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Master Gardeners 

At Home 

Peggy Chambers’ magnificent hardy 

hibiscus in full bloom. 

Patty Dion’s marvelous canna lilies grow 

in the shade most of the day and have 

done well in the heat. 

Carol Barany’s Blue Passionflower vine 

BLOOMING!!!!! She brought the seeds 

back from England.  



Program Coordinator’s 
 

We’re BACK . . . – Time to Follow your Passion!!! 
           By Claudia Steen 

 

Now that Yakima County is in Phase 4, the Master Gardener Program is gearing up to return to our 
normal (within safety guidelines) operation. 

We had our first in person Foundation meeting in July at the Red Barn and hope to continue that the 
2nd Wednesday of every month. AND we are back with the fun gathering of our Picnic in the Park, 
which is scheduled for August 18th at noon. 

The Clinic Team will be re-opening at the Extension Office - to not only take emails and phone calls, 
but allow for walk-in clients. The days will be modified to Monday and Friday from 9-12 and 1-4.  Individu-
als who are on the clinic team are encouraged to contact Andrea or Margaret to fill those shifts. We are also 
encouraging the class of 2020, who were not able to get their 9 hours of clinic, to sign up for shifts and be 
mentored in our primary MG mission of answering gardening questions from the public. The Farmer’s Market 
will continue and, again, MGs who are familiar with clinic operation (if not - return to clinic duty first to re-
gain your skills) are encouraged to sign up for a Sunday shift. 

The Youth Team will be continuing with their outreach programs (ex: Madison House) and possible one day 
events. Again, we need youth team members who will sign up for the monthly Youth Day at Farmer’s Market 
now that we can interact with the children. AND calling all MGs who were former teachers or care about 
youth education to join the team as they will be gearing up this fall to teach gardening skills in select schools. 

Our Gardens are also in full swing, so join the Demonstration Garden every Tuesday morning, the Heir-
loom Garden Thursday morning, and John will be letting you know about work parties on the groundwork 
for the West Valley Food Garden. 

Our Demonstration Garden Classes have been for 
MG only and they can now be opened to the pub-
lic. Consult Angela if you want to help. We will see if 
the Heirloom Garden will follow suit with possible 
classes. 

Our Other Education Delivery Teams have been ac-
tive during Covid with our Writer’s Guild doing our 
Sunday MG gardening articles. We are always looking 
for more MGs to help write our columns. The Speakers 
Bureau was still active (although much fewer lectures 
were given than normal) giving presentations via Zoom 
to the public. Now if asked to give a presentation we 
can choose to meet in person to share our gardening 
knowledge. 

Our future, hopefully, continues to look brighter as we 
pull out of this pandemic. We can plan for Tomato Fest 
in September; encourage our Curriculum Team this fall 
to plan for in-class lectures in January; and accept new 
Trainees/Interns into our program for the class of 2022. 

Yay, no more COVID apathy – so take time to assess 
where YOU would like to “follow your passion” within 
the MG program. 
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Demonstration Garden 

Ratibida columnifera, commonly known as up-
right prairie coneflower or Mexican hat  

Cardoon, Cynara cardunculus. 
Prickly leaves and gorgeous flowers  Cardoon flower up close.  

Dwarf hydrangea made it through our 
heat and drought.   



The red hibiscus shines in several 
locations of our garden.   

And we have pink hibiscus growing 
alongside the white.   

White hibiscus growing at the East fence. Easy to 
miss unless you go around the corner.   

We can see the crayons now that we 
“cleaned up” the entry.   

Demonstration 

Garden II 



Which way to go next?  

Demonstration Garden photos by Angela Galbreath 

I almost didn’t include the Agapanthus in the July 
DG picture collection because it wasn’t quite open 
yet when I took this picture. Now would be a good 
time to stop by the garden to admire it in full 
bloom and check out what else has survived the 
unusual heat and drought conditions. The irrigation 
system was not functioning until just recent-
ly.  How about before or after the upcoming foun-
dation meeting? 

Normally a zone 7+ plant, Skip and Diana careful-
ly cover it in straw to keep it safe in our zone 6 
garden. So we are always thrilled when it graces us 
with its purple blossoms. These lovelies are some-
times known by the names African Lily or Lily of 
the Nile. Gardenia.net at https://www.gardenia.net/
guide/learn-how-to-plant-and-care-for-your-
agapanthus has a nice article on their culture. 

Rose of Sharon 

Demonstration 

Garden III 

Editor’s Note: I stopped by the Demonstration Garden 
over the past weekend and marveled at how wonderful 
the place looked! I encourage everyone to take a little 
time to enjoy this beautiful corner of our world. 



New Co-Leader 

Youth Team welcomes Ana Villasenor as Yakima 
Master Gardener Youth Team Co-Leader. 

Ana has a lot of energy, smarts in the garden, and is 
committed to the success of Master Gardeners over-
all, as well as the Youth Program. Ana participates 
with the Art Team as a talented artist; she is a faithful 
participant at the Demonstration Garden; and now 
gives of herself to the Youth Team. Ana will be a 
very welcome and able member of our team. 

As Claudia Steen has communicated to all Yakima 
County Master Gardeners, “We’re Back...Time to 
Follow Your Passion!” Ana sure is stepping up to the 
challenge and she will make wonderful contributions 
to our efforts on behalf of youth.                                                                                           
     ~Annette Olson 

       

Youth Team 

I spent the very early days and so many more days/
years working in the wonderful Heirloom Gar-
den...learning all about what an heirloom seed was 
and what an open pollinator seed was. We learned all 
about plant pruning, watering, and harvesting and 
boy, did we harvest and share so much produce with 
others that were in need! But besides that we learned 
so much history from Phyllis as she worked with 
us...the story of so much of what we were planting, 
their origins, and especially food scarcity stories that 
enlightened us. Her passion for protecting seeds re-
minded us of our obligation to do the same to save 
varieties that we will no longer see in the future. Her 
investing in nature brought us to grow and love the 
Yakima Hubbard Squash.    

But Phyllis is facing some issues that are leaving her 
in a spot that she will not be able to commit to the 
garden in a big way. But, she is there now and our 
members need to go there and learn so much of what 
I have learned so that we have some leadership for 
the future. We simply must save our wonderful heir-
loom garden, for it not only grows food, but has 
grown us and also provided our seed li-
brary...something other chapters of Master Gardeners 
need to embrace. 

Please go there the next Thursday they are working 
and tell Phyllis that you are there to help keep the 
heirloom garden going...and if there are two or three 
of you, that is even better.    

Foster First 

On Friday July 16th, Youth Team delivered two 
cherry bins to the Foster First Program.  Brenda 
Esquivel, Administrator, and Venus Lomeli,  Ad-
ministrative Assistant, received the bins. (see pho-
to) 

Michelle Murphy will begin working with Foster 
First staff soon on setting up their bin gardens. 
Michelle’s consultation with staff will be on a 
“train-the-trainer” basis so that gardening lessons 
and activities will be provided by them to the foster 
children that they serve. 

Good going, Michelle!! Director Dan Austin and 
his staff are looking forward to this gardening op-
portunity for the kids.      
                    ~Annette Olson 

Is Our Heirloom Garden Doomed?         By Diana Pieti 



MG Mission Statement: 

“Engaging university-trained volunteers to empower 

and sustain communities with relevant, unbiased, 

researched-based horticulture and environmental 

stewardship education.” 

WSU Extension programs and employment are avail-

able to all without discrimination. Evidence of non-

compliance may be reported through your local WSU 

Extension Office. 

The first baby steps have begun for our new Food 
Garden in the West Valley. Now we need interested 
and talented folks to help us plan the next steps lead-
ing to crop planting next spring... 
   — What food to plant? 
   — How much of each to plant? 
   — Design and install irrigation system 
   — Plan a composting area 
   — Design and install structures for work breaks 
 and classes (shade, tables, seating) 
   — Assess our equipment and supplies and plan a 
 budget for the coming year 
   — ???? 
Are you someone who would like to be an integral 
part of this new venue? Let us know! We will plan a 

get-together at the site soon to start planning. If 
you’d like to be invited, please email or call us:  

Camille Smith - sopears@aol.com - 945-2530 or      
John Strong - strongware@me.com - 961-1358 

Work Party Set for August 4th 

Trucks and labor are needed for picking up compost, 
delivering it to the site, and unloading it to the gar-
den. Compost pick-up to commence at 7 am; unload-
ing at site starts about 7:30 am. 

West Valley Food Garden 

Picnic Time for           

Master Gardeners! 

Are you looking forward to our August 18th Picnic 
at the Ahtanum Youth Park? I know I am. I have 
missed attending for several years.  Debra Bird, 
Yvette Colfax and Rosebud Guthrie are organizing 
the picnic this year, and are planning something 
fun for the protein dish for us all to enjoy. There 
was a sign-up list that was circulated at the July 
Foundation Meeting, and will be again at our Au-
gust 11th Foundation Meeting.  Plan now to sign 
up and share a dish with us: A-E dessert, F-J main 
dish, K-O salad, P-T side dish and U-Z chips, 
bread, relishes, condiments, etc. 

We are reserved at the park from 9:00 am to 4:00 
pm. If you would like to help set up, please come 
early. We will probably start eating at 
Noon.  What about some entertainment? If anyone 
has an idea for some musical entertainment, or 
some other form of entertainment, please let us 
know. 

We’re also looking for lawn games...cornhole is 
spoken for, as is Bocce Ball. Anyone have some-
thing else? Horseshoes would be great! Contact 
Debra Kroon. 

            ~Debra Kroon 

mailto:sopears@aol.com
mailto:strongware@me.com


Newsletter submissions are due on the 25th of 
each month. Please send them to Julie Hunziker 
at jbhunziker@gmail.com. Texting photos and 
brief descriptions is fine, as well. (530)209-4329 

Are Bananas Nearing Extinction?  By Phyllis Pugnetti 

Bananas grow in tropical Asia, Africa, Central and 
South America, and limited parts of Australia. They 
only became a beloved fruit after modern shipping and 
refrigeration made it possible to get the fragile fruits 
to market in good condition. Today, Americans eat an 
average of 27 pounds per year. 

Bananas are not trees, as the trunk and stems are not 
woody. Bananas are actually the largest perennial herb 
in the world. The plants reproduce by cloning, sending 
up new shoots from rhizomatous roots. The plants are 
all genetically the same, making bananas very uniform 
in taste and appearance. The disadvantage is that a 
deadly disease will kill all plants equally well.  

In the 1950’s, all commercial bananas were the variety 
Gros Michel. It had no resistance to a soil-born fun-
gus, Panama Disease, driving it to near extinction. It 
took a decade to breed Cavendish, a resistant variety. 
Today Cavendish accounts for half of all bananas 
grown in the world. Unfortunately, banana plantations 
around the world, once again, are being decimated by 
two fungal diseases, Black Sigatoka and Panama Dis-

ease. All this is leading to internet concerns of a 
‘second extinction’ of bananas—a little premature 
since Gros Michel bananas and 1000 other varieties 
are still around! 

Harbinger of doom are claiming global climate change 
is responsible; and the imminent extinction of bananas 
is the proverbial canary in the coal mine. Yet, it’s a 
huge leap to think the extinction of one food crop 
means the extinction of all food crops, especially 
since climate change isn’t the cause of fungal disease. 
The good news is that scientists are working on solu-
tions. They are looking for disease resistant varieties 
from more than 1000 varieties of bananas. Genetic 
engineering also may help with disease resistance. 
There are attempts to mitigate damage through cultur-
al practices like intercropping and crop rotation. Other 
considerations for commercial bananas are that many 
varieties only grow in the wild, are too fragile for 
shipping, or the taste and texture are unappeal-
ing. Marketing may help consumers embrace bananas 
that look and taste different from those we have come 
to love. So ignore these harbingers of doom and, if 
you see some strange looking bananas in the produce 
aisle...give them a try! 

Master Gardeners in the News…
Did you see the beautiful photos and wonderful 

text in the Yakima magazine for July? The photos 

were of members Andrea Altmayer’s and Jenny 

Mansfield’s gardens. Great press for us and, of 

course, these two active volunteer members!  
              ~Diana Pieti 



Rays Of      

    Sunshine 
 

 

Saw and noted a death notice for past member Berk 

Greenwood, a great volunteer and always a smile on 

his face. Both he and his wife, Marge, were mem-

bers who contributed to us in big ways.                        

     ~ Diana Pieti 

We wish our team cheerleader, Diana, a speedy re-

covery from her recent knee replacement surgery. As 

far as I know, she’s avoiding speeding tickets in the 

garden and grocery store while getting around with 

her walker. Hopefully, she’ll soon graduate to using 

that beautiful walking stick she was gifted by Ana. 

Art Team 

Date Presenter Topic 

August 14 Pat McCarthy Growing Peonies 

August 28 Beatrice Reiss Growing a Winter Garden 

September 11 Sarah Judd Planning now for Seed Starting 

September 25 Ken Tolonen Shrubs and Trees for Screening 

Reminder! Foundation Meeting at The Red Barn  

Wednesday, August 11th @ 10:30 am. 
Unvaccinated persons must wear a mask and practice social distancing. 

***ART TEAM WISHLIST*** 

The Art Team has already met a few times to create 
items to sell at next spring’s plant sale. We are look-
ing for the following items and if you no longer need 
these, please consider donating to us: 

• Large terra cotta clay saucers,  12” or 
larger 

• Flat pieces of colored glass (No plates, 
cups, saucers as it needs to be FLAT) 

• Brightly colored round-bottomed glass 
bottles in reds, greens, blues, yellows, 
pink, purple etc. 

• Bowling balls 
• Big pieces of driftwood 12”x 18”; 18”x 

24” or larger (no small pieces) 

 Items can be brought to the next foundation meeting 
on August 11th to the Red Barn or contact Jenny. 
  
 

2021 Demonstration Garden Classes 
Summer is in full swing, but it’s time to think ahead to fall and winter. First, Pat McCarthy from Adeline’s 
Peonies will talk to us about growing peonies. Apparently a perfect time to do divisions as they are taking 
preorders for peony roots which will be available in September. Then, Beatrice Reiss will talk to us about 
Growing a Fall and Winter Garden. Lots to learn yet in our summer garden classes. 

We are meeting in the shade trees across from the garden. 10 AM  Saturdays. Remember your parking pass 
and a chair (unless you are ok sitting at a picnic table). Parking passes for Master Gardeners who haven’t al-
ready picked up theirs will be available. Covid protocols will be followed. 

Plan a walk through our Demonstration Garden either before or after class. You’ll be glad you did! 



If the heat dome wasn’t enough to suck the joy out of 
gardening, the Dog Star is back in town, adding to our 
misery.  

Sirius, part of the constellation Canis major, is the 
brightest star in our summer sky.  It was called the 
‘Dog Star’ by early Egyptians to honor their god Osi-
ris.  For twenty days, beginning in late July, Sirius ris-
es and sets with the sun.  The ancients believed the 
star was generating heat of its own, adding to already 
sizzling temperatures, and giving us the term “dog 
days of summer.”  

Gardeners aren’t the only ones wilting. Our container 
plantings and hanging baskets have been baking on 
‘high’, and the season is far from over.  Plant groom-
ing should be done throughout the summer, but if you 
haven’t kept up with regular deadheading, trimming, 
watering, and fertilizing, it’s never too late to give 
your plants a rejuvenating spa treatment.  

Armed with pruners and a cool beverage, a haircut for 
flowers and foliage is the first order of business.  Cas-
cading annuals like sweet potato vine, bacopa, lantana, 
million bells, petunia, verbena, and lobelia can be cut 
back by a third.  If they’re really sad and leggy, you 
can cut back by half.  Do the same for taller annuals 
like coleus, zinnia, marigold, cosmos, salvia, and gera-
nium. Trust me.  A radical shearing will bring on a 
flush of new growth faster than it takes your bangs to 
grow out. 

Plants growing in containers depend on regular water-
ing, and can suffer dramatically when you forget for 
even a day. And you may have some potted plants that 
seem chronically wilted, even though you supply them 
with plenty of water.  

If you take a closer look, it could be that a gap has 
formed between the edges of the dry soil mass and the 
pot wall. Most of the water rushes through that gap 
and out the bottom of the pot, with little being ab-
sorbed by the dry roots.  Compounding the problem is 
the fact that rewetting potting mix once it dries out 
and shrinks isn’t easy. 

For smaller containers, find a tub big enough to hold 
the pot and fill it with water.  Dunk your dry pots in-
side. When the surface of the soil inside each pot is 
visibly wet (this could take hours or even overnight), 
remove them from the standing water.  You’ll notice 
that the moist soil has expanded, filling the gap around 
the inside edge of the pot, making them easier to water 
effectively. 

For large containers too big to dunk, revive them by 
watering from the bottom.  Place them in a large sau-
cer, and keep adding water as it’s absorbed. Dry soil 
quickly wicks up water through the drainage holes at 
the bottom of the pot, thoroughly saturating the 
parched root ball.  

As long as the weather remains hot and dry, be gener-
ous when watering.  It’s hard to overwater pots if they 
have proper drainage holes and fast-draining potting 
mix.  Never underestimate how much a large planter, 
filled with thirsty plants, needs on a hot day.  Water 
early in the day and check again later. In weather like 
this, pots might need a second or third helping of wa-
ter. 

By now, your container plants have developed mature 
root systems, and if you added a timed-release fertiliz-
er at planting in May or June, it’s likely long 
gone.  Add more to carry plants through the rest of the 
growing season. Or start adding a soluble balanced 
fertilizer to the irrigation water.  Just remember that 
fertilizers dissolve in water, and a portion is lost in the 
water that drains from the pot. Many nurseries keep 
their containers and hanging baskets looking lavish by 
using dilute soluble fertilizers every time they irrigate, 
or at full strength every week or two.  

When you get to the point when plants in containers 
and hanging baskets can’t be revived, put them out of 
their misery.  There is nothing more depressing than a 
container full of dead plants.  Forgive yourself and 
move on.  By the end of August, fresh new fall arri-
vals like ornamental kale, pansies, and mums will be 
available and can be tucked in wherever you have a 
space. 

If you have the energy for a Dog Days project, save 
some of the 4”- 5” tip cuttings from the haircuts you 
gave.  Some annuals, especially coleus and sweet po-
tato vine, are easy to root and can be used as replace-
ments for plants that are frizzled.  Stand the stems in 
clean water in a cool, bright place and check for 
roots.  They seem to appear almost overnight and your 
cuttings will soon be ready to transplant. 

           by Carol Barany 

 Floribunda: August Container            
            Revival 



  Gain access to our leading Master Gardener instructors and researchers in addition to: 

•30+ class sessions and learning opportunities 

•Live classes and/or view recorded sessions at any time 

•Live chat parties and small group discussions 

•Inspiring Keynote presentation 

•Virtual tours of beautiful and unique gardens 

•Virtual Marketplace and Silent Auction 

Ways to Get Involved 

 Become a          
sponsor 

Demonstrate your 
leadership and  align-

ment to the WSU  
Master Gardener   

mission by becoming                   
a Sponsor. 

Become a                                
vendor 

The Virtual marketplace and Exhibit 
Hall page is a space where local non-
profits, associations, and companies 
share valuable resources and infor-

mation about their organization,   
projects, and services. 

Donate to                
silent auction 

A great way to support 
the Conference and 

your own County   
Foundation fundraising 

efforts 



APPLY NOW! 
 

Complimentary Tickets to the WSU Master Gardener 
Advanced Education Conference  

 
Did you know? As Gold Sponsor the MGFWS        
Endowment is offering 2 complimentary tickets to 
the Conference.. 

This year our conference is scheduled as a virtual 
event, featuring continuing education for Certified 
Master Gardeners through plenary sessions,       
workshops and breakout sessions for question-and-
answer discussions with the speakers. Also offered 
are organized tours of areas focused on gardening, 
Marketplace for vendors and exhibitors offering    
opportunities for outside vendors to share infor-
mation about their products and services. An on-line 
Silent Auction presenting a number of items         
procured by our Master Gardeners from various 
counties in the state of Washington will also be  
available for purchase. 

You may register for the full event by accessing 
mglearns.org. 

For these complementary tickets please contact – 

Patty Dion 

Development MGFWS@gmail.com 

(509) 961-8988 

I Love Flowers 
 

I hate dirt 
I hate the feel of gritty earth  

That soils my hands 
My belly pregnant from good living 

Impedes my bend 
Teutonic thighs weren’t made for squatting 

My knees only take one prayer 
Celtic skin can’t stand the sun 

And gardening books are such a bore 
I hate gardening 
But I love flowers 

 

My heart lifts when I see roses 
Fresh buds, smug in their youth or 

Frowsy full blown blooms 
Dropping scarlet petals like memories 

Royal iris promenade the walk, 
Saucy marigolds scatter among the shrubs 

And pansy faces peer from 
Underneath the hedge. 

Hollyhocks, descendants of 
Grandma’s garden 

Evoke memories of bright days long ago 
I love flowers 

So I tie on my hat and sally forth 
With clippers, trowel and hoe, 

To the drudgery that brings forth 
Joy 

 

From a book of Collected Poems 

By Florence F. Jardesty PhD MS RN 

Oregan Garden Founder 

Published in Silverton, Oregon in 1989 

This and That 

Julie Hunziker and her husband found some 

gardening inspiration when they recently visited 

The Oregon Gardens in Silverton, OR . 

mailto:MGFWS@gmail.com


 

  

          

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 

 
 

4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 

Demonstration 
Garden 

8-11 

11 

 

   

 

12 13 14 

15 16 17 

Demonstration 
Garden 

8-11 

18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 

Demonstration 
Garden 

8-11 

25 26 27 

 

28 

 

29 30 

 

31 

Demonstration 
Garden 

8-11 

  

 

  

       

Growing a 
Winter Garden 

Class @    
Demo  Garden        

10 am 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication or program infor-

mation or reasonable accommodation need to contact: WSU Extension/2403 South 18th Street/

Union Gap, WA 98903/509-574-1600 

For accommodation please call at least two weeks prior to the event WSU Extension programs 

and employment are available to all without discrimination. 

Foundation 
Meeting at 
Red Barn 

10:30  

 

Aug 2021 

Growing      
Peonies 
Class@   

Demo Garden  
10 am 

  Heirloom 
Garden             

8-10 

Demonstration 
Garden 

8-11 

Heirloom 
Garden             

8-11 

Heirloom 
Garden             

8-11 

Heirloom 
Garden             

8-11 

Farmer’s 
Market  

9-2 

Farmer’s 
Market     

9-2 

Farmer’s 
Market     

9-2 

Farmer’s   
Market                

9-2         
(Youth Team) 

Newsletter 
Articles Due 

to Editor 

Farmer’s 
Market       

9-2 

WV Food 
Garden 

Work Party  
7 am-?? 

Picnic in the 
Park @ 

Ahtanum 
Youth Park 

12 Lunch 


