa-

ter, and in just a few days, notice re-growth from the 

center.  They can snip the fresh greens with scissors and 

add them to their lunch.   When I was growing up, fresh 

pineapple was an unheard of extravagance at my 

house, but that’s all changed.  Next time you serve one, 

save the top and set it in a dish of water.  Kids won’t 

have to wait long for new leaves and roots to ap-

pear.  Come summer, it can be transplanted into a pot 

and grown outside. Make sure you tell the child not to 

expect their plant to produce a pineapple, just pretty 

leaves. 

SWEET POTATO VINE   A sweet potato has a wide end, 

which sends out sprouts, and a narrow end, that grows 

roots.  Insert 4-6 toothpicks, perpendicular to the pota-

to, around its circumference.  Set the tuber on the rim 

of a glass, two-thirds full of water, supported by the 

toothpicks, with the narrow end in the water and the 

top half above the glass rim.  Children can clearly see 

root growth within 10 days if the glass is kept in a warm 

area with bright light. The first vine sprouts usually pop 

within a week or two of the roots. Although the vines 

can grow quite long if the tuber is left in water, it will 

eventually begin to rot and die.   Before that happens, 

your child can transplant the sweet potato into a 5” di-

ameter pot filled with potting mix. Continue to keep it 

in a warm, sunny place and water the soil when the top 

inch feels dry.  

AVOCADO PIT TREE                                                         

Commercial avocados are grown on grafted root-

stock.  A plant produced from a pit is unlikely to ever 

produce fruit, but will grow into a plant that a child can 

learn from and 

care for. Remove 

the pit from a ripe 

avocado and rinse 

off any excess 

flesh. Push 4-6 

toothpicks around 

the circumference 

of the pit and sus-

pend it on top of a 

glass of warm wa-

ter. The pit should dip an inch or so into the water at 

the dented or dimpled end. Place the glass in bright 

light where temperatures are at least 65 degrees, and 

change the water frequently. Soon roots, and eventual-

ly, stems and leaves will sprout. When the roots fill 

much of the glass, and the plant has two sets of leaves, 

it’s time to transplant to a pot that can be brought out-

side for the summer.  To grow an avocado tree, let the 

plant grow unpruned.   To make a bush, pinch off the 

top leaves when the stem gets about 12” tall.   

 (Continued on next page) 



WSU Extension programs and employment 

are available to all without discrimination. 

Evidence of noncompliance may be reported 

through your local WSU Extension Office. 

23 Resolutions for Gardeners in ‘23 
1. Hang a bird feeder 
2. Build a compost bin (and use it) 
3. Swap seeds with fellow gardeners 
4. Build a raised bed 
5. Test your soil 
6. Weave native plants into flower beds 
7. Plant more flowers for bees and pollinators 
8. Eat outside as often as possible 
9. Use/keep a garden planner or calendar 
10. Leave grass clippings as natural mulch on your lawn 
11. Provide water source for bees and butterflies 
12. Show a child how to plant sunflowers 
13. Give plants as gifts all year long 
14. Save seeds from flowers and vegetables to plant next year 
15. Preserve your vegetable harvest by learning how to can 
16. Share your vegetable and flower harvest with the neighbors 
17. Grow your own garlic 
18. Commit to volunteering in a garden and/or greenhouse 
19. Plant a cut-flower garden 
20. Visit a local botanical garden or arboretum and become a member 
21. Keep a garden journal 
22. Organize the garden shed/shelves 
23. Grow a new-to-you vegetable   (Adopted from chicagobotanic.org and almanac.com) 

(KinderGarten, cont’d)                

GARLIC GREENS   Plant three or four cloves in a pot 

filled with potting soil. Set them on a sunny window 

ledge and water lightly.  You won’t get a head of gar-

lic, but garlic sprouts or greens will grow in just 7 to 10 

days. Small children can use rounded craft scissors to 

snip the leaves and add to tacos and pizza.  

GROW A HEAD OF HAIR    Cut the foot from an old 

nylon stocking and pour two tablespoons of grass 

seed into the toe.  Add potting soil until the foot is full, 

and close the  opening with a twist-tie.   Shape the 

filled stocking into a ball, and set it on a saucer, tied 

end down.  Decorate with waterproof eyes, nose, and 

mouth.  Soak the head with water and place it in a 

sunny window.  Kept moist, “hair” will soon sprout.  

More Clods of Dirt 



Date Presenter Topic 

Jan 
18th 

Patty Ratzlaff, Debra Kroon, Darrell Monroe 
Welcome: Introductions, Overview, 

Foundation, Reporting Impacts, 
Safety, and More 

Jan 

25th   

Holly Ferguson, PhD, YVC Botany 

Jim Kropf, Natural Resources Program Director 
for WSU Extension  

Lawns 

James Graff, Soiltest (Moses Lake) Soils and Plant Nutrition 
Feb 1st  

Debra Kroon, YCMG 
A New Garden Perspective: Putting 

Pollinators First 

Art Team     O Christmas Tree!!  
    By Jenny Mansfield 

Members of the Art Team participated in the Yakima 
Valley Museum’s Holiday Lights Extravaganza from 
December 6 – 17, 2022. This was our second year of 
participation and there were 34 non-profit agencies 
501(c)3 for this fund rasing event, which give organi-
zations an opportunity to demonstrate what their or-
ganization does and who they are.  We collected $224 
this year!  Thank you to those who bought script tick-
ets and placed in our box.  I want to especially thank 
Andrea Altmayer for compiling and selecting photos 
of Yakima Master Gardener accomplishments, to Julie 
Hunziker for resizing all of the photos and labeling 
specific Teams on them which were made into orna-
ments, to Debra Kroon for making the placard to hang 
on the tree,  to Kelli Barton and Shelly Oshie for as-
sembling the photos, pine cones with wire, etc. and 
especially to the Union Gospel Summit Thrift Shop for 
donating the tree that we decorated.  We tried to in-
clude as many photos of our very own Master Gar-
deners working on the various teams.  We would like 
to make this an annual event so don’t be surprised 
when your photo is being taken when you least ex-
pect it this next year.  We will make an ornament out 
of you, so smile!!   It was a very fun event, met a lot 
of nice people and we didn’t realize we were making 
fond memories.  See us next December!!  

2023 January Winter Classes 



Greenhouse Goings-On  
    by Jenny Mansfield  

Happy New Year and as we say good-bye to 2022, 

everyone seems to be making New Years Resolutions 

and planning things to do in 2023. Remember how 

grateful we are in getting to do fun work as Master 

Gardeners. Not only do we get to grow beauty in our 

gardens, creating our own little refuges, but we can 

grow an abundance of food for our family, friends, 

and community. While dreaming of what you want in 

your garden, consider that empty spot begging to be 

planted with something. Another tomato plant, basil 

or chives, another perennial for structure or annuals 

for quick color. Fences are perfect for beans, cucum-

bers, or honey suckle vines. Teams have been quietly 

propagating, dividing, nurturing plants for our spring 

sale. In spite of the bitter cold, overcast days, and 

little sunshine, the Green House was like a breath of 

fresh (warm) air when I visited and is very much alive 

with green colors, even a few blooms and tables fill-

ing up. So many choices to try something new this 

year. Come on down and join us by participating on 

any team. The Plant Sale is the major fundraiser for 

the Yakima Master Gardener Program, where we 

“make things happen.” So why not be a part?! It’s 

fun and enjoyable, especially being with our friends 

and making memories. Photos by Jenny Mansfield. 

Annual Team already has a nice assortment of coleus 
and geraniums, Cuban oregano, wandering jew and 
other lush plants . 

What would our lives be without herbs? Boring 
and tasteless, for sure. There are trays and trays 
filled with garlic chives, common chives, choco-
late mint, nana mint, spearmint, German chamo-
mile, oregano, rosemary, sage, and thyme. 

Even the Art Team has almost an entire table filled with 
plants to be used in their recently made hypertufa contain-
ers, rustic wood containers and ceramic pots. Put a little 
whimsy in your garden. If it holds soil, you can plant in it.  



Darrell Monroe has set traps and “wooing” the rodents 
with heart shaped pretzels. We gotta love this guy for all he 
does for us. Sorry, you mice and rats, we found him first. 

Many empty tables just waiting to be filled up. Come 
on down and see what’s happening. Every team can 
use help! 

Basket Team has a great start on Swedish ivy, English 
ivy, ajuga, trailing mezzo, creeping Jenny and so much 

Perennial Team has many tables filled with baby spider 
plants, porcelain berry vines, cactus, jade, colorful chop-
sticks, honeysuckle vines  and a wide assortment of be-
gonias. And did I say heuchera plants. Lots and lots of 
heuchera plants. 

A Christmas Tradition of the Elf on the Shelf has 
ended. He is such an entertaining fellow and is 
waving “See You Next Year.”  

Greenhouse Photos 

by Jenny Mansfield 



Master Gardener Mission Statement: 
“Engaging university-trained volunteers to empower and sustain communities with relevant, unbiased, 

researched-based horticulture and environmental stewardship education.” 

Master Gardeners at Home 

Shelly Oshie found a personified carrot that was 

begging for a little embellishment. 

From the Department of Botanical Curiosities:             
Caroline Crolley has an aloe vera houseplant that 
sent up a flower stalk and is now blooming. Her 
research indicates that they aren’t known to do 
that. She has no explanation other than perhaps 
the power of worm poop.  

Help Wanted 
Work from home to get your yearly hours by printing and mailing monthly newsletter to members who do 
not do email (about 3 members). Approximate time required is about 1/2 hour per month. 

 Download PDF version of newsletter (Scoop o’ Dirt) 

 Print at home or at local establishment (Office Depot, The Shipping Shop, etc) 

 Stuff envelopes and apply postage 

 Put in mailbox 

 Submit Expense Reimbursement form to treasurer 

If interested, contact Julie Hunziker at jbhunziker@gmail.com 



We Grew Lunch! By Phyllis Pugnetti 
Have you ever wondered how the pioneers survived 

the winter without a local grocery store? That ques-

tion is where We Grew Lunch started. Could a group of 

Master Gardeners grow an entire meal to serve to our 

members in winter? What could we serve that came 

from our gardens? It was a tall order and a fun chal-

lenge. To be fair, we acknowledged very early on, that 

there are some food items we would have to buy; sug-

ar, flour, oil, butter, cheese and meat products; so we 

limited the use of those ingredients.  Luckily we have 

members who—raise chickens for eggs; keep bees for 

honey; have cold frames and greenhouses to provide 

fresh lettuce, peppers, tomatoes, and root crops; and 

long storage produce like, apples, pears, winter 

squash, potatoes, onions, dried beans; and fresh herbs 

are plentiful even if you have to brush away the snow 

to find them.  

The last two years have been a challenge for all Ya-

kima gardeners. In 2021 we had excessively hot 

weather for most of the late spring and summer, while 

2022 brought a long sustained cool spring and early 

summer. The unusual weather of both years resulted 

in crop failures and reduced yields. Our group worried 

that instead of serving a fall harvest feast, we would 

be serving sparse meal reflecting the so called ‘hungry 

times’ our ancestors frequently lived through. 

 

Several people asked for recipes from some of the 

dishes served at We Grew Lunch. Contact Julie at 

jbhunziker@gmail.com for more information. 



 

January 

2023 

  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication or program infor-

mation or reasonable accommodation need to contact: WSU Extension/2403 South 18th Street/

Union Gap, WA 98903/509-574-1600. 

For accommodation please call at least two weeks prior to the event. WSU Extension programs 

and employment are available to all without discrimination. 
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