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Making It Count!       By Debra Kroon 

In researching aspects of leadership, I was drawn to the question of why folks volunteer. 

I stumbled onto the website for Energize, https://www.energizeinc.com/  and their page 

about the definitions of volunteer and what is not volunteering. Here is a snippet:  

 “Not everything that’s voluntary is volunteering, particularly in a free society. A few 

examples: 

•    In most cases, you can freely choose your friends, your job, your school, your     

 place of worship. 

•    You can join a club, an association, a recreational sports team. Being a member 

 is not, in and of itself, volunteering, although it is voluntary. However, if you be

 come an officer, chair a committee, or give time to a project, you do become a 

 “volunteer” as defined on this site.” 

I’m taking space and time here to acknowledge and celebrate just a few of our amazing 

volunteers here in our Master Gardener Program. Angela Galbreath has been a hard-

working, generous light in our program. This year, she has done triple, or more, duty in 

taking up the mantel in the Demonstration Garden (DG) when both Skip and Diana were 

needing some relief. Angela stepped up to the plate and helped to direct and carry out 

the needs in the DG. She also co-chaired the Saturday classes in the DG, along with Vir-

ginia Vorenkamp. Let’s not forget all the work she does at the greenhouse, leading the 

Basket Team with Patty Ferguson. She does it all, exuding warmth and energy, all with a 

smile on her face. 

We all know what an Energizer Bunny is, according to TV commercials, but we have one 

right here in our group. Jenny Mansfield is that energizer bunny. With endless ideas for 

how to turn ‘trash to treasure’ she has helped create a very profitable niche in our annu-

al plant sale, via the Art Department. She co-chairs this team with Sarah Judd, along 

with an amiable crew of creative crafters. This year, she shared an idea from the west-

side of our state, for a fall garden-related only yard sale. Boom! She and Sarah knocked 

it out of the park in just a few 

hours, generating over $1500 

dollars for our coffers. Jenny 

doesn’t just focus on the Arts 

Team, as she works hard on 

Sunshine, Garden Tours, peren-

nials, DG and generally any 

place any help is needed.  

Just two of our amazing volun-

teers. Join with me in cele-

brating our members. If you 

know of someone who might be hiding their light under a bushel, give me a shout out. 

Thank you to each one of you for all the generous work and efforts you give to this fine 

organization.            

https://www.energizeinc.com/


Demonstration Garden  
Berries spotted recently in our Demonstration Garden  (Photos by Angela Galbreath): 

Porcelain Berry Elderberry 

St. John’s Wort Cotoneaster 



WSU Extension programs and employment are 

available to all without discrimination. Evidence 

of noncompliance may be reported through your 

local WSU Extension Office. 

Newsletter submissions are due on the 25th of 
each month. Please send to Julie Hunziker at 
jbhunziker@gmail.com.  Texting photos and brief 
descriptions is fine, as well. (530)209-4329 

Art Team 
**ART TEAM WISHLIST** 

We are looking for: large sized plastic 
saucers 12” or larger that are similar to 
terra cotta. They will be repainted so 
water stains are okay. Also, bowling 
balls, 1” x 6” cedar fence boards (short 
lengths are okay), and wooden cooking 
spoons (stains/burns are okay). You can 
drop off items at the Green House any 
time a work crew is there.                

                  Thank you!  Jenny  

Heirloom Garden 

It has been an honor and a true pleasure to have been 

part of the Heirloom Garden and Seed Library from 

the very beginning. Many people worked to create 

this project and even more to sustain it. Over the 

years, some people showed up when we needed 

some knowledge, or muscle, or extra hands for a big 

job. Others showed up for a year or two and then 

moved on to other projects; but everyone who came 

to the garden left their mark. 

 The garden and seed library didn’t come with a mas-

ter plan. They barely came with any plan, just a lot of 

faith that we could do it. Over the past 8 years, the 

garden and library have continually changed and 

grown, sometimes for the better, sometimes not. The 

garden has gone from chemical fertilizer to organic, 

double digging to no till, light mulch to deep mulch, 

and different types of irrigation systems. Trying new 

things just to see what happens is how we learn. Be- 

 

lieve us, we’ve learned more from our failures than 

from our successes. It’s what makes the garden and 

library interesting, fun, challenging, and rewarding.  

As we say our farewell to the garden, we also wel-

come Sally Mayo and Judith McDonald, who have vol-

unteered to lead the Heirloom Garden next year. 

Phyllis will continue with the Seed Library. However, 

we still need one additional team lead and a small 

team of weekly volunteers. You don’t need to know 

everything about gardening—just show up and be 

willing to learn as you go. Where better to learn than 

working in a garden with other Master Gardeners? 

This is an opportunity to look at the garden and de-

cide what works and what doesn’t, then get creative 

about making changes. If this sounds like your kind of 

challenge, or for more info, contact Phyllis, John, Sally 

or Judith. 

By Phyllis Pugnetti and John Strong 

Farewell, and Welcome, to the Heirloom Garden 

Save The Date! 

Please mark your calendars for Wednesday, 

December 8th at noon for our first ever “We 

Grew Lunch” event.  This will be located at 

the Red Barn, and is a members only 

lunch.  Some of your MG friends have grown 

much of the ingredients and will be serving 

you.  You must have your completed vaccine 

for covid to attend.  



Pumpkins Galore                  

  by Suzann McFeat and Annette Olson 

One of the activities I tried to do every four years in 
my classroom was to have my second-grade students 
write to the presiding President of the United States. 
Years ago, my second-grade students were standing 
in line to have their rough draft corrected before 
sending to President George Bush when Kristy turned 
to the child behind in line and said “Did you vote for 
Meningococcus or Bush?”  Which leads me to our in-
volvement with a Youth Outreach for Master Garden-
er during this time of another medical outbreak, 
Covid 19.  Although we are unable to meet with the 
children in person, we were able to facilitate a fun 
and easy art project. 

 On October 5th, Madison House received approxi-
mately four dozen small to medium sized pumpkins 
from the Demonstration Garden pumpkin 
patch.  Some of the garden's gourds also went to    

Madison House. Amber Knox grew Connecticut Field 
Pumpkins on her acreage and donated twenty of 
those big beauties to Madison House. 

The following Thursday, Madison House had their 
pumpkin painting activity led by their staff.  Master 
Gardeners decorated a few pumpkins as examples for 
the children.   

Gerard Mendoza, youth leader at Madison House, 
said the smallest children chose the biggest pump-
kins.  Most of the painted pumpkins already went 
home with their artists.  Those remaining, shown in 
the photos, will be given out at the Madison House 
Harvest Celebration along with the gourds.  The pho-
tos of the painted pumpkins show the children's exu-
berance and creativity. 

Our group hopes to continue this pumpkin decorating 
project in the years to come.  

 

Youth Team 

Amber and Sam Knox with their big, beautiful 
Connecticut Field Pumpkins; on their way to 

Madison House.  

Yazmin and her crew unloading their pumpkin 
bounty. (Photo taken by Annette Olson.) 

Gerard Mendoza with the remaining painted pump-
kins to be given at the Harvest Celebration.  

Painted pumpkins. Great job kids!   (Photo 
taken by Annette Olson.) 



Master Gardener    
 Mission Statement: 
“Engaging university-trained volunteers to empower 

and sustain communities with relevant, unbiased, 

researched-based horticulture and environmental 

stewardship education.” 

An Opportunity         
    by Debra Kroon 

Who are We? We are Master Gardeners!  

What do we Do? We serve as Volunteer Community 

Educators and Citizen Scientists! 

Where do we Do This Great Work? Many places, but 

especially in Public Venues. 

What are Public Venues? Any place we interact with 

the public, such as the Plant Clinic, the local Farmer’s 

Market, the Fair, schools, and especially, each week 

in the Yakima Herald-Republic, our local newspaper. 

Our Master Gardener Program has been stalwart in 

contributing hours and hours of written education to 

our greater public for as long as I can remember. Who 

has not eagerly sat down on a Sunday morning to pe-

ruse the paper, and quickly flip to the weekly MG col-

umn? 

Many of you may have heard my story. I was a new 

mom, in 1980, when I heard about the Master Gar-

dener Program coming to Yakima County. I was over-

joyed! I knew this is what I was called to do. I knew it 

would be a perfect fit for me. I knew, I knew, I knew…

then I looked down at the 5-month-old baby boy in 

my arms, and I knew…that dream would have to 

wait.  

Fast forward to 2003. Once again, I was sitting in my 

easy chair on a Sunday morning. I opened the Yakima 

Herald to my favorite section, the MG column, and 

there it was: applications are being taken for next 

year’s class.  Well, Howdy, Howdy, Howdy. I sat right 

up in my chair and told my husband “I’m doing this!” 

Of course, I was still working full-time. Ouch. How to 

make this work? Fortunately, I did work for a compa-

ny that allowed a flex schedule. For the next 15, yes, 

you read that correctly, for the next 15 years, I 

worked a flex schedule and happily served in Master 

Gardeners. Was it easy? Not usually. I had to find 

ways to get my volunteer hours in, somehow, since I 

was still working full time.  

Fortunately, there were opportunities, which I 

jumped on. The Columbines were my favorite. 

Writing weekly columns for both the Yakima Herald, 

and a couple of lower valley papers (since folded) al-

lowed me to get my hours in after work. Eventually, I 

took over coordinating The Columbines (as they were 

called back then, which is not that long ago). I found 

this to be a perfect fit which allowed me to not only 

enhance my MG knowledge, but contribute to my 

Program Support hours. 

Please refer to highlighted text box for direction. 

Writer’s Guild 

Reminder!                   

Foundation Meeting  
Wednesday, November 10th @ 10:30 am. 

In-person at the Red Barn! 

Maybe I am burying the lede here. 
Are you looking for ways to get your 
Program Support hours in? The 
Writer’s Guild, aka The Columbines, 
Wants You! Reach out to Jim Black 
at jim.vickiblack@gmail.com for 
more info or to simply JUMP IN. I 
will honest say, this was/is the best 
gig going in Master Gardeners. 



Master Gardeners At Home  

A riot of Thunbergia on my fence. Delighted 
to have blooms in mid-October!          
         ~Joan Sousley 

Thanks a Ton! 

Thank you to fellow Master Gardeners who 
helped reach my goal of 2000 lbs of fruit to 
Northwest Harvest hunger relief agency. 

For one week in October 2021 you showed 
up. 

Carol & Rod, Sally, Ana, Sharon, Beatrice 
and family, your many hands made for 
swift work of picking, sorting, and prepar-
ing boxes to go. This premium fruit would 
have gone to waste this year without the 
help of much needed gleaners at my small 
family orchard. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Kearney 

Mary Kearney and her abundance of pears. 
NW Harvest surely appreciated the          

donation. 



           by Carol Barany 
 Floribunda: Giving Thanks   

Let us give thanks for a bounty of people.  

For children who are our second planting, and though 
they grow like weeds and the wind too soon blows 
them away, may they forgive us our cultivation and 
fondly remember where their roots are.  

Let us give thanks;  
For generous friends...with hearts...and smiles as 
bright as their blossoms;  
For feisty friends, as tart as apples;  
For continuous friends, who, like scallions and cucum-
bers, keep reminding us that we've had them; 
For crotchety friends, sour as rhubarb and as inde-
structible; 
For handsome friends, who are as gorgeous as egg-
plants and as elegant as a row of corn, and the oth-
ers, as plain as potatoes and so good for you;  
For funny friends, who are as silly as Brussels sprouts 
and as amusing as Jerusalem artichokes;  

And serious friends as unpretentious as cabbages, as 
subtle as summer squash, as persistent as parsley, as     
delightful as dill, as endless as zucchini and who, like 
parsnips, can be counted on to see you through the 
winter; 
For old friends, nodding like sunflowers in the evening
-time, and young friends coming on as fast as radish-
es; 
For loving friends, who wind around us like tendrils 
and hold us, despite our blights, wilts and witherings; 
And finally, for those friends now gone, like gardens 
past that have been harvested, but who fed us in their 
times that we might have life thereafter.  

For all these we give thanks. 

Our beloved Jim McLain, who wrote a gardening col-
umn in the Yakima Herald-Republic from 2003-2013, 
offered A Harvest of People by Max Coots in one of his 
Thanksgiving columns. Yakima’s Master Gardeners 
quickly adopted it as part of their tradition.   

Anyone interested in gardening can never be bored in 
Yakima. I’m thankful for every garden I have the pleas-
ure of seeing on a walk or drive through our city. The 
new “starter” gardens speak of so much hope. They re-
mind me of my early gardening days when I was just 
discovering plants, and the sheer bliss that came from 
the smallest successes. For the keepers of these gar-
dens, and for those who open their more “grown-up”  

gardens for a closer look on the Yakima Arboretum 
Garden Tour each June, your imagination and creativi-
ty inspires me to keep wishing and dreaming for a gar-
den “just like that."  

Describing the myriad of Yakima gardeners I’ve met 
over the years as “boundlessly generous” is just the 
beginning. Always cheerleaders, they have at times 
been mentors, evangelists, and occasionally psycho-
therapists,  enthusiastically sharing their love of the 
game with me. Raise your hand if you’ve admired 
something in another’s garden, and before you knew 
it, they’re off running to find a spade and a cardboard 
box so you can take a start home. Nothing is ever ex-
pected in return, other than the pleasure that comes 
from seeing their plant making someone else hap-
py. I’ve learned that Yakima gardeners are humble and 
kind, eager to share what they know with anyone who 
asks. My garden blooms with friends in the form of the 
plants they gave me, making me thankful for the 
greatest lesson of all:  that “a garden grows best when 
it’s given away”.  

If you sit near the back at a Master Gardener meeting, 
you’ll notice a sea of predominantly grey-haired heads 
filling the room. The current nature of our program is 
that gardeners often can’t complete the training until 
retirement frees up time during the day (when our 
classes are held), and we’re working on changing 
that.  In the meantime, at a class for the public, or at 
our annual plant sale, you’ll see a totally different de-
mographic. Young twenty-something singles, millenni-
als, and young families with babies and toddlers in 
strollers and backpacks come in droves. During the 
past five years, more Americans are growing their own 
food, and the largest increases are seen among young-
er households. Their desire to grow their own fresh 
food and flowers, often with practices that are far 
more ethical and sustainable than mine ever were at 
their age, refreshes and inspires this old gardener’s 
spirit, hope, and optimism. Don’t ever stop. For all of 
you, I’m thankful.     

Lately, I’ve been thinking that perhaps gardening’s 
greatest joy for me no longer comes exclusively from 
the plants themselves. I love talking and writing about 
plants almost as much as I love growing them. For 
that privilege, and for you readers, I am especially 
thankful. 



OLYMPIA – The Washington State Department of Agri-
culture (WSDA) is asking the public to keep a watch for 
spotted lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula), a potentially 
destructive pest that may have been observed in the 
Omak region. 

Spotted lanternfly (SLF), a native to Asia, attacks primar-
ily grapes, but also has been sighted in other crops such 
as hops, apples, peach, and other fruit trees. Should it 
become established in Washington, spotted lanternfly 
could threaten many Washington iconic crops and re-
sult in costly quarantines and increased pesticide use to 
manage the pest. 

Last week, the Washington Invasive Species Council 
(WISC) received a possible sighting of the pest in the 
Omak area and informed WSDA and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. The possible sighting included a 
photograph and also mentioned seeing five live speci-
mens. Despite a search of the area, WSDA entomolo-
gists could not confirm the report. WSDA is asking the 
public, especially those in Okanogan County, to exam-
ine their trees and other outdoor surfaces for spotted 
lanternfly adults and egg masses. 

“Our search revealed abundant host material in the ar-
ea,” Sven Spichiger, WSDA managing entomologist said. 
“For the next several weeks, we ask people to look for 
both adults and egg masses. If they think they found 
any suspected life stage of the pest, they should report 
it.”    

The unconfirmed report comes during a month when 
WISC, WSDA, and other state agencies have 
been requesting that the public report tree-of-heaven 
locations as part of an effort to proactively locate and 
remove this preferred host of the spotted lanternfly. 
The outreach also encouraged the public to look for and 
report possible SLF sightings, although SLF populations 
are not known to be in the state at this time. SLF poses 
no threat to human or animal health. 

“This is another example of the important role every-
one plays in stopping invasive species,” said Justin Bush, 
the council’s executive coordinator. “If you spot a sus-
pected invasive species, immediately notify the council 
through our website or phone app called Washington 
Invasives. You may be reporting a new invasive species 
and help prevent millions, if not billions, of dollars in 
damage and loss.” 

Although the unconfirmed report does not indicate that 
an SLF population exists in Washington at this time, 
WSDA plans to survey the area for the pest in 2022. Be-
cause it is too late to survey this year, public aid in look-
ing for and reporting possible sightings now could pro-
vide critical information about the pest’s whereabouts. 
A rapid response is required to successfully eradicate 
SLF if a population exists. 

When reporting possible SLF sightings, include a photo-
graph, date, and location of the sighting and most im-
portantly – collect the specimens. Reports can be made 
using WISC’s online reporting form or mobile app or by 
emailing WSDA at pestprogram@agr.wa.gov or calling 1
-800-443-6684. After reporting, suspect specimens and 
egg masses can be taken to WSU Extension offices. 
More information about spotted lanternfly can be 
found on WSDA’s website. Report tree-of-heaven loca-
tions to WISC. 

Spotted lanternfly first arrived in the U.S. in 2014 in 
Pennsylvania. Since then, it has been spreading through 
several eastern states while popping up in other places 
throughout the country. When established in an area, it 
can cause potential problems for growers as well as 
homeowners.  

Todd A. Murray 
Director, Puyallup Research and Extension Center 
Prof. Urban Pest Management Program 
Washington State University College of Agriculture, 
Human, and Natural Resource Sciences 
tmurray@wsu.edu 

State entomologists call for public help after 

possible spotted lanternfly detection  

http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/051105874212/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/051105874212/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/486464287692/debrakroon/gmail.com/
mailto:pestprogram@agr.wa.gov
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/420071395248/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/484552055217/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/484552055217/debrakroon/gmail.com/
mailto:tmurray@wsu.edu
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Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication or program infor-

mation or reasonable accommodation need to contact: WSU Extension/2403 South 18th Street/

Union Gap, WA 98903/509-574-1600 

For accommodation please call at least two weeks prior to the event WSU Extension programs 

and employment are available to all without discrimination. 
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Art Team            
9-11:30 

 

Nov 2021 
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8-11 
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Herbs Team            
8-11 
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9-11 

Herbs Team            
8-11 

Art Team            
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Art Team            
9-11:30 

 

Budget 
Meeting via 
Zoom 5 pm 


