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Awards Presentation 
Claudia Steen 

As many of you know, WSU moved us from our usual reporting year to the calendar year for 
2021 thus making the Award Banquet move from December to February. AND, due to 
COVID restriction, we were not able to have our usual Banquet. Instead, Diana Pieti and her 
team prepared ‘party favors’ for all who attended. Thank you for such thoughtfulness.   

Claudia Steen gathered all the data (including Nov/Dec 2020 hours), made the certificates 
(using the new WSU branding), ordered the pins & name badges, and prepared her usual 
PowerPoint recapping our accomplishments and honoring those MGs who made it all 
happen even in another ‘challenging year’. John acquired the statistics from GivePulse 
‘best guess’ for hours in each Program Category, but we can no longer compare our coun-
ty's hours per MG to the other counties in WA in the new GivePulse system.   

We first honored our 2020 certified Master Gardeners who were on the 2-year plan. Con-
gratulations to Jim Black, Janice Miller, and Rick Russell; they are an asset to our program. 

Again, it is important to honor our Emeritus: The 15-year certificate & pin went to: Jeanne 
Hagarty, Ruth Hardison and Elaine Krump.  The 10-year to: Pat Moszeter, Irene Pearcey, 
Cathy Penny, Nancy Probst, John Strong, Bev & Jack Vonfeld. The 5-year to: Edna       
Pettyjohn, Judith McDonald, Angie Sellers & Beatrice Reiss. And then Claudia went on to 
thank the Emeritus who are still active and those who are Emeritus qualified with over 500 
hours since 2009 when we started electronically reporting our hours.  

Debra Kroon then gave out the over 100 hours certificates and pins that come from foun-
dation. We again thank you for your dedication. And look at those top two ‘energizer bun-
nies’!!!!. 

And the prestigious Presidential Award was presented by Margaret Morris to Jenny Mans-
field who donated over 500 hours in 2020. 

Last, we honor those individuals who were nominated or won WA State Awards, including 
our 2021 MG of the year, Darrell Monroe. 

It is an honor to be part of this amazing Yakima Master Gardener program and work with 
such a great ‘gardening family’.   

(see data on following page) 



Last Name First Name Total 

Mansfield Jenny 732 

Monroe Darrell 673 

Strong John 365 

Altmayer Andrea 307 

Last Name First Name Total 

Morris Margaret 279 

Galbreath Angela 264 

Brockman Skip 256 

Hunziker Julie 230 

Harrison Lorie 236 

Olson Annette 230 

Judd Sarah 211 

Perkins Allyn 207 

Sousley Joan 201 

Last Name First Name Total 

Barany Carol 199 

Tolonen Ken 180 

Reiss Beatrice 178 

Dion Patty 174 

Westmoreland Melody 167 

Husch Deanna 164 

Kroon Debra 164 

Berthon Diane 163 

Pettyjohn Edna 159 

Gunderson Sheila 144 

Black Jim 133 

Smith Camille 127 

Villesenor Ana 123 

Murphy Michelle 123 

Probst Nancy 113 

Steen Claudia 102 + 463 

100 plus hours 

Awards Presentation 
Claudia Steen    

(continued from previous page) 

200 plus hours 

300 plus hours 



Master Gardener Mission Statement: 
“Engaging university-trained volunteers to empower and sustain communities with relevant, unbiased, re-

searched-based horticulture and environmental stewardship education.” 

Presidential Award 

Jenny Mansfield 

200 Hour Pin Earners 

Allyn Perkins, Annette Olson, Lorie Harrison, Julie 

Hunziker, Angela Galbreath, Margaret Morris      

Not Shown: Skip Brockman, Sarah Judd, Joan Sousley 

100 hour pin earners 

Debra Kroon, Camille Smith, Diane Berthon, Melody Westmoreland,  

Edna Pettyjohn, Beatrice Reiss, Carol Barany, Sheila Gunderson, Claudia 

Steen  Not Shown: Ken Tolonen, Patty Dion, Deanna Husch, Jim Black, 

Ana Villesenor, Michelle Murphy, Nancy Probst 

 Awards Ceremony    

Honoring our Volunteers 

300 Hour Pin Earners    

Andrea Altmayer, Jenny Mansfield, Darrell Monroe,  

John Strong 

Awards continue on next page 



15 year service award 
Jeanne Hagarty 10 year service award 

Cathy Penny, John Strong, Marjorie Constanzi, Pat Moszeter 

5 year service award 
Rita Kinder, Edna Pettyjohn, Beatrice Reiss, Judith McDonald 

Newly certified MG’s 

Janice Miller, Rick Russell, James Black 

Awards Continued from page one



Grow Your Own Veggies  Part 2 

Tickle Your Spirit By Gini Obert 

Our gardens are a continuous, growing, changing  

experience. To have a garden that “tickles your    

spirit” it needs to be your destination resort, a place 

where you can enjoy the physical activity and      

restorative effects. Sooo! Add to your destination   

resort (i.e. garden map) places to rest and relax.  

Every bed in my garden has a comfortable place to   

sit – bench, large sitting rock, chair, lounge chair, or 

low retaining wall. In the summer, when I go to my   

resort (veggie garden), I enjoy the health spa-sauna 

(heat), a little workout (planting and harvesting), a 

quick shower (run thru the sprinkler), and then I sit 

and enjoy the view. My husband enjoys our resort  

by munching on cucumbers and cherry tomatoes 

while wandering the garden paths to find the     

lounge chair. He says, "My responsibility is to      

manage the harvest." We both have our own joys. 

 Seriously, give some real thought to your garden 
maps. 

 First time gardeners – keep it small – learn the 
basics, then expand 
 Experienced gardeners – keep it under control – 
limit the garden size to what you can do well 
  Senior citizen gardeners – consider raised beds 
and container gardens – your age is showing 

Using graph paper, start by making a “Master” map  

of each planting bed and/or pot. This map will only 

be used for making copies. Put a header on your map 

that indicates its property location and a fill in box  

for the date and year. These maps will be used to 

record crop locations, number of plants, and dates 

planted. We will use them to plan placement 

patterns, succession and companion planting, as well 

as crop rotations. Use one of the blank copies just as 

an irrigation map. I always put my master copy in a 

clear plastic protector so I don’t accidentally use it 

and then have to re-draw it again. My many maps 

are always stored in my three ring garden journal 

behind a separate divider labeled “maps.” 

(continue on next page) 



As per last month’s article, behind a divider labeled 
“plant list” is your “vegetables I love to eat list.” 
From this list it is now time to choose the items you 
will grow in your mapped planting areas. If using  
pots consider varieties that seed companies      
recommend for growing in pots. For next to a      
fence, do you want climbing plants like sugar snap 
peas, cucumbers or pole beans? Maybe you want      
a decorative shrub that gives you lots of blueberries 
(make sure you have acid soil). What about hanging 
baskets of strawberries or pots of pixie size bright  
red hot peppers?  I always go on line and request  
two “Johnny’s Selected Seeds” catalogs because 
they have such good information. (Most gardeners 
have a favorite go to catalog.) This is where I     
research plant varieties and plant characteristics.  
Even if you are not planting from seeds a good      
catalog will have all the growing information you 
need to have a successful garden. Note paper,      

glue sticks and seed catalogs are cheap. 
In my garden journal I have a page for every plant. I 
cut up the second catalogue and use the glue stick 
and note paper to make an information sheet for 
each plant. The Johnny’s how to grow tomatoes is 
glued on a single page. Each variety of tomato has its 
own page and picture. This leaves room to write 
notes as to where planted, date planted, and will I 
choose this variety again. Next year you can keep 
each page or replace it with a new variety, hence the 
use of a three ring binder. The whole process is a 
little time consuming but a lot of fun. Do it with your 
kids, grandkids or, per chance, your spouse. If he is 
in charge of taste testing and harvesting, he may 
want to help in food selection. Mapping and plant 
selec-tion has become one of my favorite winter 
activities.  “Tickle your spirit” by planning your 
perfect destination resort.    

FEBRUARY – TO DO LIST MARCH – TO DO LIST

Sharpen tools Do pH and soil test 

Create garden maps and plant lists – decide 
if direct seeding or planting from starts 

Weed existing beds and apply compost  - 
When soil is warm enough, plant cool 
weather crop seeds 

Create single page “How to Grow”      
information sheet for each variety  that’s 
on your map 

If not already completed, prune roses, 
berries and tree fruit 

Grow Your Own Veggies  Part 2 (continued)

Tickle Your Spirit By Gini Obert 



Green House Activities 

Lucy Stevens, 

Mike Woods,    

and Laura Willett 

label pots for the 

veggie team.  

Saturday 2/26 

21 of us transplanted 

1000 annuals this 

morning. Thanks for 

the coffee cookies 

and chocolate kisses. 

The greenhouses 

were humming and 

hopping busy.   

Photo by Dan Fortier 

Photos  

by Julie 

Hunziker 



What are “specialist bees” and why add 
landscape plants to support them? 

The home gardener most likely identifies “bees” 

with the hive bees we know as honeybees or as  

the solitary bumblebee, both of which are the  

most obvious bees on our garden blooms. But  

there are about 3000 different species of bees 

native to the Northwest (and the honeybee is not  

one of them!). While there are scientific terms for  

the groups of bees that gather pollen from various 

sources, since most of us think of bees as working  

to pollenate our plants, let’s think about how they  

go about doing that as where they do their work.  

Specialist bees are like specialist workers in that   

they have a specific  way of going about their      

business of pollen-gathering. Not just any flower    

will do. Some even have physical characteristics    

that result in them having a highly  specialized   

“place to work.” Bees are fascinating  creatures. 

So what are the specialized places of work for     

these specialized bees? Blooming plants of course, 

but a specialist bee species has one of three types  

of “workplaces:” 

One group of specialist bees gathers pollen from 

different types of unrelated plants – but not 

all plants 

A second group of bee species has a more limited 

“workplace,” gathering pollen only from one 

family, or a few genera within a family, of 

plants 

The third group of specialist bees collect pollen 

from a single plant genus or even single plant 

species. 

These pollen-gathering, nectar-drinking specialist 

bees are not equivalent to the “worker bee” of     

honeybee hives. They do not live in stratified      

colonies where they have different jobs in their    

hive, the “bee city.” Most bees are solitary. Some 

are as large as or in the bumblebee family and     

some are very tiny, maybe not even readily      

noticeable in your garden unless you work at      

looking for them.  

Why should you plant things in your garden to     

give these specialist bees a place to work? Since  

they do work to gather their food (pollen) from   

limited places, they are more susceptible to      

disturbance or loss of habitat. Conversely, some  

actually survive better in drought or stress times 

because the plant that is their food source does 

better in those conditions too. But as gardeners,   

we have a better chance of seeing specialist bees 

in their many varieties by planting “work places”  

that provide the pollen they limit themselves to.   

Interestingly, some  of these plants are toxic to     

pets or humans, so select carefully and plant      

carefully to balance the garden best for bees and 

our families! 

Native Plants Supporting Eastern Washington Specialist Bees 

Written by our new trainee Bernalyn McGaughey 

(continue on next page) 

Pollen and bee associations as described by “Pollen Special-
ist Bees of the Western United States (2020).” Jerrod Fowler,  
Horticulturist, Entomologist, and Conservationist. https://
jarrodfowler.com/pollen_specialist.html (viewed February 
3, 2022) 

“Specialist bees” as described by the webinar, “Host-plant 
Specialist Bees (2022). Bryan Danforth: Host-plant Special-
ist Bees – Biology, Biodiversity, Conserving Them in Your 
Backyard" on YouTube:  https://youtu.be/kScYNC8eqOI 
(viewed February 2, 2022) 

https://jarrodfowler.com/pollen_specialist.html
https://jarrodfowler.com/pollen_specialist.html
https://youtu.be/kScYNC8eqOI


Andrena caerulea (7.5-10.5 mm long x 2-3 mm wide) 

Ranunculus L. Buttercup species 

© Laurence Packer 2014 

© Laurence Packer 2014 

© Laurence Packer 2014 

Andrena birtwelli (9-11 mm long x 2.5-3 mm wide) 

Potentilla L. Cinquefoil species 

Andrena berberidis (10-13 mm long x  3-3.5 mm wide) 

Ribes L. Native currants, gooseberries 

Andrena astragali (10-13 mm long x  3-4 mm wide) “Death camas miner bee” 

Zigadenus Death camas (Mountain, Foothill and Meadow species) [All plant 
parts are poisonous!] 

What to Plant for Specialist Bees in Eastern Washington  (continued from last page) 

The webpage previously cited (Fowler, https://jarrodfowler.com/pollen_specialist.html) charts specialist bee 

families and species and where, when and how commonly they occur, and on what plant species they 

depend. The webpage chart deals with 945 specialist bee species from 11 states.  A gardener in eastern 

Washington might choose Washington species by following the table and then also checking the bee and 

plant links. So, plant a few new native plants and see if you can spot new “specialist bees.” Or other bees for 

that matter – I’ve counted as many as 11 different bee species in my yard at one time. Have fun finding 

yours! Below are some example specialist bee species and their pollen preferences. Most specialist bees in 

eastern Washington are in the bee genus Andrena. 

© Laurence Packer 2014 

https://jarrodfowler.com/pollen_specialist.html


Art Team 
Art Team Workshop    March 4, 11, 18, 25  from 9:00 am to noon 

Craft wizards Diane Berthon and Marjorie Constanzi 

Diana Pieti hard at work 

Ana Villasenor puts her artistic talents to use 

ART TEAM Contacts 

Jenny Mansfield @ 

ceeron19@comcast.net 

Sarah Judd @      

Sarahjudd01@charter.net  

Please feel free to contact Jenny if you 

have other items you want to dispose 

of. We might be able to repurpose it, 

salvage it, or use it for future project.  

Please leave items in the Art Team work area at 

the Green House any time a team is working. 

Photos by Julie Hunziker 

mailto:ceeron19@comcast.net
mailto:Sarahjudd01@charter.net


Floribunda by Carol Barany

Apical dominance 

When it comes to plants, ordinary actions like 
‘pinching’ yield extraordinary results in terms of 
plant growth.  The mechanisms that control these 
processes are as fascinating as they are complex. 

The end bud of any branch or stem is called the   
apical bud.  This bud releases a hormone called an 
auxin, which travels by gravity down the stem and 
keeps all the dormant buds below from growing.  
Auxins ensure that the tree’s leader or the tips of 
branches get a big share of plant resources.  It’s a 
jungle out there, and green plants are programmed 
to out-compete by gaining height  and width as 
quickly as possible.  Generally, the closer to the     
terminal bud, the stronger the effect the auxins will 
have on suppressing growth in  those dormant buds. 
The greater the distance the lateral buds are from 
the apical bud, the less the amount of suppression 
by the auxins.  This mechanism is called apical   
dominance.  

If the apical bud is removed, then dormant buds  
below on the stem are released from apical      
dominance and are free to grow out.  This is part of 
the plant’s system for replacing damaged parts. We 
encourage this reaction when we pinch out the tip 
of a houseplant that’s growing leggy, prune our   
roses and hardy perennials, or shear a boxwood 
hedge.  We can expect the lower branches  of these 
plants to develop more fully since they’re no longer 
under control of the apical bud, which we’ve      
removed.   

But what if this happens to a conifer with a central 
leader, or to a maple tree, when a homeowner 
attempts to make them “a more manageable size”? 
Removing the tops of plants like these creates an 
unattractive, multi-headed monster, which will be 
difficult, if not impossible, to fix with more pruning.  
Where one shoot was reaching up or out, now four 
or five very vigorous shoots have taken its place.  

According to the late Cass Turnbull, founder of  
PlantAmnesty and the Pacific Northwest’s most 
authoritative advocate for proper pruning, 

“ornamental trees should never be 
topped and shrubs should rarely be 
sheared”.  These practices not only 
waste time and lock gardeners into an    expensive, 
high maintenance routine, but create an unhealthy 
plant. Shearing actually lessens our ability to control 
size, which is often the opposite of what pruning 
was intended to do.  She suspects “that people think 
that pruning plants must be the same as cutting 
hair. But it’s not.  If your hair worked like a plant, 
after a haircut your hair would grow three inches in 
a day or two and the ends would be very bushy”. 

But don’t throw away your loppers just yet. When 
done selectively, pruning can enhance a plant’s   
natural beauty and reduce the size somewhat,     
depending on the species.  Understanding apical 
dominance can take some of the mystery out of 
pruning. You can make good decisions about where 
to cut, directing growth the way you want it to go.   

The two types of pruning cuts are heading and  thin-
ning.  A heading cut removes the tip or end of a 
branch or stem, where growth will be stimulated, 
creating bushiness, as well as fast growing and     
unruly sucker-like watersprouts, which are      
impossible to fix with more pruning.  Shearing, top-
ping, and pinching are heading cuts and appropriate 
for hedges, houseplants, and mums, but rarely for 
shrubs and trees.   

A thinning cut removes the branch back to another 
branch or twig, or to the ground.  It forces new 
growth in existing branches and spreads new 
growth more evenly throughout the plant.  Thinning 
cuts allow light into the interior, make the plant look 
more natural, and do not have to be repeated as 
often as heading cuts.  

Once again, a picture is worth a bazillion words.  
PlantAmnesty posted an invaluable six-part video 
series on pruning on YouTube.com.  Watch it before 
you make another cut.  Another outstanding re-
source is Cass Turnbull’s Guide to Pruning:  What, 
When, Where, and How to Prune for a More Beauti-
ful Garden.  Every pruner, DIY or professional, 
should have a copy. 



Basket Team 

Rita Kinder, Patty Dion, Beatrice Reiss, Angela Galbreath, Edna Pettyjohn, Patty Ferguson 

Photos by Angela Galbreath 



MOTHER’S DAY BASKETS 
SIGN -UP      

A gift to you. 

To all Master Gardeners and your children and grandchildren 

Please join us on Saturday, March 19th in the greenhouse to plant a hanging basket. 

The hanging basket, soil, gloves for the kids and plants will be provided. We will keep their 
basket in the greenhouse and nurture it - to be sure it will be lovely. Then they can present it 

to their mom or special person on Mother’s Day. Baskets will be available on Friday, April 
22nd or Saturday April 23rd to be picked up at our greenhouse. 

Times are 10:00 AM till Noon on each of the 3 dates listed. 

Please contact:  Patty Dion    

It is time to get our grapes pruned in our demonstration garden. 

Saturday, March 26th at 10:00  

Our own Claudia and her guy Chuck are vineyard owners and will be our teachers for 
the day. In this short class, Chuck will show us how it is done and then we will get our 

clippers out and show him what we have learned.   

Please bring your clippers. 

This class can be entered as CE if you are a veteran, or MG Basic Training if you are 
a trainee.   

The Yakima Home and Garden Show will be held at the Sun Dome     
March 11 through the 13

th
.      

The Yakima Area Arboretum has secured an 8-booth station for themselves and their 
affiliates. They have invited us to share the booth with them. This is our opportunity to 
promote our Master Gardener Program in the greater community. If you love chatting 

with random people, touting all the great aspects of our Program, passing out     
brochures and promoting our various venues, this is the gig for you! We need a     

commitment of a few people to staff the booth from Friday, 11:30 to 5, Saturday 9:30 
to 1:30 and 1:00 to 5 and Sunday 9:30 to 1:30 and 1:00 to 5. Time is short to sign up 

and commit. If you are willing to do this, please let me, Debra Kroon, know by     
March 3. We need at least one person per shift. 

The Yakima Home and Garden Show 

The Arboretum is organizing some education presentations as well. Do you have a presentation that 

you would be willing to deliver to the attendees? There are slots open for speakers. Garrett Brenden 

is the lead for the Education line-up. He can be reached at the Arboretum at 509-248-7337.  



Do you ever wonder if all the time and energy you donate toward a worthwhile cause, like Master Gar-

deners, is worth it? Does anyone really appreciate the work that goes into our programs?  This year at 

the Seed Library, we had many seed requests that came with little notes of thanks and appreciation 

that were very uplifting. Here are just a few excerpts: 

“First off, I would like to say thank you for all that you do to support local garden-

ers in Yakima! Last year was our first year receiving seeds from the Heirloom Gar-

den and we think it was successful! We are returning seeds for Jarrahdale, Purple 

Bell, and Royal Shrouded Mystery. Enclosed is our request for seeds for this sea-

son.  Thank you!”  --J &M 

“I am enclosing a check for $20 as a donation for the amazing service you are 

providing to beginner gardeners like me. I hope this year we will be able to attend 

some in person classes offered by Master Gardeners.”  --M  

“I am so grateful to have this opportunity to order seeds. Thank you! Enclosed is a 

little donation for the work you do. Thank you!”  --K 

Phyllis Pugnetti 

Buy Seeds Early! 

A recent email from Baker Creek Seed says that the high demand for seeds in the past few 
years has made it impossible for growers to meet the ongoing demand. Baker Creek ran out of 
many of their most popular varieties in January, with little hope of getting more seed this year. 
Additionally, the increased interest in growing endangered varieties resulted in many of their 
rare varieties being unavailable last year and remain so again this year. Finally they ask, “Are 
seed catalogs endangered?” Due to a global paper shortage Baker Creek ran out of seed cat-
alogs in January, and no more will be printed this year. The only way to order their seeds is 
through their online store.  



Clods 

WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported 

through your local WSU Extension Office. 

“Not Yet” 

It’s not easy, it’s so hard 

I want to be out in my yard 

Digging, planting, having fun 

Not until the frost is done  

 By Melody Westmoreland. Volunteer Opportunities! 

Beautiful blue sky on a late winter day 

in the Demonstration Garden  

Angela Galbreath 

Beatrice Reiss   
dug up her 
beets and took 
off the cloche 
from her winter 
garden. Looking 
forward to 
spring! 

Save the Date! 

Our Master Gardener garden tour will be Tuesday, May 24 beginning at 9:00 a.m.  We will visit the lovely 
gardens of our members Vickie Bullard, Gini Obert, and Allyn Perkins.  Plus, we will make a stop at Adeline's 

Peony farm located near Zillah. More details to follow. Please make a note of it. 



SAVE THE DATES 

2022 YAKIMA MASTER GARDENER PLANT SALE 

APRIL 29 - MAY 1 

HERBS  Add spice to your foods and beauty to your garden by planting from our ever-expanding 

list of herbs including a wide variety of basil, sage, thyme, rosemary, parsley, cilantro, lemon balm, 

oregano, and chives.    

HANGING BASKETS   We’ll have extravagant combinations for shade or sun.  Cascading with 

colorful and lush plantings, it will be hard to choose just one.  

VEGETABLES  Choose your favorite veggies from many new- for -2022 varieties of open-

pollinated and heirlooms that are well -adapted to Yakima Valley gardens.  We’ll have fan-favorite 

hybrids, too.  Look for tomatoes, cucumbers, squash, eggplant, peppers, melons, and much more. 

PERENNIALS   Our theme this year is ‘Hummingbird and Butterfly Perennials’.  Look for drought-

tolerant agastaches, monardas, penstemons, heucheras, rudbeckias, and lots more.  New this year 

will be a wide selection of annual flowering vines brimming with color and nectar to attract your   

favorite pollinators.  And for indoor gardeners, we’ll have houseplants. 

ANNUALS  Our greenhouses are overflowing with a rainbow of thrillers, fillers, and spillers for   

fabulous container plantings and cutting gardens.  New this year will be trailing begonias and New 

Guinea Impatiens.  We’ll have your all-time favorite Wave Petunias, Million Bells, Verbena, Sweet 

Potato Vine, Zinnias, Marigolds, and many other beauties for every possible color scheme. 

Help Wanted! 

Wilco Farm Store has reached out to ask if there might be a Master Gardener that is looking for a 
part-time job this summer, working in their garden center. Please contact the store manager, Derek 
Smalley for more information at 509.388.2500 

WE NEED YOUR PERENNIALS !!!!! 

As the weather warms and you start working in your gardens again, you may find that some 

of your favorite plants need dividing. Why not donate your extras to the plant sale?  The    

Perennials Team will find good homes for them in local gardens, and you will be supporting 

Master Gardeners at the same time.  Call Carol Barany at 901-9018. 



It’s a Wrap – a bit delayed (by Debra Kroon) 

The last two+ years have given us many opportunities to 

gain experience, change, contemplate, develop new 

skills and readjust our way of doing business. For as 

long as I can remember, we have held a Holiday   

Recognition Event, which included a tasty lunch, lots of 

happy recollections, hail fellow and good will cheering, 

followed by the annual recap of our Program year, along 

with the celebration of our freshly graduated trainees and recognition of volunteers who have gone 

above and beyond. In the past there has also been acknowledgment of those folks who achieved 

perfect attendance and for those who acquired continuing education, well beyond the required 10 

hours. Hopefully, in the future, we will be able to recap that info. Give Pulse is one of our opportuni-

ties to gain new skills. 

This year, we pivoted to comply with the change in how WSU runs the Program year. Before we 

were November 1 to October 31. Beginning in 2021, we shifted to January 1 to December 31. With 

that pivot, we moved our annual awards and celebration to February. Claudia Steen, as our out-

going Program Coordinator, once again presented us with a full recap of not only 2021, but 2020 

as well. Congratulations to each one for staying the course and helping Yakima County to continue 

as a successful and robust program. 

The Foundation Board especially is grateful to our fabulous volunteers. Thank you to Diana Pieti, 

Marjorie Conzatti, Sue Schauer, Jenny Mansfield and Melody Westmoreland, who took the ‘ask’ to 

the next level when I said ‘do you think we could do something for our members…’ A Keeble Facto-

ry, of sorts, popped up and we had fun crafting a simple thank you to each of you attending our 

Awards Event on February 23. Thank you to Board Members, Jim Black, Gilbert Plascencia, Dick 

Larson and Dan Fortier, for showing up early and greeting each of you as you arrived. 

A BIG thank you also to Melody Westmoreland and to her Grandson, Waylon Westmoreland, for 
getting to the Red Barn early that day to get the room set up for the event. Continued thanks to 
John Strong for his tireless tech assistance. It is so nice to have the computer and projector work-
ing smoothly and a sound system that we can enjoy. 

Affiliate Volunteer Opportunity (by Debra Kroon) 

What time is it? It is time for the annual Pullin’ of the Greens!   
What is that you ask? We have this lovely jewel in our Yakima  
Valley, the Yakima Area Arboretum (YAA). We are an affiliate member with 

the YAA. As with our own yards and gardens, the YAA needs some spring sprucing up as well. Each year, 
various groups of volunteers descend upon the Arboretum to help gussy up the grounds. You are invited to 
help in the efforts.  

The Arboretum has set Saturday, March 19th (so close to St. Patrick’s Day), as the 2022 Pullin’ of the 
Greens. Community volunteers show up with hand tools, rakes, gardening gloves and togs and more, to 
help green up the grounds. Our Program Leads, Ken, Andrea and Julie agree that this is an effort worthy 
of our time and an opportunity to earn Program Support hours.  

Any Master Gardener that would like to participate is invited to do so. It is helpful to give the Arboretum a 
head count of helpers, so they know where to focus the efforts of the day. Please send me your name if 
you can join in the effort. In the past, the morning’s effort was concluded with a soup and bread lunch. This 
year, the day will start with a continental breakfast before we head out to work our gardening magic. 



 In 2023 the WSU Extension Master Gardener Program of Washington will celebrate 50 years of 
service.  We want to honor the innovative, persistent and visionary volunteers, faculty and staff 
who committed to and who continue supporting our Program.  

We are looking for input that highlights the grassroots journey that built the Extension Master 
Gardener Program.  In 2023 you may see your story captured in videos, in news releases or on 
social media platforms.  

Please share the link below with others who may have an interest in helping us gather a broad 
range of perspectives. 

Take a few minutes to answer the questions in this survey at your earliest convenience, but pri-
or to Feb 21, 2022: https://qfreeaccountssjc1.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_0CkbkRo9EaBgEGW 

In addition, we would love to see photos that you have of demonstration gardens or of Exten-
sion Master Gardeners at work. We need high resolution images.  If you have photos, please up-
load them to the link below.  If possible group your photos and zip them into a folder before up-
loading.  Name the file with your name. 

https://spaces.hightail.com/uplink/DarrellatCAHNRS 

Thank you, 
Jennifer Marquis, 
Statewide Program Leader 
WSU Extension Master Gardener Program 

From our Statewide Program Leader 

Reminder!     

Foundation Meeting  
via Zoom

Wednesday     03/09 and 03/23     
9:30-10:30 

Meeting ID: 846 0764 1020   

Passcode: 902437 

March Classes at the Red Barn:  03/16  ZOOM       
March 2nd:   Videos from “The Science of Gardening     
March 9th:    All the Best Cut Flowers You’ve Never Heard of Before  

     Spotted Lanternfly and the State Response 
March 16th:  Threat of Japanese Beetle      

      Soil: What It Is & How It Works 
March 23rd:  Impactful Public Planting      

      Using Your Passion For Gardening 
March 30th:  A Berry, Berry Good Presentation  

 Clinic Intern Presentations 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fna01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2Fqfreeaccountssjc1.az1.qualtrics.com*2Fjfe*2Fform*2FSV_0CkbkR
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fna01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2Fqfreeaccountssjc1.az1.qualtrics.com*2Fjfe*2Fform*2FSV_0CkbkR
https://spaces.hightail.com/uplink/DarrellatCAHNRS
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwsu.givepulse.com%2Fgroup%2F241325-Washington-State-University&data=04%7C01%7Ckimberleefoster%40yvmh.org%7Cc10a894c0e404613cdb308d9f67cab10%7Cbb8fe7e2565746088c1bacdef0e5e69c%7C0%7C0%7C637


March 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Annuals Team  

8-11

2 

Class @ Red 
Barn  

12:15 – 2:30 

3 

Hanging Basket 

Team 9-11  

Herbs Team        

8-11

4 

Art Team      
Workshop  9-12:00 

Veggie Team  
8-11

5 

6 

Yakima Herald 

MG Article 

7 

Perennials Team 

8-11

8 

Annuals Team  

8-11

9 

Foundation  Mtg  

9:30-1030 Zoom   

Class @ Red Barn 

12:15 – 2:30 

10 

Hanging Basket 
Team 9-11 

Herbs Team    
8-11

11 

Art Team      
Workshop  9-12:00 

Veggie Team  
8-11

12 

13 

Yakima Herald 

MG Article 

14 

Perennials Team 

8-11

15 

Annuals Team  

8-11

16 

Class on Zoom     

12:15 – 2:30 

17 

Hanging Basket 
Team 9-11 

Herbs Team    
8-11

18 

Art Team      
Workshop  9-12:00 

Veggie Team  
8-11

19 

20 

Yakima Herald 

MG Article 

21 

Perennials Team 

8-11

22 

Annuals Team  

8-11

23 

Foundation  Mtg  

9:30-1030 Zoom 

Class @ Red Barn              
12:15 – 2:30 

24 

Hanging Basket 
Team 9-11 

Herbs Team        
8-11

25 

Art Team           
Workshop  9-12:00 

Veggie Team    8-11 

26 

Pruning Grapes 

10:00 @ Demo 
Garden 

27 

Yakima Herald 

MG Article 

28 

Perennials Team 

8-11

29 

Annuals Team  

8-11

30 

Class @ Red 
Barn    

12:15 – 2:30 

31 

Hanging Basket 
Team 9-11 

Herbs Team  
8-11

Newsletter Articles 
Due to Editor 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication or program information or reasonable accommodation need to     

contact: WSU Extension/2403 South 18th Street/Union Gap, WA 98903/509-574-1600.     

For accommodation please call at least two weeks prior to the event. WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without   

discrimination.  Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension office. 

Early Notice of Annual Meeting     
Please save the date for our Annual Foundation Meeting on    
April 13th. This is the meeting that we will elect new Foundation 
Board of Director members. There is still time to throw your hat in 
the ring. Not sure what to expect? Reach out to Melody     
Westmoreland. We have position descriptions for each opening.  




